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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,   May   5,  1885. 


The  first  chapter  in  the  history  of  our  Women's  Educa- 
tional and  Industrial  Union  is  finished,  and  we  are  gathered 
here  to-day  to  review  its  pages,  and,  passing  judgment  upon 
the  record,  to  say  whether  the  results  therein  recorded  shall 
demonstrate  the  right  of  such  an  institution  to  exist.  In  a 
city  crowded  with  charitable  associations,  bearing  undisputed 
claims  to  the  support  of  a  generous  public,  the  inauguration 
of  a  new  enterprise  is  always  attended  with  more  or  less  of 
uncertainty.  Those  whose  hearts  are  filled  with  enthusiasm 
at  the  prospect  of  increased  opportunities  of  doing  good  to 
humanity  must  be  willing  to  have  the  practical  test  of  use- 
fulness applied  to  their  work,  and  must  be  ready  to  answer 
all  questions  which  just  friends  are  entitled  to  ask. 

Inspired  by  the  visit  of  one  of  Boston's  noble  women,  and 
strengthened  by  the  encouragement  of  the  Charity  Organ- 
ization Society,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Fitch  Institute,  a  little 
more  than  one  year  ago,  to  make  an  effort  to  establish  in 
our  rapidly-growing  city  a  society  which  should  have  as  its 
object  "  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  best  practical  methods 
for  securing  the  educational,  industrial  and  social  advance- 
ment of  women." 

A  similar  organization,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  our  country, 
had  been  in  successful  operation  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  past  seven  years,  and  the  good  results  as  shown  in  its 
interesting  reports,  supplemented  by  the  stirring  words  of  its 
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president,  Mrs.  Abby  Morton  Diaz,  were  convincing  argu- 
ments to  sixty  of  Buffalo's  most  courageous  women  that  it 
was  worth  while  to  try  the  experiment,  and  the  organization 
was  perfected  and  the  rooms,  offered  free  of  rent  by  the 
Charity  Organization  Society,  accepted.  Planning  as  nearly 
as  practicable  after  the  parent  association,  committees  were 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  different  departments,  a 
superintendent  engaged  and  the  Union  was  ready  to  extend 
a  cordial  fellowship  to  all  women. 

The  association  is  entirely  non-sectarian.  From  the  be- 
ginning Protestant,  Catholic,  Hebrew,  and  those  not  con- 
nected with  any  church,  were  cordially  invited.  The  differ- 
ence between  non-religious  and  non-sectarian  is,  however, 
clearly  defined,  and  all  realize  that  we  cannot  hope  for  a 
permanent  success  without  the  approval  of  the  Giver  of  all 
Good.  Coming  from  th«r  several  churches,  and  laying  aside 
for  the  time  all  creeds  and  differences,  these  women  joined 
hands  to  work  together  for  a  common  good.  The  detailed 
results  of  such  co-operation  will  be  given  in  the  reports  of 
the  various  committees,  and  should  not  be  anticipated  except 
in  a  general  way.  We  are  ready  to  assert  to-day  that  the 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo  has 
a  right  to  live  and  to  ask  of  the  public  that  hearty  support 
and  approval  which  are  so  essential  to  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity. It  has  a  right  to  live,  because  it  has  brought  together 
from  every  part  of  our  city  those  who  need  enlightenment 
on  the  vital  issues  of  life ;  wives,  mothers,  daughters,  teach- 
ers, and  indeed  workers  in  almost  every  vocation,  attracted 
by  the  circular,  have  met  and  exchanged  experiences. 
When  the  question  is  asked,  Are  you  aiding  the  class  you 
desire  to  help  ?  an  affirmative  answer  can  truthfully  be  given, 
for  the  benefits  of  such  an  association  are  not  for  any 
pecial  class  or  condition  of  women. 


Where  can  you  find  one  who  will  be  willing  to  admit  that 
she  has  no  needs  ?  If  she  is  rich  in  worldly  goods,  she  needs 
to  learn  how  to  most  wisely  use  her  wealth  to  make  it  serve 
the  noblest  ends.  If  poor,  she  should  know  how  to  make 
her  talents  most  available  for  bread-winning.  If  she  is  sick, 
there  is  need  to  study  the  laws  of  health.  If  in  sorrow,  to 
feel  that  the  surest  way  to  lighten  grief  is  to  endeavor  to 
give  to  another  the  degree  of  happiness  lost  to  one's  self. 
If  she  is  weak,  she  needs  the  sympathy  of  the  strong,  who, 
living  under  happier  circumstances,  have  been  enabled  to 
resist  the  world's  temptations.  There  is  no  end  to  the 
necessities  of  a  true  woman's  life;  we  cannot  number  them 
or  measure  the  power  of  her  influence;  she  should  have 
every  good  inspiration  that  the  world  can  give  to  help  her  to 
fulfill  her  destiny — that  of  making  the  world  better. 

The  advice  is  often  given  by  the  narrow-minded  that 
home  is  the  only  place  for  the  development  of  a  true 
womanhood.  Let  her  stay  at  home,  they  say,  and  in  doing 
the  every-day  duties,  reading  good  books  and  maintaining 
that  seclusion  which  is  so  essential  to  the  cultivation  of 
refined  tastes,  she  shall  become  the  "  ideal  woman."  We  are 
glad  that  such  opinions  are  fast  losing  ground  and  hope  that 
a  truer  sentiment  will  soon  prevail,  that  even  the  most 
favored  one  must  sometimes  go  outside  her  home  to  gather 
the  wisdom  which  shall  fit  her  to  rightly  govern  the  king- 
dom of  her  own  household.  Many  thoughtless  wives  and 
mothers,  seemingly  secure  in  their  own  protected  lives,  little 
realize  the  sufierings  of  that  large  class  of  unfortunates  who 
have  no  homes  or  none  worthy  to  be  called  by  that  blessed 
name.  The  great  army  of  women  who  daily  struggle  for 
existence  with  hardly  a  friendly  hand  to  help  or  voice  to 
encourage — how  far  they  outnumber  the  happy  class  in 
every  large  city  is  well  known.     In  view  of  such  facts,  any 
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association   working   for   the   elevation   of    women   should 
receive  a  hearty  Godspeed. 

It  is  true  that  we  cannot  help  others  without  helping  our- 
selves. One  of  our  most  enthusiastic  workers,  herself  a 
happy  wife  and  mother,  lately  remarked,  "  I  joined  the 
*  Union  *  as  an  active  member,  desiring  to  help  the  less  for- 
tunate, but  I  find  that  in  spite  of  all  my  good  intentions  for 
others  I  have  received  the  greatest  benefit  myself.  The 
experiences  of  the  past  year  have  been  a  revelation  to  me, 
and  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  do  all  I  cafi  for  the  cause.** 
There  is  need  for  an  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  in 
every  large  city,  for  many  reasons.  By  its  Protective  Com- 
mittee it  extends  sympathy  and  counsel  to  women,  who 
often  lose,  through  ignorance  and  weakness,  the  rights  con- 
ceded them  by  law.  Its  Educational  Department  provides 
equal  opportunities  for  intellectual  improvement  to  all 
classes.  The  Employment  Bureau  assists  them  to  find  occu- 
pations best  suited  to  develop  individual  talent  and  seeks  in 
every  way  to  elevate  household  labor.  There  are  many 
especially  adapted  for  house- workers,  who,  on  account  of 
the  fancied  degradation  of  such  service,  are  seeking  other 
means  of  earning  a  living.  The  Hygiene  Talks  and  classes 
in  Physiology  awaken  us  to  a  realization  of  the  fact  that  a 
proper  care  of  the  physical  is  essential  to  the  best  growth  of 
the  moral  and  spiritual  life.  The  Committee  on  Practical 
Philanthropy  ministers  to  the  sick  and  the  poor.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Social  Affairs  endeavor  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  the 
best  kind  of  recreation.  A  Library  and  Reading  Room  are 
open  day  and  evening.  Music,  games,  books  and  papers  are 
free  to  all  who  desire  to  make  use  of  them.  An  agency  of 
direction  is  found  in  the  office,  and  the  Superintendent  is 
always  ready  to  give  information  in  regard  to  the  charities, 
schools  and  business  enterprises  of  the  city.     Strangers  are 


II 

invited  to  visit  the  rooms  and  all  are  sure  of  a  welcome. 
One  year  ago  it  was  said  that  if  ten  women  should  receive 
benefit  in  a  year  from  the  Union  its  work  would  not  have 
been  in  vain.  Nearly  seven  hundred  names  are  enrolled 
upon  the  membership  book  and  there  are  few  who  have  not 
been  helped  in  greater  or  less  degree.  The  future  lies  before 
us;  persistence  of  effort  will  be  needed  to  continue  the  work. 
The  fact  that  it  seems  to  meet  a  popular  demand  is  not 
enough  to  ensure  a  steady  growth.  Charles  Kingsley  says 
that  *•  Patience  is  the  surest  sign  of  courage,"  so  let  us  be 
willing  to  work  and  to  wait.  We  shall  need  more  room. 
Already  the  rooms  so  generously  given  are  too  small  for  the 
classes.  We  must  have  a  gymnasium  and  a  school  for 
Domestic  Training.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  legitimate 
wants  of  such  an  institution.  The  citizens  of  Buffalo  have 
it  within  their  power  to  make  the  **  Union  "  an  influence  for 
great  good.  It  does  not  work  only  for  women,  as  its  name 
would  imply,  for  any  effort  to  exalt  the  home  or  to  elevate 
woman  in  any  way  is  work  for  humanity. 

Those  who  have  worked  harmoniously  together  in  this 
first  year  do  not  need  words  of  praise  or  congratulation.  In 
their  hearts  they  have  been  satisfied  with  the  privilege 
accorded  them.  It  has  been  truly  written  that  "  the  best 
reward  of  a  good  action  is  to  have  done  it." 

As  coming  years  shall  demonstrate  to  the  world  the  value 
of  such  work,  may  it  be  said  of  those  who  were  faithful  in 
the  beginning  "  they  builded  better  than  they  knew." 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 

President, 


REPORT   OF    THE    SECRETARY. 


In  February,  1884,  Mrs.  Abby  Morton  Diaz  addressed  an 
assemblage  of  Buffalonians,  and  vividly  described  the  noble 
work  carried  on  by  the  Boston  Women's  Educational  and 
Industrial  Union,  and  thereby  convinced  her  hearers  of  the 
grave  necessity  of  such  an  institution  in  every  large  city. 

Acting  upon  the  inspiration  her  words  produced,  a  meeting 
of  all  those  interested  in  the  establishment  of  a  Women's 
Union  in  Buffalo  was  called  for  Tuesday,  February  5th,  1884. 
About  thirty-five  ladies  responded  to  this  call. 

Mrs.  Diaz  was  present  and  gave  much  valuable  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  work,  and  encouraged  those  present 
to  like  effort.  At  this  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  nominate  officers  and  a  Board  of  Directors,  who  would 
appoint  committees  for  the  general  work  and  direct  the 
labors  of  the  same. 

So  great  was  the  interest  manifested  that  several  enthusias- 
tic meetings  followed  in  rapid  succession.  Officers  were 
elected,  a  constitution  and  by-laws  adopted,  and  the  follow- 
ing committees  were  appointed : 

The  Committee  on  Finance^  who  were  given  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union. 

Social  Affairs  Committee^  who  appointed  sub-committees 
on  Practical  Philanthropy,  Agency  of  Direction,  and  Hospi- 
tality. They  were  given  the  general  charge  of  whatever 
work,  miscellaneous  or  otherwise,  that  comes  within  the  scope 
of  its  purposes. 

Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture y  who  were  given 
power  to  provide,  by  means  of  illustration,  lectures,  etc.,  true 
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and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  life  may  be  best 
promoted. 

Committee  on  Education^  who  were  instructed  to  promote 
the  educational  interests  of  women. 

The  Protective  Committee^  who  were  empowered  to  com- 
mend the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public  attention, 
and  to  endeavor  to  awaken  a  sentiment  which  shall  be  a 
sufficient  guarantee  that  no  wrong  shall  be  unredressed  and 
no  right  disregarded. 

These  committees  have  worked  efficiently,  as  the  reports 
of  the  several  chairmen  will  testify. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society, 
rooms  19  and  20,  Fitch  Institute,  were  secured  free  of  charge 
for  the  use  of  the  Union.  Merchants,  painters,  carpenters 
and  private  individuals  responded  most  generously  to  the 
request  for  furniture,  etc.,  and  the  rooms  were  soon  trans- 
formed into  a  comfortable,  home-like  library,  and  a  pleasant 
office.  These  were  fully  insured  through  the  thoughtful 
kindness  of  one  of  our  insurance  companies. 

The  27  th  of  March  will  be  a  memory  forever  in  the  hearts 
of  those  who  have  labored  so  faithfully  in  the  interests  of  the 
Union,  for  on  that  day  the  Union  received  a  visit  from  Mrs. 
Julia  Ward  Howe,  Miss  Abby  W.  May,  Miss  Frances  E.  Wil- 
lard,  Drs.  Julia  Holmes  Smith  and  Bedell  and  other  noble 
workers  for  women.  Their  cheering  words  and  the  sight  of 
their  earnest  faces  gave  zest  to  the  plans  not  yet  consum- 
mated, and  it  is  pleasant  to  recall  their  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement. 

A  reception  was  given  April  15th,  1884,  when  the  rooms 
were  formally  opened  and  the  work  begun.  Since  then  there 
has  been  an  increasing  number  of  visitors  and  members,  to 
whom  the  rooms  are  open  day  and  evening,  and  the  year's 
record  shows  1,000  visitors  and  675  members. 
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According  to  Article  VII,  section  i,  of  the  By-laws,  "all 
working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited,  as  opportu> 
nity  and  occasion  offer,  to  interchanges  of  thought,  in  order 
that  the  practical  working  merits  of  «ach  may  be  thoroughly 
known.  Section  2 — All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their 
various  systems,  shall  be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their 
fellowship  invited,"  in  accordance  with  which  a  meeting  of 
the  representatives  of  the  various  charitable  institutions  was 
held  in  the  Union  rooms  October  9th.  The  rooms  were 
filled  to  overflowing,  and  great  interest  was  shown  by  all 
present.  The  aims  of  the  Union  were  discussed,  and  the 
sympathy  of  those  having  charge  of  older  institutions  was 
expressed. 

There  have  been  nine  special  and  thirteen  regular  meet- 
ings, all  of  which  were  well  attended. 

When  the  classes  opened  in  October,  and  the  rooms  were 
found  to  be  inadequate  for  the  use  of  the  educational  depart- 
ment, the  Charity  Organization  Society  again  generously 
came  to  our  assistance,  and  opened  for  our  use  two  additional 
rooms. 

Mrs.  Mary  V.  Holmes  has  served  acceptably  as  Superin- 
tendent since  the  opening  of  the  rooms. 

Thanks  are  due  and  are  gratefully  extended  to  all  those 
who  have  given  to  the  Union,  especially  to  the  press  and  to 
the  women  who  have  served  on  committees,  and  faithfully 
labored  in  its  behalf.  Let  them  rest  assured  that  their  efforts 
have  been  fully  appreciated,  and  that  their  united  assistance 
has  made  possible  the  remarkable  success  of  the  first  year  of 
the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union. 

HATTIE  CALDWELL, 

Recording  Secretary^ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 


As  chairman  of  the  Social  Affairs  Committee,  I  thoroughly 
appreciate  the  fact  that,  while  great  good  has  been  accom- 
plished in  this  direction  for  the  elevation  and  improvement 
of  women,  much  more  remains  to  be  done.  It  is  also  better 
understood,  at  the  close  of  the  first  year,  where  we  may  still 
improve  our  opportunities  and  extend  our  usefulness. 

We  were  novices  in  the  work,  and  entered  upon  it  with  fear 
and  trembling,  yet  with  strong  and  loving  hearts.  Regretting 
our  shortcomings,  we  are  happy  in  the  knowledge  of  having 
helped,  cheered  and  encouraged  many  a  sister  to  a  higher 
and  nobler  thought  of  life. 

The  Reception  and  Reading  rooms  of  the  Union  have  been 
open  from  lo  a.  m.  until  9  p.  m.,  the  Superintendent  being  at 
her  post  of  duty  always,  except  when  relieved  by  ladies  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose. 

Our  rooms  are  bright  and  cheery,  and  visitors  are  always 
kindly  greeted  and  made  to  feel  perfectly  free  and  welcome. 

Already  many  women  coming  for  the  day  into  the  city  from 
adjoining  towns  have  found  our  rooms  a  convenient  place  in 
which  to  pass  a  few  spare  moments,  and  have  thereby  become 
deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Union.  The  number 
of  visitors  thus  far  for  the  year  has  been  about  one  thousand. 

Under  the  Agency  of  Direction  all  questions  of  general 
interest  are  answered,  and  information  in  regard  to  localities, 
schools,  lectures,  places  of  amusement,  boarding  places  for 
vomen,  etc.,  is  cheerfully  given ;  and  scarcely  a  day  passes 
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that  some  one  does  not  express  her  deep  sense  of  gratitude 
that  there  is  such  a  place  as  the  Reception  room  of  the 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union. 

The  Library  Committee,  Mrs.  Ira  Bidwell,  chairman,  re- 
port that  a  book-case  has  been  purchased,  and  that  it  contains 
over  one  hundred  volumes. 

The  first  donation  to  the  Library  was  from  Peter  Paul,  and 
consisted  of  Webster's  Dictionary  and  stationery ;  The  Cen- 
tury for  i884-*85,  from  Mrs.  Conrad  Diehl,  also  several 
copies  of  the  Art  Interchange ;  ^t  Magazine  of  Art  for  1884, 
from  Miss  Lizzie  Cronyn;  ten  copies  Popular  Science 
Monthly^  Mrs.  Grieg ;  2  vols.  Chambers*  Encyclopedia,  Mrs. 
Geo.  Merchant;  17  vols.  Dickens'  Works,  Miss  Mary  V. 
Keene ;  14  vols.  American  Encyclopedia,  Miss  Nora  Petti- 
bone  ;  28  vols.  Blackwood's  Magazine,  Mrs.  A.  Altman ;  3 
bound  volumes  of  a  German  magazine,  Mrs.  Henry  C. 
Jewett,  also  rack  and  files  for  holding  books  and  papers; 
scrap-book  from  Ulbrich  &  Kingsley ;  books  and  pamphlets, 
Miss  Lucy  Lord ;  stationery.  Young,  Lockwood  &  Co. 

Miscellaneous  books  from  the  following  persons:  Mrs. 
Wm.  Brown,  Mrs.  O.S.  Garretson,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Townsend, 
Miss  Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Merchant,  Mrs.  Demey, 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Keene,  Miss  Draper,  Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict,  Miss 
Henry,  Mrs.  Conrad  Diehl,  Miss  Eva  Rice,  Miss  Nora  Petti- 
bone,  Miss  Phebe  Allen,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Cook,  Mr.  G.  T.  Bale, 
Miss  C.  Altman,  Ulbrich  &  Kingsley,  and  Mr.  Paul  Jones. 

Our  Household^  a  paper  edited  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  the 
Marilla  Record^  and  Our  Record^  published  by  the  managers 
of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless,  of  this  city,  are  all  regularly 
sent  to  the  rooms.  The  daily  Courier^  Express^  Commercial 
and  Times  are  donated,  and  we  wish  to  return  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  proprietors  of  these  different  papers,  and  also 
our  deep  gratitude  for  their  uniform  kindness  and   for  all 
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courtesies  in  printing,  advertising  and  assistance  which  they 
have  at  various  times  rendered. 

Our  Committee  on  Matrons  for  Police  Stations,  of  which 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams  is  chairman,  reports  as  follows : 

"At  a  meeting  of  Social  Affairs  Committee,  held  last  July, 
the  subject  of  Police  Matrons  was  brought  up  for  consider- 
ation. From  information  received  from  other  cities,  where 
the  experiment  had  been  tried,  the  committee  were  convinced 
that  great  good  might  be  accomplished  in  that  field  of  labor; 
therefore  a  sub-committee  was  chosen  to  make  inquiries  on 
the  subject,  and  ascertain  what  steps  were  necessary  to  be 
taken  to  secure  the  appointment  of  a  matron  at  police  head- 
quarters, Station  No.  i.  Not  long  after  the  movement  was 
begun,  the  other  philanthropic  societies  of  the  city  expressed 
a  desire  to  join  us  in  the  good  work.  Accordingly  com- 
mittees were  appointed  from  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Women's 
Christian  Association,  Home  for  the  Friendless  and  Ingleside 
Home,  and  a  meeting  was  called  early  in  November. 

"At  this  meeting  it  was  decided  that  a  petition  to  the  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners  should  be  prepared  and  signed  by 
the  president  and  committees  from  each  society. 

"Such  a  petition,  setting  forth  the  many  reasons  why  such 
an  appointment  should  be  made,  was  presented  to  the  Board 
the  latter  part  of  November.  The  petition,  meeting  with 
opposition,  was  placed  on  file  without  discussion.  Feeling 
thai  the  subject  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  deserve,  at 
least,  a  hearing,  the  matter  was  still  urged  and  a  hearing 
was  at  last  granted — March  24th,  1885,  Police  Commis- 
sioners Crissy  and  Newell,  and  Superintendent  Phillips 
being  present. 

"  The  societies  were  represented  by  Mrs.  Townsend,  Wil- 
liams and  Montgomery,  for  the  Union ;  Mrs.  Otis  and  Nye 
for  the  W.  C.  T.  U.;  Mrs.  Spencer  and  Crandell  for  the  W. 
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C.  A.;  Mrs.  Forbush  and  Draper  for  Home  for  the  Friendless; 
and  Mrs.  Stearns,  White  and  Wilkes  for  Ingleside  Home. 

"  The  Hon.  James  O.  Putnam  presented  the  case  in  a  very 
able  speech,  supporting  the  claims  also  by  reading  letters 
from  Portland,  Brooklyn  and  Chicago,  where  the  experiment 
has  been  tried  with  most  gratifying  results;  also  letters 
from  the  Police  Superintendent  of  Chicago  thoroughly  rec- 
ommending the  system,  and  from  the  Hon.  William.  P. 
Letchworth,  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 

"  After  much  discussion  of  the  subject  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  without  any  action  having  been  taken.  A  promise, 
however,  was  given  that  the  question  should  be  brought  be- 
fore the  full  Board,  and  a  speedy  reply  should  be  returned. 
Whatever  the  answer  maybe,  it  is  the  unanimous  wish  of  the 
committee  that  the  work  should  be  continued  until  our 
efforts  are  crowned  with  success." 

The  Practical  Philanthropy  Sub-committee  of  Social 
Affairs,  Mrs.  Geo.  A  Merchant,  chairman,  report  as  follows : 
"  Since  this  committee  begun  its  work  ten  months  ago,  they 
have  visited  forty-five  families,  making  more  than  three 
hundred  calls.  Food,  clothing  and  delicacies  have  been 
furnished  the  sick,  sympathy  and  encouragement  given  to 
the  poor,  and  at  the  same  time  they  have  been  shown  how 
to  improve  their  condition.  Let  it  be  understood  that  the 
work  of  this  committee  is  not  to  support  paupers,  or  to  en- 
courage' idleness;  but  to  befriend  and  counsel  those  in 
trouble,  and,  above  all  things,  to  stimulate  and  assist  women 
to  help  and  support  themselves. 

Very  many  interesting  cases  have  been  relieved  by  this 
committee.  Its  influence  has  been  felt  beyond  our  borders. 
While  one  of  its  members  was  visiting  some  months  ago  she 
learned  of  a  case  of  utter  destitution.  Upon  going  to  the 
place  she   found  an  old   woman  alone  and   helpless,  in  a 
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miserable,  starving  condition.  After  investigation  it  was 
ascertained  that  sufficient  means  had  been  left  to  make  her 
comfortable  during  the  remainder  of  her  life,  but  for  some 
reason  it  had  been  withheld.  The  mention  of  the  Women's 
Union  of  Buffalo,  and  its  possible  interference  in  this  case, 
had  the  desired  effect.  The  old  woman  was  immediately 
removed  to  a  comfortable  home,  where,  we  trust,  she  will 
remain.  While  we  do  not  desire  that  our  name  should  carry 
terror  with  it,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  is  sufficient  strength 
in  it  to  redress  wrong,  and  assist  the  weak  to  be  able  to  enjoy 
what  honestly  belongs  to  them. 

Apartments  have  been  furnished  two  women  who  were 
destitute,  and  they  were  helped  to  self-support.  Groceries 
and  coal  have  been  generously  donated,  which  have  been  of 
great  assistance.  Four  physicians  have  gratuitously  given 
their  services  to  the  sick. 

A  most  gratifying  part  of  the  work  of  this  committee  is 
what  is  termed  "The  Country  Week."  A  few  generous 
women,  living  near  our  city,  offered  to  take  into  their  quiet 
country  homes,  for  a  week  or  two  during  the  summer  months, 
free  of  charge,  girls  unaccustomed  to  such  a  change,  and 
who  had  not  the  means  to  take  it.  The  committee,  after 
accepting  these  kindly  offers,  secured  other  placfes  where  but 
a  small  charge  was  made,  which  was  defrayed  by  the  com- 
mittee, with  means  set  apart  for  the  purpose.  Ten  young 
women  were  made  very  happy  and  greatly  benefited  by  these 
delightful  excursions.  We  are  grateful  to  those .  Christian 
women  who  contributed  thus  to  the  pleasure  of  others,  and' 
who  doubtless  feel  that  it  is  **  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive."  Thanks  are  also  due  the  different  railroad  com- 
panies, who  furnished  the  committee  with  tickets  at  reduced 
rates,  thus  greatly  aiding  them  in  their  work. 

We  held  our  first  social  entertainment  shortly  after  the 
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organization  of  the  Union.  Four  were  given  during  the 
month  of  May,  and  we  then  decided  to  discontinue  them 
through  the  summer  months.  These  entertainments  were 
given  in  the  Reception  and  Committee  rooms,  and  consisted 
of  choice  recitations,  instrumental  and  vocal  music,  by  some 
of  the  best  amateur  talent  of  the  city.  The  rooms  were 
crowded,  and  our  efforts  in  this  direction  were  a  pronounced 
success.  In  November  last  these  gatherings  were  resumed, 
and  they  have  been  held  every  Monday  evening  up  to  the 
present  time,  with  but  four  exceptions.  The  number  of  en- 
tertainments, and  the  names  of  those  participating,  will  be 
given  in  our  printed  list. 

To  those  women  who  come  to  the  city  to  seek  employ- 
ment, and  have  neither  friends  nor  the  means  to  take  them 
to  places  of  amusement,  the  Union  offers  weekly  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  evening.  To  those  whose  daily  occupation 
admits  of  no  time  for  recreation,  and  who  have  no  place 
where  they  can  profitably  spend  their  evenings,  we  say  come, 
and  for  an  hour  forget  the  cares  and  burdens  of  life.  To 
those  who  are  blessed  with  musical  or  other  talents,  we  say 
come,  that  you  may  cheer  and  encourage  us  by  your  pres- 
ence, and  perhaps  in  return  for  the  inspiration  which  you 
impart,  you  also  shall  be  made  glad,  and  all  be  greatly  bene- 
fited. The  question  has  been  repeatedly  asked,  **  Why 
do  you  give  these  entertainments  so  frequently.'  Would 
not  once  in  two  weeks  be  often  enough  ? "  The  answer 
comes  to  us  every  Monday  even  ing,  as  we  see  the  deep  in- 
interest  manifested  in  the  faces  before  us,  and  the  evident 
pleasure  which  the  entertainments  give.  We  have  no  fears 
that  our  friends  will  become  weary  of  invitations  to  assist, 
for  their  frequent  requests  to  be  sure  and  ask  them  to  come 
again,  are  sufficient  to  show  that  they  too  have  witnessed  the 
delight  which  their  music  or  recitations  impart.     A  remark 
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expressing  the  pleasure  and  pro6t  from  these  gatherings  was 
overheard  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  at  the  close  of  one 
of  the  entertainments,  and  the  conviction  became  stronger 
than  ever  of  the  importance  of  holding  the  evening  gather- 
ings weekly,  from  November  until  May.  A  large  number  of 
games  have  been  donated,  and  are  free  to  any  who  may 
desire  to  use  them. 

Judging  of  the  future  of  the  Union  by  the  past,  we  can 
only  add  that  larger  rooms  will  be  needed  to  accommodate 
all  who  may  desire  to  attend  these  entertainments,  and  in 
which  the  committee  may  present  a  more  varied  programme. 
To  those  friends  who  have  so  kindly  responded  to  our  in- 
vitation to  come  and  lend  their  services  for  an  evening,  we 
express  our  deepest  gratitude ;  yet  we  know  that  they  need 
no  thanks  from  us,  for  the  consciousness  of  being  able  to  im- 
part so  much  happiness  and  pleasure,  should  be,  and  as- 
suredly is,  a  sufficient  reward. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say  to  all  friends  who  have  aided 
us,  that  it  is  through  their  efforts  that  the  Social  Affairs  Com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  carry  on  so  successfully  the  work 
assigned  to  them  during  this  first  year  of  our  Women's 
Union. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  AUSTIN, 

Chairman. 


List  of   Entertainments  Given. 

May  5,  1884.  Singing  by  Miss  Cronyn.  Recitation  by 
Miss  Hume  and  Miss  Sloan.  Duet  (instrumental)  by  Miss 
Green  and  Miss  Irish. 

May  12.     Singing  by  the  quartette  from  St.  John's  Church, 
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Miss  Eloise  Cole,  Miss  Hawley,  Mr.  Fred  Elliott,  Mr.  Seth 
Clark;  Miss  Mussen,  pianist.  Recitations,  Miss  Boasburg 
and  Miss  Sloan. 

May  19.  Music  by  the  Young  Orchestra,  Messrs.  Marcus, 
Falk  and  Roseneau.  Recitations  by  Miss  Hirshfield  and 
Miss  Judd.  Music,  Miss  Tillie  Falk,  Miss  Roseneau  and 
Miss  Fleishman. 

May  26.  Singing  by  the  quartette  from  the  Church  of  the 
Messiah,  Miss  Jennie  Lessler,  Miss  Carrie  Lawrence,  Mr. 
l^apey  and  Mr.  Paige ;  Oliver  Holt,  pianist.  Recitations  by 
Miss  Crissy,  Miss  Sloan,  Miss  Somerville  and  Miss  Mills. 

Nov.  10.  Instrumental  music,  Miss  Nye  and  Mrs.  Ward. 
Recitations,  Miss  Lewis  and  Miss  Husted.  Zither  solo, 
Mr.  E.  L.  Parker.     Vocal  solo,  Mr.  Bartlett. 

Nov.  17.  Piano  solo,  Mrs.  Wade.  Zither  solo,  Mr.  Par- 
ker. Recitations,  Miss  Husted,  Miss  Lewis.  Vocal  solo, 
Mr.  Bartlett. 

Nov.  24.  Instrumental  music,  Mr.  Ward.  Recitations, 
Mr.  Thomson  and  Miss  Merchant.  Song,  Miss  Inez  Me- 
cusker  and  Miss  Strassner.  Zither  solo.  Miss  Pope.  Song, 
Mrs.  Smith. 

Dec.  I.  Reading,  Mr.  James  Munroe.  Songs  by  a  male 
quartette.  Zither  solo,  Mr.  Van  Leauren.  Recitation,  Mrs. 
McDonald.  Song,  Mr.  Kenyon.  Piano  solo,  Mrs.  Ward. 
Song,  Miss  Deidrick. 

Dec.  8.  Instrumental  music,  Mrs.  P.  V.  Carroll.  Talk 
by  Mr.  Merritt  Brooks.  Vocal  solo,  Miss  Poppenberg  and 
Mrs.  McWhorter. 

Jan.  5,  1885.  Instrumental  music,  Miss  M.  Evelyn  Austin. 
Recitations,   Mr.  Thomson,  Miss  Lewis,   Miss   Somerville. 
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Song,  Master   Percey  Lapey   and    Miss  Lapey.      Reading, 
Mrs.  Emmet  Austin. 

Jan.  12.  Singing  by  quartette  from  St.  John's  Church, 
Miss  Hawley,  Miss  Seymour,  Mr.  Bigelow  and  Mr.  Johnson  ; 
accompanist,  Seth  Clark.  Recitation,  Mr.  Watson.  Songs, 
Miss  Seymour,  Miss  Hawley  and  Mr.  Bigelow. 

Jan.  19 — Longfellow  Evening.  Selection  read  by  Mrs. 
D.  S.  Austin.  Song  by  Miss  Jennie  Lessler.  A  paper  on 
the  life  and  works  of  Henry  W.  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Austin. 
Recitation,  Miss  Mary  Hinkley. 

Jan.  26.  An  entertainment  prepared,  but  in  consequence 
of  a  raging  storm  which  prevailed  none  was  given. 

Feb.  2.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Amy  Weeks.  Recitations,  Miss 
Fassett,  Miss  Ferguson,  Miss  Reardon.  Horn  solo,  Mr. 
Lewis.     Banjo  solo,  Miss  Cochran. 

Feb.  9.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Poppenberg.  Recitations,  Miss 
Grace  Milsom  and  Miss  Rosetta  Sherwood.  Vocal  solo. 
Miss  Poppenberg.  A  play — parts  taken  by  eight  young 
ladies — Misses  Mary  Gibbs,  Lottie  Sherman,  Grace  Milsom, 
Rosetta  Sherwood,  May  Clark  and  Miss  Dewey. 

Feb.  16.  Piano  duet,  Mrs.  Church  and  Miss  Hammond. 
Recitations,  Miss  Mildred  Ingalls,  Miss  Melcher.  Song, 
Miss  Blanche  Smith  and  Mr.  Howard.  Piano  solo.  Miss 
Evelyn  Smith. 

Feb.  23.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Lewis.  Recitations,  Miss  Fas- 
sett,  Grace  Marson.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Cushman  and  Miss 
Mulenbruck.  Instrumental  music,  Miss  Lillie  Briggs.  Reci- 
tation, Miss  Hattie  Manchester. 

Mar.  2.  Instrumental  music,  Miss  Orange,  Miss  Schiekler 
and  Miss  Brown.  Recitations,  Miss  Marie  Fisk,  Miss  Alice 
Ferguson.     Song,  Miss  Hamilton. 
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Mar.  9.  Duet  by  the  Misses  Pope  on  the  guitar  and 
zither.  Song,  Miss  Taintor,  Miss  Merchant.  Recitation, 
Mr.  Thomson,  Miss  Eva  Green.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Alice 
Merchant. 

Mar.  16.  Music,  male  quartette,  Messrs.  Howard,  Shief- 
field,  Wilson  and  Duke.  Vocal  solo,  Mrs.  Benedict,  Mrs. 
Smith.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Alice  Baker.  Zither  solo,  Mr. 
Duckeman.     Reading,  Miss  Keene. 

Mar.  23.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Merchant.  Charcoal  sketches, 
Mr.  Simson.  Vocal  duet,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Miss  Merchant. 
Zither  and  guitar.  Misses  Pope.  Recitation,  Miss  Emma 
Merchant. 

Mar.  30.  Songs  by  Mrs.  H.  C.  Fiske,  Miss  Inez  Mecusker, 
Mrs.  A.  Hale,  Mrs.  Milton  Brown  and  Mr.  Charles  Dempsy; 
accompanists.  Misses  Shaner  and  Connell.  Zither  solo,  Mr. 
Wm.  G.  Thomas.  Recitations,  Misses  Mabel  Johnson, 
Annie  Somerville  and  Marie  Fiske. 

April  6.  Songs  by  Miss  Cobb  and  Miss  Lessler.  Reading, 
Miss  Merchant.  A  paper  by  Miss  Lucy  Lord  about  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 

April  13.  Instrumental  music,  Miss  Julia  Green,  Miss 
Lillie  Briggs.  Recitations,  Mr.  Duncan  and  Miss  Ida 
Evans.     Songs,  Mrs.  Taylor,  Mr.  Pottenger  and  Mr.  Brand. 

April  20.  Vocal  solos,  Mrs.  M.  V.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Tur- 
ton.  Piano  solos.  Miss  Herger  and  Arthur  Detmans.  Read- 
ing, Miss  Ada  Gates.     Address,  Mr.  N.  Roseneau. 

April  27.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Sliter.  Song,  Mr.  Andrews. 
Recitations,  Miss  Hume,  Mr.  Thomson,  Mr.  Duncan  and 
Miss  Allie  Smith.  Remarks  by  the  President,  Mrs.  Town- 
send. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 


As  to-day  the  Women's  Union  celebrates  the  close  of  its 
first  year's  work,  the  report  of  this  committee  must  neces- 
sarily include  a  history  of  its  organization,  some  of  its 
experiments  in  a  new  and  untried  field  of  labor,  and  some 
statistics,  showing  what  has  been  accomplished. 

In  the  By-Laws  of  our  Constitution,  the  one  relating  to 
the  Educational  Committee,  says :  **  It  shall  seek  to  obtain 
and  disseminate  true  ideas  affecting  the  higher  questions  of 
human  interest,  forming  Lecture  Bureaus,  providing  Lectures, 
Conversations  and  Classes,  and  making  such  other  provision 
as  will  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women." 
In  accordance  with  this  plan,  the  committee  was  organized 
March  13,  1884,  with  Mrs.  J.  B.  Parke,  as  chairman.  On 
the  15th  of  May,  a  class  was  opened  in  type-writing  with 
twenty-three  members;  on  the  1 6th,  one  in  penmanship  with 
twelve  members,  and  on  the  27th,  one  in  book-keeping  with 
ten  members.  These  classes  were  free  to  members  of  the 
Society,  the  teachers  kindly  giving  their  services,  and  were 
continued  until  the  beginning  of  August.  During  the  month 
of  September,  arrangements  were  made  for  opening  the  classes 
in  the  fall,  and  circulars  were  prepared.  At  the  Directors* 
meeting,  held  in  October,  Mrs.  Parke  having  resigned  the 
chairmanship  of  the  committee,  the  present  chairman  was 
appointed  to  fill  her  place. 

During  the  week  beginning  October  2olh,  the  classes  which 
had  been  discontinued  during  the  summer  were  resumed,  and 
others  opened  in  arithmetic,  stenography,  free-hand  drawing. 
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French  and  German  conversation,  and  drd^s-making.  For 
these  new  classes,  with  the  exception  of  arithmetic,  a  charge 
of  ten  cents  per  lesson  was  made,  the  money  in  each  instance 
being  given  for  the  payment  of  the  teacher  of  the  class.  In 
January,  1885,  new  circulars  were  issued  and  additional 
classes  in  day  book-keeping  and  water-colors  were  opened, 
for  which  ten  cents  per  lesson  was  charged,  and  on  February 
28th,  a  free  class  in  reading  was  organized.  All  these  classes, 
with  the  exception  of  dress-making,  were  closed  by  the  ist 
of  May,  1885.  The  number  of  pupils  attending  these 
classes,  with  the  teachers  in  charge,  are  as  follows : 

Stenography,  Miss  Amelia  R.  Lee,  23,  average  9 ;  evening 
book-keeping,  Misses  Davidson,  Baker,  Merchant,  30,  aver- 
age 9;  day  book-keeping.  Miss  Stoneman,  13,  average  7; 
penmanship,  Miss  McCartey  (spring).  Miss  Stoneman  (winter), 
37,  average  20;  arithmetic.  Miss  Inskip,  28,  average  10 ;  read- 
ing, Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams,  15,  average  10;  French  conversa- 
tion. Prof.  Baillot,  28,  average  8 ;  German  conversation,  Frau 
Linke,  40,  average  6 ;  free-hand  drawing.  Miss  Helen  Hor- 
ton,  26,  average  6;  water-colors.  Miss  Annie  Granger,  11, 
average  7;  type-writing.  Misses  Knapp,  Mathews,  Rice, 
Dickey,  37;  dress-making,  Mrs.  P.  V.  Carroll,  first  class 
45,  second  class  29,  third  class  18,  total  92. 

From  the  teachers  and  committees  having  charge  of  these 
classes,  most  gratifying  reports  have  been  received  of  the 
interest  manifested  by  the  pupils  and  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished.  The  teacher  of  stenography  writes,  "The 
committee  may  be  assured  that  no  students  could  have  done 
better  in  a  six-months*  course  with  but  two  lessons  of  an 
hour  each  during  the  week.  That  so  much  has  been  acquired 
shows  a  diligence  in  study  at  home.  It  has  been  their  object 
to  write  with  correctness  rather  than  speed,  and  yet  a  speed 
of  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  words  a  minute  was  gained. 
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They  have  laid  good  and  solid  foundations  and  the  practical 
value  of  the  work  will  depend  on  themselves.  The  Union 
has  afforded  them  at  a  small  cost  an  opportunity  for  gaining 
pleasure  or  profit  in  a  delightful  employment,  either  as 
amateurs  or  professionals."  In  the  day  book-keeping,  six 
pupils  completed  the  work  laid  out  for  them,  showing  at  the 
close  of  the  class,  books  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud." 
Others,  who  had  no  time  for  study  at  home,  showed  good 
progress.  Penmanship  was  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
flourishing  of  the  evening  classes,  growing  to  such  propor- 
tions that  the  use  of  both  class-rooms  was  required.  Those 
who  attended  regularly,  showed  marked  progress  and  seemed 
fully  to  appreciate  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  Union. 
One  member  said  she  had  never  received  so  much  benefit 
from  one  dollar  in  her  life.  Many  interested  themselves  in 
bringing  in  new  members  to  enjoy  the  same  privileges,  show- 
ing a  personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Union  of  a  most 
gratifying  nature.  From  the  writing  class,  by  special  request 
of  the  pupils,  a  reading  class  was  formed,  and  although  it  was 
continued  but  two  months,  the  members  of  the  class  could 
themselves  see  the  improvement,  and  the  hour  given  twice  a 
week  was  enjoyed  by  pupils  and  teachers  alike.  From  the 
French  and  German  classes  comes  the  report  that  the  regular 
attendants  feel  that  they  have  derived  more  benefit  at  a  nomi- 
nal expense  than  could  have  been  obtained  in  any  other  way. 
In  the  drawing  and  water-color  classes,  although  the  attend- 
ance has  been  small,  the  report  is  that  the  improvement  on 
the  part  of  the  pupils  has  been  very  satisfactory  to  the 
teachers.  In  type- writing,  after  the  first  few  weeks,  no 
regular  class  was  possible.  The  teachers  came  when  new 
pupils  entered  and  gave  the  few  lessons  necessary,  and  the 
pupils  practiced  afterwards  on  the  type-writers  belonging  to 
the  Society.     The  dress-making  class,  which  has   been  so 
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successfully  carried  on  during  the  winter,  has  finished  two 
courses  and  the  third  is  still  in  progress.  Expressions  of 
satisfaction  have  been  received  from  many  who  have  finished 
the  course,  and,  judging  from  the  numbers  who  have  learned 
this  "perfect  method  of  fitting,'*  we  may  expect  in  the 
future  to  see  fewer  ill-made  dresses. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  and  of  the  Union  are  due  to 
the  faithful  corps  of  teachers  who  have  helped  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  this  department.  Twice  a  week,  through  all 
this  long,  cold  winter,  with  small  remuneration,  and  in  some 
cases  with  none  but  the  knowledge  of  the  good  they  were 
doing,  each  class  has  found  them  at  their  posts.  The  chair- 
man wishes  especially  to  express  her  gratitude  for  the  kind 
assistance  she  has  received  in  making  the  work  of  this  depart- 
ment so  successful.  As  helps  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
classes,  two  type-wrilers  have  been  bought  by  the  Society, 
one  caligraph  was  donated  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Ruger  and  one 
type-writer  was  loaned  by  Father  Kelly;  writing  cards,  black- 
boards and  tables  have  been  purchased,  and  fifteen  dollars 
has  been  expended  for  cards  and  plaster  casts  for  the  use  of 
the  drawing  class.  In  a<ldition  to  the  classes,  a  prominent 
feature  of  the  work  of  this  department  has  been  the  meetings 
of  the  "  Union  Coterie  "  which  have  been  held  every  month  of 
the  working  year.  The  first  was  held  April  26, 1884,  with  an 
encouraging  attendance.  Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the 
paper  which  was  read  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley  on  "  The  Dig- 
nity of  Labor."  It  was  followed  by  discussion,  and  many  who 
were  unaccustomed  to  the  sound  of  their  own  voices  in  public 
did  themselves  credit  in  speaking.  At  the  one  held  May  24th 
the  topic  presented  was  "  Domestic  Problems."  Extracts  were 
read  by  Mrs.  Parke  from  the  best  authorities  on  the  subject 
and  an  interesting  discussion  followed.  At  the  end  of  the 
hour,  the  subject  not  being  exhausted,  it  was  decided  by  a 


30 

unanimous  vote  to  continue  it  on  June  7th.  At  this  meeting 
reading  was  followed  by  discussion  as  before.  November 
7th,  a  very  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Green- 
man  on  "  Woman  as  an  Inventor."  December  5th,  a  sketch 
of  the  life  and  labors  of  Elizabeth  Fry,  entitled  "One 
Woman's  Work,"  was  given  by  Mrs.  M.  L.  Thompson.  On 
January  9,  1885,  the  chairman  read  Mrs.  Ewing's  paper  on 
"  Our  Kitchen  Interests."  This  paper  which  was  originally 
given  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  A.  A.  W.,  was  kindly  lent 
for  our  use.  It  called  forth  a  lively  discussion  and  some 
practical  suggestions  from  those  present,  and  it  is  expected 
the  result  will  be  the  establishment  of  a  cooking  and  training 
school  during  the  coming  year.  On  February  6th,  a  paper  on 
"Woman  in  the  Industrial  Arts,"  was  given  by  Miss  Ella  C. 
Lapham  of  Fredonia.  March  5th,  one  on  "Literature  for 
the  Young,"  by  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Heath.  On  March  2 2d,  an 
excellent  paper  by  Miss  Frances  F.  Fisher,  of  Cleveland, 
entitled  "Chance  and  Fate,"  was  read,  and  the  course  con- 
cluded with  a  paper  on  "The  Esthetics  of  Dress,"  by  Mrs. 
P.  V.  Carroll.  These  meetings  have  been  well  attended 
and  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  we  believe  that  the  require- 
ment that  "  papers  on  subjects  of  vital  interest  to  women 
shall  be  presented  and  discussed  "  has  been  fully  met.  The 
thanks  of  the  committee  are  most  heartily  extended  to  those 
ladies  whose  papers  have  made  our  Coterie  meetings  so 
enjoyable. 

As  a  whole,  the  committee  can  look  back  on  a  year  of 
successful  work.  Doubtless  many  mistakes  have  been  made, 
which  with  the  aid  of  experience  gained  can  be  remedied  in 
the  future.  Already  plans  have  been  made  for  further  work 
during  the  coming  year.  Among  other  things  contemplated 
is  a  course  of  Law  Lectures  for  Women.  The  lamentable 
ignorance  of  women  as  to  the  laws  of  the  State  which  con- 
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cern  their  sex,  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  property,  of 
inheritance,  of  dower,  of  guardianship  of  children,  and 
many  others,  is  demonstrated  daily,  and  it  is  believed  that 
such  a  course  of  lectures  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
women  of  this  Society.  Other  plans  for  presenting  subjects 
of  interest  have  not  as  yet  been  thoroughly  worked  out. 

In  conclusion,  we  believe  that  we  have  fully  proved  that 
when  women  come  together  for  mutual  help  and  improvement 
the  result  is,  greater  sympathy  for,  and  interest  in  each  other, 
a  broadening  of  ideas,  and  a  desire  for  still  further  advance- 
ment. With  teachers,  pupils  and  committee  alike  the  experi- 
ence is  the  same,  that  those  who  have  worked  the  hardest 
and  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  have  received  the  most 
pleasure  and  profit  themselves.  In  all  things  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  carry  out  the  true  spirit  of  the  Union,  which 
seeks  to  benefit  every  one  who  enters  its  doors. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE  STONEMAN  WILLIAMS. 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EMPLOYMENT  COMMITTEE. 

October  i,  1884,  to  May  i,  1885. 


A  POPULAR  periodical  lately  published  contains  the  fol- 
lowing item:  "An  English  woman  who  is  working  great 
reforms  as  to  the  employments  of  her  own  sex,  after  a  recent 
tour  through  this  country,  remarked  that  the  most  surprising 
feature  of  our  social  life  was  to  her  the  inability  of  our 
women  to  use  their  hands; "  and  this  committee  has  found 
it  a  fact  that  very  many  women,  suddenly  deprived  of  abund- 
ance and  confronted  with  the  necessity  of  earning  their  own 
livelihood,  do  not  know  how  to  use  their  hands  successfully. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  department  to  help  to  remedy  this 
defect,  to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall 
be  a  true  help  for  women;  and  also  to  make  reasonable 
efforts  to  find  openings  where  those  having  practical  knowl- 
edge may  make  it  available,  and  thereby  obtain  such  remun- 
eration as  is  necessary  for  their  suitable  maintenance.  jThis 
committee  was  not  organized  until  October  ist,  and  therefore 
reports  the  work  of  but  seven  months. 

With  regard  to  adopting  industrial  methods,  the  time  has 
been  too  short  to  perfect  such  plans  as  are  under  considera- 
tion, in  time  fpr  this  report.  The  committee  has  not,  how- 
ever, been  idle.  It  has  sown  good  seed,  which  it  is  hoped 
will,  in  the  near  future,  yield  an  abundant  harvest. 

In  the  second  part  of  the  work,  that  of  finding  employ- 
ment for  women,  one  hundred  and  five  situations  have  been 
secured,  many  of  them  permanent,  making  an  average  of 
fifteen  per  month.     During  October,  the  first  month  of  our 
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work,  places  were  found  for  seven,  and  in  April,  the  last 
month,  twenty-seven. 

Very  many  from  whom  the  committee  have  received  no 
word  have  been  sent  to  places  that  seemed  suited  to  their 
needs,  and  it  is  presumed  that  they  were  employed. 

The  few  earnest  women  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
work  are  confident  that  it  is  not  only  those  for  whom  they 
have  labored  that  have  been  benefited,  but  that  they,  too, 
are  helped,  that  their  patience  and  perseverance  have  been 
increased,  and  their  hearts  warmed  with  sympathy.  And 
they  believe  that  there  is  no  better  thing,  that  a  woman  can 
do,  in  order  to  advance  toward  her  ideal  of  perfect  woman- 
hood, than  to  "lend  a  hand." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  A.  BROWN, 

Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  THE  PROTECTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 


An  old  German  proverb  is  thus  freely  translated :  "  Keep 
your  spindle  ready,  sister,  and  the  Lord  will  send  the  flax." 
In  the  case  of  the  particular  spindle  produced  by  Mrs. 
Townsend  in  February,  1884,  I  am  sure  that  even  that  wise 
woftian  did  not  realize  the  vast  amount  of  flax  already  made 
into  bundles,  and  more  than  ready  for  the  spindle.  From 
some  of  that  band  of  women  who  met  in  a  small,  bare  room 
in  this  building,  more  than  a  year  ago,  you  have  heard  of 
philanthropic  labors;  the  successful  efforts  of  the  Educa- 
tional Committee,  who  gathered  many  of  the  young  women 
of  our  city  to  spend  their  leisure  hours  in  self-improvement; 
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and  from  those  in  charge  of  that  branch,  of  employment 
given  to  thankful  women.  You  may  consider  that  you  have 
already  heard  all  that  pertains  to  the  legitimate  work  of  the 
Women's  Union,  and  mentally  query,  What  can  a  protective 
department  do — what  need  is  there  for  it  ?  Our  duties  were, 
to  "  investigate  complaints  of  dues  unjustly  withheld  from 
working  women.  If  complaints  were  found  to  be  just,  the 
services  of  lawyers  were  to  be  given,  free  of  charge,  though 
law  is  looked  upon  as  a  last  resort."  This  paragraph,  quoted 
from  our  circular,  shows  the  scope  of  our  labors.  We  started 
with  a  committee  of  seven,  each  taking  an  afternoon  weekly 
in  which  to  be  at  the  rooms,  receive  complaints,  investigate, 
and  report  the  next  week  the  results.  Beginning  in  March, 
1884,  we  have  received  over  one  hundred  complaints  of  every 
degree  of  honesty  and  dishonesty.  We  can  not  use  too  forci- 
ble language  in  urging  upon  all  mistresses  or  masters,  that 
they  make  their  servants  understand  clearly  the  agreement 
between  them,  as  to  labor  and  wages,  the  length  of  time 
when  notice  is  to  be  given,  if  either  wish  to  change,  and  to 
invariably  take  receipts  for  all  payments  of  money,  and  that 
in  turn  all  clerks,  seamstresses  or  servants  must  make  posi- 
tive bargains,  understanding  fully  their  duties  and  wages 
before  beginning  their  work.  Many  of  the  complaints  given 
us,  arose  from  misunderstandings  on  these  points  between 
the  employer  and  servant. 

We  started  on  our  protective  duties  under  the  direction  of 
our  chairman,  Mrs.  LeRoy  S.  Oatman,  who  was  already  well 
known  to  many  whom  we  wished  to  benefit,  by  incessant 
labors  for  many  years  in  industrial  school-work ;  but  she  was 
compelled  to  leave  us  last  fall,  her  physician  ordering  com- 
plete rest  from  her  manifold  duties,  but  the  committee  did 
not  accept  the  resignation  sent  by  Mrs.  Oatman,  for — hoping 
that  this  spring  would  find  her  able  to  resume  her  duties,  the 
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one  who  stands  always  ready  to  hold  up  the  standard  as  one 
after  another  has  been  obliged  to  succumb  to  the  inevitable 
and  retreat  for  rest  and  relief — our  worthy  president  has  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  chairman  for  some  months,  in  addition  to 
her  already  onerous  duties.  We  have  received  one  hundred 
and  twelve  complaints  since  March,  1884;  the  largest  claim 
against  an  individual  is  (61.00  for  servant's  wages,  and  the 
smallest  eighty-five  cents;  the  largest  against  an  institution  is 
for  $123.00  for  salary  of  librarian  and  assistant.  The  claims 
presented,  with  amount  specified,  amount  to  $3,693.21}^, 
including  an  insurance  claim  of  $2,000,  which  was  not 
collectable;  the  total  amount  recovered,  $1)955.55;  cases 
still  in  course  of  settlement,  eighteen ;  cases  dropped,  as 
complaints  were  found  not  to  be  well  founded,  thirty ;  cases 
where. defendants  could  not  be  found,  eight;  three  cases 
were  given  in  charge  of  Philanthropic  Committee;  one 
interesting  pension  case  is  still  in  course  of  settlement. 

If  time  permitted,  much  that  would  interest  you  might  be 
told,  but  it  will  only  be  possible  to  mention  one  or  two  cases 
of  importance.  The  first  case  given  us,  was  one  of  withheld 
inheritance,  when  we  were  instrumental  in  obtaining  $1,350, 
a  small  fortune  to  the  poor  young  mother,  struggling,  trying 
by  hard  work  to  maintain  three  children,  and  embittered  by 
the  knowledge  that  the  paternal  grandfather  had  provided 
by  will  for  this  emergency  that  had  come  into  her  life;  but 
she  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  much-needed  money. 

Nearly  three  thousand  years  ago,  a  wise  man  wrote  :  **  .So 
I  returned  and  beheld  the  tears  of  such  as  were  oppressed, 
and  they  had  no  comforter;  on  the  side  of  their  oppressors 
was  power."  Ought  not  all  women  to  be  thankful  that  for 
them,  in  this  respect  at  least,  the  *'  latter  days  are  better 
than  the  former."  The  Protective  Union  of  New  York 
City   has   succeeded   in    the   last  twenty  years  in  placing 


36 

enough  power  "  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed,*'  to  collect 
nearly  ^^30,000  for  the  working  women  of  that  city  from 
unjust,  dishonest  or  careless  employers.  Probably  the  case 
numbered  91  will  command  the  attention  of  those  present 
more  than  any  other  that  I  recorded : 

In  July  last,  a  letter  was  received  from  a  young  woman 
who  had  been  confined  in  an  insane  asylum  for  twenty-one 
months.  This  letter  contained  a  strong  appeal  to  the 
Women's  Union  for  assistance  in  obtaining  a  medical  exami- 
nation as  to  her  sanity,  by  physicians  fioi  connected  with  the 
asylum.  Our  chairman,  with  the  president  of  the  Union, 
consulted  with  the  counsellors  of  this  department ;  the  father 
was  interviewed,  and  consented  to  procure  the  bonds  nec- 
essary to  take  her  out  of  the  asylum,  so  that  she  could 
receive  this  examination,  and  in  September  made  an  effort 
to  remove  his  daughter,  which  was  not  successful.  This 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  father  led  Mrs,  Oatman  to  write 
the  judge  who  had  committed  the  patient  to  the  asylum, 
telling  of  the  appeal  to  the  Women's  Union,  and  asking 
advice  in  regard  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  insure  this 
examination,  which  the  Union  was  determined  should  be 
obtained.  The  judge  becoming  interested,  went  twice  to 
the  asylum  to  see  the  patient,  and  on  the  i6th  of  November 
went  again  to  request  her  removal  for  the  purpose  stated, 
which  was  again  refused.  After  other  arguments  had  failed, 
the  judge  presented  a  letter  from  the  Protective  Department 
and  said  that  the  Union  were  prepared  to  take  the  young 
woman  out  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  to  receive  her  examina- 
tion. In  half  an  hour  the  judge  left  the  asylum  accompanied 
by  the  patient  who  has  been  a  happy  member  of  his  family  from 
that  day  until  this,  and  though  taken  from  a  ward  where  she 
had  been  confined  with  raving  maniacs  and  placed  in  this 
refined  home,  has  endeared  herself  to  each  member  of  the 
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household,  winning  her  place  in  their  hearts,  for  she  was  to 
them  "a  stranger,  sick  and  in  prison,  and  they  took  her  in." 
As  wrong  impressions  have  gone  abroad  in  regard  to  this  case, 
it  is  but  just  to  the  Union  to  state  the  exact  circumstances; 
also,  that  the  Women's  Union  only  desired  that  the  person  in 
question  should  have  the  medical  examination  requested,  and 
are  not  responsible  because  she  was  released  without  it,  but 
we  wish  it  understood  that  no  appeal  for  help  from  any  woman 
in  trouble  shall  be  disregarded,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to  grant 
relief. 

For  those  who  know  nothing  of  the  history  of  this  pro- 
tective work,  I  will  say,  that  the  first  organization  for  the 
protection  of  working  women  was  started  in  New  York 
City  during  the  late  civil  war.  The  great  misery  and  suffer- 
ing among  women  who  were  trying  to  support  themselves 
led  benevolent  persons  to  make  inquiries  regarding  the  diffi- 
culties encountered,  the  labor  performed  and  amount  of 
wages  paid.  The  results  obtained,  showed  such  uncon- 
cealed frauds,  involving  untold  misery,  that  the  first  Protec- 
tive Union  was  formed  under  the  following  circumstances : 
In  November,  1864,  a  mechanic  went  to  the  editorial  office 
of  Mr.  Moses  S.  Beach  in  New  York.  The  request  for  an 
interview  granted,  Mr.  Beach  found  an  earnest,  sorrowful 
man,  a  plasterer  just  from  his  work.  He  told  of  the  hard- 
ships then  being  endured  by  working  women,  saying  he 
"  met  them  every  day  by  thousands,  and  knew  that  many  of 
them  must  be  starving;"  then  added,  "I  am  doing  some- 
thing about  it  myself,  but  I  want  a  little  of  your  help ;  I  have 
hired  a  hall  in  the  Bowery,  and  I  have  paid  for  an  advertise- 
ment calling  a  mass-meeting  of  these  women ;  I  wish  you 
would  notice  it  editorially."  At  this  meeting  half  a  dozen 
prominent  men  were  asked  to  be  present ;  the  hall  was  full 
of  eager,  trembling   women.      One  of  the  gentlemen    was 
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asked  to  preside;  a  joint  committee  was  formed  to  devise 
suitable  measures  of  relief,  to  be  reported  at  a  subsequent 
meeting.  For  several  hours  this  committee  debated  this 
important  subject.  The  women  stated  that  all  they  asked, 
was  the  money  promised  to  be  paid  when  work  was  per- 
formed, saying :  "  We  ask  for  nothing  but  our  honestly 
earned  wages.  We  do  not  get  more  than  half  of  what  is 
promised,  and  often  we  get  nothing  at  all."  So  this  com- 
mittee reported  that  the  working  women  of  New  York  only 
asked  for  "  honest  pay  for  honest  work,"  and  the  Working 
Women's  Protective  Union  was  soon  established.  The 
plasterer  who  made  this  first  decisive  step  for  the  working 
women  has  always  been  a  director  in  this  organization, 
which  is  a  truly  American  institution. 

A  few  years  since,  Emily  Faithful,  speaking  on  an  occa- 
sion like  this,  declared  that  nothing  of  this  kind  existed  in 
England,  nor  on  the  European  continent.  "  It  was  a  genu- 
ine American  idea,  that  crystallized  the  law  of  the  land  into 
a  mighty  engine  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  protection  of 
the  poor  and  humble  sisterhood  of  our  race."  I  hope  you 
no  longer  ask,  oh !  my  sisters,  of  what  use  or  good  is  a  com- 
mittee on  protection.  Aside  from  the  relief  to  those  who 
obtain  their  just  dues,  a  great  moral  lesson  is  taught  the  one 
who  is  forced  to  fulfill  his  obligation.  When  one  is  trying 
to  evade  paying  a  just  debt  of  even  eighty-five  cents,  and  is 
made  to  understand,  that  by  persuasion,  if  possible,  by  iaw^ 
if  necessary,  that  eighty-five  cents  will  be  collected,  the 
lesson  is  taught,  and  the  mere  fact  that  the  Women's  Union 
exists,  opening  a  door  of  relief  to  the  oppressed,  will  make 
wrong  and  fraud  tremble  when  detection  and  exposure 
become  manifestly  probable.  We  number  now,  I  believe, 
nearly  seven  hundred  members.  We  each  have  our  different 
convictions  upon  great  religious  truths,  according  as  we  are 
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Hebrews,  Romanists  or  Protestants,  but  we  are  bound  by  a 
common  sympathy,  working  in  harmony,  endeavoring  to 
help  all  women,  and  each  other,  grieving  over  the  melan- 
choly truth  that  so  many  are  suffering  from  injustice  and 
sorrow,  rejoicing  that  many  are  trying  to  bear  their  burdens 
bravely,  "keeping  their  faces  ever  towards  the  sunrise." 
And  those  among  you,  who  have  met  day  after  day,  strain- 
ing every  nerve  to  make  this  Women's  Union  a  success — 
dear  fellow-workers,  in  this  labor  of  love,  though  sometimes 
feeling  the  burden  to  be  heavy,  and  often  doubtless  tempted 
to  *'seat  ourselves  in  ease,"  taking  all  the  beauty  in  life,  and 
not  to  care  why  so  many  of  our  less  fortunate  sisters  falter 
and  fall  by  the  way,  remember  that  the  greatest  Teacher  that 
ever  came  into  this  world,  told  His  disciples  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  Samaritan,  who  with  comforting  care  raised 
the  wounded,  suffering  traveler,  took  him  to  a  shelter,  pro- 
vided for  his  present  necessities  and  future  need.  Not 
many  steps  need  any  of  us  take  to  find  the  wounded  traveler 
of  to-day,  that  sad  despairing  woman,  not  knowing  where  to 
turn  for  a  helping  hand ;  that  despondent  girl,  where  a  kind 
word  and  smile  would  serve  for  the  "  oil  and  wine  "  of  the 
Samaritan  ;  the  homeless  children ;  the  numberless  thousands 
in  woful  want,  from  the  weakness  or  sins  of  others ;  those 
suffering  from  their  own  guilt — those  are  the  ones  symbolized 
in  the  parable,  but  we  must  look  upon  this  world  with  eyes 
from  which  the  veil  of  selfishness  has  been  withdrawn  by  the 
hand  of  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  who  said  :  "A  new  command- 
ment give  I  unto  you — That  ye  love  one  another." 

In  behalf  of  my  committee,  I  wish  to  make  most  grateful 
mention  of  our  indebtedness  to  those  gentlemen  of  the  legal 
profession,  who  have  so  generously  aided  us  with  counsel 
during  the  past  year.  Whatever  success  has  been  attained 
by  this  department  is  largely  due  to  the  unfailing  zeal  of  our 
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counsellors,  the  Hon.  James  O.  Putnam  and  Messrs.  Norton, 
Simons  and  Rosenau,  upon  whom  we  have  called  nearly 
every  week  for  advice,  and  whose  unfailing  courtesy  has 
never  made  us  feel  that  we  were  trespassing  upon  valuable 
time.  As  a  committee,  we  hope  that  our  successors  in  this 
Protective  Department,  will  meet  with  much  greater  success 
than  we  have,  that  the  seed  sown  in  this  year  of  existence 
will  blossom  into  perfect  harvest,  under  other  and  more 
practiced  hands. 

Members  of  the  Union !  I  am  going  to  give  you  a  little 
sermon,  from  Elizabeth  Stuart  Phelps,  whom  many  of  us 
love  for  her  earnest  words,  and  as  I  write  them,  the  dark 
shadows  of  the  Death  Angel  are  slowly  gathering  about  one 
who  has  earnestly  watched  the  progress  of  the  Union,  hoping 
it  would  prove  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  women  of  her  dear 
city,  where  her  unselfish  life  has  been  spent,  filled  with  kind 
deeds  for  women,  children  and  men,  besides  ever  "  raising 
her  voice  for  the  dumb.**  May  some  of  her  earnest  desire 
to  help  all  who  were  in  trouble,  be  carried  with  these  thoughts 
into  some  hearts  here,  who  have  not  thought  much  of  these 
better  things  of  life.  "  Don't  fritter  your  womanhood  away 
into  bubbles,  however  rare  may  be  the  rainbows  on  their 
surface.  God  has  given  to  each  of  us  a  corner  of  his  own, 
of  her  own,  in  this  crowded  world.  Somewhere  our  work 
lies  waiting,  and  somewhere,  ah  !  somewhere^  it  must  wait 
and  wail  after  us,  if  so  be  we  go  out  of  this  life  and  have 
not  found  it.  You  may  not  be  able  to  go  on  a  mission  or 
convert  an  emperor,  but  you  can  watch  with  a  sick  Sunday- 
school  scholar  or  trim  a  bonnet  for  a  servant.  If  you  can 
not  manage  an  orphan  asylum,  you  can  comfort  a  homesick 
girl ;  if  you  can  not  write  books,  you  can  be  a  true  friend  to 
your  seamstress.  With  Him,  who  will  be  sure  to  open 
opportunities  for  your  faithful  hands,  nothing  is  common  or 
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unclean,  nothing  small  and  useless,  but  selfishness  and 
frivolity.  It  is  better  to  try  and  fail,  and  take  courage  and 
try  again,  and  learn,  and  unlearn,  and  relearn,  while  hearts 
and  hands  are  left  to  you,  than  not  to  have  it  honestly  said 
of  you,  '  she  hath  done  what  she  could.' "  For  behold  the 
night  Cometh  wherein  no  man  can  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
Secretary  Protective  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  HYGIENE  AND 
PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 


Four  courses  of  lectures  have  been  provided  in  this 
department  during  the  year.  The  first  arranged,  was  a 
free  course  of  ten  lectures  and  papers,  one  each  month 
except  August  and  September,  Fridays  at  four  o'clock. 
Mrs.  G.  Howard  Lewis  gave  the  opening  about  the  month 
of  May,  with  an  excellent  paper  entitled  "Sanitary  Drain- 
age of  Our  Homes,"  illustrated  by  models  of  traps  and 
black-board  drawings.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Wade  gave  the  second, 
in  June,  taking  for  her  subject,  "Exercise."  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Green  gave  a  paper  on  "Ventilation  of  Dwelling  Houses," 
early  in  August.  In  October,  Mrs.  P.  V.  Carroll  read  a 
carefully  prepared  paper  on  "Physical  Culture."  Novem- 
ber 2 1  St,  Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris  read  a  paper  upon  "Alcohol." 
December  19th,  Dr.  Mary  Berkes  presented  a  paper  entitled 
'*  Qualifications  of  a  Nurse  for   the   Sick."     The   January 
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meeting  was  a  departure  from  the  regular  routine.  The  sub- 
ject discussed  was  a  Gymnasium  for  Women  and  Children, 
and  at  the  close,  a  rising  vote  in  favor  of  the  project  being 
taken,  a  very  strong  demonstration  of  approval  was  at  once 
made.  On  February  20th,  Dr.  Mary  B.  Moody  read  a  paper 
on  "  Prevention  of  Asiatic  Cholera."  Dr.  Searing,  of  Roch- 
ester, was  engaged  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  "Structure 
and  Hygiene  of  the  Skin  "  for  the  March  meeting,  but  was 
obliged  to  postpone  it.  Dr.  Helen  P.  Morehouse  gave  an 
interesting  talk  to  Girl  Students,  April  17,  to  a  very  full 
house.  Each  of  the  above  papers  was  followed  by  a  free 
discussion,  also  the  lecture  by  Dr.  Morehouse.  The 
attendance  was  variable,  but  usually  fair  to  large.  In 
physiology,  twenty  free  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  Sarah  H. 
Morris,  commencing  about  the  middle  of  November  and 
closing  April  9th,  average  attendance  being  estimated  with- 
out actual  count  at  seventy-five. 

A  course  entitled  "  First  Aid  to  the  Injured,"  consisting 
of  five  lectures  was  opened  March  9th  and  closed  with  an 
examination  for  the  New  York  Aid  Society  diploma,  Satur- 
day, April  nth.  Only  eight  persons  presented  themselves 
for  examination  and  received  the  award,  although  the  attend- 
ance upon  the  lectures  was  very  large.  These  were,  Mary 
A.  Fleming,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Margaret  L.  Lauden- 
bacher,  Mary  M.  Keene,  Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Emma  F.  Lau- 
denbacher,  Linda  Dowd  and  Robert  O.  Moody.  The 
lectures  were  excellent,giving  much  information  of  a  practi- 
cal and  highly  useful  sort  not  likely  to  be  obtained  else- 
where. Tickets  for  the  entire  course  were  sold  at  fifty 
cents ;  single  admissions  were  fifteen  cents.  The  net  pro- 
ceeds were  $49.75,  and  are  deposited  in  the  Erie  County 
Savings  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Manikin  Fund.  The 
lectures  were  arranged   as   follows:      Monday,  March  9th, 
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"  General  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,"  illustrated  with 
manikin,  charts,  etc.,  by  Charles  Gary,  m.  d.,  Professor 
of  Anatomy  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo;  Monday,  March  i6th,  "  Hemorrhage  and  Impro- 
vised Means  of  Arresting  It,"  by  Roswell  Park,  m.  d.,  of  the 
same  university ;  Wednesday,  March  aglh,"  Fractures,  Burns, 
Scalds,"  etc.,  by  Bernard  Bartow,  m.  d.;  Monday,  March  30th, 
"  Unconsciousness,  Fits,  Fainting  and  Poisons,"  by  M.  B. 
Folwell,  M.  D.;  Monday,  April  6th, "  Care  of  the  Sick,"  by 
Henry  R.  Hopkins,  m.  d.  This  lecture  was  illustrated  by  the 
assistance  of  the  superintendent  of  nurses  from  the  General 
Hospital,  Miss  Thompson,  and  a  student.  Miss  Clement,  a 
small  boy,  a  bed,  poultices,  hot  compresses,  etc.  Dr.  Park 
declined  to  serve  and  Dr.  Bartow's  lecture  was  given  March 
1 6th,  Dr.  J.  W.  Keene,  giving  the  lecture  upon  "Hemor- 
rhage "  on  the  29th.  Dr.  Folwell  also  declining  to 
serve.  Dr.  Granger,  of  the  Buffalo  Insane  Asylum,  lec- 
tured upon  "Unconsciousness,"  etc.  Such  was  the  suc- 
cess of  this  course  of  afternoon  lectures,  that  a  second 
similar  one  was  arranged  for  the  evening,  of  which  three 
were  given  before  the  annual  meeting.  The  subjects  were 
the  same  and  arranged  in  the  same  order  as  the  first  course. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Keene  gave  the  first  lecture ;  Dr.  Tremaine,  an 
army  surgeon,  the  second;  Dr.  Bartow,  the  third;  Dr.  Put- 
nam, the  fourth,  and  Dr.  H.  R.  Hopkins  repeated  his  upon 
"Care  of  the  Sick,"  May  14th.  The  attendance  upon  the 
last  course  was  fair,  but  not  nearly  so  large  as  upon  the  first. 
Contributions  and  collections  from  the  physiology  class, 
amounting  to  $11.75,  ^^^e  been  received  from  Mrs.  P.  V. 
Carroll,  and  deposited  in  the  bank,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lectures.  Reports  from  the  sale  of  tickets  to 
the  second  course  are  not  yet  all  in,  but  the  net  proceeds, 
so  far  as  reported,  are  $17.75. 
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Fourteen  persons  passed  the  examination  following  the 
second  course  of  lectures :  Faith  D.  Madden,  Alicia  Blaney, 
Sarah  A.  Brown,  Anna  Lord,  Elizabeth  Graham  Brown, 
Emma  Josephine  Graham,  Minnie  M.  Gibson,  Susie  Berrick, 
Fred  S.  Moody,  Margaret  G.  McKenna,  Isabel  Lee,  Celia  E. 
Patterson,  Edna  M.  Porter,  Francis  M.  Moody.  For  the 
use  of  this  department  but  few  purchases  have  yet  been 
made,  and  those  have  been  of  a  substantial  sort.  A  black- 
board was  obtained  for  the  first  lecture ;  for  the  class  in 
physiology  a  skeleton  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  thirty 
dollars,  of  Dr.  T.  M.  Johnson,  who  remitted  fi\t  dollars 
from  the  usual  selling  price,  and  a  platform  for  the  speaker 
was  donated  by  a  friend;  two  drawings,  illustrating  the 
correct  method  of  resuscitation  by  artificial  respiration, 
were  donated  by  Dr.  Bernard  Bartow. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  work  for  the  year  has  been 
the  gymnasium  movement.  A  suitable  room  in  the  Fitch 
building  has  been  secured  at  a  merely  nominal  rental 
Subscriptions  to  date  are  roughly  estimated  at  between  five 
hundred  and  eight  hundred  dollars.  Negotiations  with  Dr. 
Sargeant,  of  Harvard  University,  for  the  services  of  a  teacher 
and  for  necessary  apparatus,  are  progressing  favorably. 
It  is  expected  that  the  gymnasium  will  be  generously  equip- 
ped and  ready  for  use  as  early  in  September  as  may  be  found 
expedient.  Many  thanks  are  due  for  frequent  courtesies 
from  the  local  press,  also  to  the  physicians  for  lectures  and 
papers;  to  the  hospital  nurses  for  assistance  in  demonstra- 
tions, and  to  many  ladies,  and  some  gentlemen,  who  by  active 
co-operation  have  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of 
all  our  enterprises. 

MARY  B.  MOODY,  M.  D., 

Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 


Your  Finance  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith 
their  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30th, 
1885,  as  follows: 

When  this  committee  began  its  labors  in  behalf  of  the 
Union  in  the  month  of  February,  1884,  the  prospects  before 
them  were  not  of  the  most  flattering  or  encouraging  nature. 
There  were  many  institutions  and  organizations  already  in 
the  field — a  number  of  them,  organizations  of  women — which 
were  appealing  with  more  or  less  vigor  to  our  liberal-minded 
citizens  for  material  aid  in  their  varied  enterprises.  Again, 
we  were  told  that  we  were  encroaching  upon  fields  already 
fully  occupied ;  and  that  instead  of  attempting  to  found  an 
independent  organization,  we  ought  rather  to  put  our 
shoulders  to  the  wheels  already  in  motion  and  help  them  on 
a  road  to  prosperity.  But  with  a  firm  and  abiding  faith  that 
the  field  which  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Union  to  cultivate  re- 
mained as  yet  unoccupied,  and  lay  in  all  its  virgin  possibilities 
before  us,  we  (and  in  saying  "  we  "  in  this  connection  your 
committee  is  not  speaking  of  its  members  alone,  but  of  every 
member  of  the  Union,  who  labored  in  those  early  days  to 
give  it  success)  insisted  that  our  primary  object,  that  of  help- 
ing women  to  earn  an  independent  livelihood,  is  one  worthy 
of  the  attention  and  aid  of  every  good  citizen,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  our  efforts  began  to  bring  forth  substantial 
results. 

One  of  the  earliest  visits  of  the  committee  was  to  Mayor 
Jonathan  Scoville,  and  lo  his  generosity  the  committee  and 
the  Union  are  indebted  for  its  first  and  most  liberal  dona- 
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tion,  the  handsome  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
which  is  hereby  acknowledged  with  especial  gratitude  as 
having  given  the  committee  heart  and  courage  to  push  their 
work  with  energy  and  confidence.  The  next  large  dona- 
tions the  committee  is  proud  to  acknowledge  as  coming  from 
women.  Mrs.  Henry  C  Jewett  and  Mrs.  Charles  Daniels  each 
$50.00,  and  the  graceful  manner  in  which  they  were  tendered 
remains  a  pleasant  memory  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of 
the  committee.  Another  of  the  donations  received  when 
donations  were  most  needed  was  that  of  Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutton 
of  J25.00.  The  most  distinguished  contributor  to  the  funds 
of  the  Union  is  President  (then  Governor)  Cleveland,  whose 
gift  of  $25.00  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  as  courteous  as 
it  was  kind.  Nor  should  the  committee  omit  the  mention  of 
another  contribution  of  $25.00,  presented  by  one  whose 
untimely  death  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire  community — the 
late  Chas.  W.  M'Cune,  of  the  Bufi*alo  Courier, 

A  list  of  sustaining  members,  and  of  cash  donations,  will 
be  published  with  this  report. 

Furnishing. 

The  Furnishing  Committee  of  the  Women's  Union  gratefully  acknowl- 
edge the  following  donation^of  furniture  and  labor  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1885  : 

Opening  and  finishing  double  doorway,  including  mason  and  carpenter 
work,  Mr.  H.  Rumrill;  painting  floors  of  Reception  Room  and  Library, 
J.  Coppins  &  Son  ;  gas  meter  and  connections,  Citizens  Gas  Co. ;  reduc- 
tion on  gas  pipe,  John  D.  Smith  ;  two  chandeliers,  Irlbacker  &  Davis  ; 
four  side  lights,  W.  H.  Glenny,  Sons  &  Co. ;  one  large  body-brussels  rug, 
Barnes  &  Bancroft;  one  large  body-brussels  rug,  Adam,  Meldrum  &  An- 
derson ;  four  large  window  shades,  Warner  &  Jennings  ;  two  Madras  door 
curtains  and  two  door  mats,  D.  E.  Morgan  &  Son  ;  four  window  shades 
for  class  rooms,  A.  Neupert  &  Co. ;  two  door  mats,  Smith  &  Sherman  ; 
reduction  on  bill  for  two  door  curtains,  $2.50,  Short  &  Johnson  ;  speak- 
ers' platform,  Mr.  J.  W.  Byers ;  carpet  for  platform  and  small  rug,  Mr. 
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S.  Phillips ;  one  dozen  potted  plants^  Long  Bros. ;  piano  and  umbrella 
standp  Miss  Nora  Pettibone ;  one  piano  stool,  Mr.  C.  II.  Utley;  piano 
stool  and  one  large  black-walnut  newspaper  rack,  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Jewett ; 
five  sheets  of  music  per  week,  Adam,  Meldrum  8c  Anderson ;  nineteen 
sheets  of  music,  Miss  Mary  Martin ;  one  picture — head  of  Longfellow, 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Pettibone  ;  three  engravings,  one  table,  book-shelves,  one 
upholstered  box,  cupboard  for  Toilet  Room,  Mrs.  A.  Altman ;  one  music 
rack,  Denton  &  Cottier  ;  piano  cover,  Flint  &  Kent ;  one  black -walnut 
extension  table,  Mr.  Abner  Cutler ;  one  marble- top  table,  Mrs.  Olivia 
Dickie;  one  library  table,  Hersee  &  Co.;  one  library  table,  Mrs.  D. 
Rosenau  ;  one  plain  table,  two  towels,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Garrettson ;  one  plain 
table,  nine  chairs,  Cooking  School  Com. ;  one  sofa,  one  upholstered  box, 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Underbill ;  one  rocker,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant ;  one  large  cane- 
seated  arm-chair,  Tifft  Furniture  Co.;  One  large  arm-chair.  Mr.  English  ; 
six  cane-seated  chairs  and  one  hat  rack,  Schlund  &  Doll ;  five  cane-seated 
chairs,  Mr.  Chas.  Sykes ;  black -walnut  picture  moulding  for  Library  and 
Reception  Room,  M.  H.  Birge,  Sons  &  Co. ;  gilt  moulding  for  one  class 
room,  Mr.  H.  Montgomery  ;  repairing  four  chairs  and  putting  up  mould- 
ing in  class  room,  Mr.  F.  E.  Dake  ;  one  pair  portieres  and  pole,  Loomis 
&  Bush ;  one  waste-paper  basket,  Mr.  Porter  Norton  ;  one  waste-paper 
basket,  Mrs.  Theo.  Fassett ;  one  large  blotter,  one  dozen  paper  pads, 
Young,  Lock  wood  &  Co. ;  one  dozen  paper  pads,  Baker,  Jones  &  Co.; 
one  water  cooler,  J.  C.  Jewett  &  Son ;  donation  of  ice  for  the  year,  Mr. 
E.  Webster  ;  one  tray,  Mrs.  H.  Rumrill ;  one  bowl,  six  goblets,  broom 
and  tacks,  Mrs.  J.  Davidson  ;  one  hatchet,  Francis  Axe  Co.;  broom,  two 
brush  brooms,  scrub  brush,  pail,  matches,  laundry  and  toilet  soap.  Din- 
gens  Bros.;  long  broom,  dustpan,  laundry  and  toilet  soap,  Mr.  Thomas 
Kennedy,  two  feather  dusters,  Pratt  Bros. ;  one  dozen  towels,  Mrs.  Dan- 
iel O'Day  :  one  clock,  T.  &  E.  Dickinson  ;  one  clock,  Mr.  Thos.  Dickin- 
son ;  one  pair  vases,  Mrs.  M.  E.  H.  Carrell ;  one  caligraph  and  paper 
weight,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Ruger;  one  type  writer.  Rev.  Edward  Kelley  ; 
parlor  croquet,  games,  dominoes,  S.  O.  Barnum  &.  Son  ;  games,  Ulbrich 
&  Kingsley ;  dominoes  and  games,  H.  H.  Otis  ;  one  checker  board  and 
other  games,  Hausle  &  Kraus;  receipted  bill  for  dyeing,  Mr.  L.  Chester. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  C.  M.  UNDERHILL. 

Chairman  Furnishing  Committee. 
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Grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  Messrs.  Brady  and  Drullard  and  Mr.  Henry  D. 
Farwell  for  chairs  loaned  on  several  occasions  for  the  use  of 
Coterie  and  other  meetings. 

In  closing  this  report  your  committee  desire  to  congratu- 
late the  Union  upon  its  establishment  on  a  sound  financial 
basis,  and  to  express  the  belief  that  so  long  as  the  organiza- 
tion continues  to  do  its  work  as  well  as  in  the  past  year,  the 
liberal  citizens  of  Buffalo  will  not  permit  it  to  be  crippled 
by  lack  of  financial  aid.  The  field  of  labor  before  us  as  an 
organization  is  increasing  daily,  and  while  our  aim  must  be 
to  go  slow  and  sure,  yet  the  new  projects  already  formulated 
to  be  carried  out  during  the  coming  year,  are  of  assured  use- 
fulness, and  upon  the  record  of  our  past  year,  your  com- 
mittee are  confident  in  the  belief  that  their  appeals  for 
further  aid  will  be  met  in  the  same  generous  spirit  that  has 
given  our  organization  the  means  of  inaugurating  the  work 
so  auspiciously  begun. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  I.  O.  CRISSY, 

Chairman. 


SUSTAINING    MEMBERS. 


1884. 

March    i.  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Jewett $10.00 

April      6.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Sloan 10.00 

'•         6.  Mrs.  James  Mooney 10.00 

6.  Mrs.  D.  O'Day 10.00 

6.  Mrs.  O.  G.  Steele lo.oo 

6.  Mrs.  G.  W.  Townsend 10.00 

6.  Mrs.  T.  G.  Avery 5.00 

May       5.  Mrs.  Philip  Becker 10.00 

5.  Mrs.  T.  S.  Fassett 10.00 

5.  Mrs.  £.  C.  Hawks 5,00 
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May       5.     Mrs.  A.  A.  Swan 5.00 

**         5.     Mrs.  D.  N.  Lock  wood 10.00 

June       I.     Mrs.  Conrad  Dichl 10.00 

July        I.     Mrs.  Josiah  G.  Munro 10.00 

August  I.     Mrs.  T.  L.  Jewett 5 .00 

Sept      2.     Mrs.  W.  H.  H.  Newman 10.00 

2.     Mrs.  George  Howard  Lewis 5 .00 

I.     Miss  Helen  N.  Dunstan 5 .00 

1.  Mrs.  Ansley  Wilcox 5 .00 

2.  Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams 5.00 

2.     Mrs.  T.  G.  Avery 500 


Oct. 

18S5. 
Feb. 
April 


CASH    DONATIONS. 
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1. 

A  Friend  . : $  1.50 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Jewett 50.00 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Daniels 50.00 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Button 20.00 

Mr.  Albert  Ziegele 5 . 00 

Mr.  Richard  Flach 5 .00 

Mr.  Michael  Hausauer 5 .00 

Miller  &  Greiner 5 .00 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dickinson •. 5 .00 

Mr.  Peter  Voght 5 .00 

Mr.  Charles  Bishop 5 .00 

Mr.  F.  C.  M.  Lautz 5.00 

Mr.  Ziegele 2 .  50 

Mr.  C.  P.  Stein 3.00 

Valentine  Brothers 2.00 

Mr.  F.  A.  Georger 5 .00 

Mr.  G.  E.  Newman 2.00 

Mr.  Henry  Erb 2.00 

Mrs.  L.  Kiene 2 .00 

Neupert  &  Co 5 .00 

Mr.  Edward  Heron 5 .00 

Smith  &  Sherman 5 .00 

Mr.  Adam  Cornelius 2 .00 

Mr.  John  P.  Diehl 2.00 

Mr.  J.  E.  Bergtold 2.00 
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Boiler  &  Recktenwalt 3 .00 

Mrs.  George  Roos 3 .00 

Mr.  C.  Kurtzman 3.00 

Mr.  O.  J.  Eggert 2.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Reinhardt 1 .00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Hofheins i  .00 

Mrs.  Dr.  E.  Tobie 2.00 

Mrs.  J.  Fuchs : 3.00 

Mr.  F.  Gcorger 2.00 

Mr.  B.  Eberhardt 2.00 

Mr.  N.  Mocrshfelder 2 .00 

Mr.  J.  Shelcoph i  .00 

Mr.  R.  Hoffeld i  .00 

Mr.  Jacob  Dold 5 .00 

Mr,  George  Werner 5 .00 

Mr.  C.  M.  Hertel 1 .00 

Mrs.  C.  M.  King 2 .00 

Mrs.  R.  Blume i  .00 

Mr.  M.  Gates 1 .00 

Mr.  C.  Groben i.oo 

Mr.  G.  Groben     i.oo 

Mr.  G.  Krieger i  .00 

Mr.  J.  Schuehle i  .00 

Mr.  A.  Roos 1 .00 

Mr.  F.  Haupt 1 .00 

Mr.  H.  D.  Keller i  .00 

Mr.  A.  E.  Hoddick 1 .00 

Mr.  C.  F.  Hofheins i  .00 

Mr.  A.  Hofheins 1 .00 

Chretien  &  Brother 1 .00 

Hon.  Jonathan  Scoville 250.00 

Mr.  Edward  Michael 5  .co 

Mr.  William  Hingston i  .00 

Mr.  Valentine i  .00 

Mr.  Firm 1 .00 

Mrs.  Caroline  C.  Moore 10.00 

Mr.  Michael  Newell 5 .00 

Mr.  I.  O.  Crissy 5.00 

Mr.  C.  W.  M'Cune 25.00 

I  Ion.  Grover  Cleveland 25 .00 

Mr.  Philip  Hoenig 2 .  50 

Donations  collected  by  Mrs.  James  Mooney 10.00 

Mr.  W.  P.  Let.chworth 5 .00 

Mrs.  A.  Altman 20.00 

Mrs.  T.  S.  Fassett 5 .00 

A  Friend 40 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutton 5 .00 
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Cash  Donations  to  **  Country  Week  Fund." 

1884. 

July       3.     Miss  E.  H.  Gates 5 .00 

'•       10.     Mrs.  Maurice  Kingsley  . . .  t 3 .00 

**       10.     Miss  Anna  M.  Letchworth 1.25 

Aug.       5.     Mrs.  Porter  Norton 5 .  00 


ACT   OF   INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New  York , 
of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  education«il, 
charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed  April  12, 
1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary  thereto,  do 
hereby  certify  as  follows : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  "  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  practical 
methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social  advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employments  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  industrial 
branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women. 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  Bo.ird  of  Directors  of  said  Society  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  directors  for  the 
first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  \V.  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bidwell,  Elizabeth  Blocher, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattie  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carrell,  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn.  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Fassett,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Letch  worth, 

Selina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jeanie  Watson  Norton, 

LuciNDA  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pettibone,  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  Townsend, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS, 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN, 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD. 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 


[  ss. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 
County  of  Erie, 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet  A. 
Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown,  Nora 
Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd,  Gertrude 
L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tiflft.  Agnes  A.  Fassett,  Cecilia 
Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me  known  to  be  the 
individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing  certificate,  and 
severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 

NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU. 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS, 
Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  5,  1885. 


ARTICLE  I.— Title. 


This  association  shall  be  called  the  Women's  Educational  and  Indus- 
trial Union  of  Buffalo. 

ARTICLE  II.— Object. 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote 
the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and 
social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  in.—Officers. 

Sec.  I.  The  business  of  the  Union  shall  be  conducted  by  a  Board  of 
Directors  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members,  of  whom  twelve  shall 
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retire  annually,  and  the  vacancies  thus  occurring  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Union  at  its  regular  annual  meeting,  or,  in  default  of  such  election,  by 
the  remaining  members  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  3.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  permanent  organization  of 
the  Board,  as  named  in  the  certificate  of  incorporation,  it  shall  be  divided 
by  lot  into  three  equal  classes,  of  which  one  class  shall  hold  office  for  one 
year,  one  class  for  two  years,  and  one  class  for  three  years.  Hereafter 
the  term  of  office  of  all  members  elected  to  the  Board  shall  be  three  years 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  next  following  their  election. 

Sec.  3.  In  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  successors  to  one  or  more  retir- 
ing directors  before  the  expiration  of  their  term,  such  retiring  directors 
shall  continue  to  hold  office  until  the  election  and  acceptance  of  their 
successors ;  and  the  term  of  such  successors  shall  be  deemed  to  hav& 
been  begun  on  the  first  day  of  June  next  following  the  regular  time  for 
such  election,  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  director 
before  the  expiration  of  her  term,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  interval  between  the  occurrence  of  such 
vacancy  and  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Union  and  election  of 
officers  ;  and  at  such  meeting  it  shall  be  filled  by  election  of  a  director 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  A  quorum  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  consist  of  eleven  members  at  any  regular  meeting,  except  as  other- 
wise provided  by  said  Board,  and  by  the  statute  under  which  the 
Union  is  incorporated.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  annual  meeting, 
the  Board  of  Directors  shall  elect,  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Board,  a  president  and  three  vice-presidents,  a  corresponding  secretary, 
a  recording  secretary  and  a  treasurer,  and  shall  prescribe  the  duties  of 
such  officers.  Such  officers  shall  be  officers  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and,  in  case  of 
failure  to  elect  their  successors,  until  such  successors  are  elected. 

The  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union,  standing  committees  on  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and 
Employment,  Domestic  Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philan- 
throphy,  Education  and  Protection,  and  prescribe  their  duties.  Said 
committees  shall  consist  of  twelve  members,  and  the  chairman  thereof 
shall  be  appointed  from  among  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  IV.— Membership. 

Any  woman  can  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  an  annual  assessment  of  one  dollar ;  and  the 
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payment  of  twenty-five  dollars  shall  constitute  Life  Membership.  Upon 
the  payment  annually  of  five  dollars,  or  more,  any  person  may  become  a 
Sustaining  Member. 

ARTICLE  V,—  The  Fiscal  Year, 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May. 

ARTICLE  yV'-Voting. 

All  members  who  have  paid  their  dues  for  the  coming  year  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  annual  election  of  officers,  which  shall  occur  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  a  majority  of  the  members  present  constituting 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  Vll.— Departments  of  Work. 

Sec.  I.  The  various  departments  of  work  of  the  Union  shall  be  in 
charge  of  committees  appointed  by  the  President,  with  advice  of  the 
Board.  ♦ 

Sec.  2.  These  departments  shall  consist  of  a  Registry  for  the  higher 
employments  of  women,  an  Agency  of  Direction  to  strangers  visiting  the 
city,  a  Library  and  a  Reading  Room. 

Sec.  3.  New  departments  may  be  organized  from  time  to  time,  as 
deemed  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

ARTICLE  VllL— Associate  Societies. 

Sec.  I.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited,  as  oppor- 
tunity and  occasion  offer,  to  interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the 
practical  working  merits  of  each  may  be  thoroughly  known. 

Sec.  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems,  shall 
be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  IX.— Amendments. 

These  Articles  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Union, 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  desired  change  has  been  given  to  the  Hoard  of  Directors  at  a  previous 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  May  12,  1885. 


ARTICLE  1,-^Meetings, 

Sec.  I.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  thereof,  and  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Society  may  at  any  time  be  called  by  resolution  of  the 
Directors.  The  object  of  a  special  meeting  shall  be  stated  in  the  call, 
and  no  other  business  shall  be  transacted,  unless  a  majority  of  the  whole 
Board  be  present. 

Sec.  2.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  3.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which  shall 
tend  to  vary  in  any  way  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of  the 
Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discus<;ion  and  decision  to  the  Board  of 
Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

ARTICLE   U.— Duties  of  Officers, 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  regular  meetings 
of  the  Union,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  to  maintain  a  general  oversight 
and  direction  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  with 
liberty  to  appoint,  with  advice  of  the  Hoiird,  special  committees  for  the 
conduct  of  matters  which  may  arise  outside  the  province  of  the  standing 
committees. 

The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  President  in  the  performance  of 
her  duties,  and  in  her  absence,  shall  act  in  her  stead  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  designated. 

ARTICLE  111.-77/^  Duties  0/  the  Treasurer, 

Sec.  I.  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all  moneys  of 
the  Society,  deposit  and  invest  the  same  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
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Board  of  Directors,  give  and  take  all  necessary  vouchers,  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  Treasury  at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  or  when- 
crer  required  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  she  shall  further  make  a 
detailed  annual  report  at  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year. 

She  shall  pay  out  no  moneys  until  approved  by  the  President  and 
Chairman  of  Finance  Committee,  and  she  shall  in  general  perform  all 
the  duties  pertaining  to  her  ofBce,  or  that  may  be  required  of  her  by  the 
Society  or  Board  of  Directors. 

She  shall  keep  correct  books,  showing  a  detailed  account  of  all  moneys 
received  and  expended,  which  books  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the 
inspection  and  examination  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

In  case  of  absence  or  inability  to  act  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
Board  of  Directors  may  appoint  a  Treasurer  pro  tempore. 

ARTICLE  IW. -^Secretaries. 

Sec.  I.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meetings  of  the 
Board,  keep  all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union  ;  shall  give 
notice  of  meetings,  and  preserve  their  records ;  shall  receive  and  pre- 
serve the  records  of  the  meetings  of  the  various  committees ;  shall  call 
the  roll  at  meetings  of  the  Board,  recording  the  names  of  members 
present,  and  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings.  She  shall  have 
enrolled  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Union,  with  their  full  address, 
and  shall  prepare  an  annual  report. 

Sec.  a.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Union,  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of 
important  letters  sent.  Shall  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board, 
and  present  an  annual  report. 

ARTICLE  \.— Standing  Committees. 

Sec.  I.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  in  each  year,  eight  Standing 
Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Board,  who  sluiU  be  under  the  authority  and  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  whole  Board ;  and  the  reports  of  the  various  committees  shall  be  first 
in  order  at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  The  committees  may  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  and 
ratification  of  the  Board,  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members 
of  the  Union  as  they  think  necessary ;  provided,  however,  that  each  sub- 
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committee,  in  its  action,  be  subject  to  the  committee  of  the   Board  to 
which  it  is  subordinate. 

Sec.  3.  The  eight  Standing  Committees  shall  be  constituted  as 
follows : 

1.  Committee  on  Finance. — They  shall  have  charge  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Union,  and  shall,  with  the  officers,  as  ordered  by  the  Board, 
devise  methods  for  securing  funds,  obtaining  donations  and  assessments, 
investing  the  same,  and  superintending  all  disbursements.  They  shall 
audit  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  before  it  is  submitted  to  the  Union  at 
the  annual  meeting. 

2.  Committee  on  Social  Affairs. — They  shall  have  the  general  charge 
of  all  matters  pertaining  to  hospitality,  agency  of  direction,  and  what- 
ever work,  miscellaneous  or  otherwise,  comes  within  the  scope  of  its 
purposes. 

3.  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment. — It  shall  be  their  duty 
to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  be  a  true  help  for 
women,  whereby  their  individual  talents  may  be  unfolded  to  profitable 
issues,  either  in  the  domain  of  art,  science,  literature,  trade,  manufacture, 
invention,  home  avocation,  or  whatever  else  offers  to  insure  this  end. 

4.  Committee  on  Domestic  Training. — They  shall  provide,  by  means 
of  a  kitchen  garden  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

5.  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. — They  shall  provide, 
by  means  of  illustration,  lectures,  a  gymnasium,  and  other  instruction, 
true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  life  may  be  best  promoted. 

6.  Committee  on  Philanthropy. — They  shall  have  the  general  charge 
of  all  matters  pertaining  to  Practical  Philanthropy,  including  the  visiting 
and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  whatever  work,  miscellaneous  or  otherwise, 
that  comes  within  the  scope  of  its  purposes. 

7.  Committee  on  Education. — They  shall  seek  to  obtain  and  dis- 
seminate true  ideas  affecting  the  higher  questions  of  human  interest,  pro- 
viding Courses  of  Lectures,  Single  Lectures,  Conversations  and  Classes, 
and  making  such  other  provision  as  will  best  promote  the  educational 
interests  of  women. 
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8.  Committee  on  Protection. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee 
to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public  attention,  and 
endeavor  to  awaken  a  sentiment  which  shall  be  sufficient  guarantee  that 
no  wrong  shall  be  unredressed  and  no  right  disregarded. 

ARTICLE  \l.^Amindmenis, 

These  Articles  may  by  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided 
formal  notice  of  the  desired  change  has  been  given  to  the  Board  at  a 
previous  r^olar  meeting. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  4,  1886. 


It  is  fortunate  that  in  all  associations  like  this  there  are  days 
when,  resting  awhile  from  their  labors,  those  interested  may 
come  together  to  review  the  work  of  the  year,  to  recount  its 
gains  and  its  losses,  indeed,  to  have  them  so  clearly  set  forth 
both  to  approve  and  admonish,  that  all  shall  receive  renewed 
inspiration  and  be  encouraged  to  greater  fidelity.  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  has  cause  for 
deep  gratitude  to  Divine  Providence,  and  its  friends  may 
realize  to-day  to  the  fullest  extent  the  many  blessings  which 
have  fallen  to  its  lot. 

To  rehearse  in  detail  any  of  the  work  of  the  past  year 
would  unjustly  anticipate  the  reports  of  our  secretary  and 
the  chairmen  of  the  various  committees,  but  the  statement 
of  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Union  is  not  so  familiar  as  to 
need  no  repetition.  There  are  so  many  avenues  of  philan- 
thropic work  opening  in  our  large  ci(;ies  in  this  progressive 
age,  that  unless  personal  and  unfailing  effort  is  made  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  public  a  new  enterprise  will  fail 
to  receive  the  needed  support.  The  question,  what  does 
the  Women's  Union  stand  for,  and  upon  what  principles  is 
it  founded,  must  be  answered  again  and  again.  We  say  that 
we  are  organized  to  benefit  women,  and  when  asked  how 
that  end  can  be  accomplished,  we  answer,  by  fellowship. 
Philosophers  assert  that  class  distinctions  have  increased  as 
we  have  grown  in  wealth  and  influence  as  a  nation.     This 


may  in  some  measure  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
women  accustomed  to  meet  only  those  of  their  own  church 
and  circle  in  society  have  become  selfish  and  narrow. 
Women  must  know  each  other  better  if  society  is  to  be  ele- 
vated. To  broaden  our  views  of  humanity,  we  should 
mingle  with  those  whose  every-day  life  is  different  from  ours, 
tliat  all  may  be  helped  to  a  better  appreciation  of  the  value 
of  human  life. 

A  Union  is  formed,  and  all  are  invited  to  join,  to  come 
together  with  the  desire  in  their  hearts  first,  each  to  help 
another,  and  fully  realizing  their  own  needs  to  be  willing  to 
say,  help  me !  No  questions  are  asked  as  to  wealth,  position 
or  religious  belief,  and  nothing  must  be  assumed  (the  good 
need  never  be  labeled).  The  terms  rich  and  poor  are  often 
unwisely  applied.  Have  we  not  all  both  poverty  and  riches.^ 
The  friendless  girl  who  comes  here  for  protection  -from  an 
unjust  employer,  appealing  for  kindly  assistance  or  legal 
advice,  may,  in  strength  of  character  and  faithfulness  to  duty, 
be  far  more  worthy  of  imitation  than  one  who  might  reach 
down  from  some  fancied  height  to  lielp  her.  The  object  of 
this  Union  is  to  freely  give  the  advantages  women  need, 
graces  of  the  heart  (by  example),  culture  of  the  intellect, 
employment  for  hand  and  brain,  a  more  exalted  opinion  of 
home-life,  protection  from  the  oppressor,  access  to  good 
literature,  art  cultivation,  cure  for  gossip,  opportunities  for 
healthful  exercise  under  wise  supervision,  a  better  appreci- 
ation of  the  proper  care  of  the  body,  to  ])rovide  a  pleasant 
rendezvous  where  women  may  meet  their  friends,  to  extend 
hospitality  to  strangers  'who  come  to  our  city  and  need 
direction,  social  entertainment,  a  haven  of  rest  on  Sunday 
afternoons  for  homeless  girls;  in  fact,  that  it  shall  offer  a 
welcome  and  sympathy  to  all  who  shall  cross  its  threshold. 


When  the  suggestion  was  made  last  year  that  we  should 
need  more  room,  our  most  sanguine  member  would  not  have 
been  willing  to  prophecy  that  before  another  annual  meeting 
the  Women's  Union  would  be  in  possession  of  a  property, 
well  suited  to  its  increasing  needs.  The  story  of  the  effort 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Babcock  premises,  and  of  its  ulti- 
mate success,  is  too  fresh  in  our  minds  to  need  repetition. 
The  deed  has  been  executed  and  we  are  in  legal  possession. 
There  will  remain,  when  all  subscriptions  are  collected,  about 
06,ooo  indebtedness.  A  few  months  must  elapse  before  the 
house  will  be  in  order  for  our  occupancy.  During  that  time, 
if  all  those  who  have  expressed  an  interest  in  the  enterprise 
should  give  substantial  proof  of  their  regard,  the  Union 
could  enter  its  new  home  free  of  debt.  If  our  friends 
should  consider  this  hope  too  presumptuous,  remember  that 
your  generous  encouragement  has  made  its  fruition  seem 
possible.  During  the  coming  year  we  desire  to  add  to 
those  already  organized,  two  new  departments — a  gymnasium 
and  a  school  of  domestic  training.  The  former  barn  of  the 
Babcock  house,  with  entrance  on  Delaware  avenue,  will  be 
thoroughly  refitted,  the  best  apparatus  will  be  purchased, . 
additions  being  made  from  time  to  time,  as  means  will  allow. 
A  graduate  of  Dr.  Sargent's  school  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
will  be  engaged  as  teacher,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
place  the  gymnasium  on  a  firm  foundation.  The  Sargent 
plan,  with  its  system  of  tests  and  measures,  merits  the  ap- 
proval of  many  of  our  best  physicians.  It  is  considered  by 
those  well  qualified  to  judge  the  only  safe  and  truly  health- 
full  course  for  gymnastic  training.  It  is  successfully  used  in 
many  of  our  best  colleges,  including  Vassar  and  Bryn  Mawr, 
and  is  fast  growing  in  favor  with  all  who  are  believers  in 
physical   culture.      The    Women's  Union   gymnasium    will 
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only  need  the  encouragement  of  the  public  to  make  it  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  women  and  children  of  our  city. 
For  domestic  training  appropriate  rooms  will  be  chosen  and 
the  work  begun  in  a  very  modest  way.  A  class  of  twelve 
young  girls  will  be  selected  and  trained  in  ail  branches  of 
household  work.  The  kitchen  garden  system  will  be  con- 
sidered and  made  available  as  far  as  practicable.  Instruc- 
tion in  plain  cooking  will  be  given,  and  to  these  classes 
school  girls  and  others  will  be  admitted.  The  object  will 
be  not  to  see  how  many  can  be  taught  in  one  season,  but 
thoroughness  in  every  branch. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  we  open  a  women's  exchange 
in  addition  to  the  above,  but  while  the  Union  desires  to 
assist  woman  in  every  way  to  obtain  lucrative  employment, 
the  financial  side  of  every  new  venture  must  be  carefully 
considered.  The  exchange,  to  help  those  who  most  need 
its  benefits,  and  to  prove  a  pecuniary  success,  must  be  very 
wisely  managed.  The  making  of  that  sort  of  fancy  work  for 
which  there  is  only  a  passing  demand  all  practical  people 
should  discourage.  It  may  do  to  employ  the  leisure  hours 
of  the  rich  women,  but  can  never  become  a  means  of  per- 
manent support  to  one  who  must  earn  her  own  bread  and 
butter.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  hasten  the  time 
when  every  woman,  rich  or  poor,  shall  be  taught  some 
special  art  or  industry  by  which,  if  necessity  should  require, 
she  can  earn  money.  The  subject  of  the  women's  exchange 
is  now  receiving  the  attention  of  some  of  the  brightest 
women  in  our  country,  so  that  if  we  are  obliged  to  defer 
action  for  awhile,  we  shall  be  compensated  for  the  delay  in 
being  able  to  reap  the  benefit  of  others'  experience.  The 
employment  committee  can  meanwhile  receive  orders  for 
home-made    bread,   cake,   preserves,    etc.,   and   articles   of 
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household  furnishing.  These  can  be  sent  to  women  who 
have  registered  on  the  books  and  whose  work  has  been  in- 
vestigated and  found  worthy  of  recommendation.  The  ex- 
pense of  another  department  will  thus  be  saved  and  the 
demand  in  a  measure  answered.  The  unanimity  of  purpose 
and  exhibition  of  kindly  courtesy  which  have  characterized 
those  who  have  worked  faithfully  together  in  this  eventful 
year  of  our  Union's  history,  has  been  very  gratifying;  all 
have  been  repaid  "  an  hundred-fold  "  for  time  and  labor 
given. 

It  is  well  that  we  give  earnest  thought  to-day  to  the 
adde^  responsibilities  which  will  devolve  upon  those  who 
shall  have  the  future  interests  of  this  association  in  charge. 
Elated  with  the  success  which  has  crowned  this  latest  effort, 
Ihey  must  not  overlook  the  importance  of  the  trust,  and, 
feeling  too  secure  in  their  position,  relax  effort,  or  lose  en- 
thusiasm, and  so  fail  to  reap  the  harvest  for  which  such  plenti- 
ful seed  has  been  sown.  "In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed  and 
in  the  evening  withhold  not  thine  hand." 

"  It  is  not  life  to  live  for  one's  self  alone,  let  us  help  one 
another." 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 

President, 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


The  achievements  won  in  a  single  year  in  an  institution 
cannot  alone  determine  its  future.  The  enthusiasm  attend- 
ing the  beginning  of  an  enterprise  so  often  vanishes  when 
the  qualities  of  patience,  courage  and  constancy  are  put  to 
the  test.  But  the  triumphs  of  the  second  year  of  the 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  have  proven 
that— 

**  Actions  begun  in  cheerfulness,  display 
The  merry  herald  that  foreruns  success." 

Eight  earnest,  persevering  women  have  had  the  supervision 
of  the  several  committees,  and  their  reports  will  show  the 
gratifying  results  of  their  labors. 

A  Committee  on  Domestic  Training  was  appointed,  but, 
for  lack  of  adequate  rooms,  was  obliged  to  postpone  action. 

On  the  15th  day  of  April,  1885,  the  Union  became  an 
incorporated  body. 

The  library  and  reading  room  has  been  open  day  and 
evening,  Sundays  excepted,  and  a  cordial  welcome  extended 
to  all.  From  the  Superintendent's  report  we  learn  that  705 
visitors  have  been  registered ;  this  does  not  include  the 
many  young  women  who  have  spent  their  evenings  there 
under  the  warm  influence  of  good-fellowship. 

At  a  regular  meeting,  held  September  ist,  1885,  Mrs. 
Mary  V.  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the  rooms,  tendered 
her  resignation ;  it  was  accepted,  and  Miss  Annie  L.  Prindle 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  she  has  been  faithful 
to  her  trust. 
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In  November  the  classes  which  were  suspended  during 
the  summer  were  resumed,  lectures  began,  and  the  Union 
once  more  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  bee-hive. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  Board  of  Directors  that  a  gymna- 
sium for  women,  on  the  Sargent  plan,  be  instituted,  and  for 
this  purpose  subscription  papers  were  circulated  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee, 
Satisfactory  rooms,  at  a  reasonable  rent,  could  not  be 
secured,  there  was  much  business  depression,  and  it  was 
deemed  wise  to  delay  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1886,  an  important  move  was 
made  toward  securing  a  permanent  home.  The  Board  of 
Directors  decided  to  take  the  refusal  of  the  Babcock  pro- 
perty, and  without  a  dollar  in  the  treasury  toward  a  building 
fund,  but  with  unbounded  enthusiasm,  the  work  of  securing 
subscriptions  was  begun. 

The  ist  of  March,  1886,  is  one  of  the  most  memorable 
days  in  our  history.  On  that  day,  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Board,  it.  was  announced  that  $12,000,  the  amount 
requisite  to  make  cash  payment  on  the  Babcock  property^ 
was  secured — leaving  only  the  sum  ot  $6,000  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

The  lot  measures  73  x  134  feet,  and  fronts  on  Niagara 
square.  The  location  is  central,  and  in  the  house  there  is 
ample  room  in  which  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  various 
departments. 

Nine  regular  and  two  special  meetings  have  been  held, 
all  of  which  were  well  attended,  and  continued  interest 
was  manifested. 

Eighty-five  women  have  served  on  the  committees,  and 
the  membership  numbers  588. 

The   Charity    Organization    Society   has   continued    the 
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same  kindly  courtesy  extended  last  year,  by  giving  free  use 
of  six  large  rooms,  for  which  a  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment is  made. 

Heartfelt  thanks  are  cordially  extended  to  the  members 
of  the  press  who  have  so  generously  given  the  Union  prom- 
inence, to  our  legal  advisers,  and  to  all  the  benefactors  of 
the  Union. 

HATTIE   CALDWELL, 

Recording  Secretary. 


w 


•3 

I  cr 
■  ft 

I- 

?33 


•    c 

'  ft  P 


o 


3 


CP 


SSr!2^aecLP 


32- 

O    > 


»»  «;;;<  3 


'•  o  2 


S-< 


ft 


O    tr    P 


o  3 


5- 1-1 3  2  I 


o  . 
3  . 

3  : 


—  X        ^  ^ 

PC      "TS  p 

^  ft    0  3    ^ 

Q      «t      p      ^     *^ 

5  jog- 

n  * 

P 
orq 

ft 


8 


11 

3    — 
S-  ^ 

as 
>> 

WP3 

3  z 

eg  11 

Cup 


-^  OS        *4a»MQW»-«QO\ 

O    •-*  M    QD  OS  O  -t*    0»*4  V*J    C>*4 

8   to  •-   Oocn   i-i  ^  V>)   M  in   Q^h 

\C  Qstn  O  ODO   O^  O   O   O   "^ 


o 


S       s^ 


w 


2: 


1: 


^  5^  M  33 
3  P  3^ 

<    C-  3    ft 
ft  =    p 

^^2    3 

3  g.§^ 

S.  3*3    12 

«  3  3.2' 

Of*  c. 
o  .    ?r 

I :  - 
3  :  « 

s":  ^ 
«  2 
ft  .  3 

:  :  3 


W^3 
CL  ft    ^ 

C  "O    ft 

002 


£-2: 


0  3.2-^ 

O    3    _OD 

w  g  ft 

ft    3* 

!'■ 

ft 

Tl  ** 


2 
r 

'  s 

p 


w 

D 
C 

n 
> 

H 
O 

> 

> 
2: 

d 

t— ( 
2: 

c 

C/i 

H 

> 

r 

C 
2: 

o 
55 


o 

H 
O 

H 

W 
> 

W 


'J*  en 


ait 

■U      O 
Ln       *4 


^tn  O 
O  W 


REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Your  Finance  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  their  annual 
report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1886,  as  follows  : 

In  their  last  annual  report  your  committee  ventured  to 
predict  that  "so  long  as  the  organization  continued  to  do 
its  work  as  well  as  in  the  year  just  closed  the  liberal  citizens 
of  Buffalo  will  not  permit  it  to  be  crippled  for  lack  of 
financial  aid."  How  truly  and  nobly  that  prediction  has 
been  verified  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  the  Union  is  to-day 
the  proud  possessor  of  a  home  of  its  own,  consisting  of  a 
valuable  piece  of  property,  unexceptionally  located,  and 
upon  which  the  handsome  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  has 
already  been  paid  in  cash.  In  January  last  a  few  of  the 
more  adventurous  and  sanguine  spirits  of  the  Union 
hazarded  the  suggestion  that  the  time  had  come  for  our 
association  to  set  about  obtaining  and  owning,  in  its  own 
right,  a  local  habitation  to  supplement  the  good  name  which 
it  had  already  made,  and  that  the  house  and  lot  on  Niagara 
square,  known  as  the  Babcock  property,  which  was  then 
offered  for  sale  at  a  fair  figure,  was  just  the  property  that 
was  wanted.  This  proposition  seemed  too  much  to  be 
hoped  for.  "This  object  all  sublime"  soon  met  with 
enthusiastic  favor  from  the  members  of  the  Union  generally. 
Meetings  were  held,  a  refusal  of  the  property  was  obtained, 
a  soliciting  committee  was  appointed,  and  the  aid  of  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo  asked  in  behalf  of  that  great  undertaking. 
The  work  of  the  committee  was  conducted  with  enthusiasm 
and  vigor,  and  the  response  of  the  people  was  so  cordial 
and  generous  that  on  the  20th  day  of  March  a  contract  was 
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closed  with  the  agents  for  the  purchase  of  the  property  for 
the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  ten  thousand  to  be 
paid  on  the  first  day  of  May  and  the  balance  to  stand  upon 
mortgage.  The  deed  of  the  property,  pursuant  to  this 
agreement,  was  delivered  to  the  officers  of  the  Union  on 
the  ist  day  of  May,  1886.  Many  of  the  people  who  con- 
tributed so  generously  to  this  object  have  requested  that  no 
public  mention  be  made  of  their  names,  being  among  those 
who  prefer  to  "do  good  by  stealth  and  blush  to  find  it 
fame.**  For  this  reason  no  list  of  contributors  can  be 
published,  but  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  Union,  and  not 
only  of  the  Union  but  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
advancement  of  women,  are  due  to  all  who  have  in  any  way 
aided  in  the  success  of  this  glorious  enterprise.  Their 
names  may  not  be  heralded  in  the  public  prints,  but  they 
are  known  to  us,  and  the  committee  desire  to  make  this 
acknowledgment  of  earnest,  heartfelt  thanks,  and  to  pledge 
to  our  generous  people  the  faith  of  the  Union,  that  the 
princely  help  they  have  given  us  will  not  be  in  vain.  But 
though  so  much  has  been  done,  much  yet  remains  to  be 
accomplished.  The  building  must  undergo  many  altera- 
tions to  fit  it  for  the  manifold  uses  of  the  various  branches 
of  the  work  of  the  Union,  and  the  encumbrance  of  eight 
thousand  dollars  which  remains  upon  the  property  should  be 
removed.  Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  we 
do  not  weary  in  our  good  work  that  we  may  enter  our  new 
home  unencumbered  by  debt.  We  are  fully  aware  that  this 
is  asking  much  of  a  long-suffering  public,  but  the  occasion 
is  a  noble  one,  and  the  work  of  the  Union  is  such  that  it 
fully  warrants  the  asking.  Grateful  acknowledgments  are 
tendered  Mr.  Geo.  Bleistein,  President  of  The  Courier 
Company,  for  liberal  deduction  upon  printing  bill ;    to  Mrs. 
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Abram  Altman,  for  many  handsome  articles  of  furniture; 
to  Miss  Beals,  for  potted  plants ;  to  Mr.  J  as.  T.  Price,  for 
25  Moody  systems,  for  the  use  of  the  educational  depart- 
ment; to  Messrs.  E.  &  B.  Holmes,  for  lumber;  to  Mrs.  E. 
H.  Button,  for  furniture  coverings;  to  Miss  Nora  Pettibone, 
for  tuning  and  keeping  in  order  the  piano  donated  by  her. 
Following  is  a  list  of  sustaining  members : 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend. .  .$10  00  Mrs.  W.  W.  Sloan $  5  00 

"    Daniel  O'Day 10  00  "    E.  T.  Dickinson 5  00 

"     Theodore  S.  Fasselt..    10  00  "    Wm.  Brown 5  00 

"    W.  H.  H.  Newman...   10  00  "  Geo.  Howard  Lewis..     5  00 

"    D.  N.  Lockwood 10  cx)  "    David  Rosenau 5  00 

"    J.  G.  Monroe 10  00  "    John  Blocher 5  00 

"    Jas  Mooney 10  cx)  "  H.  M.  Montgomery. . .     5  00 

*'    T.  G.  Avery 10  00  "    E.  L.  Ferguson 5  00 

*'    A.  S.  Bemis 500  ••    Henry  Rumrill 500 

"    F.  C.  Longnecker. ...       5  00  One  Life  Membership. 

T.  P.  Dudley 5  00  "    R.  V.   Pierce 50  00 


S.  A.  Whiting 5  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIET  C.  CRISSY. 

Chairman  Finance  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 


To-day  marks  the  close  of  the  second  year  of  the 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union.  During  the 
summer  months  the  Social  Affairs  Committee  accomplished 
but  little  real  work.  In  October  we  began  in  earnest. 
Many — perhaps  all  of  you — remember  October  30th,  1885, 
that  red  letter  day  in  our  Union's  calendar,  when  we  gave 
a  reception  to  that  noble  representative  American  woman, 
Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe,  which  is  still  a  pleasant  memory 
and  fondly  cherished  by  us  all.     Aside  from  greeting  Mrs. 
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Howe,  it  was  a  pleasant  reunion  for  all  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  be  present.  And  next  October,  in  our  own  home, 
we  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  Mrs.  Diaz — for 
what  guest  could  be  more  welcome  at  the  dedication  of  that 
home  so  dear  to  us  all.^ 

The  first  of  our  literary  and  musical  entertainments  was 
given  in  our  rooms  November  9th,  and  they  have  been  con- 
tinued fortnightly  since,  with  no  intermission  at  the  holidays. 
All  have  been  so  well  attended  that  our  rooms  have  been  filled 
to  their  utmost,  fully  demonstrating  that  larger  rooms  must 
be  provided  before  another  season.  Last  year  these  enter- 
tainments were  given  weekly,  but  it  was  too  great  a  tax  upon 
our  musical  and  literary  friends,  and  those  who  have  pre- 
pared these  Monday  evening  entertainments  have  found  it 
a  pleasant  but  not  an  altogether  easy  task.  By  degrees  we 
are  reaching  the  working  women — those  who  have  but  few 
amusements.  Yet  our  audiences  are  not  composed  entirely 
of  these  poor  mothers  and  hard-working  sisters ;  to  accom- 
plish this  we  must 

**  Learn  to  labor  and  to  wait." 
To  all  those  who  have  so  cheerfully  and  willingly  given  their 
services  for  the  pleasure  of  those  who  hav;e  attended  these 
free  entertainments,  we  extend  our  most  heartfelt  thanks. 
The  pleasure  they  have  contributed  to  others  must  be  their 
reward. 

The  reception  room  and  library  are  open  to  all,  daily, 
from  10  A.  M.  until  9  p.  m.,  with  the  exception  of  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  when  the  rooms  are  closed  at  6  p.  m. 
During  the  absence  of  the  Superintendent  a  member  of  the 
Union  is  in  attendance,  and  visitors  are  always  welcome. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

GERTRUDE   L.  MONIER  FISKE, 

Chairman  Social  Affairs  Committee. 
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List  of  Entertainments. 

Thirteen  in  all  have  been  given. 

November  9.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Hawkins 
and  Miss  Jennie  Lesler.  i.  Vocal  duet,  Miss  Lesler  and 
Mr.  Akerly;  2.  Recitation,  Miss  Alice  Ferguson ;  3.  Reci- 
tation, Miss  Alice  Hawkins;  4.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Julia 
Green;  5.  Recitation,  Edna  Goodspeed;  6.  Recitation, 
Fanny  Davis;  7.  Song,  Miss  Lesler;  8.  Recitation,  Edna 
Goodspeed;  9.  Recitation,  Fanny  Davis. 

November  23.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Kenyon 
and  Mrs.  Slote.  i.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Hitzel;  2.  Recitation, 
"  Tom's  Little  Star,*'  Miss  Gertrude  Citerley ;  3.  Recitation, 
"Brier  Rose,"  Miss  Cornelia  Muller;  4.  Reading  and  talk, 
"A  Trip  Across  the  Ocean,"  Mr.  James  Monroe;  5.  Reci- 
tation, "The  Wind  and  the  Moon,"  Miss  Colton;  6.  Piano 
solo,  Miss  Hitzel. 

December  7.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Keene. 
I.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Scriven;  2.  Recitation,  Mr.  John  Rum- 
mel;  3.  Vocal  solo,  "Could'st  Thou  but  Know,"  Miss 
Southwick;  4.  Piano  duet,  Master  and  Miss  Hoffman;  5. 
Recitation,  "  The  Senator's  Dilemma,"  Mrs.  Edith  Sessions 
Tupper;  6.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Scriven;  7.  Recitation,  Mr. 
John  Rummel ;  8.  Vocal  solo,  Miss  Southwick ;  9.  Recita- 
tion, Mrs.  E.  S.  Tupper. 

December  21.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Mer- 
chant. I.  Piano  solo,  Miss  Beatrice  McCarthy;  2.  Recitation, 
Miss  Louise  Colton  ;  3.  "  Speech  by  Widow  Green,"  Miss 
Merchant;  4.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Dorsel;*5.  Recitation,  Mr, 
Mitchell;  6.J^Song,  Miss  Merchant;  7.  Recitation,  Miss 
Anna  Smith ;  8.  Song,  Miss  Van  Houten ;  9.  Recitation, 
Mr.  Mitchell. 
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January  4.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Rathbun 
and  Mrs.  Fiske.  i.  Piano  solo,  Mr.  Walter  Bausmann;  2. 
Song,  "Maidenhood,"  Miss  Florence  Lathrop;  3.  Recita- 
tion, " Christmas  Party,"  Miss  May  Perry;  4.  Song,  "Bid 
me  Good-by,"  Mr.  Charles  Dempsey,  accompanied  by 
Miss  Beatrice  Devereaux;  5.  Recitation,  "Death  of  Master 
Tommy  Rook,"  Miss  Susan  Holmes;  6.  Song,  "In  the 
North  Country,"  Miss  Florence  Lathrop;  7.  Recitation, 
**  Launching  of  the  Ship,"  Mrs.  Louis  Daboll ;  8.  Song, 
**King  Fun,"  Mr.  Charles  Dempsey;  9.  Recitation,  "Last 
Hymn,"  Miss  May  Perry. 

January  18.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Ormsby  and 
Mrs.  McCrea.  i.  Piano  solo,  Mr.  Frank  Ormsby ;  2.  Reci- 
tation, *'  Spinning  Wheel  Song,"  Miss  Nellie  Baker;  3.  Song, 
"Daddy,"  Mrs.  Bond,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  McCrea;  4. 
Recitation,  "  Sweet  Bye-and-bye,"  Miss  Florence  Anthony ; 

5.  Recitation,  "Station  Master's  Story,'*  Miss  Nellie  Deuel ; 

6.  Piano  solo,  Miss  F.  Newell;  7.  Recitation,  "Jerry  and 
Me,"  Miss  Hattie  True;  8.  Song,  "Tm  Dreaming  of  Thee," 
Percy  Lapey ;  9.  Recitation,  "  Woman's  Rights  by  Betsey 
Bobbit,"  Jessie  Krake  as  "Samantha  Allen,"  Nellie  Deuel 
as  "  Betsey  Bobbit,"  Frank  Baker  as  *'Josiah  Allen,"  all  in 
costume. 

February  i.  Entertainment  provided  by  Miss  Julia 
Green,  i.  Violin  solo,  Miss  Rodenbach;  2.  Vocal  solo, 
*•  Farewell,"  Mr.  Fred  Polley ;  3.  Recitation,  "Two  Views 
of  Xmas,"  Miss  Nelson ;  4.  Song,  "  Sleep  well,  Sweet  Angel," 
Mrs.  Rebedos;  5.  Banjo  solo,  Miss  Carrie  Cochrane;  6. 
Song,  "  Forever  and  for  Aye,"  Mr.  Houghton ;  7.  Recitation, 
"Betty  and  the  Bear,"  Florence  Anthony;  8.  Song,  "Mar- 
iners'  Home  is  the  Sea,"  Mr.  Morse ;  9.  Vocal  Duet,  "  Fly 
A  WAV.  Birdlincr."  Mr.  Howard  and  Mrs.  Bartlett. 


22 

February  15.     Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Hussey. 

I.  Piano  solo,  "Cradle  Song."  Mr.  Webster;  2.  Recitation, 
"Her  Letter,"  Miss  Crissy;  3.  Zither  solo,  Mr.  Parker;  4. 
Vocal  solo,  "Laddie,"  Mrs.  Bartlett;  5.  Recitation,  "Mis- 
sionary's Call,"  Miss  Helens.  Judd;  6.  Vocal  solo,  "Tit 
for  Tat,"  Miss  Lewis;  7.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Nye;  8.  Recita- 
tion, "Tennessean  Bugle  Song,"  Miss  Crissy;  9.  Vocal  solo, 
"The  Bugler,"  Mr.  Bartlett;    10.  Vocal  solo,   Miss  Lewis; 

II.  Recitation,  "Telephoning,"  Miss  Helen  S.  Judd. 
March  i.     Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Gibbs   and 

Mrs.  Cooke,  i.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Wade;  2.  Recitation, 
"Katrina*s  Visit  to  New  York,"  Grace  Warren  ;  3.  Recita- 
tion, "Miss  Turbelow,"  Nellie  Hopkins;  4.  Song,  "Open 
Thy  Lattice,"  Miss  Maria  Poppenberg;  5.  Recitation, 
**  Reminiscenses  of  A.  Jackson,"  Clarence  Wells;  6.  Reci- 
tation, "Old  Maid,"  Carrie  Baker;  7.  Violin  solo  with  piano 
accompaniment,  Henry  and  Miss  Rose  Marcus ;  8.  Recita- 
tion, "Kentucky  Belle,"  Miss  HattieTrue;  9.  Vocal  solo, 
"The  Last  Night,"  Miss  Lesler;  10.  Recitation,  "Tele- 
phone," Edna  Goodspeed. 

March  15.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  H.  Mont- 
gomery. I.  Piano  solo,  "II  Pirata,"  Mrs.  Campbell;  2. 
Song,  "  Lullaby,"  Mrs.  Scheu ;  3.  Recitation,  "  Larie's 
on  the  Force,"  Miss  Grace  Milsom  ;  4.  Song,  "The  Man  o' 
War's  Man,"  Mr.  Henry  Burns;  5.  Song,  "The  Flower  Girl," 
Mrs.  Mclntyre  ;  6.  Banjo,  Miss  Cochrane;  7.  Song,  "Good- 
by.  Sweet  Summer,"  Mrs.  Scheu;  8.  Recitation,  ** Sack  of 
Luna,"  Miss  Grace  Milsom  ;  9.  Song,  "  Bright  Star  of  Love,'* 
Mrs.  Mclntyre;  10.  Song,  "King  Fun,"  Mr.  Henry  Burns. 

March  29.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  Merchant. 
I.  Piano  solo,  **  Sonata,"  Miss  McMichael ;  2.  Recitation, 
"Somebody's    Mother,"    Miss    Susan    Holmes;    3.    Song, 
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"  White  Wings,"  Miss  Van  Patten ;  4.  Piano  duet,  Misses 
Cobb  and  Wood;  5.  Scotch  recitation,  Mr.  Duncan;  6. 
Song,  "John  Anderson  My  Jo,"  Mrs.  H.  C.  Fiske ;  7.  Reci- 
tation, "  Property  Baby,"  Miss  Sabine;  8.  Song,  "  The  Day 
is  Done,"  Miss  Ella  Babcock  ;  9.  Scotch  recitation,  Mr. 
Duncan  ;  10.  Song,  "  Janet's  Choice,"  Mrs.  H.  C.  Fiske. 

April  12.  Entertainment  provided  by  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Keene.  i.  Vocal  solo,  "Answers,"  Miss  Grace  Wadsworth  ; 
2.  Recitation,  "The  Birds'  Singing  Lesson,"  Miss  May 
Perry;  3.  Piano  solo.  Miss  Beatrice  Devereaux ;  4.  Vocal 
solo,  "The  Meeting,"  Mrs.  Jas.  Nuno;  5.  Zither  solo,  Mr. 
Duchmann;  6.  Recitation,  "  Budge's  Story  of  Noah's  Ark," 
Miss  Lillian  Reardon  ;  7.  Piano  solo,  "  Silver  Spring,"  Miss 
Bessie  Bixby;   8.  Vocal  solo,  "Waltz,"  Mrs.  James  Nuno; 

9.  Recitation,  "  Little  Black-eyed  Rebel,"  Miss  May  Perry; 

10.  Zither  solo,  Mr.  Duchmann;  11.  Recitation,  "Bijah," 
Miss  Lillian  Reardon. 

May  3.  Entertainment  given  in  Fitch  Hall,  prepared 
by  Mrs.  Hussey,  Mrs.  Ormsby  and  Mrs.  Fiske.  i.  Piano 
solo,  Miss  Beatrice  Devereaux ;  2.  Song,  "Maidenhood,"  Miss 
Florence  Lathrop;  3.  Recitation,  "Daisy's  Faith,"  Miss 
Helen  S.  Judd;  4.  Vocal  duet,  "The  Parting,"  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bartlett;  5.  Song,  "Serenade,"  Mr.  Bowdoin  ;  6.  Piano  solo, 
"Moonlight  Ride  to  the  Isle  of  Love,"  Mr.  Webster;  7. 
"Florian  Song,"  Miss  Florence  A.  Lathrop;  8.  Reci- 
tation, "  Fourth  of  July  at  Jonesville,"  from  "  Josiah 
Allen's  Wife,"  Miss  Helen  S.  Judd ;  9.  Fan  drill,  by  Mrs. 
Ormsby's  class  of  young  ladies. 

Accompanists:  Miss  Beatrice  Devereaux,  Miss  and  Mr. 
Norcott.     Ushers :  Messrs.  Gatley,  Johnson  and  Miller. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EMPLOYMENT  COMMITTEE. 


The  work  of  the  Employment  Committee  relates  entirely 
to  the  driest  possible  matters  of  fact,  and  is  connected  only 
with  the  prose  of  our  every-day  life.  Only  the  most  brilliant 
imagination  can  invest  it  with  any  degree  of  sentimentality 
or  throw  around  it  a  halo  of  romance ;  and  nothing  but  an 
earnest  purpose  and  untiring  zeal  can  relieve  it  from  dullness. 

It  is  a  work  that  has  to  do  with  the  making  of  contracts, 
and  the  conditions  must  be  strictly  maintained  by  both 
parties.  Should  an  unwise  sympathy  with  an  inefficient 
applicant  manifest  itself,  it  is  immediately  checked  by  the 
stern  common-sense  requirements  of  the  other  party  to  the 
contract. 

During  the  past  year  two  hundred  and  eighteen  situations, 
many  of  them  permanent,  have  been  filled.  The  committee 
has  been  somewhat  annoyed  by  applicants,  not  only  for  situ- 
ations, but  also  for  workers,  who  fail  to  give  due  information 
of  their  success,  thereby  rendering  an  exact  report  impossible. 
All  reasonable  exertions  have  been  made  to  ascertain  the 
facts,  but  frequently  without  success. 

The  demand  for  situations  is  in  excess  of  the  call  for 
workers  and  there  are  still  upon  the  books  many  names  of 
women  desiring  work  as  seamstresses,  housekeepers,  nurses, 
bookkeepers,  stenographers,  companions  and  clerks. 

This  work  is  to  a  great  extent  carried  on  among  refined 
and  educated  people,  whose  earlier  lives  have  been  passed 
among  pleasant  surroundings  with  no  thought  of  a  possible 
future,  in  which  they  must  earn  their  own  living.     Daily 


contact  with  them  and  a  careful  study  of  their  needs  has 
evolved  some  suggestions  which  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
incorporate  into  this  report. 

First  of  all  should  be  reiterated  the  advice,  so  often 
repeated  by  those  who  have  interested  themselves  in  woman's 
work,  that  parents  and  guardians  should  see  to  it  that  all 
girls  intrusted  to  their  care  have  some  trade  or  occupation 
adapted  to  their  physical  strength,  thoroughly  learned,  and 
are  so  taught  morally  that  they  may  not  only  be  able,  but 
willing,  to  make  a  practical  use  of  it  whenever  it  shall  be 
necessary  for  them  to  do  so. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  in  answer  to  the  question, 
**  What  can  you  do  ?  "  the  reply  is,  "  I  am  afraid  that  I  can- 
not do  anything  very  well,"  and  no  amount  of  tact  on  the 
part  of  the  questioner  can  discover  anything  that  can  be 
made  available  for  present  needs.  Such  cases  appeal  strong- 
ly to  the  kindly  feelings  of  the  committee,  and  they  do  so 
much  desire  to  help  these  unfortunate  persons  that  they  have 
occasionally  allowed  their  sympathies  to  outweigh  their 
judgment  to  the  manifest  injury  of  all  parties. 

Another  thing  that  seems  to  be  productive  of  great  un- 
happiness  is  the  pernicious  idea  that  to  earn  one's  own  living, 
to  work  for  pay,  is  degrading  to  a  woman.  It  is  painful  to 
notice  the  keen  humiliation  that  some  of  these  worthy 
women  seem  to  feel  when  for  the  first  time  they  attempt  to 
do  any  work  for  which  they  are  to  receive  remuneration. 
It  seems  the  duty  of  every  woman,  to  herself  and  to  her 
sisters,  as  much  as  possible,  to  help  correct  this  false  and 
cruel  belief. 

The  non-resident  members  of  this  committee  have  ren- 
dered great  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  work.  Special 
mention  should  be  made  of  Mrs.  R.  L.  Livermore,  of  Silver 
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Creek,  who  has  given  much  time  and  thought,  and  has  not 
failed  to  render  material  aid  when  she  deemed  it  necessary 
and  judicious. 

The  members  of  this  committee,  while  feeling  that  no 
great  or  brilliant  results  have  followed  their  year's  work,  still 
believe  that  much  good  has  been  accomplished,  and  as  each 
has  given  her  best  energies  to  the  task,  they  sincerely  hope 
that  it  may  be  said  of  each  as  was  said  of  a  woman  in  the 
olden  time,  **  She  hath  done  what  she  could." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  A.  BROWN, 

Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITIEE  OX  HYGIENE  AND 
PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 


UNFINISHED    EMERGENCY    COURSE    OF    LECTURES. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  there  remained  two  lectures 
to  be  given  of  a  course  already  commenced.  These  were 
completed  in  May,  as  proposed,  and  were  mentioned  in  the 
last  annual  report. 

GYMNASrjM. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  first  annual  report,  sub- 
scription papers  were  examined  and  the  estimate  which 
was  made  at  that  writing,  and  based  upon  indefinite  knowl- 
edge, was  found  to  exceed  the  actual  facts,  as  so  often  happens 
where   exact   information   is   not   available.      The  amount 
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found  to  have  been  subscribed  was  $378.  This  has  been 
more  than  doubled  during  the  year,  amounting  now  to 
$759.50  and  would  have  reached  a  larger  sum  had  it  not 
been  found  necessary  to  change  the  original  intention  with 
regard  to  the  style  of  rooms  adequate  to  meet  the  popular 
demand  and  the  wishes  of  the  Union  members.  Delay 
became  positively  unavoidable  as  the  kind  of  rooms  desired 
could  not  be  found  for  rent  in  the  city,  and  until  some  ac- 
ceptable location  could  be  decided  upon  it  was  impossible 
to  go  forward  with  the  work  of  collecting.  That  obstacle  is 
now  removed  by  the  purchase  of  a  home  for  the  Union, 
which  includes  a  brick  barn  that  can  be  transformed  to  suit 
gymnasium  purposes.  Of  the  amount  subscribed  a  little 
less  than  $300  have  been  collected. 

Two  public  meetings  were  held  during  the  summer  in  the 
interest  of  the  gymnasium,  the  first  of  which,  in  July,  was 
addressed  by  the  President,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Townsend,  Miss 
Chase  and  Miss  Ladd.  The  two  last-named  ladies  were 
recent  graduates  of  Dr.  Sargent's  gymnasium  in  Boston. 
The  second  meeting  was  held  in  August,  and  conducted  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  addressed  by  Prof. 
Buckelmueller  of  this  city,  a  teacher  who  has  had  much 
experience  in  physical  training. 

LECTURES. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Helen  P.  Morehouse  it 
became  possible  to  furnish  to  women  and  girls,  at  the  low 
price  of  $1.00,  a  course  of  ten  lectures  on  anatomy,  physiology 
and  hygiene.  These  lectures  were  well  attended,  of  a  high 
character  and  thoroughly  appreciated,  besides  netting  the 
handsome  sum  of  $65.53.  These  were  given  as  follows: 
November  2d,  Bones;  9th,  Muscles;  i6th.  Circulatory  System ; 
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23d,  Respiratory  System;  30th,  Digestive  Apparatus;  Decem- 
ber 7th,  Food;  14th,  Nervous  System;  21st,  Special  Senses; 
January  4th,  Reproductive  Organs;  nth,  Skin  and  Clothing. 

It  was  thought  best  by  both  the  committee  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  to  give  another  course  of  emergency  lectures  sim- 
ilar to  those  of  last  year.  These  were  as  follows :  February 
8th,  Dr.  John  Parmenter,  subject,  "General  Anatomy  of  the 
Human  Body;"  13th,  Dr.  Roswell  Park,  subject,  "  Hemor- 
rhage and  Improvised  Means  of  Arresting  it;"  2 2d,  Dr. 
Bernard  Bartow,  subject,  "Fractures,  Burns,  Scalds,  etc.; " 
March  ist.  Dr.  J.  VV.  Putnam,  subject,  "Unconsciousness, 
etc.;"  8th,  Dr.  Eli  N.  Long,  subject,  "Care  of  the  Sick." 
Tickets  to  these  lectures  were  sold  at  50  cents;  single  ad- 
missions were  15  cents.     The  course  netted  $14.95. 

A  short  course  of  lectures  on  Comparative  Anatomy 
being  proposed,  and  the  proposition  meeting  with  the  hearty 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  it  was  arranged  and 
given  as  follows:  March  20th  and  27th,  Dr.  Julius  Pohlman, 
subjects,  "The  Comparative  Anatomy  of  the  Organs  of 
Locomotion  and  of  the  Digestive  Apparatus;"  April  3d, 
Dr.  John  Parmentel",  subject,  "  The  Respiratory  Apparatus;  " 
April  loth,  Dr.  Herman  Hayd,  subject,  "  The  Brain.  " 
These  lectures  were  amply  and  beautifully  illustrated  with 
fine  prepared  specimens  and  drawings,  were  largely  attended 
and  much  enjoyed.  Admissions  were  but  ten  cents  to  those 
not  taking  membership  tickets  for  the  next  Union  year; 
free  to  those  holding  such  tickets.  The  net  amount  received, 
aside  from  membership  tickets  sold,  was  S7-5o-  I^  was  said 
of  them  that  without  doubt  this  was  the  first  course  of 
lectures  on  Comparative^  Anatomy  ever  given  before  a 
women's  club  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  is  sincerely 
hoped,  whether  this  be  so  or  not,  many  more  as  instructive 
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and  enjoyable  may  be  given  in  the  time  to  come  to  listeners 
as  appreciative. 

A  free  course  of  lectures  in  this  department  was  conceded 
to  be  a  necessity  from  the  commencement  of  the  Union 
work,  consequently  such  a  course  was  arranged  for  this  year 
and  given  as  follows :  November,  Dr.  Roswell  Park,  subject, 
"The  Anatomy  and  Hygiene  of  the  Vocal  Organs;"  Decem- 
ber, Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  subject,  "The Ear;'*  January,  Dr. 
Lucien  Howe,  subject,  "  The  Eye  ; "  February,  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Thornton,  subject,  "The  Brain;"  April,  Dr.  Abby  Janet 
Seymour,  subject,  "  Myth  and  Mystery ;  "  this  being  the 
beautiful  closing  lecture  in  this  department  for  the  year. 
The  lectures  in  all  these  courses  were  of  fine  quality,  most 
of  them  amply  illustrated  and  given  by  physicians  whose 
time  is  so  fully  occupied  by  the  demands  of  their  profession 
as  to  make  the  act  one  of  great  courtesy. 

THE    MANNIKIN. 

The  fund  for  the  purchase  of  this  very  desirable  article 
was  started  last  year  and  at  the  last  annual  meeting  amounted 
lo  $79.25.  Early  in  the  year  it  was  decided  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  to  order  from  Paris  a  weibchen  for  the  use  of 
those  lecturing  upon  subjects  requiring  such  aid  in  illustra- 
tion. Accordingly  this  was  done  and  the  purchase  price 
paid,  more  than  $170  of  which  have  been  received  as 
proceeds  of  lectures  given  under  the  direction  of  this  com- 
mittee during  the  last  fourteen  months,  excepting  a  few 
small  donations.  The  weibchen  has  been  received  but  has 
not  yet  been  exhibited  to  the  public. 

IN    CONCLUSION. 

The  sincere  thanks  of  the  committee  are  due  both  to  the 
speakers  who  have  cheerfully  given  valuable  time  and  to 
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the  press  that  has  kindly  made  announcements  and  in  other 
ways  furthered  our  projects.  To  furnish  opportunity  for  a 
thorough  systematic  education  in  hygienic  laws  would  re- 
quire a  closer  organization  than  the  Union  in  its  two  years 
of  life  has  had  time  to  acKieve.  But  with  the  gymnasium  an 
accomplished  fact,  with  strength  measurements  and  the  super- 
vision of  a  carefully  instructed,  judicious  teacher,  with 
physiological  anatomy  as  the  basis  of  health  talks  and  dis- 
cussions, and  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  many  of  the 
ablest  and  most  gifted  physicians  of  the  city,  much  good  may 
be  accomplished  in  a  work  organized  and  carried  on  in  the 
name  of  and  in  love  for  humanity.  Happy,  healthful  homes, 
helpful,  intelligent  wives  and  daughters,  considerate  husbands 
and  sons,  babyhood  that  is  appreciated,  understood  and 
protected,  childhood  that  is  a  suitable  preparation  for  the 
emergencies  and  responsibilities  of  mature  years,  are  all 
more  likely  to  be  the  rule  when  the  conditions  of  our  physi- 
cal existence  are  understood  by  the  governing  spirits  of  our 
homes.  When  wise  counsels  prevail  at  every  fireside,  the 
prophecy  "  Peace  on  earth  and  good-will  to  man"  will  have 
reached  fulfillment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  B.  MOODY, 
C/iairman. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PHILANTHROPY- 


*'The  poor  ye  have  always  with  you,"  are  words  the 
Philanthropic  Committee  have  realized  in  the  fullest  degree 
during  the  past  year,  having  come  in  contact  with  almost 
every  phase  of  poverty  and  wretchedness;  in  some  cases 
the  only  help  needed  was  womanly  sympathy  and  advice, 
in  others  help  of  a  more  substantial  sort  was  required  and 
given.  In  October  of  last  year  a  proposition  was  made  that 
this  committee  should  enlarge  its  work  by  giving  assistance 
to  persons  sent  by  the  Charity  Organization  Society,  pending 
investigation.  Two  rooms  were  given  for  the  uses  of  the 
committee,  and  on  December  ist  the  rooms  were  opened 
and  the  new  work  begun.  The  rooms  have  been  open  each 
day  from  lo  a.m.  to  12  a.  m.,  efficiently  presided  over  by 
Miss  Perry,  assisted  by  some  lady  of  the  committee.  During 
the  period  from  December  ist  to  April  30th,  152  cases  were 
helped,  representing  328  persons;  of  these  cases  89  were 
helped  once,  36  twice,  21  three  times,  3  four  times,  i  five 
times,  2  six  times.  During  the  year  194  cases  have  been 
assisted,  representing  443  persons,  and  over  600  visits  were 
made  on  and  in  behalf  of  these  persons ;  818  garments,  63 
pairs  of  shoes  and  1,762  lbs.  of  provisions  were  given  away ; 
21  persons  were  sent  away  from  the  city  to  homes  in  other 
places,  2  to  Iowa — one  ninety-seven  and  the  other  seventy 
years  of  age;  i  to  Rochester,  1  to  Albany,  i,  a  poor  sick 
woman,  was  sent  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  i  to  Michigan,  i 
family  of  eight  persons  to  Massachusetts,  and  a  family  of 
seven  to  Canada;  7  women  and  3  children  were  admitted 
to  the  General  Hospital  and  i  to  the  Homeopathic  Hospital; 


32 

of  lliese,  all  but  one  recovered.  That  one  reminds  me  of  a 
pathetic  story,  told  by  Dickens  in  one  of  his  books,  of  an 
old  wjoman  who  was  very  poor,  but  had  so  great  a  horror  of 
the  almshouse  and  of  dying  there,  that  when  very  ill,  feeling 
life  was  nearly  ended  for  her,  and  fearing  she  might  be  taken 
by  force  to  the  place  she  dreaded  so  much,  she  wandered 
out  into  the  country  and  died  under  the  blue  sky.  Upon 
her  person  was  found  money  enough — the  savings  of  years — 
to  pay  for  her  burial.  The  woman  we  helped  was  reported 
to  the  committee  last  summer,  and  upon  being  visited  was 
found  to  be  very  needy,  with  no  friends,  and  too  old  to  do 
much  for  herself.  Her  immediate  needs  were  ministered  to, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  only  way  to  permanently  benefit 
her  was  to  send  her  to  the  almshouse ;  this  was  proposed  to  her 
and  she  at  first  refused  to  go,  but  finally  consented.  The 
next  day,  after  her  consent  had  been  obtained,  one  of  the 
committee,  who  had  promised  to  see  her  off,  went  to  fulfill 
her  promise  and  found  that  the  old  lady  had  gone  away,  no 
one  knew  where ;  search  was  made,  but  she  was  not  found 
until  the  winter  was  nearly  over,  when,  in  a  room  on  one  of 
the  back  streets,  the  woman  was  found  in  a  nearly  dying 
condition,  her  feet  had  been  frozen  and  she  had  evidently 
been  almost  starved ;  even  in  her  then  most  pitiable  condi- 
tion she  said  she  did  not  want  to  go  to  the  poorhouse,  and 
made  the  ladies  promise  they  would  not  send  her  there. 
She  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and  died  there  the  next  day. 
Another  patient  in  the  hospital  was  a  girl  twelve  years  old, 
who,  when  found  by  a  member  of  this  committee,  was 
horribly  disfigured  from  the  effects  of  a  burn  received 
several  years  before.  After  five  months  treatment  in  the 
hospital,  during  which  three  delicate  operations  were  per- 
formed, she  was  discharged  cured.      Two  old  persons  were 
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sent  to  the  almshouse  and  two  to  the  St.  Francis  Home  for 
Aged  People.  Several  places  were  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Health  for  sanitary  improvement.  A  sewing  class  was 
started  in  connection  with  this  committee,  five  girls  attended, 
and  a  marked  improvement  was  shown  in  the  work;  the 
garments  made  were  given  to  the  girls  when  finished,  for 
themselves  or  members  of  their  families. 

In  January  a  Swedish  girl  died  at  the  General  Hospital. 
She  was  a  stranger  in  the  city  and  had  been  working  in  a 
boarding-house  when  taken  sick.  The  mother  of  the  girl 
was  in  Sweden,  and  had  been  very  much  opposed  to  the 
daughter  leaving  home ;  one  sister  was  in  another  ])art  of 
America,  too  poor  to  come  or  do  anything  about  the  girl's 
burial.  The  one  who  reported  the  case  said,  "Must  this 
poor  girl  be  buried  like  a  dog  in  our  Christian  city  ?  Cannot 
something  be  done  to  show  that  women  take  an  interest  in 
their  kind?"  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  funeral  and 
a  clergyman  invited  to  officiate;  nine  ladies  were  present, 
six  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Union.  A  letter  was 
sent  to  the  mother  in  Sweden,  containing  a  lock  of  the 
daughter's  hair,  to  which  the  following  answer  was  received : 

Dear  Lady  : 

I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  7th  inst., 
which  I  received  yesterday.  I  had  before  been  informed,  by  my  relations 
in  America,  of  the  death  of  my  dear  Emma,  but  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  kind  manner  in  which  she  received  the  last  services  in  the 
midst  of  strangers  on  a  foreign  ground.  I  feel  a  deep  sorrow  by  the 
loss  of  my  daughter,  but  God's  will  be  done.  May  I  beg  of  you  to  pre- 
sent my  respectful  gratitude  and  love  to  the  friendly  ladies  who  attended 
the  funeral  of  my  solitary  daughter.  I  understand  that  you  were  one  of 
these  ladies ;  I  will,  first  of  all,  give  you,  yourself,  many  thanks  for  this 
help,  also  for  the  sympathizing  letter  you  have  written  to  me,  telling  of 
my  daughter's  last  hours  on  earth.    The  remembrance  of  her^  that  you 
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sent  in  the  letter  was  very  welcome  to  me  and  to  my  husband.    God,  the 
Father,  bless  you  with  His  grace  and  peace  in  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Respectfully,  your  affectionate 

STINA  KARIN   NEILSON. 

P.  S. — See  Ps.  72 :  12.  *'  For  He  shall  deliver  the  needy  when  he 
crieth,  the  poor  also,  and  him  that  hath  no  helper."  Also,  John  6 :  37. 
*'  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me  shall  come  to  me,  and  him  that  cometh 
to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out." 

Many  other  interesting  cases  have  come  to  us  during  the 
year,  but  we  have  not  time  to  give  them  here.  Seven  persons 
were  sent  to  the  country  for  a  week  or  two  of  rest  and  fresh 
air,  returning  to  the  city  rested  and  invigorated  for  their 
work.  Two  maternity  bags  have  been  provided,  containing 
fifty  articles  in  each,  the  ladies  of  the  committee  having 
made  the  articles.  Furniture  was  loaned  to  a  poor  family, 
thus  enabling  them  to  go  to  housekeeping.  Donations  as 
follows  have  been  received:  2,750  lbs.  of  provisions;  138 
yards  of  cotton  cloth,  flannel,  etc.;  1,037  garments  and  102 
pairs  of  shoes.  Several  cases  have  been  of  such  nature 
that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  refer  them  to  the  Police 
Department ;  other  cases  went  to  our  Protective  Committee. 

The  ladies  of  this  committee  wish  to  thank  the  different 
persons  who  have  rendered  them  such  efficient  help  in 
carrying  on  their  work. 

Mrs.  GEO.  A.  MERCHANT, 

Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  EDUCATIONAL  COMMHTEE. 


It  would  be  impossible,  within  the  limits  of  a  report,  to 
give  more  than  an  outline  of  the  work  done  in  this  depart- 
ment. The  year  just  ended  has  been  a  busy  and  successful 
one.  The  regular  class  work  began  October  26th,  1885,  and 
continued  until  May  ist,  1886.  Eleven  different  classes 
have  been  taught,  four  of  which  have  been  free  to  members 
of  the  Union ;  for  the  others  tickets  were  issued  at  the  rate 
of  one  dollar  for  ten  consecutive  lessons.  The  classes,  with 
the  teachers  in  charge,  have  been  as  follows :  Stenography, 
Miss  Amelia  R.  Lee ;  book-keeping,  Miss  Stoneman ; 
arithmetic,  Miss  Emma  Inskip;  type-writing,  Miss  Delia 
Knapp;  reading,  Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams;  French  conversa- 
tion. Prof.  Edouard  Baillot ;  German,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Utrich; 
penmanship.  Miss  Stoneman  ;  free-hand  drawing,  Miss  Helen 
M.  Horton ;  water  colors,  Miss  Eloise  Taylor ;  dress-making, 
Mrs.  Mary  Miller.  The  teachers  of  the  paying  classes 
received  one  dollar  per  lesson,  the  teachers  of  penmanship 
and  arithmetic  fifty  cents  per  lesson,  while  those  in  charge  of 
type-writing  and  reading  gave  their  services  without  remun- 
eration. The  whole  number  of  pupils  receiving  instruction 
has  been  167.  While  the  attendance  has  not  been  so  large 
as  last  year  it  was  more  regular,  and  the  work  accomplished 
more  satisfactory.  The  classes  in  drawing  and  water  colors 
will  make  a  very  creditable  exhibit  of  work  done  during  the 
winter;  we  hope  in  the  future  to  increase  the  interest  in  these 
branches,  and  "our  studio"  is  already  talked  of  as  one  of 
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the  attractions  in  our  new  home.  The  report  of  the  teacher 
of  stenography  "is  submitted  with  pleasure  from  the  fact 
that  although  the  number  of  pupils  has  been  small — not  at 
any  time  exceeding  nine — their  record  has  been  brilliant, 
one  being  able  to  make  an  engagement  in  the  office  of  a 
prominent  manufacturing  firm  in  the  city,  after  five  months 
of  study,  and  another  having  just  begun  work  with  one  of 
our  prominent  law  firms."  The  Moody  system,  which  has 
been  used  this  season  in  the  dress-making  class,  has  seemed 
well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  Union  and  has  given 
general  satisfaction.  Twenty-five  systems  were  donated  to 
the  Educational  Committee  by  Mr.  James  T.  Price,  the 
agent,  and  eight  additional  ones  were  furnished  at  reduced 
rates.  Thanks  to  his  kindness,  this  class  has  been  made  a 
source  of  revenue  and  has  helped  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  free  classes.  No  other  material  has  been  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  classes.  The  thanks  of  the  committee  are 
also  due  to  Mr.  William  Slocum  for  cleaning  and  repairing 
type-writers  without  charge. 

Seven  coteries  have  been  held  during  the  year.  Two 
were  given  during  the  summer  vacation,  the  committee  being 
fortunate  in  each  case  in  securing  the  assistance  of  visiting 
friends.  At  the  one  held  July  14th  Mrs.  Corolyn  Faville 
Ober,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn., read  an  excellent  paper  on  "Moral 
Exchange,"  and  on  July  21st  Prof.  J.  B.  Roberts,  of  Phila- 
delphia, gave  a  recitation  of  selections  from  Hamlet,  followed 
by  the  "  Benediction,"  a  translation  from  Francois  Coppee. 
On  November  4th  Mr.  N.  S.  Rosenau  read  a  paper  on 
"  Practical  Philanthropy,"  which  showed  that  the  writer 
had  made  an  earnest  and  conscientious  study  of  his  subject. 
The  paper  seemed  especially  appropriate  at  that  time,  as  the 
Union  had  just  extended  its  philanthropic  work  in  connec- 
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tion  with  the  Charity  Organization.  On  January  8th  Miss 
Mary  A.  Ripley  read  a  paper  on  "  Intellectual  Fidelity," 
which  could  not  fail  to  rouse  women  from  mental  sloth  and 
aimlessness  of  purpose.  On  February  5th  Prof.  Ray  T. 
Spencer  entertained  the  coterie  with  a  paper  on  the  "Sand- 
wich Islands."  A  large  map  of  the  Islands,  with  many 
photographs  and  curiosities,  helped  to  make  the  paper  both 
interesting  and  instructive.  On  March  5th  Miss  Edith 
Eaton's  carefully  prepared  paper  on  "Woman's  Work 
To-day  "  was  presented,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Henderson,  of  James- 
town, kindly  taking  the  place  of  reader.  The  last  coterie  of 
the  course  was  held  April  30th.  A  paper  was  read  by  Miss 
Ella  C.  Lapham, of  Fredonia,  on  "Woman's  Duty  to  Woman 
as  to  Work."  The  subject  was  thoughtfully  and  carefully 
considered,  the  lack  of  trained  workers  among  women  was 
shown,  and  an  earnest  appeal  was  made  for  more  thorough 
preparation  for  work.  These  meetings  have  been  well 
attended,  and  much  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  subjects 
presented.  The  committee  congratulates  itself  that  it  has 
been  able  to  provide  papers  of  such  general  excellence. 

In  addition  to  the  coteries,  this  committee  took  charge  of 
a  lecture  given  by  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe,  on  the  occasion 
of  her  visit  to  Buffalo  at  the  time  of  the  fall  reunion.  The 
lecture  was  given  at  the  Chapter  House,  October  29th,  and 
a  goodly  number  of  women  spent  a  delightful  hour  that  dark 
October  day  listening  to  Mrs.  Howe's  answer  to  the  vexed 
question,  "Is  Polite  Society  Polite?" 

A  course  of  five  law  lectures  for  women  was  also  provided, 
for  which  a  small  admission  fee  was  charged.  The  intro- 
ductory lecture  was  given  by  Seward  A.  Simons  on  Novem- 
ber 28th,  followed  on  December  5th  by  Sheldon  T.  Viele  on 
"Domestic   Relations";    December    i2lh,    by   William  B. 
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Hoyt  on  "Contracts";  December  19th,  by  George  Clinton 
on  "Property";  and  the  last  lecture  was  given  January  2d 
by  Hon.  Jacob  Stern  on  "Wills  and  Administration  of 
Estates."  The  excellent  attendance  at  these  lectures,  the 
interest  manifested  by  those  present  and  the  many  questions 
asked  at  the  close  of  each,  was  evidence  that  many  felt  the 
need  of  information  in  a  direction  toward  which  the  feminine 
mind  has  seldom  turned.  The  thanks  of  the  committee  are 
extended  to  all  who  have  contributed,  by  papers  or  lectures, 
to  the  success  of  this  branch  of  educational  work. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Educational  Committee 
pledged  itself  to  make  this  branch  of  Union  work  self-sup- 
porting. We  are  much  gratified,  at  its  close,  to  be  able  to 
report  that  our  pledge  has  been  redeemed.  The  total 
amount  received  from  classes  and  lectures  is  $409.80;  the 
amount  disbursed  for  payment  of  teachers,  and  other 
expenses  is  $347.36,  leaving  a  balance  of  $62.44.  As  a 
committee  we  have  that  delightful  sense  of  independence 
felt  by  the  self-supporting  individual,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  satisfaction  of  proving  that  the  ten  cent  system  for 
classes  and  lectures  is  sufficient  for  all  our  needs. 

In  this  connection  it  would  be  well  if,  in  a  few  words,  we 
could  destroy  a  false  impression  received  by  many  who  are 
unacquainted  with  our  work.  The  Educational  Committee 
is  not  doing  charitable  work  by  providing  ten  cent  classes 
and  lectures.  The  merchant  who  sells  a  yard  of  cloth  for 
ten  cents  is  not  performing  an  act  of  charity,  and  the  woman 
who  is  able  to  give  more  for  it  is  doing  no  one  injustice  when 
she  pays  the  same  price  as  her  poorer  sister. 

The  statement  of  the  object  of  the  Women's  Union  is 
"to  increase  fellowship  among  women"  and  "promote  the 
best  methods  for  their   educational,   industrial   and   social 
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advancement."     It  might  well  have  taken  as  its  motto,  in 
the   highest,  truest,  best  sense,  the  old  watchword  of  the 
French  Revolution,  "Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE  STONEMAN   WILLIAMS. 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  PROTECTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


There  is  much  that  I  might  tell  you  which  would  be  of 
great  interest  as  fully  showing  the  varied  work  that  comes 
before  the  Protective  Committee,  but  I  have  no  desire  to 
reveal  before  an  assemblage  like  this  the  manifold  sorrows 
of  every  degree  that  come  before  us ;  for  we  are  not  alone 
called  upon  to  hear  complaints  against  thoughtless  or  heart- 
less employers,  to  try  to  correct  mistakes  that  have  arisen 
through  ignorance  on  one  side  or  are  the  result  of  willful  in- 
justice on  the  other,  but  we  are  often  called  upon  to  give 
advice  and  assistance  when  crime  has  been  too  near  the 
abused  or  deserted  wife,  or  the  cruelly  deceived  woman.  It 
is  not  the  place  for  me  to  tell  these  wrongs,  nor  relate  the 
means  by  which  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  has  been  brought 
down  with  a  force  that  taught  these  offenders  tliat  sin 
sometimes  has  its  just  punishment  in  this  life;  but  I  can  tell 
you  that  in  the  year  ending  to-day  we  have  received  one 
hundred  and  eleven  complaints.  Of  this  number  ninety- 
eight  were  for  unjustly  withheld  wages,  the  specified  amounts 
reaching$T,o7i.7o.     The  smallest  sum  was  $1.25,  the  largest, 
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$185 — a  nurse's  unpaid  bill.  After  strict  investigation  thirty 
cases,  representing  claims  amounting  to  $221.80,  were  set 
aside,  either  as  worthless  or  we  were  unable  to  proceed  be- 
cause the  complainant  had  violated  agreement  made  with 
the  employer.  In  three  cases  the  defendants  could  not  be 
found;  in  four,  the  complainant,  never  returned  with  the 
proofs  required  to  substantiate  their  claims.  Fifty  of  these 
cases  are  settled,  either  with  the  money  already  paid  or  with 
notes  given  guaranteeing  such  payment,  and  the  remainder 
paying  weekly  or  monthly  sums  as  per  agreement.  This 
money  paid  amounts  to  $429.08.  We  consider  with  very 
great  satisfaction  the  beneficially  stimulating  effect  which  the 
compulsory  collection  of  over  $35  per  month  of  wages 
earned,  but  refused  by  the  employer  upon  one  pretext  or 
another,  must  have  upon  all  the  working  women  of  this  city. 
That  it  maintains  and  increases  their  courage  in  their  great 
battle  for  independence  is  manifest  without  argument.  We 
have  eighteen  cases  still  being  investigated  in  which  the 
claims  amount  to  $320.82.  Our  total  collections  for  the 
year  reach  $824.08,  including  the  amount  mentioned  as  col- 
lected for  wages.  I  am  sure  that  this  committee  must  feel 
repaid  for  the  time  expended  and  troubles  taken  in  this  work 
when  they  learn  that  they  have  collected  and  paid  to  the 
poorer  working  women  of  this  city  just  dues  reaching  this 
sum  and  averaging  $2.63  daily  at  an  expense  of  $6.85  to 
the  Union.  We  regret  to  state  that  the  pension  case 
mentioned  in  our  last  annual  report  is  still  unsettled,  as 
George  Snyder,  who  served  in  Company  T,  49th  Regiment, 
N.  Y.  Infantry,  during  the  late  war,  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
find  the  necessary  witnesses  to  establish  his  claim  to  a  pension, 
as  permanently  invalided  by  his  service.  We  ask  you  all  to 
help  his  patient,  hard-working  wife  by  speaking  to  members 
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of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  hoping  in  this  way  to 
bring  some  old  comrade  to  his  assistance. 

Of  two  pension  cases  received  this  year,  one,  that  of  a 
very  destitute  widow  claiming  over  $2,000,  is  a  clear  case  in 
the  opinion  of  our  counsellor.  General  Graves,  and  in  all 
probability  will  be  granted.  The  other  case  is  one  in  which 
circumstances  have  combined  to  bury  Justice  very  deep — in 
fact  perfect  cremation  must  have  taken  place — for  there 
seems  to  be  absolutely  no  ashes  from  which  Justice  might  be 
resuscitated.  The  claimant  is  that  saddest  of  all  beings,  a 
childless  widow,  who  has  outlived  her  friends.  Her  husband 
died  five  years  ago.  He  was  blind  from  injuries  received 
during  the  war.  He  obtained  a  pension  and  had  one  pay- 
ment before  his  death.  Because  a  strange  physician  was 
called  during  his  last  sudden  illness,  who  knew  nothing  of 
his  service  and  wounds,  his  death  certificate  did  not  refer 
to  the  cause  of  disease,  therefore  nothing  could  be  done  to 
secure  the  pension  that  should  come  to  the  widow  of  Ser- 
geant Burgess.  The  G.  A.  R.,  through  LeRoy  S.  Oatman, 
are  attending  to  the  immediate  necessities  of  this  poor 
woman,  but  some  sure  provisions  should  be  made  for  her 
remaining  years. 

A  claim  came  before  us  against  the  Royal  Templars  for 
$1,000,  from  an  old  wife,  on  the  ground  that  her  husband 
was  entitled  to  this  sum,  according  to  the  pledges  of  the 
Lodge,  as  he  was  totally  disabled.  Examination  by  the 
Supreme  Medical  Examiner  did  not  show  total  disability. 

Five  sadly  unfortunate  women  brought  their  troubles  to 
us  and  were  freely  advised  by  our  counsellors.  Two  were 
satisfactorily  settled  by  law.  To  one  was  secured  $395  and 
a  free,  hopeful  future — more  to  her  than  thousands  in  goljj. 
Two  of  these  cases  called  for  action  elsewhere,  in  Mexico 
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and  Pennsylvania.  We  obtained  judgment  in  three  cases 
that  we  were  compelled  to  take  into  the  Municipal  Court, 
and  have  one  case  with  a  claim  of  $36  for  domestic  service 
on  trial  in  Jersey  City. 

So  ends  the  record  of  complaints  received  this  year,  but 
we  twelve  women  who  work  on  this  Protective  Committee 
consider  that  we  have  reported  the  least  part  of  the  work 
accomplished.  Lessons  with  a  moral  have  been  taught  some 
of  the  would-be-unjust  employers,  while  all  that  brough.t 
complaints  found  that  closest  scrutiny  and  most  thorough  in- 
vestigation revealed  quickly  any  malice  that  might  exist, 
making  each  complaint  appear  in  its  just  aspect.  We  in 
turn  have  had  our  lessons  of  every  kind.  I  only  hope  we 
may  be  the  wiser  for  them.  I  am  sure  we  realize  with  that 
earnest  friend  of  all  truly  helpful  work,  the  Hon.  W.  P. 
Letchworth,  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities, 
"  That  to  do  our  work  well  we  must  seek  out  our  neighbors 
and  their  necessities,  showing  by  our  warm  and  earnest  interest 
in  their  welfare,  that  we  recognize  universal  brotherhood." 
It  is  in  recognition  of  this  principle  that  we  women  of  the 
Union,  with  tha  love  of  God  and  a  most  earnest  wish  to  do 
good  and  not  evil,  stand  without  regard  to  sect  or  creed, 
making  an  organized  effort  to  throw  the  mantle  of  protection 
about  our  poorer  sisters.  When  we  say  to  them,  "  Your  wrongs 
grieve  us;  we  will  try  to  help  you  to  bear  your  griefs,  for  we, 
too,  know  keen  sorrow;  we  will  give  our  time,  our  labor, 
our  money  to  assert  your  rights  when  the  unjust  of  either 
sex  try  to  work  you  harm,"  and  when  we  supplement  the 
promise  of  our  Constitution,  with  the  results  given  you 
to-day  in  our  reports,  are  we  not  a  living  argument  against 
the  theory  of  those  who  are  systematically  teaching  all  over 
this  fair  land  that  the  natural  enemies  of  the  poor  are  those 


43 

more  fortunate  ones  who  do  not  need  to  toil  for  their  daily 
bread  ?  We  are  only  one  of  many  organizations,  formed  of 
women  and  men  of  property,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  poor  whom  Christ,  the  Saviour,  said  we  should 
•*  always  have  with  us,"  trying  to  relieve  their  distress,  to 
enforce  justice,  and  to  help  those  who  are  struggling  to 
maintain  themselves  honestly  by  independent  effort.  We 
have  organized  a  corporation,  which  has  for  a  board  of 
counsellors  in  the  Protective  Department  eight  of  the  repre- 
sentative lawyers  of  this  city,  who  freely  give  their  time, 
legal  advice  and  cordial  sympathy  to  assist  these  poor 
women  without  fee,  showing  again  that  the  celebrated  maxim 
believed  to  have  originated  with  Sir  Edward  Cook,  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  that  "  corpcwrations  have  no  souls,"  is  pos- 
itively false !  To  the  gentlemen  who  were  our  counsellors 
in  1884,  and  kindly  consented  to  act  again  for  us  a  year 
since,  the  Hon.  James  O.  Putnam,  Messrs.  Norton,  Simons 
and  Rosenau,  were  soon  added  Messrs.  F.  F.  Williams  and 
George  T.  Wardwell,  followed  still  later  by  the  addition  of 
General  J.  C.  Graves,  Judge  Stern  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Austin. 
We  cannot  give  adequate  expression  to  our  appreciation  of 
the  great  kindness  of  these  gentlemen  who  often  leave  cases 
of  great  importance  to  patiently  listen  and  give  counsel  in 
the  case  of  a  poor  woman  with  perhaps  only  a  few  shillings 
involved — but  a  wrong  that  must  be  made  right. 

Members  of  the  Union,  I  have  a  word  for  you,  as  well  as 
to  all  the  women  of  this  dear  city  (who  are  not  members — 
though  they  all  ought  to  be — and  I  wish  I  had  the  wit  and 
the  pen  worthy  to  carry  this  conviction  home  to  their  souls 
and  pockets^)  But  to  return  to  the  word,  I  wish  to  ask  if 
we,  all  of  us,  treat  those  we  engage  to  work  for  us  as  we 
would  wish  to   be  treated   if  the  position   were  reversed? 
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Would  we  like  to  call  for  months  to  collect  $3.50  due  for 
sewing,  finally  give  it  to  the  Union,  have  a  member  call 
repeatedly  for  a  year,  obtaining  promises,  and  find  it  unpaid 
to-day?  or  be  engaged  to  clean  a  house  at  $1  00  daily,  expect- 
ing board  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  sent  to  an  unoccupied 
house  with  no  meal  furnished,  and  be  coldly  told,  when 
asked  for  the  extra  two  shillings,  customary  when  no  meals 
are  given,  "  I  engaged  you  at  $1.00  daily;  you  should  have 
asked  where  you  were  to  work;  I  shall  pay  you  no  more." 
These  are  not  isolated  cases.  If  a  week  ago  I  had  adver- 
tised that  my  books  would  be  open  to  the  reporters  of  the 
daily  papers  on  May  4th,  I  should  not  be  obliged  to  report 
eighteen  unsettled  cases  to-day,  and  we  would  not  be  obliged 
to  enlarge  our  Protective  Committee.  Edward  E.  Hale 
says,  "At  the  head  of  the  alphabet  of  true  charity  comes  the 
letters  which  spell  the  word  Justice,  and  by  justice  it  does 
not  always  mean  merely  paying  the  wages  which  the  em- 
ployed have  agreed  to  receive.  While  it  says  to  one  class, 
"If  any  man  will  not  work,  neither  shall  he  eat,"  it  says  to 
the  other  class,  "  Employers  give  unto  your  employed  that 
which  is  just  and  equal."  This  giving  of  what  is  just  and 
equal  would  do  away  very  largely  with  the  need  of  what  we 
call  charity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 

Secretary  Protective  Committee, 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


For  many  reasons,  but  chiefly  on  account  of  insufficient 
accommodation,  the  library  and  reading  room  of  the 
Women's  Industrial  and  Educational  Union  has  not  as  yet 
become  so  prominent  or  interesting  a  feature  as  the  manage- 
ment would  wish  to  make  it.  This  department  can  only  be 
said  to  have  made  a  modest  start,  which  it  remains  for  the 
future  to  develop. 

The  library  at  present  contains  179  bound  volumes;  un- 
bound, 98;  magazines  and  papers,  141.  Four  daily  papers 
are  regularly  received  at  the  rooms :  The  Buffalo  Courier^ 
The  Commercial  Advertiser^  The  Buffalo  Express ^  and  The 
Buffalo  Daily  Times,  also  The  Sixteenth  Amendment,  a  weekly 
paper.  All  these  are  kindly  sent  to  us  free  of  charge.  Two 
magazines  have  been  contributed  monthly :  Our  Record^ 
from  the  Home  for  the  Friendless,  and  Harpers  Magazine, 

On  account  of  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Bidwell,  Mrs. 
James  Mooney  was  appointed  Chairman  in  January. 

The  committee  have  received  many  promises,  from  friends, 
of  suitable  contributions  to  the  library  after  the  Union  shall 
have  taken  possession  of  its  new  home.  They  feel  encour- 
aged, therefore,  to  hope  that  the  library  and  reading  room 
will  then  become  all  that  it  should  be,  and  a  place  of  pleasant 
and  profitable  resort  for  the  members  of  the  Union. 

ELEANOR   L.  MOONEY, 

Chairman. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
DIRECTORS. 

PUBLISHED    IN    THE    DAILY    PRESS,    MARCH,    1886. 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Women's  Educational 
and  Industrial  Union  desire  to  make  public  acknowledg- 
ment to  all  who  have  assisted  them  in  any  way  toward  the 
purchase  of  a  permanent  home.  Articles  of  agreement 
between  the  owners  of  the  Babcock  property  and  the  officers 
of  the  Union  have  been  executed,  and  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  paid.  On  the  ist  of  May,  1886,  nine 
thousand  dollars  additional  will  be  due,  and  by  assuming  a 
mortgage  of  eight  thousand  dollars  now  held  by  the  Erie 
County  Savings  Bank  the  Union  will  come  into  full  posses- 
sion of  the  property.  From  the  sum  already  secured  there 
will  be  two  thousand  dollars  to  apply  on  the  mortgage,  and 
if  all  who  have  expressed  an  interest  in  the  work  should 
contribute  for  that  purpose,  the  remaining  indebtedness 
could  easily  be  cancelled.  All  amounts  unpaid  will  be 
called  for  early  in  April. 

The  largest  subscription  received  was  for  $250.  Forty- 
nine  persons  subscribed  $100  each,  and  the  remainder  was 
given  in  sums  varying  from  $50  to  25  cents.  The  number 
of  contributors  is  over  600.  The  teachers  of  18  of  our 
public  schools  contributed  the  sum  of  $225. 

As  many  of  the  subscribers  have  expressed  the  desire  not 
to  have  their  names  made  public,  no  detailed  report  will  be 
published  in  the  newspapers.     When  all  the  money  is  col- 
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lected,  any  contributor,  by  calling  at  the  Union  rooms,  can 
see  the  amount  paid  by  him  properly  recorded. 

To  the  daily  press,  who  have  so  generously  given  time  and 
space  in  support  of  the  enterprise,  and  to  all  others  who  have 
aided  by  purse,  word  or  pen  to  the  consummation  of  the 
project,  the  directors  are  sincerely  grateful.  Those  in  charge 
of  the  trust  will  endeavor  to  merit  and  justify  the  confidence 
of  a  generous  public. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

MRS.  GEORGE  W.  TOWNSEND, 

President, 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  fall  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for 
educational,  charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
passed  April  12, 1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supple- 
mentary thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows: 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  "  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buftalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best 
practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and 
social  advancement. 
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This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows: 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employments  of 
women. 

8.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and 
industrial  branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social 
entertainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women. 

III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which 
shall  consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such 
directors  for  the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society 
are: 


Clara  Altman, 
Mary  H.  Bidwkll, 
Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Jennie  W.  Carroll, 
A.  Jane  Codd, 
Lizzie  Cronyn. 
Ellen  M.  Davidson, 
Agnes  A.  Fassett, 
Louise  Flach, 
Lucy  Jewett, 
Selina  S.  Merchant, 
Eleanor  Mooney, 
LuciNDA  Oatman, 
Nora  Pettibone, 
Bertha  Rosbnau, 
Lily  Lord  Tifpt, 
Anna  P.  Underbill, 
Elizabeth  Wade, 


Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 
Elizabeth  Blocher, 
Hattib  Caldwell, 
Alice  Clinton, 
Harriet  C.  Crissy, 
Mary  E.  Daniels, 
lorinda  b.  dutton. 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 
Louise  B.  Hollister, 
Anna  M.  Letchworth, 
Mary  B.  Moody,  m.d., 
Jeanie  Watson  Norton, 
Louise  O'Day, 
Kate  F.  Putnam, 
Jennie  Rumrill, 
Harriet  A.  Townbbnd, 
Cecilia  Utley, 
Charlotte  S.  Williams. 
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In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereanto  set  our  hands,  at  the  Citjr  of 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET   A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS, 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN, 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  (JALDWELL. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,) 
CouKTY  OF  Erie,         ) 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1886,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altraan,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agnes  A. 
Fassett,  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  fore- 
going certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed 
the  same. 

NATHANIEL  8.  ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve 
of  the  foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS, 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION, 

Adopted  Mat  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.—TitU, 

This  association  shall  be  called  "  The  Women's  Educational  and 
Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  II.— 06;V5C<. 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to 
promote  the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational, 
industrial  and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  llL^Officers. 

Sec.  1.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  cpnsist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

Sec.  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes 
effect  shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively 
elected.  At  each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall 
be  chosen,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted 
their  offices. 

Sec.  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members, 
by  ballot,  a  President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, a  Recording  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the 
officers  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  fol- 
lowing their  election  and  until  their  successors  shall  have  been 
elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices  ;  their  duties  shall  be 
prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 
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Sbc.  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President 
shall  appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing 
committees:  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Do- 
mestic Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy, 
Education,  Protection,  and  Library.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  the  nominations  of  all  committees,  except  that  of 
the  chairman,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

ARTICLE  IV, —Membership. 

Any  woman  can  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to 
the  Constitution  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one 
dollar,  and  which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for 
one  year  from  the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become 
such  member  ;  and  may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of 
fifty  dollars.  The  annual  payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the 
person  so  paying  a  sustaining  member. 

ARTICLE  y.—Mseal  Tear. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May. 

ARTICLE  Yl.'-Annual  Meeting. 

Sec.  1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  occur  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

Sec.  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  stand- 
ing committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year, 
and  the  recently  elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

Sec.  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at 
each  annual  meeting:  1.  Reading  of  minutes  of  last  meeting.  2. 
Reports  of  officers.  3.  Reports  of  committees.  4.  Resolutions, 
motions  and  notices.  5.  Unfinished  business .  6.  Report  of  inspectors 
of  elections.  7.  Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  VU.—An7iual  Election. 

Sec.  1.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May.    All  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot, 

Sbc.  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  10  a.  m.  to  8  P.  M.,  and  no 
member  in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  YlU,—  Vacaneiei. 

Any  vacancies  occurring  in  the  officers  or  Board  of  Directors  shall 
be  filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such 
vacancy  shall  occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the 
term  of  the  person  whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  IX.—Departments  of  Work. 

Sbc.  1.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the 
direction  of  the  Board. 

Sbc.  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall 
be  in  charge  of  the  various  standing  committees.  New  departments 
may  be  organized  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  deem  such  action  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

Sbc.  8.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and 
remain  entirely  non- sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X.^Associate  Societies. 

Sec.  1.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits 
of  each  may  be  known. 

.    Sec.  2.    All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems, 
shall  be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  XI.— Amendments, 

These  Articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the 
Union  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal 
notice  of  the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  Ist,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.— Meetings. 

Sbctton  1.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  everv  month.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of 
such  Board,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at 
any  time  by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a 
special  meeting  shall  be  stated  in  the  call,  and  no  other  business 
than  that  specified  shall  be  transacted. 

Sec.  2.  Ck)mmittee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each 
month  by  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  each  commiitee  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

ARTICLE  II.— Duties  of  Officers. 

Sec.  1. — President.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
preside  at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and 
direction  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall 
have  power  to  appoint,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
special  committees  for  the  conduct  of  matters  that  may  arise  outside 
of  the  province  of  the  standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  ap- 
pointment all  vacancies  which  shall  occur  in  the  standing  com- 
mittees.   She  shall  have  the  usual  powers  of  a  presiding  officer. 

Sec.  2. — Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her 
absence  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

Sec.  3.— Treasurer.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
receive  all  moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.    She  shall  keep 
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true  books  of  acooant  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  majr 
be  necessary,  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the 
Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  President  and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. The  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in 
writing  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary 
absence  with  power  to  sign  such  orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  prescribe. 
The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  the 
inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

Sec.  4.— Secrbtarieb.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give 
notice  of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings 
and  preserve  all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She 
shall  enroll  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall 
present  a  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of 
the  Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all 
letters  written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

ARTICLE  lU.—Standing  CommiUeeB, 

Sec.  1.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the 
Union,  provide  methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations, 
and  assessments.  It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and 
shall  audit  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2. — Committee  on  Social  Affairs.  It  shall  have  charge  of 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the 
Union.  It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers 
who  may  require  the  assistance  of  the  Union  and  extend  to  all  its 
hospitality. 
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Sbc.  3. — CoMMrmn  on  Ihdustribs  and  Employment.  It  sball 
be  itB  dttty  k>  adyise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best 
UBiflt  all  wemen  in  their  chosen  avocations.  It  shall  provide  a 
Borean  of  Registration,  which  shall  record  all  applications  for  em> 
ployment  and  famish  information  to  those  seeking  it. 

Sbc.  4.— Committsb  on  Domestic  Training.  It  shall  provide, 
bj  means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  Instruction  as  shall  tend 
to  exalt  household  labor. 

Sec.  5.— Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture.  It 
shall  provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and 
other  instructions,  true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of 
health  shall  be  best  promoted.  It  shall  make  and  enforce  the  rules 
governing  the  use  of  the  gymnasium. 

Sec.  6.— Committee  upon  Philanthropy.  It  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which 
shall  include  the  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  any  work 
which  may  properly  come  within  the  scope  of  its  purpose. 

Sec.  7. — ^Committse  on  Education.  It  shall  seek  to  disseminate 
true  ideas  affecting  the  higher  questions  of  human  interest,  provide 
courses  of  lectures,  conversations  and  classes,  and  make  such  other 
provisions  as  shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

Sec.  8. — Committee  on  Protection.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to 
public  attention,  and  shall  assist  in  all  measures  which  may  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

Sec.  9.— Committee  on  Library.  It  shall  have  charge  of  the 
library  and  reading  room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open 
for  use  to  the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their 
conduct  and  government. 

Sec.  10.  The  chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside 
at  all  the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and 
lectures  held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve, 
she  shall  appoint  a  substitute. 

Sec.  11.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority 
and  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may 
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approve  or  reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  com- 
mittee shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among' 
the  members  of  the  Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 
Sec.  12.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings, 
which  shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the 
departments  of  the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and 
decision  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  such  measures. 

ARTICLE  IV.—  OrderofBunness, 


Th( 

i  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each  regular 

meeting: 

1. 

Call  to  order. 

2. 

Roll  call. 

3. 

Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4. 

Report  of  Superintendent. 

5. 

Reports  of  Officers. 

6. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

I. 

Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

8. 

Unfinished  business. 

9. 

New  business. 

10. 

Miscellaneous  business. 

11. 

Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  v.— Real  Estate. 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the 
Union  shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and 
the  Chairmen  of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  shall  be 
charged  with  the  care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense 
shall  be  incurred  by  this  Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous 
Sanction  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  Yl.— Annual  Ejection, 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint 
a  nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board 
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and  three  from  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty- 
four  nominations  of  directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding 
annual  election.  Each  member  of  the  Union  shall  vote  for  twelve 
directors,  and  the  twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes 
shall  be  declared  elected  ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also 
appoint  five  inspectors  of  election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  yil.—Am&ndment$. 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous 
re^lar  meeting  of  the  Board. 
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STANDING    COMMITTEES    1886-87. 


PInanoe. 
Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy, Chairman. 

Social  Affairs. 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske, Chairman, 

Employment. 
Mrs.  William  Brown, Chairman, 

Domestic   Traininer. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Clinton, Chairman. 

HyfiTlene  and  Physical  Culture. 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, Chairman. 

Philanthropy. 
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Legacies   may  be   lost   to  the    Society  by   failure 
to   use   a   proper  form.      We  suggest   the   following 

Form  of  Bequest 

/  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Women's   Educa-^ 
tional  and  Industrial   Union  of  Buffalo^  the  sum  of 

and  hereby  authorize  my  Executors 

to  pay  the  same  to  the  person   ivho   shall  be  acting 
as    Treasurer  of  said  Society, 


BEIPOBT 
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Standing  Committees,  1886-87. 


FINANCE. 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  Abram  Altman.  Mrs.  D.  S.  Rosenau. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Button.  Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 

Mrs.  T.  S.  Fassett.  Mrs.  James  Davidson. 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach.  Miss  Nora  Pettibone. 

SUB-OOMMITTEE  ON   FINANCE-FURNISHING. 

Mrs.  James  Davidson,  Chairman, 
Mrs.  James  Mooney.  Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  H.  Carrell.      Mrs.  Theodore  S.  Fassett. 
Miss  Pettibone. 

SOCIAL   AFFAIRS. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske,  Chairman, 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin.  Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun.  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cooke. 
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Mrs.  I.  Ormsby.  Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant. 
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Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington.  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Lewis. 
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Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun. 
Mrs.  G.  D.  Barr. 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Allen. 
Mrs.  John  Slote. 
Miss  Ida  Gregg. 


Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict. 
Mrs.  Bailey. 
Mrs.  B.  Bartow. 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Dougherty. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  IsHAM. 


SUB-COMMITTEE-KITCHEN-QARDEN 

Mrs.   L.  A.  Bull,  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Mont.  Gerrans. 
Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Matthews. 
Miss  Grace  Manchester. 
Miss  Ellen  Kent. 


Miss  Mary  Beals. 
Miss  Sarah  Bull. 
Miss  Kate  Albro. 
Miss  Adda  Hadley. 
Miss  Coffey. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

At  The  Annual  Mketinj;,  May  io,  1887. 


The  first  annual  meeting  in  our  new  home  is  an  event  of 
no  little  importance.  Six  months  have  passed  since  we  gath- 
ered here  to  dedicate  this  building  ;  then  all  were  filled  with 
gratitude  for  the  realization  of  our  hopes  ;  to-day  we  are  to 
learn  of  progress  made  in  advancing  the  aims  and  objects 
for  which  the  Union  is  organized.  Others  will  give  details 
of  profitable  work  accomplished,  my  part  lies  in  another 
direction,  it  is  to  make  plain,  if  possible,  the  principles  which 
are  the  foundation  of  the  Union,  to  state  its  needs  and  en- 
deavor to  stimulate  interest  in  those  to  whom  the  active 
workers  must  look  for  substantial  aid  to  enable  them  to 
continue  and  increase  effort. 

Charles  Kingsley,  in  writing  of  woman,  says  :  "  Let  me  ask 
women  to  educate  themselves,  not  for  their  own  sakes  mere- 
ly, but  for  the  sake  of  others,  for  whether  they  will  or  not 
they  must  educate  others.**  These  words  strike  the  key-note 
of  the  reason  for  the  existence  of  a  "  Women*s  Educational 
Union."  Women  must  educate  others — how  can  they  be 
best  fitted  for  their  mission  ?  Some  will  say  look  at  the  op- 
portunities of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  churches,  schools, 
libraries,  the  press,  our  charities — what  more  is  needed  for 
the  development  of  a  tFue  womanhood  ?  Unquestionably 
these  are  all  helpful  agencies,  but  still  there  is  something 
lacking.  The  church,  while  it  strengthens  the  spiritual,  fails 
in  some  cases  to  improve  the  mental  nature,  all  do  not  avail 
themselves  of  its  privileges,  inclination  or  poverty  prevent  ; 
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the  schools  are  for  our  girls,  the  women  of  the  future.  The 
woman  wearied  with  household  care  needs  a  stimulant  to 
enable  her  to  make  free  and  wise  use  of  the  public  library  ; 
good  literature  often  heeds  an  interpreter,  the  newspapers 
as  they  chronicle  the  passing  events  of  the  day  bewilder  the 
tired  mind  ;  our  charities  sometimes  make  class  distinctions 
more  apparent  as  the  rich  reach  down  to  the  poor.  To  pro- 
vide a  common  meeting-place  for  all  women,  an  atmosphere 
so  cordial  that  none  shall  feel  out  of  place,  where  the  rich 
woman  shall  forget  her  riches  and  the  poor  woman  her  pov- 
erty and  where  each  shall  find  the  opportunity  to  cultivate 
her  "  talent,"  this  is  the  province  of  an  Educational  Union. 
Why  do  we  have  an  industrial  department  ?  The  crying  need 
of  the  day  is  for  practical  employment  for  women  ;  many 
are  left  helpless,  not  only  as  to  the  wherewithal  to  sustain 
life,  but  utterly  without  resources  within  themselves  to  earn 
it.  Every  day  women  come  to  our  employment  committee 
with  the  old  story,  "  I  am  penniless,  help  me  to  a  position,** 
and  to  the  familiar  question.  What  can  you  do  ?  comes  the 
answer,  "  Nothing  well,  I  never  expected  to  earn  my  living." 

Women  should  be  made  to  realize  that  marriage,  once  con- 
sidered to  be  the  aim  of  every  girl's  life,  does  not  come  to 
all,  and  that  it  does  not  always  absolve  woman  from  the  duty 
of  bread-earning ;  widows  and  deserted  wives  with  young 
children  to  support  are  our  frequent  applicants.  The  old 
standards  are  passing  away,  it  is  no  longer  considered 
degrading  for  a  woman  to  earn  money  ;  the  Union  would 
hasten  the  time  when  every  daughter  shall  be  trained  to 
some  wage-earning  occupation  the  same  as  the  son. 

The  "  domestic  problem,"  confronts  us  on  every  side. 
The  well-ordered  American  home,  once  the  boast  of  our  na- 
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tioTi,  is  degenerating  ;  the  ignorant  foreigner  reigns  there 
supreme,  and  housekeepers  are  helpless  against  the  invasion. 
We  look  almost  despairingly  to  the  domestic  training-school 
for  relief.  It  will  help  in  time  if  properly  sustained  and 
supplemented  by  the  kitchen -garden,  but  individual  work 
must  be  done.  Mothers  must  train  their  daughters  and 
daughters  the  helpers  ;  housework  must  be  elevated  ;  the 
drudgery  may  be  left  to  the  untrained  hand,  the  preparation 
of  food  and  the  lighter  household  work  should  be  done  by 
the  educated  woman.  All  women  cannot  be  teachers,  type- 
writers, bookkeepers  or  dressmakers  ;  some  are  born  cooks 
and  houseworkers.  We  ask  the  co-operation  of  both  "  mis- 
tress and  maid"  in  solving  this  problem  so  vital  to  the  home. 
If  slow  progress  is  made  none  should  be  disheartened,  there 
is  "  light  ahead. ' 

A  noble  woman  filled  with  inspiration  has  told  us  of  the 
need  of  "  motherhood  outside  the  home,"  and  we  have  been 
made  to  realize  more  keenly  than  ever  the  importance  of 
our  protective  department.  In  every  large  city  there  is  need 
for  preventive  work.  Young  girls  surrounded  with  circum- 
stances which  make  life  a  continual  temptation  must  be 
sought  out  and  guided  into  safe  paths.  Individual  interest 
can  only  do  this.  Homes  and  reformatories  cannot  success- 
fully deal  with  prevention.  The  Union  must  have  more 
women  of  leisure,  tact  and  sympathy,  willing  to  patiently 
work  in  this  field  without  the  hope  of  quick  or  great  results. 
More  than  once  in  the  short  life  of  this  Association  its  friends 
have  acknowledged  that  there  is  strength  in  numbers,  and 
as  names  have  been  added  week  by  week  to  our  membership 
roll,  there  has  come  a  sense  of  growing  power  :  a  desire  to 
reach  out  in  broader  lines  to  help  humanity. 
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The  great  reformatory  measures  of  the  day  need  the  con- 
certed action  of  brave  women.  It  has  been  wisely  said  that 
"  there  is  something  more  necessary  than  the  claiming  of 
rights  and  that  is  the  performing  of  duties."  Is  it  not  also 
true  that  women  may  in  the  performance  of  rightly  under- 
stood duties  exert  an  influence  which  shall  be  widespread  in 
its  action  for  good  ?  Buffalo  women  are  advised  by  a  news- 
paper editor  in  a  sister  city  to  look  at  home  for  objects  of 
philanthropy.  Our  Women's  Union  is  not  organized  to  help 
its  own  city  alone  ;  its  jurisdiction  extends  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  Niagara  square,  its  members  are  residents  not  only  of 
a  large  and  prosperous  city,  but  of  the  great  Empire  State, 
and  their  aim  is  to  reach  out  in  every  direction  to  protect  the 
helpless  and  relieve  the  oppressed.  The  united  voice  of 
eight  hundred  women  will  be  heard  in  a  plea  for  justice  to 
the  unfortunate  whenever  the  opportunity  opens,  and  not 
discouraged  by  repeated  failures  it  will  sound  again  and 
again  in  behalf  of  the  right. 

In  the  department  of  physical  culture,  the  Union  has  en- 
deavored to  establish  a  high  standard.  To  exalt  the  import- 
ance of  such  work  we  only  need  to  agree  with  the  philoso- 
pher that,  "  the  recognition  of  the  laws  of  health  will  always 
be  found  in  the  end  to  be  the  recognition  of  the  laws  of 
morality."  In  such  labor  as  this  we  should  be  ever  renew- 
ing our  courage.  There  could  be  at  least  two  thousand 
members  in  a  city  like  ours  ;  each  member  has  friends  who 
know  little  or  nothing  of  the  beneficent  work  ;  enlist  their 
interest,  and  we  can  double  the  membership  roll  with  very 
little  effort.  All  women  are  welcome  and  all  can  help. 
"See  only  that  thou  work  and  thou  canst  not  escape  the 
reward." 
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This  spacious  building,  so  admirably  fitted  to  the  needs  of 
the  Union,  is  an  honor  to  the  city.  The  mortgage  must  be 
paid  before  any  new  venture  can  be  made. 

Buffalo  is  the  home  of  many  women  of  wealth  noted  for 
their  generosity ;  some  are  passing  rapidly  on  toward  the 
other  life  where  material  riches  are  no  longer  required.  A 
vacant  lot  on  the  west  side  of  this  property  could  be  made 
the  site  of  a  pleasant  lecture  hall  large  enough  for  an  ordi- 
nary audience  (these  rooms  are  too  small  for  all  who  would 
like  to  come).  In  the  second  story  might  be  placed  the  art 
school,  for  which  there  is  a  growing  demand.  Such  a  build- 
ing properly  connected  with  the  house  would  be  a  fitting 
addition.  The  hall  could  bear  the  name  of  the  donor  and 
be  an  ever-speaking  memorial  far  more  enduring  than  the 
most  costly  marble. 

"A  dreamer  dropped  a  random  thought ;  'twas  old,  and  yet  'twas  new  ; 

A  simple  fancy  of  the  brain,  but  strong  in  being  true. 

It  shone  upon  a  genial  mind,  and  lo  !  its  light  became 

A  lamp  of  life,  a  beacon  ray,  a  monitory  fiame. 

The  thought  was  small  ;  its  issue  great — a  watchfire  on  the  hill ; 

It  shed  its  radiance  far  adown,  and  cheers  the  valley  still." 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Again  it  becomes  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  submit  to  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Union  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary's annual  report. 

It  is  the  little  things  in  life  that  make  the  one  grand 
whole,  and  in  reading  between  the  lines  of  this  statement 
you  will  surely  find  evidence  of  integrity  and  tenacity  of 
purpose. 

The  annual  election  of  twelve  Directors,  held  May  4th, 
1886,  brought  no  change  in  the  original  Board.  The  officers 
for  the  year  were  elected  as  follows  : 

President,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Townsend  ;  ist  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams  ;  2d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  A.  Altman  ; 
3d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  James  Mooney  ;  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Miss  Hattie  Caldwell ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss 
Anna  M.  Letchworth  ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill. 

Twelve  regular  and  two  special  meetings  have  been  held. 
One  hundred  and  eight  women  have  served  on  the  different 
committees,  and  the  books  of  the  Superintendent  give  a  reg- 
istry of  838  members  and  1,400  visitors. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  August,  1886,  Miss  Prindle  resigned 
the  office  of  Superintendent.  She  had  been  faithful  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  her  and  left  to  take  up  her  residence  in  an- 
other city,  followed  by  the  good  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. Her  place  was  filled  by  Miss  Ada  L.  Hudson,  who 
has  proved  herself  worthy  and  efficient. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year  the  newly-acquired 
possession  of  our  home  in  Niagara  Square  became  the  all- 
absorbing  thought,  and  much  attention  was  given  to  the  re- 
fitting and  furnishing  of  the  property.  Through  the  gener- 
osity of  the  citizens  of  Buffalo  the  house  was  put  in  a  condi- 
tion well  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  Union.     Three  rooms  on 
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the  second  floor,  not  needed  for  the  work  carried  on  by  the 
Union,  were  rented  as  studios. 

In  the  joy  of  entering  a  home  of  our  own,  the  courtesy 
and  generosity  of  the  "  C.  O.  S."  in  providing  rooms  in  Fitch 
Institute  for  the  use  of  the  Union  during  the  first  two  years 
of  its  existence,  was  not  forgotten,  and  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors have  extended  the  Trustees  of  that  Institution  their  most 
hearty  thanks. 

The  acquisition  of  more  room  made  work  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Domestic  Training  a  possibility,  and  under  the 
efficient  management  of  its  chairman,  this  committee  has 
begun  a  satisfactory  and  much  needed  work.  A  gymnasium 
was  established  and  put  under  the  direction  of  a  graduate  of 
Dr.  Sargent's  school  at  Cambridge. 

The  new  home  was  dedicated  by  a  formal  reception  held 
the  thirtieth  of  October,  1886,  at  which  the  proud  hearts  of 
the  members  were  made  glad  by  the  large  number  of  guests 
present,  and  the  deep  interest  manifested. 

The  first  of  March,  1887,  was  a  happy  day  for  the  Board 
of  Directors,  who  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the  raising 
of  the  $12,000,  by  an  informal  luncheon.  All  were  gratified 
by  the  announcement  that  all  indebtedness  for  repairs  was 
cancelled,  leaving  only  the  mortgage  to  be  provided  for. 

The  Union  seems  in  every  department  prosperous,  as  the 
detailed  reports  of  the  chairman  of  the  several  committees 
will  testify. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  are  gratefully  extended  to  the 
donors  who  have  generously  responded  to  the  needs  of  the 
Union,  to  the  members  of  the  press,  and  our  legal  advisers, 
all  of  whom  have  been  so  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  Union.     Respectfully  submitted, 

HATTIE  CALDWELL, 
Secretary, 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union^ 

In  account  with  Jennie  Rum  rill,  Treasurer . 

General  Fund. — Expenditures. 
May  I,  1887. 
To    Printing,    Advertising,     Postage,      Stationery, 

Coal,  etc $275.32  . 

Superintendent's  salary 308.00 

Janitor's  salary 351-50 

Gas  Company 100.90 

Educational  Committee 1,019.45 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee  ....  918.82 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee 7.34 

Furnishing  Committee 231.86 

Employment  Committee 2.50 

Protective  Committee 24.00 

Social  Affairs  Committee 18.90 

Library  Committee 5. 50 

Insurance 27.50 

Water 3.05 

Paid  into  "  Mortgage  and  Repair  Fund  " 275.00 

Bill  for  plumbing  and  gas-fitting,  to  Irlbacker  & 

Davis 150.00 

Bill  for  carpenter  work,  to  Mr.  John  Feist  . . .  334.00 

$4,053.64 

Paid  Domestic  Training  Committee 178.81 

$4,232.45 
Cash  on  hand 615.41 

$4,847-86 

May  I,  1887.  Receipts. 

By    Cash  on  hand $279.85 

Annual  Membership $683.00 

Sustaining  Membership 620.00 

Cash  donations 235.25 

Interest 13.82 

Rent  of  rooms    467. 50 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee 1,167.50 

Educational  Committee 97T-44 

Protective  Committee i.oo 

$4,159.00 

Domestic  Training  Committee 408.50 

4,568.01 

$4,847.86 
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May  I,  1887.        BuiLniN(;  Fund. — Expenditures. 

To  Cash  payment  on  the  mortgage  of  $8,000 $1,000.00 

City  taxes  for  the  year  1886 488.27 

One  year's  interest  on  mortgage 373. 75 

Paid  into  **  Mortgage  and  Repair  Fund," 4.21 

$^866. 23 

Receipts. 

May  1 ,  1886.  Cash  on  hand $550.02 

By  cash  collections  during  the  year 1,316.21 

$i,866T2l 

Mortgage  and  Repairs  Fund. — Expenditures. 

May  I,  1887.     To  paid  H.  G.  White,  for  painting $300.00 

J.  H.  Tilden,  for  mason  work 170.00 

Irlbacker  &  Davis,  for  plumbing  and 

gas-fitting 200.00 

John  Feist,  for  carpenter  work 140.00 

John  H.  Mills,  for  heating  apparatus. .  296.45 

April  7,  1887.     Cash  payment  on  the  mortgage 500.00 

$1,606.45 
May  I,  1887.     Balance  on  hand 58.56 

$1,665.01 

Receipts. 

May  I,  1887.     By  cash  donations $1,326.50 

Cash  from  "  General  Fund," 275.00 

Cash  from  **  Gymnasium  Fund," 59.30 

Cash  from  *'  Building  Fund," 4.21 

$1,665.01 

Permanent  Fund. 

May  I,  1886.     Cash  on  hand $50.00 

May  I,  1SS7.     Cash  on  hand $50.00 

May  I.  1887.      Gymnasium  Yv^h.— Expenditures. 

To  paid  J.  H.  Tilden,  for  mason  work $300.00 

John  Feist,  for  carpenter  work 560.00 

Into  *'  Mortgage  and  Repair  Fund," 59.30 

__$9i9^3o 
Receipts. 

May  I,  1886.     Cash  on  hand $297.68 

By  collections 615.27 

Interest 6.35 

$<)I9.35 

Examined  ^nd  approved : 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND,  )    .     ,., 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY,  )^  Auditors. 


REPORT   OF    THE    FINANCE   COMMITTEE 


In  submitting  this,  its  third  annual  report,  your  Finance 
Committee  desire  to  congratulate  the  Union  upon  the  suc- 
cess and  prosperity  of  the  year  just  closed.  The  hopes  of 
even  the  most  enthusiastic  have  been  fairly  realized,  and 
we  find  our  organization  grounded  upon  a  firm  and  sub- 
stantial basis  of  assured  permanence. 

All  improvements  made  upon  the  building  in  which  the 
Union  now  has  its  happy  home  have  been  entirely  paid  for 
and  the  organization  is  out  of  debt,  except  as  to  the  mort- 
gage left  upon  the  property  at  the  time  of  its  purchase. 
Upon  this  incumbrance  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
has  been  paid  during  the  past  year,  thus  reducing  it  to  six 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which  amount  your  com- 
mittee are  confident  can,  by  earnest  and  thorough  work,  be 
paid  during  the  coming  year.  It  is  deemed  becoming  and 
proper  that  your  committee  make  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  many  people  whose  substantial  services  have  done  so 
much  towards  placing  the  Union  upon  its  present  prosper- 
ous footing.  To  R.  A.  Bethune,  architect,  whose  valuable 
services  have  been  a  free  gift,  and  to  the  contractors  for  the 
carpenter,  masonry,  plumbing  and  painting  work,  thanks  are 
especially  due  for  their  liberal  treatment ;  and  to  a  score 
of  others  whose  generous  gifts  of  work  and  material,  and  arti- 
cles of  furniture  and  fitting  have  been  so  timely  and  welcome 
your  committee  would  express  their  gratitude.  The  custom 
we  have  adopted  and  in  many  instances,  their  own  expressed 
wishes  does  not  permit  their  here  being  mentioned  by  name. 
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The   donation  books  containing  all  items  of  cash  or  mate- 
rial may  be  found  upon  the  Superintendent's  desk. 

But  while  we  gratefully  remember  the  Union's  indebted- 
ness to  those  outside  the  organization,  your  committee 
cannot  forbear  to  mention  its  indebtedness  and  that  of 
the  Union  to  the  untiring  and  unremitting  efforts  of  our 
President.  To  her  energetic,  and  self-sacrificing  work,  more 
than  to  anything  else,  is  to  be  attributed  the  Union's  rapid 
stride  to  prosperity. 

In  this  connection  your  committee  desire  to  appeal  to 
each  member  of  the  Union  individually,  to  do  everything  in 
her  power  to  aid  those  who  have  heretofore  pulled  the 
laboring  oar.  Every  member  can  do  something.  There  is 
need  of  members,  and  in  the  obtaining  of  such  every  one 
can  work.  In  union  there  is  indeed  strength  for  work 
like  ours. 

The  field  for  future  usefulness  and  prosperity  opens 
encouragingly  before  us.  It  is  not  difficult  for  the  eye  of  the 
Union's  faith  to  see  upon  the  lot  adjoining  our  present 
home  a  stately  structure  rise,  a  structure  which,  with  its 
kitchen-garden  floor,  commodious  hall  and  its  studio  floor, 
shall  provide  the  place  for  carrying  out  the  Union's 
further  plans.  Patient,  earnest,  energetic  work  will  accom- 
plish it  all. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  I.  O.  CRISSY, 

Chairman  Finance  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  COMMHTEE  ON  SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 


Another  year  has  been  added  to  the  life  of  the  Women's 
Educational  and  Industrial  Union.  A  year  which  has  been 
filled  with  good  results,  and  which  has  spoken  to  many  of 
you  much  more  plainly  in  great  achievements  than  I  could 
ever  hope  to  do  in  words. 

True,  one  year  ago  we  felt  sure  of  being  at  this  time  in 
our  present  home,  for  the ,  great  efforts  we  had  made  to 
secure  this  most  desirable  home  had  been  successful  in 
spite  of  the  many  predictions  to  the  contrary. 

Our  success  was  most  clearly  proven  to  the  generous 
public  on  that  bright  thirtieth  day  of  October,  1886,  when 
the  doors  of  the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union 
were  thrown  open  to  the  public,  and  all  were  most  cordially 
welcomed.  We  had  hoped  to  have  had  as  our  guest 
on  that  occasion,  Mrs.  Abby  Morton  Diaz  of  the  Boston 
Union,  the  woman  to  whom  we  owe  our  existence,  but  ill- 
ness prevented. 

After  the  graceful  address  of  welcome  made  by  our  hon- 
ored President,  addresses  were  made  by  Hon  James  O.  Put- 
nam, Messrs.  N.  S.  Rosenau  and  Seward  A.  Simons,  all  of 
which  were  full  of  kind  words  and  good  wishes  for  our 
prosperity,  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley  read  a  poem  which 
she  had  written  for  the  occasion. 

After  the  formal  exercises  were  over,  refreshments  were 
served,  and  not  until  a  late  hour  were  our  opening  and 
never-to-be-forgotten  festivities  over. 

This   was  the   beginning  of  our  year's  work,   and    with 
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hearts  filled  with  hope,  and  willing  hands,  we  pressed  eagerly 
forward,  cheered  and  influenced  by  her  who,  I  firmly 
believe,  knows  no  such  word  as  fail. 

While  the  committee  called  Social  Affairs  is  a  very  im- 
portant one,  its  work  is  of  a  character  that  speaks  for  itself, 
and  consequently  leaves  but  little  to  report.  We  provide 
free  entertainments  of  a  literary  and  musical  character, 
which  have  been  given  fortnightly  during  the  season.  That 
the  efforts  of  those  who  have  had  charge  of  these  enter- 
tainments have  been  successful  has  been  fully  demonstrated 
by  the  very  large  and  appreciative  audiences  which  have 
more  than  filled  our  rooms.  These  entertainments  were 
somewhat  varied,  one  evening  Dr.  George  Lewis,  Jr.,  gave 
a  most  charming  informal  talk  about  the  Royal  Family  of 
Germany  and  the  city  in  which  they  live.  It  was  both 
interesting  and  instructive.  Arrangements  were  nearly 
completed  for  Mrs.  Jarley's  Wax  Works,  when  illness  sadly 
interfered,  but  the  lady  who  had  charge  was  equal  to  the 
emergency  and  in  a  very  short  time  provided  a  new  and 
interesting  programme  for  that  evening.  Twelve  enter- 
tainments in  all  were  given,  the  programmes  of  which  I 
will  not  read,  as  they  will  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report. 

These  entertainments  have  been  not  only  a  source  of 
great  pleasure  to  those  who  have  attended,  but  have  been 
the  means  of  increasing  the  membership  of  the  Union.  To 
those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  have  contributed  their  ser- 
vices so  willingly,  their  reward  must  be  in  the  consciousness 
of  not  having  hidden  their  talents,  but  in  allowing  others  to 
enjoy  the  gifts  bestowed  upon  them,  fully  demonstrating 
that  there  is  no  true  pleasure  in  selfishness. 
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It  has  been  one  of  the  duties  of  this  committee  to  provide 
a  member  in  attendance  to  serve  a  part  of  each  day  assisting 
the  Superintendent,  in  receiving  and  entertaining  visitors. 
This  has  also  been  attended  with  good  results,  and  I  would 
urge  its  continuance. 

There  has  also  been  in  attendance  a  member  of  the 
Union  every  Sunday  afternoon,  at  which  time  it  was  hoped 
many  women  would  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of 
our  library,  but  as  yet  the  Sunday  visitors  have  not  been  of 
large  proportions. 

The  Directors'  luncheon  given  March  ist,  was  a  most  en- 
joyable affair,  attended  by  the  Directors  and  a  few  invited 
guests,  including  Mrs.  Adsit  of  Milwaukee.  The  feast  was 
of  several  hours  duration.  In  general  the  toasts  were  most 
gracefully  responded  to.  Mirth  and  merriment  were  in 
order  and  with  flowers,  hand-painted  menu  and  ribbons,  the 
tables  were  very  inviting.  The  day  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  all  those  who  were  in  attendance. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE   L.   MONIER    FISKE, 

Chairman. 


List  of  Entertainments. 

November  8th,  1886.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Fiske.  i.  In- 
strumental music,  Overture  from  Little  Tycoon,  Miss  Wade  ; 
2.  Recitation,  "The  Maiden  Martyr,*'  Miss  May  Louise 
Perry  ;  3.  Song,  "  Bid  me  Good-bye,"  Mr.  Dempsey,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Fredericks  ;  4.  Recitation,  "  The  Notary 
of  Perigneux,"  Mr.  Rumill ;  5.  Song,  "  Flower  Girl,"  Mrs. 
Dodge,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Nolton  ;  6.  Recitation,  "  The 
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Wind  and  the  Moon/'  Miss  Helen  M.  Judd ;  7.  Song, 
"  Simon,  the  Cellarer,"  Mr.  Dempsey,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Fredericks  ;  8.  Recitation,  "  The  Christening,"  Miss  May 
Louise  Perry  ;  9.  Recitation,  "  Fourth  of  July  at  Jonesville," 
Miss  Helen  M.  Judd. 

November  22d.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Merchant,  i.  Reci- 
tation, "  Kate  Shelley,"  Miss  Florence  Anthony ;  2.  Song 
from  "  Oratorio  of  Sampson,"  Mr.  Sheehan  ;  3.  Recitation, 
"  Wooing  of  Henry  Fifth,"  Miss  Sherwood  ;  4.  Song,  "When 
I  was  single,  O  then !"  Miss  Mary  Ray ;  5.  Recitation, 
"  Unfinished  Prayer,"  Miss  Gertie  Welsh  ;  6.  Instrumental 
music.  Miss  Alice  Vail ;  7.  Recitation, "  The  Charcoal  Man," 
Miss  Louise  Dawson ;  8.  Song,  "  Old-fashioned  Photo- 
graph," Miss  Mary  Roy. 

December  6th,  1886.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Fiske.  An  in- 
formal talk  about  the  Royal  Family  of  Germany  and  the 
city  in  which  they  live,  by  Dr.  George  Lewis,  Jr. 

December  20th,  1886.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Merchant. 
Piano  solo.  Miss  McMichael ;  Recitations  by  Miss  Merchant, 
Mr.  Dunham,  Miss  Colton,  and  Miss  Dawson  ;  Vocal  solo. 
Miss  Merchant. 

January  10,  1887.  Arranged  by  Miss  Julia  E.  Green,  i. 
Piano  solo.  Miss  Ward  ;  2.  Recitation,  Miss  Florence  An- 
thony ;  3.  Song,  Mrs.  Fredericks ;  4.  Recitation,  "Annette," 
Miss  Milsom  ;  5.  Violin  solo,  Miss  Cochrane  ;  6.  Recitation, 
Miss  Nellie  Duell ;  7.  Mandoline  solo.  Miss  Cochrane  ;  8. 
Tenor  solo,  Mr.  Jones  ;  9.  Contralto  solo,  Miss  Babcock. 

January  24th,  1887.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Ormsby.  Charades 
and  a  play  in  pantomine,  given  by  the  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  Mrs.  Ormsby's  class,  accompanied  with  music. 
Pantomine,  Jennie  Swift,  Hattie  True,  Florence  Anthony, 
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Georgia  Shaw,  Gertie  Axtell,  Nellie  Deuel,  Frank  Baker, 
Gus  Pleuther,  and  Edna  Goodspeed.  Charades,  Phoebe 
Sayles,  Lena  Betts,  Millie  Zink,  Carrie  Lock,  Lulu  Kingston, 
Louise  Lankier,  Nellie  Baker,  Walter  Zink,  Jasper  Deuel, 
Harry  Zink,  Harry  Brady,  John  Riley,  Webb  Rose,  Hunter 
Betts,  Frank  Fellows  and  Earl  Axtell. 

February  7th,  1887.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Hawkins,  i. 
Piano  solo,  "  If  I  were  a  Bird,"  Miss  Wade  ;  2.  Recitation, 
Miss  Carrie  Baker ;  3.  Recitation,  "  The  Dead  Dollie,"  Miss 
Nellie  Hawkins  ;  4.  Solo,  Fraulien  Raab ;  5.  Quartette, 
"  The  Lost  Ship,"  Mrs.  Shingler,  Mrs.  Leak,  Mr.  Steele  and 
Mrs.  Morgan ;  6.  Recitation  Miss  Georgie  Percival ;  7. 
Piano  solo.  Miss  Lena  Betts. 

February  21st,  1887.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Hussey.  i.  Piano 
solo.  Miss  Howard  ;  Recitation,  Miss  Helen  M.  Judd ; 
Song,  Miss  Ida  Hamilton  ;  Reading  by  Mr.  Monroe. 

March  7th,  1887.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Hussey.  i.  Selec- 
tions from  Chopin,  Miss  Isham,  Mr.  Isham  and  Mr.  Wood- 
worth  ;  2.  Solo,  "  Morning  Greeting,"  Miss  Lewis ;  3.  Reci- 
tations, "  Pride  of  Battery  B,"  and  "  Biddy's  Troubles,"  Mrs. 
Richards  ;  4.  Selection  from  Mendelssohn,  Miss  Isham,  Mr. 
Isham  and  Mr.  Woodworth  ;  5.  Song,  "  Tit  for  Tat,"  Miss 
Lewis ;  6.  Recitations,  "  The  Bobolink"  and  "  Lorraine, 
Louaine,  Lorie,"  Mrs.  Richards ;  7.  Song,  Mrs.  Turton  ; 
8.  Recitation,  "Taking  an  Elevator,"  from  Josiah  Allen's 
Wife,  Mrs.  Richards. 

March  21st.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Montgomery,  i.  Piano 
solo,  Miss  Wade  ;  2.  Recitation,  "  Views  of  Hotel  Life," 
Gertrude  O'Day ;  3.  Sleighbell  Symphony,  Members  of 
Unity  Club :  Anna  Felton,  Jeanette  C.  Pinner,  Ella  Lang- 
don,   Susie  Simons,   Robert  Williams,   Mr.   Baker,    Charles 
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Limner,  Mr.  Williams,  Kate  B.  Burton,  Robert  Nichols, 
Louise  Wing,  Florence  Wing  ;  4.  Recitation,  "  She  loved 
him  rale  weel,"  Georgie  Hoover ;  5.  Piano  solo,  Helen 
Brown ;  6.  Violin  solo,  Harry  Barker ;  7.  Recitation, 
'*  Daisie*s  Faith,"  Maude  Montgomery  ;  8.  Piano  solo.  Miss 
Fleischmann  ;  9.  Song,  John  Williams. 

April  4th,  1887.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cooke,  i.  In- 
strumental music,  Mr.  William  Janett ;  2.  Vocal  solo,  Miss 
Etta  Shew  ;  3.  Reading,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Rose ;  4.  Piano  solo. 
Miss  Lelia  Hayward  ;  5.  Quartette,  Messrs.  White,  More- 
head,  Croye  and  Popp ;  6.  Recitation,  Miss  May  Louise 
Perry ;  7.  Instrumental  music  (trio).  Misses  Love  and 
McMuUen ;  8.  Vocal  solo,  Mrs.  Etta  Shew ;  9.  Recitation, 
Miss  Rardon  ;  10.  Instrumental  music  (duet),  Misses  Emma 
and  Lelia  Hayward. 

April  i8th,  1887.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Rathbun,  Mrs.  Ken- 
dall and  Mrs.  Fiske.  i.  Piano  solo,  Waltz,  Miss  Julia 
Green  ;  2.  Duet,  banjo  and  guitar,  Messrs.  Reynolds  and 
Rumrill ;  3.  Recitation,  "  An  Order  for  a  Picture,"  Miss 
Hibbard  ;  4.  Song,  "  The  New  Kingdom,"  Miss  Florence 
I^throp ;  5.  Instrumental  music,  Mr.  Ramsdell  and  six 
gentleman  friends  ;  6.  Song,  "  When  the  Heart  is  Young," 
Mrs.  Correnus ;  7.  Guitar  solo,  Miss  Williams ;  8.  Song, 
"  Last  Night,"  Miss  Florence  Lathrop  ;  9.  Recitation, "  The 
Minister's  Housekeeper,"  Miss  Helen  M.  Judd ;  10.  Vocal 
Quartette,  Messrs.  Reynolds,  Klock,  Porley  and  Bidwell. 


REPORT    OF    THE    EMPLOYMENT 
COMMITTEE. 


As  the  Industrial  Department  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial pillars  of  this  Institution,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  give 
you  a  broad  and  encouraging  report ;  it  may  fall  short  of 
that ;  however,  the  work  of  the  Employment  Bureau  is  going 
on  steadily,  if  slowly. 

In  the  average  number  of  situations  found  per  month 
there  has  been  an  increase  since  September,  1886.  Previous 
to  that  time  the  number  was  thirteen,  since,  seventeen. 

The  standard   of  employees  is  tending   upward.      One 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  positions  have  been  filled. 

No  new  work  has  been  fully  established.  The  mending 
business  and  the  preparation  of  lunches  to  be  delivered  at 
stores  and  offices  have  been  successfully  carried  on  in  other 
cities  and  might  be  adopted  here  and  prove  remunerative. 
Seamstresses  and  nurses  are  most  in  demand,  and  we  have 
been  able  to  supply  very  good  ones.  There  are  many 
unworthy  applicants,  notwithstanding  their  references  are 
fair.  The  making  of  suits  for  pupils  in  the  gymnasium  has 
furnished  considerable  work  and  promises  more  in  the  future. 
A  prolonged  illness  has  prevented  the  Chairman,  Mrs. 
William  Brown  from  active  work  in  this  department.  Our 
committee  has  been  small  in  number  but  very  efficient. 
Business  cards  have  been  issued  and  will  be  widely  circu- 
lated. In  conclusion,  the  Employment  Bureau  is  holding 
its  own,  thanks  to  the  committee  and  our  efficient  Superin- 
tendent. Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  M.  E.  H.  CARRELL, 

Chairman^  pro  tern. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DOMESTIC  TRAINING 
COMMITTEE. 


On  taking  possession  of  our  own  home,  it  was  felt  that 
the  time  had  come  for  beginning  "housekeeping."  The 
work  of  the  kitchen-garden  and  cooking- school  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  home  happiness,  and  in  an  association  of 
women  for  mutual  aid  and  enlightenment,  surely  a  depart- 
ment for  house-keeping  is  one  of  the  first  essentials. 
Woman's  truest,  happiest  sphere  is  home,  and  although  a  vast 
number  of  our  sisters  earn  their  daily  bread  in  competition 
with  the  stronger  sex,  in  marts  of  trade,  in  factories  and 
shops,  there  is  not  a  woman  of  them  all  but  loves  the  name 
of  "  home,"  and  would  be  the  happier  for  a  better  know- 
ledge of  how  to  make  a  home  what  it  ought  to  be,  a  haven 
of  comfort  and  rest. 

Through  the  efforts  of  our  President,  we  received  from 
the  old  cooking-school  of  Miss  Parloa,  a  part  of  its  funds — 
$300.00,  to  expend  as  we  should  see  best,  for  the  founding 
and  maintenance  of  a  cooking-school  and  kitchen-garden. 
Of  this  $300.00,  $75.00  was  voted  to  the  use  of  the  kitchen- 
garden,  and  the  remainder  to  the  cooking-school. 

The  cooking-school  has  expended  about  $86.00  on  furni- 
ture, crockery,  supplies  and  teacher's  stipend.  It  has  re- 
ceived tuition  fees  amounting  to  about  $33.00,  leaving  a 
balance  to  its  credit  of  about  $172.00 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  kitchen-garden  by  its 
Superintendent,  Mrs.  Annie  P.  Bull : 
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The  kitchen -garden  was  opened  Nov.  6  at  9.30,  and  has 
met  each  Saturday  since  with  the  exception  of  Dec.  25th, 
and  Jan.  ist.  The  scholars  were  first  reached  through  the 
Charity  Organization  and  through  individuals  who  knew  of 
children  needing  such  instruction.  A  large  class  of  chil- 
dren appeared  on  the  first  Saturday  who  were  found  to  be 
unsuitable  for  this  school ;  great  pains  were  taken  in  visiting 
their  homes,  which  were  found  to  be  extremely  comfortable, 
in  many  cases  a  servant  was  employed  and  the  mothers 
seemed  as  competent  as  any  mothers  to  give  their  children 
proper  domestic  training.  Indeed,  the  mothers  said  that 
their  children  did  not  need  to  attend  such  a  free  school. 

The  kitchen-garden  system,  as  originated  by  Miss  Hunt- 
ington, is  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  little  daughters  of 
the  poor  attractive  instruction  in  house-work,  that  they  may 
make  their  own  homes  happier  and  more  healthful  and  can 
properly  serve  in  the  homes  of  others  when  necessary.  It 
is  evident  that  all  girls  can  profit  by  such  instruction,  but 
with  the  present  limited  accommodations  of  the  Union  for 
such  work,  all  classes  of  pupils  cannot  be  received  ;  by  tak- 
ing well-to-do  children  those  little  girls  would  be  crowded 
out  to  whom  this  instruction  is  a  God-send,  and  who  by  the 
kindly  interest  of  the  teachers  and  the  elevating  influence 
of  the  school  may  be  saved  from  absolute  ruin.  Again,  the 
teachers  give  their  services  and  it  would  seem  hardly  fair 
to  bestow  so  much  labor  upon  those  able  to  help  themselves, 
thereby  robbing  the  ignorant  and  wretched  of  a  knowledge 
of  clean  bodies,  good  food  and  healthful  homes. 

The  average  attendance  at  the  kitchen-garden   has  been 

forty.     The  ages    range    from  seven    to    fourteen.      The 

'♦^chen-garden  lessons  are  alternated  with  lessons  in  sewing. 
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The  teachers  hold  fortnightly  meetings  when  the  work  is 
prepared  and  the  lessons  fully  discussed.  The  children 
have  been  visited  in  their  homes  as  this  has  been  found  a 
great  means  of  understanding  them  and  of  establishing 
cordial  relations  between  scholars  and  teachers. 

On  the  Wednesday  between  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
the  teachers  were  able,  through  the  generosity  of  friends,  to 
give  the  children  a  Christmas  tree. 

On  Feb.  sth,  Mr.  C.  W.  Miller  kindly  gave  the  children 
a  sleigh-ride. 

Many  visitors  have  inspected  the  school,  some  of  whom 
have  contributed  for  the  lunches  which  close  the  school 
each  week.  The  expenses  of  the  school  have  been  defrayed 
by  an  appropriation  of' $75.00  and  by  the  proceeds  of  a 
benefit  given  by  the  Mendelssohn  Club,  March  5th,  which 
netted  $59.75;  a  large  part  of  the  last  sum  is  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer. 

In  visiting  the  children  the  teachers  were  pained  to  see 
many  of  their  little  sisters  playing  in  the  streets  ;  often  the 
kitchen-garden  children  were  kept  from  school  to  take  care 
of  these  younger  ones,  or  the  little  ones  came  with  their 
sisters  to  school,  but  were  too  young  for  the  kitchen-garden 
work. 

As  one  of  the  kitchen-garden  teachers  was  well  prepared 
for  the  kindergarten  work,  it  was  suggested  that  a  class  of 
these  little  ones  be  put  under  her  guidance.  The  result  has 
been  most  gratifying  and  no  one  who  sees  these  little  chil- 
dren happy  under  a  good  influence,  even  though  it  be  as  yet 
for  but  one-half  day  in  the  week,  can  deny  them  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  this  small  beginning  may 
grow  into  a  daily  kindergarten  with  a  salaried  teacher  ;  the 
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Union  could  have  no  better  monument  to  its  practical  phil- 
anthropy. Prevention  is  better  than  any  cure  for  ignorance 
and  vice,  and  women  can  be  helped  in  no  surer  way 
than  by  beginning  at  the  foundation. 

It  is  also  hoped  with  this  little  class  to  give  the  kitchen- 
garden  girls  a  normal  training  as  nursery  maids.  All 
mothers  know  that  this  would  be  a  boon  to  humanity.  It  is 
also  hoped  by  those  interested  to  have  a  practical  laundry 
in  which  some  of  our  inefficient  laundresses  may  be  better 
trained. 

In  fact,  with  sufficient  means  and  competent  teachers, 
there  is  scarcely  an  end  to  the  good  that  can  be  accom- 
plished in  connection  with  kitchen-garden  work.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  teacher  is  most  responsible,  it  requires  great  tact, 
but  when  the  work  is  well  done  it  is  crowned  with  most  glori- 
ous results.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  note  the  improvement 
in  the  children,  to  see  the  faces  light  up  with  the  self-respect 
of  knowing  how  to  do  something  well  and  to  know  that 
in  their  homes  they  try  to  apply  what  they  have  learned. 
Several  of  the  pupils  will  have  situations  as  nursery  maids 
this  summer. 

The  kitchen-garden  is  a  success,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to 
say  that,  in  consequence  of  this  one,  a  similar  school  has 
also  been  started  in  Lockport. 

We  decided  to  have  both  free  and  pay  classes  in  cooking, 
and,  if  possible,  not  to  go  outside  our  own  city  for  teachers. 
The  free  classes  were  held  Saturday  mornings,  from  Nov. 
6th  to  March  19th,  inclusive ;  and  were  taught  by  members 
of  the  Union,  who  volunteered  their  services,  as  follows  : 

Nov.  6th.  Mrs.  Bailey  on  the  management  of  stove,  tea, 
coffee  and  chocolate.  Nov.  13.  Mrs.  Rathbun,  oatmeal, 
mush  and  gingerbread.     Nov.  20.     Mrs.  Benedict,  potatoes 
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in  various  ways  and  codfish.  Nov.  27.  Mrs.  Bailey,  eggs 
in  different  ways.  Dec.  4.  Mrs.  Barr  and  Mrs.  Dougherty, 
meats  —  roast,  boiled  and  stewed.  Dec.  11.  Mrs.  Bartow, 
vegetable  soups.  Dec.  18  Mrs.  Jno.  Spaulding,  bread  and 
rolls.  Jan.  8.  Mrs.  Codd,  plain  pies  and  cookies.  Jan.  22. 
Mrs.  Fiske,  custards  and  puddings. 

On  Jan.  29th  a  second  course  was  begun  similar  to  the 
first,  excepting  that  Mrs.  Codd  gave  the  tgg  lesson,  and 
Mrs.  Isham  the  one  on  pies  and  cake.  The  food  cooked 
was  consumed  by  the  pupils  and  the  kitchen-garden  chil- 
dren. In  some  instances  the  lady  teachers  supplied  all  the 
materials  for  their  lesson  and  the  lunch  which  followed. 

It  was  predicted  by  a  lady  of  some  experience  that  our 
free  classes  would  be  failures,  that  we  would  not  be  able  to 
get  girls  to  come  and  learn.  Her  prediction  was  not  ful- 
filled. Our  first  course  began  with  five  girls,  the  second 
course  ended  with  eighteen,  more  than  our  kitchen  could 
comfortably  hold.  The  teachers  can  testify  how  eagerly 
the  girls  sought  to  learn,  how  faithfully  they  attended  the 
lessons.  More  good  has  been  done  in  these  classes  than 
appears  on  the  surface.  The  daughters  of  the  poor  have 
been  brought  in  contact  with  refined  women  whose  sole 
aim  was  to  do  them  good,  and  the  result  must  be  a  mutual 
benefit.  The  good  which  we  do  to  others  re-acts  as  a  bless- 
ing to  ourselves. 

In  looking  about  for  a  teacher  for  the  pay  classes,  we 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  an  offer  from  Mrs.  John 
Spaulding,  to  teach  free  of  charge  for  one  term,  which  offer 
was  at  once  accepted  with  thanks.  In  Mrs.  Spaulding  we 
found  a  faithful  and  energetic  helper,  and  the  increasing 
number  of  her  pupils  testifies  to  her  popularity  and  efficiency. 
Her  first  term,  beginning  Nov.  6th,  had  four  pupils  only;  the 
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second  term,  beginning  Jan.  15th,  ended  with  twelve  pupils 
in  attendance.  By  request,  a  half-term  of  five  lessons  began 
Mar.  24th,  with  seven  pupils  enrolled.  The  last  lesson  was 
given  April  21st.  Had  I  time  I  should  like  to  give  you 
the  full  bills  of  fare  for  each  week.  The  number  of  sub- 
jects would  surprise  you.  I  will  select  one  or  two  speci- 
men lessons.  Feb.  i6th,  chicken  soup,  boned  chicken, 
chicken  salad,  braised  calves-liver,  muffins,  chocolate  cake, 
snow  pudding,  coffee.  Mar.  10,  salmon  croquettes,  shrimp 
salad,  veal  pot  pie,  white  and  brown  bread,  baking-powder 
biscuit,  rolls,  lemon-pie,  fruit  cake  and  lemon  ice. 

The  price  for  a  course  of  ten  lessons  was  $2.00,  or  25 
cents  for  a  single  lesson.  Each  pupil  was  allowed  to  select 
the  dish  she  wished  to  learn  and  brought  the  principal 
materials  with  her,  taking  the  results  of  her  lesson  home,  as 
evidence  of  her  skill. 

Whatever  greater  works  may  be  done  in  the  future,  we 
can  feel  that  we  have  made  a  good  beginning.  So  far  our 
department  has  been  a  success.  We  did  not  expect  to  pay 
our  expenses  the  first  year,  we  expected  a  much  larger 
deficit  than  we  have.  All  our  outfit  was  to  be  bought,  and 
our  free  classes  involve  outlay  with  no  returns  in  money. 
The  pay  classes  supported  themselves. 

Next  winter  we  hope  to  have  for  our  free  cooking  class 
the  graduates  from  the  kitchen-garden,  and  after  a  thorough 
instruction  in  the  rudiments  of  cookery,  let  us  hope  that 
these  young  girls  may  be  the  vanguard  of  an  army  of 
maidens,  who  will  go  forth  from  this  house  skilled  in  all 
household  lore,  to  aid  in  solving  the  vexed  question  —  old, 
but  ever  new  —  of  domestic  service. 

ALICE  CLINTON, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HYGIENE  AND  PHYSICAL 
CULTURE  COMMITTEE. 


In  the  by-laws  of  our  Constitution  the  section  relating 
to  the  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee  reads  as 
follows :  "  It  shall  provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lec- 
tures, a  gymnasium  and  other  instructions,  true  and  simple 
methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall  be  best  pro- 
moted." 

Although  the  committee  were  able  to  comply  with  the 
other  requirements  relating  to  their  work,  it  was  not  until 
the  purchase  of  the  present  home  of  the  Union  that  suitable 
quarters  were  found  for  fitting  up  a  gymnasium. 

A  set  of  Sargent  apparatus  was  then  purchased  and  Miss 
Alice  B.  Foster  of  Maiden,  Mass.,  a  graduate  of  Dr.  Sar- 
gent's school  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  engaged  as  teacher. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  gymnasium  in  August,  and  on 
October  30th  the  former  barn  of  the  Babcock  House, 
transformed  into  a  sunny,  well  ventilated  and  thoroughly- 
equipped  gymnasium,  was  thrown  open  to  the  public. 

November  3d  saw  it  in  running  order  with  over  seventy 
pupils.  Under  Miss  Foster's  wise  and  efficient  supervision, 
its  popularity  has  gone  on  steadily  increasing,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  names  have  been  enrolled  on  its  list 
of  pupils.  Many  who  entered  the  gymnasium  did  so  for  one 
term,  as  an  experiment,  and  the  best  proof  of  its  success  lies 
in  the  fact  that  most  of  the  pupils  who  entered  for  the  term 
remained  for  the  year.  A  few  second  measurements  have 
been  taken  recently,  not  because  of  any  doubt  of  the 
improvement,  but  to  show  the  actual  amount  in  centimeters 
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and  kilograms.  Among  the  school  children  the  results  are 
specially  gratifying.  One  pupil  of  twelve  years  boasts  a  gain 
of  55  per  cent,  on  strength  of  chest,  another  a  gain  of  40  per 
cent.,  still  others  50,  32,  30  per  cent,  in  strength  of  back. 
The  lung  capacity  of  one  young  lady  has  increased  from  155 
to  200,  while  the  girth  of  chest  has  increased  one  inch. 
With  such  practical  proofs  as  these  of  work  done,  and  such 
better  results  still  in  straighter  shoulders,  stronger  backs,  and 
freer  walk  and  decrease  of  the  various  ills  which  flesh  is  heir 
to,  the  work  which  many  regarded  at  first  as  an  experiment 
has  proved  an  unquestionable  success,  no  small  part  of 
which  is  due  to  the  kindness  of  many  physicians,  whose 
influence  has  won  a  hearing  for  an  institution  which  only 
asked  a  fair  trial  to  demonstrate  its  worth. 

The  gymnasium  will  close  for  the  season  Saturday,  May 
28th.  Much  regret  has  been  expressed  that  it  is  not  to  be 
open  at  least  for  practice  during  the  summer,  but  both 
theory  and  experience  show  that  un watched  work  even  by 
experienced  pupils  is  not  safe.  Constant  overlooking  is  the 
only  way  to  be  sure  of  sa/e  and  lasting  results.  Many  of 
the  pupils  will  purchase  duplicates  of  the  lighter  apparatus 
and  so  keep  up  their  light  practice  during  the  summer.  One 
of  the  most  favorable  signs  of  the  growing  interest  in  physi- 
cal culture  and  better  realization  of  its  importance  is  this 
disposition  to  use  the  same  means  of  health  at  home,  which 
they  have  found  so  beneficial  in  the  gymnasium. 

LECTURES. 

The  lectures  arranged  by  this  committee  for  the  past 
winter  were  designed  specially  to  treat  of  that  portion  of 
sanitary  science  which  discovers  the  dangers  to  health  and 
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teaches  how  to  avoid  them.  It  would  be  impossible  in  the 
brief  limits  of  a  report  to  give  more  than  an  outline  of  these 
lectures  which  were  of  so  much  practical  value  to  those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  hear  them. 

A  course  of  dve  lectures  on  Hygiene  was  given  as  follows  : 

November  8th,  "  Hygiene  of  the  Digestive  Organs,"  Dr. 
Chas.  G.  Stockton  ;  November  15th,  "  Hygiene  of  the  Mus- 
cular System,"  Dr.  Jas.  W.  Putnam  ;  November  2  2d, 
"  Hygiene  of  the  Home,"  Dr.  A.  R.  Wright  ;  November 
29th,  "  Hygiene  of  the  Nervous  System,"  Dr.  F.  S.  Crego  ; 
December  6th,  "  Hygiene  of  the  Skin,"  Dr.  M.  B.  Folwell. 
Receipts  from  these  lectures,  $73.45. 

A  course  of  ten  lectures  on  Comparative  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  were  given,  beginning  January  loth  with  "  Man's 
Place  in  the  Animal  Kingdom,"  Prof.  Julius  Pohlman  ;  Jan- 
uary 17th,  "  Blood  and  its  Circulation,"  Dr.  E.  P.  Hussey  ; 
January  24th,  "Air  and  Lungs,"  Prof.  Julius  Pohlman; 
January  31st,  "The  Food  We  Eat  and  What  Becomes  of  it," 
Dr.  John  Parmenter  ;  February  7th,  "  The  Regulating  and 
Purifying  Organs  of  the  Body,"  Prof.  Julius  Pohlman  ;  Feb- 
ruary 2ist,  "Laws  of  Heredity,"  Prof.  Julius  Pohlman; 
February  23th,  "  Digestion  and  Circulation,"  Dr.  George  E. 
Fell ;  March  7th,  "  Brain  and  its  Functions,"  March  14th, 
"Our  Senses,"  March  21st,  "Mind  and  its  Fallacies,"  by 
Prof.  Julius  Pohlman.     Receipts  from  this  course,  $58.80. 

In  April  Dr.  Mary  B.  Moody,  of  Fair  Haven,  Conn.,  gave 
four  lectures  :  April  4th,  "  Infancy,"  April  8th,  "  Youth," 
April  nth,  "Twenty  to  Forty,"  April  15th,  "  Afterwards." 
Receipts  from  these  lectures,  $11.70. 

In  addition  to  these  a  number  of  free  lectures,  which 
have  always  been  a  successful  feature  in  this  department 
of  the  Union's  work,  were  given  as  follows  : 
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December  20th,  "  Care  and  Preservation  of  the  Teeth," 
Dr.  N.  A.  Birdsall ;  January  6th,  13th,  20th,  27th,  February 
3d,  loth, "  Individual  Hygiene — Mental,  Moral  and  Physical," 
Dr.  Sarah  Morris  ;  February  14th,  "  Means  of  Avoiding 
Illness  in  Every-day  Life,"  Dr.  William  C.  Bailey  of  Albion, 
N.  Y. ;  February  1 7th,  24th,  "  Relative  Value  and  Prepara- 
tion of  Food,"  Dr.  Kate  S.  Black  ;  March  28th,  "  Phenom- 
ena of  Sleep,"  Dr.  George  W.  Cutter  ;  April  7th,  "  Science 
in  the  Household,"  Dr.  Harriet  E.  Sheldon. 

The  lectures  in  all  these  courses  were  very  entertaining 
and  instructive,  well  attended  and  thoroughly  enjoyed.  They 
were  amply  illustrated,  according  to  the  subject,  with  the 
manikin,  skeleton,  charts,  lantern  slides,  mounted  specimens, 
etc.  The  sincere  thanks  of  the  committee  are  most  heartily 
extended  to  the  speakers  who  have  so  willingly  given  their 
time  and  labor  toward  forwarding  this  branch  of  the  Union's 
work. 

The  public  work  of  the  committee  closed  Saturday,  April 
23d,  with  an  open  class  day  in  the  gymnasium.  Much 
enthusiasm  was  manifested  by  the  spectators,  and  the  result 
was  several  additions  to  our  list  of  pupils  and  many  pledges 
for  another  year.  The  receipts  of  this  committee  for  the 
year  ending  May  ist  from  the  gymnasium,  lectures  and 
other  sources  was  $1,167.50  ;  expenses,  $918.82  ;  amount  in 
treasury  May  ist,  $248.68.  This  does  not  include  the  dona- 
tions secured  by  them,  reported  by  the  Treasurer. 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  are  being  considered  of 
more  and  greater  value  as  the  necessity  of  a  perfect  physique 
in  successful  men  and  women  becomes  more  apparent.  We 
are  learning  something  new  every  day  about  the  causes  of 
ill  health.     With  the  introduction  of  the  law  compelling  the 
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sion in  the  daily  papers  concerning  the  experiments  and 
discoveries  of  chemists  and  physiologists  and  the  work  done 
by  the  various  Boards  of  Health,  we  are  learning  that  it  is 
mockery  to  attribute  to  Providence  all  our  ailments.  The 
Sandwich  Islands  proverb,  "  If  strong  be  the  frame  of  the 
mother,  her  sons  will  make  laws  for  the  people,  "suggests 
truths  that  will  hold  good  in  many  other  places  besides  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  Let  every  intelligent  woman  in  the  land 
bear  in  mind  that  a  vigorous,  healthy  body  is  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  which  can  be  had  in  this  world,  that  the 
means  of  getting  it  are  within  the  reach  of  all  not  already 
broken  by  disease,  that  it  is  never  too  late  to  begin  and  that 
one  hour  a  day  properly  spent  is  all  that  is  needed  to  secure 
it.  Let  us  hope  that  the  age  predicted  by  an  eminent 
London  physician  is  near  at  hand  "  when  people  will  be 
ashamed  to  be  ill,  so  thoroughly  will  they  be  acquainted  with 
the  laws  governing  health,  and  the  direct  result  of  their 
disobedience. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  WADE, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  PHILANTHROPIC  COMMITTEE. 


Much  of  the  work  done  by  the  Philanthropic  Committee 
cannot  be  reported,  for  many  of  those  who  apply  to  us  and 
who  most  need  help  would  refuse  to  receive  it  if  their  wants 
were  to  be  made  known  to  the  public. 

Fifty  cases  representing  over  one  hundred  persons  were 
visited  and  investigated,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  (where 
the  parties  have  been  found  unworthy)  all  have  received 
help. 

Several  hundred  garments  and  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
visions were  distributed. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  railroad  authorities  eight 
persons  were  helped  to  leave  the  city. 

Some  cases  referred  to  us  were  turned  over  to  the  Police 
Department.  The  committee  assisted  in  relieving  the 
sufferers  from  the  Richmond  Hotel  fire,  using  for  this  pur- 
pose a  fund  of  one  hundred  dollars  received  from  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  and  fifty-four  dollars  contributed  by  members 
and  friends  of  the  Union. 

A  class  of  six  young  girls  has  been  instructed  in  sewing 
by  this  committee,  and  in  cooking  by  those  having  domestic 
training  in  charge. 

The  sick  have  been  visited,  flowers  and  delicacies  given, 
and  that  which  is  quite  as  important,  womanly  sympathy  and 
advice  wherever  needed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  GEORGE  A.  MERCHANT, 

Cliairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE. 


Years  are  but  miles  upon  the  road  of  Time,  with  here 
and  there  some  special  day  which,  like  the  mile-stones  by 
the  roadside,  bids  the  eager  traveler  to  pause  and  backward 
turn  his  gaze  to  view  the  path  already  trod.  And,  as  he 
rests  awhile,  he  counts  the  dusty  plain,  the  rugged  height, 
the  flowery  fields  and  cooling  streams  by  which  his  path  has 
led.  So  we  on  this  our  special  day,  like  travelers,  pause  to 
tell  the  story  of  the  year. 

The  first  work  entered  upon  by-  this  committee  during 
the  past  year  was  the  organizing  of  a  "Summer  School  of 
Reading  and  Elocution,"  conducted  by  Prof.  J.  B.  Roberts 
of  Philadelphia,  a  teacher  of  well-known  excellence  and 
ability.  The  course  opened  with  a  free  introductory  lecture 
on  June  14th.  The  classes  began  on  June  17th,  and  con- 
tinued till  the  end  of  July.  The  rates  of  tuition  were  $5.00 
for  twelve  lessons  for  members  of  the  Union,  and  $4.00  for 
children.  Twenty-four  persons  availed  themselves  of  this 
excellent  opportunity  for  instruction.  On  July  7th  an 
entertainment  was  given  for  which  a  small  admission  was 
charged.  Prof.  Roberts  recited  scenes  from  "  Macbeth," 
followed  by  two  short  selections,  "Asleep  at  the  Switch," 
and  "  The  Battle  of  Gettysburg."  The  course  of  lessons  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  those  attending  them  and  was  an 
entire  success  financially. 

The  regular  classes  opened  during  the  first  week  in 
November  and  continued  till  the  first  of  May,  1887,  at  the 
prices  arranged  for  last  year  and,  with  some  few  exceptions, 


40 

under  the  same  faithful  teachers,  Miss  Amelia  R.  Lee  having 
charge  of  stenography,  Miss  Stoneman  of  book-keeping  and 
penmanship,  Miss  Rouse  of  Arithmetic,  Miss  Adeline  E. 
Knapp  of  type-writing.  Miss  Linda  Dowd  of  reading,  Miss 
Helen  Horton  of  drawing,  Miss  Marietta  Cooke  of  water- 
colors,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Ulrich  of  German,  Mrs.  Mary  Miller  of 
dress-making,  and  Prof.  Edouard  Baillot  of  French. 

An  unexpected  interest  was  shown  in  French,  the  one 
class  of  former  years  having  increased  to  four  with  a  total 
attendance  of  60.  An  additional  class  was  also  formed  in 
German.  The  drawing  classes  were  also  increased  and 
included  an  evening  class.  Children  of  members  of  the 
Union  have  been  admitted  to  the  drawing  and  also  to  the 
water-color  classes.  The  exhibition  of  their  work  on  the 
walls  of  our  studio  will  show  better  than  words  of  mine  what 
has  been  accomplished  in  these  two  classes. 

In  stenography  the  work  has  been  characterized  by 
prompt  attendance  as  well  as  diligence.  Of  those  desiring 
employment,  four  are  well  qualified  to  be  of  real  assistance 
in  office  work.  One  has  been  engaged  and  another  has  a 
place  in  "  prospect."  It  is  gratifying  also  to  learn  that 
pupils  of  former  years  give  satisfaction  in  the  places  they 
have  secured.  Of  the  eleven  members  of  the  book-keeping 
class,  four  are  well  qualified  to  take  positions. 

In  dressmaking,  the  Moody  system  has  been  retained, 
Mr.  James  T.  Price  kindly  furnishing  systems  at  reduced 
rates.  Twenty-one  pupils  have  been  taught  during  the 
winter.  In  the  free  classes  the  attendance  has  been  regular 
though  not  large.  The  total  number  who  have  received 
instruction  in  these  different  classes  is  276. 

A  course  of  lectures  on    the    "  Political  History  of  the 


4« 

United  States,"  which  began  November  12th,  continued  till 
February  i8th  in  the  following  order:  The  '* Colonial 
Period/'  by  Mr.  I.  O.  Crissy  ;  "  Articles  of  Confederation," 
Mr.  Seward  A.  Simons;  **The  Constitution,"  Miss  Mary 
A.  Ripley  ;  "Men  of  the  Revolution,"  Mr.  Charles  A.  Pooley  ; 
*'  Territorial  Acquisitions,"  Mrs.  Wm.  K.  Allen  ;  "  The  Anti- 
Slavery  Period,"  Mrs.  J.  B.  Parke  ;  "  Our  Foreign  Rela 
tions,"  Mr.  S.  E.  Nichols  ;  "  The  Financial  History  of  the 
United  States,"  Mr.  Frank  F.  Williams  ;  "  Political  History 
during  the  Rebellion,"  Mr.  Le  Roy  Parker  ;  "  Politics  since 
the  Rebellion,"  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Marcy.  Mr.  Simons  being 
unavoidably  absent  at  the  time  his  paper  was  presented,  it 
was  read  by  Mr.  Walter  S.  Jenkins. 

At  the  Coterie  held  November  5th,  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull 
read  a  paper  on  "  The  Kitchen  Garden  and  its  Relation  to 
Practical  Education."  The  Coteries  for  December,  January 
and  February  were  arranged  in  connection  with  the  course 
of  lectures  then  in  progress.  At  the  one  held  December 
loth,  Miss  Mary  Lovejoy  read  a  paper  on  "  Women  of  the 
Revolution"  ;  on  January  7th,  "  Women  of  Anti-Slavery 
Times"  was  given  by  Miss  Ida  C.  Bender,  and  on  February 
4th,  Miss  Grace  B.  Hatch  gave  a  paper  on  "  Women  of  the 
Rebellion."  No  Coterie  was  held  in  March,  but  on  April 
ist  Mrs.  Corolyn  Faville  Ober  read  a  paper  on  "  What 
Women  Talk  About."  These  papers  and  lectures  have  been 
carefully  prepared  and  cordially  given,  and  the  grateful 
acknowledgments  of  the  committee  are  due  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  have  contributed  so  much  for  our  entertain- 
ment and  instruction. 

The  lecture  on  "  Unrecognized  Heroism,"  given  February 
loth  by  Mrs.  Anna  Garlin  Spencer  of  Troy,  will  not  be  soon 
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forgotten  by  those  who  heard  it.  Mrs.  Spencer's  short  visit 
to  the  Union  was  like  a  blessing  which  has  been  felt  in 
many  ways. 

The  great  event  of  the  year's  work,  however,  the  one 
which  stands  out  more  prominently  than  any  other,  is  the 
course  of  twelve  lectures  on  Etching  and  Engraving  by 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Adsit  of  Milwaukee,  which  began  March  3d  and 
closed  April  12th.  Wood  engraving,  line  engraving,  mezzo- 
tints and  chiaro-oscuro,  etchingand  photography  were  each,  in 
turn,  presented  with  a  clearness  and  simplicity  which 
instructed,  entertained  and  delighted  her  audiences.  Mrs, 
Adsit's  perfect  familiarity  with  her  subject,  her  thorough 
knowledge  with  even  its  technicalities,  and  her  devotion  to 
her  work,  could  not  fail  to  create  an  enthusiasm  in  her 
hearers  almost  equal  to  her  own.  To  illustrate  her  lectures 
and  assist  her  in  giving  instruction  she  brought  with  her  a 
collection  of  etchings  and  engravings  valued  at  $75,000. 
These  were  on  exhibition  three  days  each  week  and  the 
continued  study  of  them  under  the  guidance  of  so  intelligent 
a  teacher  was  in  itself  an  education.  Two  evening  exhi- 
bitions were  also  given,  when  the  walls  of  the  lecture  room 
and  parlors  were  hung  with  the  choicest  and  rarest  pictures 
of  the  collection.  From  a  small  plate  etched  before  the 
audience  at  the  lecture  on  "  Practical  Illustration  of  Etching," 
Mr.  Sangster  kindly  printed  63  impressions,  which  were  sold 
as  souvenirs.  At  the  close  of  the  course  Mrs.  Adsit  kindly 
gave  a  benefit  lecture,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  be 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  an  etching  for  the  Union.  This 
lecture,  which  was  given  April  14th,  was  well  attended  and 
most  enjoyable.  The  subject  presented  was  "  Mezzo- 
Etching  and  Engraving."     Another  dainty  plate  was  etched, 
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to  which  the  three  artists  in  the  audience  each  added  a 
few  touches  and  from  this  plate  60  impressions  have  been 
taken  which  are  to  be  sold  for  the  picture  fund.  This 
lecture  closed  a  course  which  will  be  long  remembered  in 
the  Union.  Striving  as  we  do  for  the  best  in  all  things,  we 
feel  an  added  pride  in  having  been  able  to  give  so  rare  an 
opportunity  for  education  in  this  direction. 

The  picture  *•  Autumn  Leaves,"  etched  by  Chauvel,  was 
the  one  selected  for  the  Union  ;  it  has  been  framed  for  us 
by  Mr.  Oscar  Benson.  To  this  we  now  have  the  good 
fortune  to  add  three  of  Mr.  Sangster's  finest  etchings,  for 
which  generous  gifts  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Henry  S.  Bliss. 
These  have  been  kindly  framed  by  Hoddick  &  Co.,  D.  D. 
Benson  &  Son,  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutton,  and  now  hang  on 
our  walls,  lasting  reminders  of  our  art  course. 

The  receipts  of  this  committee  for  the  year  are  double 
those  of  the  year  preceding.  At  the  same  time  the  expenses 
have  increased  in  the  same  proportion,  and  were  this  a  mere 
money-making  institution  no  gain  would  be  shown.  But  in 
looking  over  what  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year, 
and  counting  the  benefits  received  and  given,  and  the  influ- 
ence for  good  which  has  been  extended,  we  feel  justified  in 
claiming  that  our  profits  have  also  doubled,  and  we  may 
well  be  satisfied  with  the  results.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year  we  had  in  the  treasury  $62.44.  ^e  have  received 
from  classes  and  lectures  $971.44,  making  a  total  amount  of 
$1,033.88.  The  amount  disbursed  for  the  payment  of 
teachers  and  lecturers  has  been  $1,019.45,  leaving  a  balance 

of  $14.43- 

No  department  of  our  Union  has  more  enjoyed  the  com- 
forts of  our  new  home  than  has  the  Educational.  The  home- 
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like  feeling  which  we  have  in  our  pleasant  parlors  and  quiet 
class-rooms  is  altogether  delightful,  and  while  from  the  very 
day  we  entered  our  new  quarters  we  have  felt  the  need  of 
more  room  for  our  extended  work,  still  by  friendly  manage- 
ment and  kindly  courtesy  on  the  part  of  others,  we  have 
been  able  to  carry  out  all  our  plans  successfully. 

And  now,  having  rested  awhile  by  the  way,  we  are  ready 
with  fresh  courage  to  take  up  our  staff  and  renew  our  jour- 
ney, confident  that  the  path  which  opens  before  us  leads  to 
a  grand  and  noble  future. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE  STONEMAN  WILLIAMS, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF    THE  PROTECTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


I  THINK  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  this  must  have  been 
a  busy  year  for  the  ten  active  members  of  the  Protective 
Committee,  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  have  recorded  one  hun- 
dred and  forty- four  new  cases  since  May  4th,  1886.  Speci- 
fied amounts  were  claimed  in  one  hundred  and  eleven  of 
these  cases,  aggregating  $1,006.71.  The  majority  of  these 
claims  were  given  us  by  women  in  domestic  service,  the 
remainder  were  seamstresses,  or  girls  employed  in  tailoring 
establishments,  and  women  who  work  by  the  day  as  laun- 
dresses or  cleaning  offices,  etc.  We  had  only  two  complaints 
from  girls  employed  in  shops  or  stores.  This  fact  speaks 
well  for  the  careful  supervision  of  the  large  establishments 
in  our  city,  where  many  women  are  employed.     Of  these 
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one  hundred  and  eleven  cases,  eighteen  were  dismissed 
after  thorough  investigation,  because  we  found  the  plaintiffs 
to  be  unreliable,  bringing  us  false  statements.  These 
eighteen  claims  that  were  dropped  reached  the  sum  of 
$181.30.  In  seventeen  other  cases  the  plaintiffs  had  over- 
estimated the  amount  due  them,  but  were  willing  to  accept 
the  amount  justly  theirs,  after  a  patient  explanation,  receiv- 
ing $84.70  instead  of  the  $164.40  that  they  first  claimed. 
In  nine  cases,  with  claims  reaching  $108.67,  ^he  defendants 
have  promised  to  pay,  in  some  instances  setting  a  definite 
date.  Seven  defendants  cannot  be  found,  so  we  cannot 
ascertain  why  the  $50.73  claimed  from  them  was  not  paid, 
and  eleven  defendants  are  utterly  worthless,  morally  and 
financially,  therefore  the  claims  against  them  of  $123.28  must 
be  placed  in  the  same  category.  Seven  new  cases  claiming 
$77.00,  received  within  a  few  days,  are  undergoing  investi- 
gation. This  committee  has  collected  and  paid  over  to 
claimants,  from  May  4th,  1886,  to  May,  1887,  $471.03,  in- 
cluding $3.00  paid  on  an  old  case.  This  sounds  very  small. 
I  do  not  doubt,  $471.03  with  $98.67  positively  promised,  is 
very  much  less  than  the  specified  claims  of  $1,006.71,  but 
those  members  of  the  committee  who  reasoned  with  the 
poor  women  who  claimed  $79.70  more  than  was  due  them, 
and  followed  through  devious  paths  the  eighteen  false  claims 
which  reached  $181.30,  and  searched  in  vain  the  by-ways 
and  alleys  for  those  defaulting  ones,  that  carried  away  with 
them  that  very  much-needed  $50.73,  and  vexed  the  righteous 
souls  of  our  kind  counselors,  by  demanding  again  and 
again  why  $123.28  could  not  be  collected  from  people  who 
proved  conclusively  that  they  could  not  pay  anything.  We 
know  that  good  and  thorough  work  is  represented  by  that 
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sum,  an  earnest  endeavor  to  lighten  some  at  least  of  the 
burdens  that  fall  on  our  working  sisters.  In  two  criminal 
cases  brought  us  we  succeeded  in  obtaining  $40.00  for  one 
and  $60.00  for  the  second  plaintiff. 

An  infant  girl  placed  in  our  care  was  put  in  one  of  our 
orphan  aslyums  for  adoption,  and  in  order  to  give  us  know- 
ledge of  all  possible  ills  that  poor  womanhood  "  is  heir  to," 
three  unhappy  wives  besought  our  aid  in  family  troubles. 
Twice  we  have  successfully  assisted  in  recovering  furniture 
illegally  withheld  and  in  two  complaints  where  the  mistress 
was  keeping  clothing  belonging  to  a  servant  who  wished  to 
serve  elsewhere — obtained  by  asking.  Our  "  little  candle 
has  thrown  its  beams  a  long  way  in  this  naughty  world,"  for 
a  poor  frightened  wife  in  a  village  thirty  miles  distant  im- 
plored our  help  to  rescue  her  from  an  insane  husband,  and 
our  advice  was  solicited  by  a  resident  of  Cayuga  County,  who 
was  very  much  perplexed  as  to  whether  the  railway  or  a 
local  steamer  company  had  the  best  right  to  her  own  land 
inherited  from  her  father.  Are  you  tired  of  this  enumera- 
tion of  the  many  and  diverse  ways  in  which  our  protective 
mind  is  broadened,  as  we  meet  on  the  platform  of  interest 
and  sympathy  these  puzzled,  troubled,  unhappy  women  or 
these  others,  self-helping,  industrious  ones,  who  will  not 
weakly  yield  their  just  claims  on  a  grasping,  avaricious 
master  or  mistress,  or  will  you  listen  with  interest  while  I 
give  you  a  glimpse  of  some  other  wrongs  that  come  to  us  ? 
We  have  brought  influence  to  bear  alike  on  an  agent  to 
allow  a  well-meaning  but  too-talkative  tenant  to  remain  in  a 
tenement  house,  and  on  a  New  York  life  insurance  com- 
pany who  had  threatened  to  allow  the  policy  of  a  poor,  hard- 
working cook,  to  lapse   on  account  of    a   few   days  delay  in 
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sending  the  premium.  The  delay  being  caused  by  a  fail- 
ure of  the  company  to  notify  the  woman  of  the  removal  of 
the  local  office. 

A  Union  missive  from  our  lawyer,  Mr.  Simons,  proved 
highly  persuasive,  bringing  the  needed  document  by  the 
next  mail.  Another  of  these  awe-inspiring  letters,  induced 
the  head  of  one  of  our  intelligence  offices  to  perform  her 
duty,  which  she  had  forgotten  after  receiving  her  fee. 
Verily,  if  there  is  any  situation  in  life,  requiring  protection, 
in  which  we  are  not  called  upon  to  advise,  it  is  something 
impossible  to  happen  in  our  city.  Before  turning  to  other 
branches  of  our  work,  let  me  say  that  the  expenses  of  the 
Protective  Committee  this  past  year,  including  sending  Mr. 
Rosenau  to  Albany,  and  Mr.  Wardwell  to  Niagara  Falls, 
amounted  to  $24.00  ;  also,  that  the  pension  case  of  Mrs 
Linderman  now  in  the  charge  of  General  Graves  is  progress- 
ing satisfactorily  ;  also,  that  the  ladies  wish  to  express  sin- 
cere thanks  to  our  counsellors,  the  Hon.  J.  O.  Putnam,  Mr. 
Porter  Norton,  Mr.  Seward  Simons,  who  have  been  our  kind 
advisers  since  the  Union  first  started  its  work ;  also,  to 
those  who  joined  as  our  work  grew  greater,  Mr.  N.  Rosenau 
Mr.  F.  F.  Williams,  General  J.  C.  Graves,  Judge  Stern,  and 
Mr.  G.  T.  Wardwell.  I  must  not  linger  to  say  all  I  could 
truthfully,  of  the  great  kindness  of  these  counsellors,  who 
are  so  often  called  upon  to  give  valuable  time  and  services, 
but  must  tell  you  of  the  most  important  work  accomplished 
this  year  by  this  committee.  I  will  read  the  report  submitted 
by  Mrs.  Benjamin  H.  Williams,  chairman  of  the  sub-commit- 
tee appointed  to  make  an  effort  to  obtain  a  Police  Matron 
for  Station  No.  i,  where  every  woman  arrested  for  any  cause 
in  the  citv  is  taken  : 
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Report  ok  the  Committee  on  Police  Matron. 

The  noble,  hopeful  words  of  Mrs.  Anna  Garlin  Spencer, 
in  her  paper  on  "  Motherhood  Outside  the  Home,"  read 
Feb.  1 2th,  were  an  inspiration  to  a  new  effort  to  secure  the 
appointment  of  a  Police  Matron  at  Station  No.  i.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  it  was  resolved  that  a  petition  for  such 
an  appointment,  signed  by  the  women  of  Buffalo,  should  be 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  A  hear- 
ing was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Police  for  Feb.  24th, 
giving  us  but  a  week  in  which  to  circulate  the  petition,  but 
during  this  week  three  hundred  and  thirty  names  were 
secured.  Time  alone  limited  the  number.  The  meeting 
was  held  before  the  full  board,  Mayor  Becker  presiding,  and 
the  different  philanthropic  societies  interested  were  repre- 
sented. The  Union  by  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Benj. 
N.  Williams,  Mrs.  R.  Montgomery  ;  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  by 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Otis;  the  W.  C.  A.,  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Spencer,  Mrs. 
D.  F.  Crandall;  the  Home  for  the  Friendless  by  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Forbush  and  Mrs.  O.  H.  Draper,  and  the  Ingleside  Home 
by  Mrs.  Geo.  Stearns  and  Mrs.  W.  Booth. 

As  it  had  been  decided  that  we  should  plead  our  own 
cause,  Mrs.  Williams  presented  the  petition,  repeating  what 
measures  had  been  taken  in  the  past  to  secure  the  appoint- 
ment and  with  what  results,  and  asking  for  this,  our  new 
appeal,  the  patient  hearing  and  the  careful  consideration 
which  the  subject  demanded.  Mrs.  Otis  followed  with  an 
account  of  her  recent  visit  to  the  police  stations  of  Chicago 
where  matrons  are  employed  and  the  benefical  results  of  the 
system  in  that  city.  Mrs.  Townsend  urged  the  appointment 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  women. 
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The  kindly  interest  and  attention  shown  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Board  led  us  to  hope  that  after  three  years  labor  in  a 
good  cause  our  efforts  would  be  rewarded.  Nor  was  this 
hope  a  false  one.  On  March  3d,  the  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee was  notified  that  a  matron  would  be  appointed,  and 
she  was  requested  to  select  three  applicants  for  the  position 
from  which  number  a  choice  would  be  made.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  request  the  three  applicants  were  presented, 
and  Mrs.  Margaret  Meldrum  was  appointed  and  entered 
upon  her  duties  Monday,  May  2d. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams,  Chairman, 

If  we  could  detail  to  you,  cases  that  have  come  before  us 
every  year  since  our  protective  work  began,  you  would  rec- 
ognize the  great  necessity  for  having  a  woman  in  charge  to 
take  care  of  the  unfortunate  women  brought  in.  Perhaps  I 
can  mention  the  case  of  a  beautiful  girl  taken  oif  the  streets 
by  a  policeman.  Some  one  in  authority,  touched  by  the  sim- 
ple, child-like  beauty  of  this  girl,  not  seventeen  years  old, 
sent  at  once  for  the  president  of  the  Union,  who,  respond- 
ing quickly,  was  enabled  to  gain  her  confidence.  The  old, 
sad  story  was  told,  of  attempted  wrong  by  one  whose  plan 
was  to  take  this  child  to  an  eastern  city  but  not  as  a  wife. 
The  girl  told  all,  giving  letters  detailing  plan,  and  giving 
directions  explicit.  The  man  was  traced  through  his  em- 
ployers. It  is  safe  to  prophesy  that  he  will  not  molest  this 
girl  again,  and  we  hope  the  exposure  hanging  over  him  will 
protect  innocence  elsewhere.  This  girl  with  her  earnest 
desire  to  break  away  from  bad  associates,  and  with  consent 
of  the  mother,  has  been  placed  in  a  good  country  home. 
To  this  class  of  girls  whose   hard-working   mothers  are  too 
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busy,  thinking  more  of  the  daily  wants,  and  the  growing 
sum  in  the  bank  than  of  the  harm  that  may  come  to  the 
unguarded  souls  of  the  young  daughters,  to  these  "little 
ones  "  we  have  a  duty.  We  are  our  sisters'  keeper  and  right 
here  we  can  find  the  application  of  Octavia  Hill's  third 
rule — "  It  is  most  helpful  of  all  to  strengthen  the  will  by 
sympathy  and  counsel."  To  us  is  committed  God's  work 
of  strengthening  and  improving  the  character,  making  strong 
to  resist  evil  these  little  maids  that  wait  upon  us  in  our 
homes,  are  in  our  classes  or  are  thrown  under  our  influence 
in  any  way.  If  we  women  did  our  manifest  duty  in  this 
way,  do  you  suppose  that  there  would  be  so  many  girls  led 
astray,  and  then  sent  to  these  reformatories  ?  In  February 
this  committee  appointed  Mrs.  Townsend  special  commit- 
tee on  this  subject  of  girls'  reformatories.  Needless  to  say, 
that  all  that  could  be  done  was  thoroughly  and  well  carried 
out.  Numberless  letters  were  written  and  many  interviews 
were  had  with  our  legislators.  March  8th  Mr.  N.  Rosenau 
was  sent  to  Albany,  to  address  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  against  the  proposed  bill  to  be  presented  asking  for 
$130,000.00  to  rebuild  the  Girls'  Reform  School  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Western  House  of  Refuge  in  Rochester.  Phi- 
lanthropists all  over  the  State  deeply  opposed  this  project. 
I  would  recommend  all  interested  in  this  subject  of  child- 
saving — and  who  is  not  ? — to  read  the  very  valuable  pamphlet 
just  published  by  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Letchworth,  entitled  "Girls* 
Reformatories."  He  strongly  advocates  the  cottage  plan, 
and  by  full  and  complete  statistics  proves  the  true  economy 
of  the  project.  Mr.  Letchworth  also  urges  that  women  be 
placed  upon  the  Board  of  Management.  On  March  8th 
Mr.  Rosenau  presented  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved^  That  this  Hoard,  representing  a  membership  of  nearly  800 
women,  hereby  respectfully  and  earnestly  petition  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  to  oppose  the  rebuilding  of  the  Ciirls'  Industrial 
School  in  Rochester  on  the  same  site  and  under  the  same  management 
as  the  boys',  believing  that  in  the  interest  of  child-saving,  separate  insti- 
tutions should  be  established  and  maintained. 

This  was  followed  by  letters  from  Mayor  Becker,  C.  W. 
Fuller,  Supt.  of  the  Poor,  Charles  Beckwith,  Chief  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  Hammond,  Justice  King,  and 
Messrs.  S.  S.  Jewett,  P.  P.  Pratt  and  the  Hon.  J.  O.  Putnam, 
indorsing  the  separation  of  the  Girls'  Reformatory  from  the 
Boys*  Reform  School.  Mr.  Rosenau  went  again  to  Albany 
May  3d,  to  represent  the  Union,  but  we  all  know  and  grieve 
over  the  failure  of  this  organized  effort  to  benefit  the  chil- 
dren of  the  State.  The  New  York  State  Board  of  Charities, 
the  State  Charities  Aid  Association  of  New  York,  the  Daven- 
port Home  at  Bath,  the  Humane  Society  and  Industrial  School 
at  Rochester,  the  Ingleside  Home,  and  the  Women's  Union 
of  Buffalo,  did  all  in  their  power,  aided  by  a  protest  signed 
by  the  best  people  in  Rochester  against  the  Maurer  bill  and 
represented  in  Albany  by  Mr.  Oscar  Craig,  but  all  was  as 
nothing.  Some  unacknowledged  influence  caused  the 
Maurer  bill  to  be  passed  by  both  Assembly  and  Senate,  and 
Rochester  leads  in  taking  a  step  backwards  when  it  had  a 
chance  to  advance.  Thank  God  !  there  is  a  hope  for  the 
dependent  girls  in  twelve  of  the  States,  for  that  number, 
profiting  by  experience  gained  on  every  side,  have  estab- 
lished girls'  reformatories.  There  are  thirty-three  separate 
reform  schools  in  all.  Perhaps  the  next  generation  of 
Western  New  York  will  restore  her  prestige  to  the  Empire 
State,  which  she  has  certainly  lost  through  the  passage  of 
this  bill  against  the  earnest  protest  of  the   State  Board  of 
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Charities,  which  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  sepa- 
rate girls'  reformatory  as  long  ago  as  1872.  Fifteen  years  of 
objection  to  the  plans  that  have  at  last,  in  1887,  been  carried 
through  our  Legislature.  In  June,  1874,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Western  House  of  Refuge  submitted  plans  and 
drawings  for  a  girls'  department  in  that  institution,  which 
was  discussed  and  disapproved  because  it  was  thought  best 
to  separate  the  two  schools,  but  in  1887  our  Legislature  voted 
$120,000.00  to  carry  out  a  plan  now  universally  condemned. 
The  opinion  of  a  board  charged  with  the  duty  of  exam- 
ining our  charitable  and  reformatory  institutions,  and  report- 
ing upon  them  with  suggestions  to  the  Legislature,  it  would 
seem  should  have  more  weight,  especially  when,  as  in  this 
case,  its  opinion  had  been  asked  for  by  a  special  resolution 
of  the  Assembly,  Whoever  carried  this  bill  through  can- 
not be  very  proud  of  his  work  and  we  are  glad  that  we  can- 
not claim  him  as  a  fellow-citizen. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

LILY   LORD   TIFFT, 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


The  growth  of  such  a  library  as  the  Women's  Educa- 
tional and  Industrial  Union  should  be  possessed  of,  has 
been  very  slow,  and  your  committee  has  not  felt  at  liberty 
to  make  any  demands  in  its  behalf  on  friends  whose  gen- 
erous co-operation  was  more  needed  in  the  more  active  good 
works  of  the  Union.  Now  that  these  are  placed  upon  so 
sure  a  footing  we  hope  that  the  library  will  be  remembered, 
and  that  we  shall  soon  see  our  shelves  lined  with  such  books 
as  the  management  would  like  to  place  before  the  patrons  of 
our  reading-room. 

We  have  now  375  bound  and  313  unbound  volumes. 
The  best  of  the  current  magazines  are  given  either  by  direct 
subscription  for  the  Union  or  for  second  reading.  The 
daily  papers  of  the  city  are  all  kindly  furnished  free  of 
charge,  and  are  all  on  file  in  our  reading-room.  The 
IVomans  Journal  is  sent  us  by  the  publishers.  To  many 
generous  friends  your  committee  is  indebted  for  valuable  gifts. 
To  Miss  Emma  Burtis  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  for  one  copy  of 
"Adam  Bede  ;"  Mrs  Warren  C.  Bryant  for  12  years  back 
numbers  of  Littell's  "  Living  Age  ;'*  to  Mr.  F.  C.  Schottin 
for  handsomely  binding  18  volumes  of  the  same ;  to  Mrs. 
B.  H.  Williams  for  four  years  of  Littell's  "  Living  Age." 
When  we  took  possession  of  our  new  home  we  received  the 
very  generous  gift  of  fifty-five  V9lumes  for  our  library  from 
Messrs.  Vosburgh  and  Whiting.  Mr.  Chas.  McCready  has 
given  us  "  Scribner's  Magazine"  and  "  Good  Housekeeping," 
has   kindly  allowed  us   rebates   of  subscriptions,   and   has 
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induced  many  of  his  patrons  to  send  us  valuable  foreign  and 
other  papers  for  second  reading.  Messrs.  Thomas  and 
Lasher  gave  McMillan's  Magazine ;  Miss  Belle  McGowan, 
a  water-color  sketch,  handsomely  framed,  donated  to  her  for 
the  Union  by  Mr.  Josephs,  a  finely  bound  copy  of  Burns  poems, 
also  Mrs.  Heman's  poems,  two  volumes  of  Dickens,  a  bound 
volume  of  miscellaneous  stories.  A  friend  donated  a  set  of 
Waverly  novels,  one  of  Justin  McCarthy's,  and  one  of  Miss 
Woolson's  novels,  and  a  year's  subscription  for  the  Century 
Magazine.  Miss  Matilda  Karnes  gave  a  year's  subscription 
for  Harper  s  Weekly^  Harper  s  Bazar,  and  the  Youth's  Com- 
panion, and  on  these  three  subscriptions  Mr.  McCready 
kindly  allowed  a  rebate  of  $1.25.  Miss  Lucina  Ball  gave  a 
three  month's  subscription  to  Harper's  Weekly  and  the 
Brooklyn  Magazine.  Mr.  Frank  Ransom  has  sent  us  The 
Nation  for  second  reading.  To  Mr.  Tracy  C.  Becker 
we  are  indebted  for  a  large  number  of  Atlantic  Month- 
lies  and  Harper's  Magazines,  also  for  some  valuable  refer- 
ence books.  To  Miss  Anna  T.  Felton  for  thirteen  vol- 
umes of  novels.  To  Mrs.  Agnes  Ethel  Tracy  for  twenty- 
three  volumes  and  a  handsome  book  of  engravings.  Dr. 
William  C.  Bailey  of  Albion,  N.  Y.,  presented  "  House 
Plants  as  Sanitary  Agents."  Mr.  William  P.  Letchworth 
sends  us  a  year's  subscription  to  Lend  a  Hand,  a  magazine 
devoted  to  practical  philanthropy.  An  unknown  friend  has 
sent  us  a  handsome  mahogany  book-case  and  a  large  sofa. 
We  have  had  cash  donations  of  twenty  dollars  to  buy  fur- 
nishings for  the  library.  M,rs.  W.  S.  Scott  of  High  street, 
sent  us  many  back  numbers  of  the  Graphic.  Mrs.  Henry 
Rumrill  and  Mrs.  Conrad  Diehl  sent  us  valuable  magazines 
for  second  reading. 
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Since  the  first  of  the  year  our  library  and  reading-room 
has  been  open  on  Sundays  between  the  hours  of  2  and  6 
p.  M.,  and  this  privilege  has  been  much  enjoyed  and  was  not 
restricted  to  members  of  the  Union  alone. 

The  use  of  the  smaller  room  adjoining  the  library  has 
been  kindly  given  us  by  the  directors,  and  your  committee  are 
now  at  work  fitting  it  up  as  a  quiet  and  pleasant  retiring 
room  where  those  who  desire  may  read  or  write  in  greater 
seclusion  than  was  possible  when  only  the  larger  room  was 
devoted  to  library  purposes. 

The  management  are  happy  in  providing  these  pleasant 
and  cozy  rooms,  and  desire  to  foster  here  a  taste  for  the  best 
literature,  so  we  beg  leave  to  remind  the  friends  of  the  Union 
who  love  and  enjoy  books,  of  how  much  good  they  may  do 
by  sharing  their  pleasure  and  some  of  their  treasures  with 
the  patrons  of  our  library.  Our  satisfaction  will  be  complete 
when  those  who  visit  our  rooms  can  look  about  them  and  say, 

"  Around  me  I  behold, 
Where'er  those  eyes  are  cast. 
The  mighty  minds  of  old." 

ELEANOR  L.  MOONEY, 

Chairman, 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


Life  Members. 

Mrs.  R.  V.  Pierce $50.00. 

Sustaining  Memrer<v  $10.00  per  Year. 


Miss  Nora  Pettibone, 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Dawes. 

**  E.  H.  Dutton, 

*'  Geo.  L.  Williams, 

*•  Frank  Perew, 

♦•  F.  H.  Root. 

"  W.  H.  H.  Newman, 

"  Gibson  T.  Williams, 

•'  J.  F.  Chard, 

"  Dr.  Longnecker, 

*•  Nathaniel  Brown, 

**  T.  G.  Avery. 

"  E.  L.  Hedstrora, 

*'  Julius  Altman. 

*•  M.  A.  Ransom, 

**  Lorenzo  Dimick, 

•*  C.  A.  Sweet, 

"  S.  V.  R.  Watson, 

"  Geo.  W.  Townsend, 

*•  E.  Dickinson, 

"  Wm.  B.  Flint, 

"  P.  P.  Pratt, 

*'  James  M.  Smith, 

'*  A.  S.  Bemis, 

"  Geo.  Howard  Lewis, 

"  L.  T.  Budd. 

"  Norris  Morey, 

'•  J.  G.  Munro, 

"  Chas.  H.  Williams, 

"  J.  S.  Eckley. 

"  E.  A.  Glenny, 

"  A.  R.  Ransom, 


Mrs.  Sherman  S.  Rogers, 

••  John  Lyth, 

"  A.  L.  Bliss. 

••  G.  B.  Terry, 

'*  C.  H.  Goodyear, 

*'  Chester  Moore, 

"  James  Mooney, 

"  J.  W.  Tillinghast, 

••  J.  C.  Forbush, 

"  C.  W.  Evans, 

"  Henry  Box, 

' '  Thomas  Chester, 

• '  Ansley  Wilcox, 

••  R.  V.  Pierce, 

"  Emanuel  Levi, 

"  John  Craw^ford, 

••  C.  C.  F.  Gay, 

"  C.  W.  Allen, 

"  Wm.  B.  Sirret, 

*'  Chas.  Daniels, 

"  D.  Rosenau, 

••  CM.  Phelps, 

"  Lily  Lord  TiflFt. 

"  M.  Spiegel, 

"  R.  R.  Preston, 

"  A.  C.  Hersee, 

**  James  Crate, 

*'  Geo.  Walbridge  Miller, 

"  Henry  C.  Jewett, 

"  Isaac  Altman, 

"  Oliver  Bugbee, 

*'  Jacob  Stern. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent 'and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  "The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  ol  ^ffalo.** 

II.  The  puticabur  tmsrness  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employments  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women. 

III.    There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are  : 
Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bidwell,  Elizabeth  Blocher, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattie  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Fassett,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Letchworth, 

Selina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jeanie  Watson  Norton, 

LuciNDA  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pettibone,  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lilly  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  Townsend, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecila  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 
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In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Kuflfalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS, 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN  , 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMlRILL. 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,    \ 

County  of  Erik,  )" 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agnes  A. 
Fassett,  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 

NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Eric  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS, 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION 

Adoftbd  Mat  4, 1886. 


ARTICLE  l^—Title. 


This  association  shall  be  called  "The  Women's  Educational  and 
Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE   ll,^Object, 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to 
promote  the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational, 
industrial  and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  III.— Officers. 

Sec.  I  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vested  in 
a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

Sec.  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes 
effect  shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected. 
At  each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen, 
who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from 
the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election,  and  until  their 
successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices. 

Sec.  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members 
by  ballot,  a  President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, a  Recording  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the 
officers  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following 
their  election  and  until  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected 
and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices  ;  their  duties  shall  be  perscribed 
in  the  By-laws. 
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Sec.  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President 
shall  appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing 
committees :  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Do- 
mestic Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy, 
Educational,  Protection,  and  Library.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  the  nominations  of  all  committees,  except  that  of 
the  chairman,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

ARTICLE   Vr,—Mfmbership. 

Any  woman  can  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to 
the  Constitution  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one 
dollar,  and  which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for 
one  year  from  the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become 
such  member  ;  and  may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of 
fifty  dollars.  The  annual  payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the 
person  so  paying  a  sustaining  member. 

ARTICLE  v.— /fVffl/   Year. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May. 

ARTICLE  S\.— Annual  Meeting, 

Sec.  I.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  occur  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

Sec.  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  stand- 
ing committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year, 
and  the  recently  elected  oflicers  shall  be  installed. 

Sec.  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at 
each  annual  meeting  :  i.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting.  2. 
Reports  of  officers.  3.  Reports  of  committees.  4.  Resolutions, 
motions  and  notices.  5.  Unfinished  business,  6.  Report  of  inspectors 
of  elections.     7.     Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  \U,— Annual  EUction. 

Sec.  I.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May.     All  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

Sec.  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  and  no 
member  in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE   ^IW—Vacandes,      . 

Any  vacancies  occurring  in  the  officers  or  Board  of  Directors  shall 
be  filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such 
vacancy  shall  occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the 
term  of  the  person  whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  W.— Departments  of  Work. 

Sec.  I  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the 
direction  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  2  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall 
be  in  charge  of  the  various  standing  committees.  New  departments 
may  be  organized  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  deem  such  action  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union 

Sec.  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and 
remain  entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X. — Associate  Societies. 

Sec.  I.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits 
of  each  may  be  known. 

Sec.  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems, 
shall  be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  XL— Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the 
Union  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal 
notice  of  the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  Junk  Ist,  1886. 
—  -•  •  ♦  - — 

ARTICLE  I.— Meetings, 

Section  i.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of 
such  Board,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at 
any  time  by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a 
special  meeting  shall  be  stated  in  the  call,  and  no  other  business  than 
that  specified  shall  be  transacted. 

Sec.  2.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each 
month  by  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  each  committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

ARTICLE  II.— Di*ties  of  Officers. 

Sec.  I. — President.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
preside  at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
Hoard  of  Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direc- 
tion of  the  several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have 
power  to  -appoint,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special 
committees  for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the 
province  of  the  standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all 
vacancies  which  shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have 
the  usual  powers  of  a  presiding  officer. 

Sec.  2. — Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

Sec.  3. — Treasurer.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
receive  all  moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  accord- 
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ing  to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books 
of  account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting 
of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the 
Finance  Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign 
such  orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board 
of  Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  4. — Secretaries.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all 
meetingrs  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give 
notice  of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings 
and  preserve  all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall 
enroll  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a 
report  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of 
the  Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all 
letters  written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual 
meeting  of  the  Union. 

ARTICLE  III.— Siamiing  Committees. 

Sec.  I.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union,  provide 
methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assessments. 
It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit  the  annual 
report  ot  the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2. — CoMMi'iTEE  on  Social  Affairs.  It  shall  have  charge  of 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
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It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union  and  extend  to  all  its  hospitality. 

Sec.  3.-— Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment.  It  shall 
be  its  duty  to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best 
assist  all  women  in  their  chosen  avocations.  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau 
of  Registration,  which  shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and 
furnish  information  to  those  seeking  it. 

Sec.  4. — Committee  on  Domestic  Training.  It  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to  exalt 
household  labor. 

Sec.  5. — Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture.  It  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other 
instructions,  true  and  simple  methods  by  w^hich  the  laws  of  health  shall 
be  best  promoted.  It  shall  have  and  enforce  the  rules  governing  the 
use  of  the  g)'mnasium. 

Sec.  6.— Committee  upon  Philanthropy.  It  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  the  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  any  work  vrhich  may 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of  its  purpose. 

Sec.  7. — Committee  on  Education.  It  shall  seek  to  disseminate 
true  ideas  affecting  the  higher  question  of  human  interest,  provide 
courses  of  lectures,  conversations  and  classes,  and  make  such  other 
provisions  as  shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women.  ^ 

Sec.  8. — Committee  on  Protection.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public 
attention,  and  shall  assist  in  all  measures  which  may  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

Sec.  9. — Commutes  on  Library.  It  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government; 

Sec.  10.  The  chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at 
all  the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
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held  under  its  auspices.     In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve,  she  shall 
appoint  a  substitute. 

Sec.  II.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority 
and  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Board  Directors,  which  may  ap- 
prove or  reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  as  the  Hoard  of  Directors  shall  approve. 

Sec.  12.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the 
Board  of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  such  measures. 

ARTICLE  IW. —Order  of  Business, 

The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each  regular 
meeting : 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

8.  Unfinished  business. 

9.  New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  V,— Real  Estate, 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the 
Union  shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the 
Chairmen  of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  shall  be  charged 
with  the  care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be 
incurred  by  this  Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
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ARTICLE  VI.— Annual  EUction. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  from  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four  nom- 
inations of  directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual  election. 
Each  member  of  the  Union  shall  vote  for  twelve  directors,  and  the 
twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors  of 
election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  VU.— Amendments. 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  i,  1888. 


Members  and  Friends  of  the  Women's  Educational 
AND  Industrial  Union  : 

No  thought  of  any  philosopher  could  be  more  suggestive 
for  an  address  on  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Women's 
Educational  and  Industrial  Union,  than  that  of  Emerson 
when,  in  his  essay  entitled  "Woman,"  he  asks  the  question, 
'*What  is  civilization?"  and  answers,  "The  power  of  good 
women."  In  a  finished  paper  on  the  topic,  "  Woman's  Place 
in  Civilization,"  recently  read  before  our  Union  Coterie,  it 
was  shown  that  woman  has  had  no  inferior  part  in  the  pro- 
gressive improvement  of  society,  but  all  acknowledge  that 
only  during  the  last  century  has  she  begun  to  realize  her 
own  power  and  been  able,  through  the  medium  of  co-opera- 
tion, to  make  it  yield  its  best  results.  The  value  of  woman's 
aid  in  all  movements  for  philanthropy  and  reform  is  now  a 
fact  recognized  by  every  liberal  and  thoughtful  mind.  Less 
than  fifty  years  ago  a  force  lay  dormant  in  the  hearts  of  the 
women  of  our  land  which  only  needed  the  magic  touch  of 
organization  to  make  it  a  mighty  lever  to  help  to  undermine 
the  foundations  of  misery  and  sin.  We  no  longer  listen  to 
the  selfish  moralist  who  cries,  "  Let  woman  stay  at  home,  her 
only  safe  haven  ;  if  she  steps  outside  its  sacred  precincts  she 
loses  all  womanly  sweetness  and  dignity."  The  gospel  of  com- 
mon sense  has  been  proclaimed  that  this  world  is  only  one 
great  home,  the  human  race  one  universal  brotherhood,  that 
no  one  can  live  to  himself  alone  and  only  as  we  help  to  bear 
our  share  of  the  common  burden  shall  we  reap  the  reward. 
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It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  trace  the  successive  steps  by 
which  woman  has  attained  her  present  honored  position- 
We  all  know  of  the  countless  obstacles  which  have  been 
overcome  in  the  struggle  against  narrowess  and  prejudice  ; 
for  our  present  purpose  we  are  glad  to  assert  that  the  higher 
education  of  women  is  an  established  fact,  and  that  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Unions,  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tions and  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Unions 
everywhere  bear  witness  that  women  are  fully  awakened  to 
the  truth  that  only  by  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder,  each 
for  all  and  all  for  each,  can  they  be  able  to  do  battle  against 
sin  and  wrong. 

Four  years  ago  the  very  name  of  "  Women's  Educational 
and  Industrial  Union  "  was  almost  unknown  in  our  city  ; 
few  had  ever  heard  of  the  aims  and  objects  of  such  an 
association.  To-day  we  gather  in  this  pleasant  home  to 
hear  the  reports  of  a  year  of  systematic  effort  in  behalf  of 
the  protection  and  elevation  of  women.  We  represent  an 
association  of  enthusiastic  workers,  with  a  membership  list 
of  nearly  nine  hundred,  seeking  the  best  methods  for  im- 
proving the  moral,  physical  and  intellectual  condition  of 
our  sex.  Many  difficult  problems  confront  the  reformer 
and  philanthropist  of  the  present  day.  There  should  be 
better  laws  for  the  government  of  our  educational  interests  ; 
more  approved  methods  should  be  adopted  for  the  care  of 
the  criminal  and  the  insane  ;  everywhere  are  wrongs  to  be 
righted,  not  because  they  affect  any  special  class,  but  be- 
cause a  wrong  is  a  wrong  and  its  influence  cannot  be  re- 
stricted. There  is  need  for  more  preventive  work  in 
every  line  of  humane  endeavor.  In  my  opinion,  women 
need  not  wait  until  some  vexed  question  of  political  rights, 
concerning  which  there  are  such  w^idely  divergent  views, 
shall  be  settled;  let  them  join  hands  with  good  men   and 


work  together  in  ever>'  way  possible  for  the  welfare  of 
humanity,  and  justice  will  be  accorded  them.  There  can  be 
no  divided  interest — what  tends  to  elevate  or  degrade  one  sex 
will  elevate  or  degrade  the  other.  In  the  State  of  New 
York  are  four  Educational  and  Industrial  Unions,  organized 
on  a  liberal,  non-sectarian  basis.  To  such  fellowship  all 
women,  of  whatsoever  race,  creed,  or  position,  are  cordially 
invited.  May  not  civilization  be  advanced  by  the  concerted 
action  of  so  many  good  women  ? 

Of  the  special  work  of  the  various  departments  of  our 
Union  I  shall  not  speak,  but  of  what  is  required  to  extend 
and  continue  its  beneficent  labors  too  much  cannot  be  said. 
Xo  association  can  be  thoroughly  successful  unless  it  is  built 
upon  a  firm  financial  foundation.  A  mortgage  of  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  still  rests  upon  this  property,  and 
the  payment  of  interest  on  this  debt  is  a  heavy  burden.  It 
is  the  hope  of  our  Directors  to  remove  this  incumbrance 
during  the  coming  summer.  We  must  increase  our  mem- 
bership ;  in  a  city  of  250,000  inhabitants  there  should  be  at 
least  two  thousand  women  glad  to  pay  one  dollar  each  to 
such  a  cause.  The  list  of  sustaining  members  at  ten  dol 
lars  a  year  might  be  increased  to  one  hundred.  Rooms  in 
the  third  story  could  be  made  available  to  rent  as  studios, 
giving  the  use  of  the  second  floor  for  classes  and  committee 
meetings.  An  appropriate  kitchen  and  laundry  for  the 
Domestic  Training  Department  might  be  fitted  up  in  the 
basement.  A  Protective  Fund  should  be  established  to 
enable  the  committee  to  receive  and  investigate  all  worthy 
cases.  The  work  of  this  department  in  the  Boston  Union 
is  so  well  appreciated  that  it  has  already  received  special 
bequests.  The  Gymnasium  should  have  a  larger  support. 
More  of  our  physicians  should  join  hands  with  the  Union 
in  making  the  department  of  physical  culture  a  saving  power 
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in  our  midst.  Books  of  reference  and  standard  works  are 
required  for  the  Library;  its  privileges  should  be  more  fully 
appreciated.  Classes  and  Union  Coterie  meetings  should 
attract  a  larger  attendance. 

Those  who  employ  women  ought  to  remember  that  the 
Employment  Bureau  is  always  open  and  that  worthy  and 
needy  applicants  are  registered  on  our  books. 

The  Befriending  Committee  desires  to  give  sympathy  and 
advice  to  all  members  who  require  a  helping  hand.  The 
social  features  of  our  work  are  important.  It  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  enumerate  the  needs  of  such  an  institution ;  only 
those  who  daily  toil  for  its  interests  can  realize  in  how  many 
ways  it  can  and  does  reach  out  to  help  women.  We  ask  of 
all  who  are  convinced  of  the  claim  of  the  Women's  Union 
to  the  support  of  practical  generosity  to  remember  that 
every  dollar  contributed  will  help  to  increase  the  scope  of 
its  mission.  In  a  story  written  for  children  I  read  of  a 
motto  inscribed  over  the  fire-place  of  an  old  German  man- 
sion, "  Dwell  as  if  about  to  depart."  That  thought  might 
tend  to  make  us  more  tender  and  loving  to  those  nearest  to 
us,  but  how  much  better  to  take  as  our  Union  motto,  "  Dwell 
as  if  this  life  were  worth  the  living,"  constantly  striving  to 
make  it  so  for  all  with  whom  we  come  in  contact.  No 
human  life  is  without  its  influence  to  bless  or  to  harm. 

Grateful  for  success  attained,  when  the  days  of  discour- 
agement shall  come,  as  they  surely  will  in  the  experience  of 
all  who  try  to  serve  humanity,  let  us  not  forget  that 

**  Thrice  blest  is  he  to  whom  is  given 
The  instinct  that  can  tell 
That  God  is  in  the  field  when  He 
Is  most  invisible." 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 

President, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


During  the  year  ending  May  i,  1888,  there  have  been 
eleven  regular  and  three  special  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  with  an  average  attendance  of  seventeen.  Of  the 
twelve  directors  whose  term  expired  May  i,  1887,  Mesdames 
Williams,  Tifft,  Norton,  Austin,  Fiske,  Altman  and  Codd, 
and  Miss  Pettibone,  were  re-elected,  and  in  addition  four 
new  members,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon,  Mrs.  Emmet  Austin, 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun  and  Mrs.  Eilie  J.  Shepard,  were 
elected.    The  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  year : 

President,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend  ;  ist  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams ;  2d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Dutton  ;  3d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  P.  V.  Carroll ;  Recording 
Secretary,  Mrs.  EUie  J.  Shepard  ;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill. 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,  who  had  served  efficiently  as  Re- 
cording Secretary  since  the  organization  of  the  Union,  was 
obliged  to  decline  a  re-election   on  account  of  ill  health. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  resignations  of  four 
Directors — Dr.  Mary  B.  Moody,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Putnam,  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Fassett  and  Miss  Anna  Letchworth — have  been  re- 
ceived. These  have  been  succeeded  respectively  by  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Bull,  Mrs.  Geo.  Bleistein,  Mrs,  S.  P.  Bliss  and  Miss  Abby 
Grosvenor. 

The  roll  of  membership  shows  878  names.  The  number 
of  visitors  recorded  is  only  239  ;  but  this  small  number  does 
not  half  represent  the  many  who  have  visited  us  and  ex- 
pressed admiration  of  our  pleasant  surroundings  and  surprise 
at  the  vast  amount  of  work  carried  on  within  these  walls. 
The  duties  of  the  Superintendent  have  continued   to   be 
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faithfully  performed  by  Miss  Ada  L.  Hudson.  A  growing 
use  of  the  rooms  as  a  place  of  resort  for  rest  and  reading  at 
noon  and  other  hours  is  gratifying. 

The  most  important  events  of  the  year  were  the  action  of 
the  Union  in  securing  the  appointment  by  Gov.  Hill  of  two 
women  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Insane 
Asylum — one  of  them  an  honored  officer  of  this  institution 
— and  the  agitation  in  favor  of  a  reform  in  the  method  of 
appointing  teachers  in  our  public  schools.  The  former  will 
be  dealt  with  more  fully  in  the  report  presented  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Protective  Committee. 

In  the  matter  of  school  reform  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Directors  was  held  and  petitions  were  circulated  to  which 
nearly  three  thousand  signatures  were  obtained.  As  an 
ultimate  result  of  these  endeavors,  we  may  claim  the  hopeful 
prospect  of  the  enactment  of  the  Laughlin  bill,  which  passed 
the  Senate  to-day,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Gov.  Hill. 

That  the  Union  has  prospered  to  a  degree  beyond  the 
expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends  is  made  evident 
by  the  constantly  increasing  membership  and  the  growing 
work  performed  by  the  various  committees,  as  shown  by  the 
reports  to  be  read  this  evening. 

We  desire  to  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  Messrs.  Brady 
and  Drullard  and  H.  I).  Farwell,  who  have  kindly  loaned 
chairs  for  the  entertainments  during  the  winter,  and  to  the 
local  press  for  courtesies  generously  extended  to  the  Union 
throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Women's    Educational    and    Industrial    Union, 

In  Account  With 
Jennie  RumRILL,  Treasurer,  ELIZABETH  Wade,  A  sit  Tnas. 

General  Fund. — Expenditures, 

May  I,  1888. 

To    Printing,  Advertising,  Postage,  Stationer>',  etc.  |i  356.98 

Coal 42.50 

Superintendent's  Salary 353-50 

Janitor's  Salary 520.00 

Gas  Company 113.29 

Insurance 25.00 

Water I9-  50 

Local  Taxes 1 7.06 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee 1,119. 38 

£d\icational  Committee 491 .60 

Protective  Committee 82.97 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee 9.25 

Employment  Committee 13.03 

Social  Affairs  Committee 36.54 

Furniture 9.00 

Domestic  Training '57-39 

Paid  into  Mortgage  Fund 377. 50 

Interest  on  $1,000  paid  on  Mortgage  from  Jan- 
uary 10,  1888,  to  May  I,  1888 15.27 

$3,759-76 

Cash  on  hand  May  i,  i883 401 .  13 

$4,160.89 
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May  I.  1888.  Receipts. 

By    Cash  on  hand $615.41 

Annual  Memberships $823.00 

Sustaininsf  Memberships 550.00 

Cash  Donations 35  -oo 

Interest q.68 

Rent  of  Rooms 518.00 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee 1,087.53 

Educational  Committee 465.07 

Protective  Committee 1.85 

Philanthropic  Committee 9.26 

Employment  Committee 30.25 

Social  Affairs  Committee 2.00 

Domestic  Training: 13.84 

$3,545.48 


$4,160.89 


Mortgage  Fund. — Expenditures. 
May  I,  1888. 

To    Cash  payment  on  Mortgage $1,000.00 

One  year's  Interest  on  Mortgage 331. 12 

$1,331.12 

By    Cash  on  hand  May  I,  1888 i.i2 

$1.332-24 

Receipts. 

May  I,  1888. 

By    Cash  on  hand $  58. 56 

Cash  Donations 893. 50 

Cash  from  General  Fund 262. 50 

Loan  from  General  Fund 115.00 

Interest 2.68 

$1.332.24 

Permanent  Fund. 

May  I,  1887.     Cash  on  hand $50.00 

May  I,  1888.     Cash  on  hand $50.00 

Examined  and  approved  : 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND,  \    .     ..^ 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY,  )^  Auditors, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


In  presenting  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee  there  seems  little  that  is  new  to  record.  But  as 
we  look  around  us  at  the  steady  increase  of  comforts  in  our 
home,  and  without  at  the  ever-growing  scope  of  the  work 
which  this  institution  is  carrying  on,  we  know  that  the  Union 
is  indebted  to  many  generous  hearts  and  ready  hands  for 
its  prosperity.  The  modesty  of  the  donors  causes  their 
names  to  be  withheld  from  public  print,  but  all  are  carefully 
inscribed  in  the  "Donation  Book,"  which  will  always  be 
preserved  as  an  important  chapter  of  the  Union's  history. 

One  thousand  dollars  was  paid  on  the  mortgage  April 
last,  reducing  it  to  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  This 
sum  should  be  paid  within  the  coming  year.  Perseverance 
in  this  matter  is  all  that  is  required.  In  the  words  of  a  col- 
ored preacher,  "  Perseverance,  beloved  brethren,  is  to  cotch 
hold,  hang  on,  hold  fast,  and  never  let  go."  By  fully  adopt- 
ing the  plan  of  our  President  and  carrying  our  mortgage 
books  always  with  us,  they  will  soon  be  filled  with  signa- 
tures, and  then  will  be  fully  demonstrated  the  power  of  the 
Union  in  reversing  the  old  adage,  making  it,  **  Money  is  the 
root  of  all  good  " — not  evil. 

We  thank  all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  .Union  at  heart. 
If  friends  and  members  will  but  join  us  still  closer  in  the 
noble  work,  they  will  not  fail  to  realize  that  by  aiding  others 
to  climb  higher  on  the  ladder  of  life,  we  always  help  our- 
selves. 

The  list  of  sustaining  members  will  be  published  else- 
where.    All  contributors  who  desire  to  see  that  their  gifts 
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are  properly  recorded  will  find  the  "  Donation  Book  "  at  the 
Superintendent's  desk.  Subscriptions  for  the  mortgage  are 
always  gratefully  received. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIET   C.   CRISSY, 

Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 


Again  in  the  history  of  the  Women's  Educational  and 
Industrial  Union,  we  are  gathered  to  give  to  the  public  an 
account  of  our  year's  work.  Repetition  seems  almost  un- 
avoidable, as  the  work  of  the  Social  Affairs  Committee 
varies  but  little,  and  is  of  such  a  character  that  it  speaks  for 
itself,  leaving  but  little  to  report.  With  hearts  filled  with 
hopeful  anticipations,  we  are  looking  toward  the  future, 
when,  with  a  hall  added  to  our  home,  we  can  increase  our 
portion  of  the  work.  But  not  waiting  for  that,  I  believe  it 
is  the  intention  of  our  President  to  broaden  the  work  of  this 
committee  for  the  coming  winter. 

There  is  seemingly  a  necessity  for  it.  We  have  been 
unable  to  give  the  attention  to  the  Committee  on  Reception, 
which  last  year,  as  a  sub-committee  of  Social  Affairs,  not 
only  gave  great  aid  to  the  Superintendent,  but  was  a  benefit 
to  all  interested  in  the  Union  work.  During  the  past  winter 
visitors  have  missed  those  who  ser\'ed  so  faithfully  and  well 
a  year  ago.  But  the  work  was  too  much  for  us  to  carry  on 
with  the  entertainments,  and  a  special  Committee  on  Recep- 
tion, as  well  as  for  entertamments,  seems  a  necessity. 
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The  Annual  Reception  was  held  October  7th,  when  the 
Officers  and  Directors  were  "  at  home,"  not  only  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Union,  but  the  general  public  as  well.  Our 
friends  filled  the  building,  and  were  warmly  welcomed  ; 
simple  refreshments  were  served,  and  our  Annual  Reception 
was  a  most  charming  and  informal  afifair. 

Our  chief  guest  on  this  occasion  was  Mrs.  Abby  Morton 
Diaz,  President  of  the  Boston  Union,  and  an  address  by 
her  was  the  feature  of  the  evening.  There  is  a  magnetism 
about  Mrs.  Diaz  which  held  her  audience  almost  spell- 
bound, and  many  of  us  will  not  soon  forget  the  words  of 
encouragement  she  gave.  She  started  many  threads  for  us 
to  wind  as  we  grow  stronger — work  enough  to  last  years  ; 
and  we  expect  to  follow  her  teachings,  for,  with  our  ener- 
getic President,  retrogression  is  impossible.  And  we  must 
press  onward  in  all  of  our  undertakings,  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  enlarge  the  noble  mission  on  which  we  have 
started. 

An  informal  reception  was  given  Miss  Mary  Eastman, 
after  her  lecture  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  January,  which 
was  greatly  enjoyed. 

These  receptions,  many  think,  should  be  given  monthly, 
as  they  are  the  only  means  offered  to  make  us  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other. 

We  have  not  yet,  in  our  own  home,  adopted  the  plan  we 
tried  while  in  the  Fitch  Institute  Building,  of  meeting  in- 
formally on  the  Monday  evenings  alternating  with  the  free 
entertainments,  but  shall  be  glad  to  welcome  all  women  and 
young  girls,  commencing  in  the  early  autumn. 

We  have,  in  addition  to  the  attractive  Library,  a  variety 
of  games,  and  shall  have  a  piano.  Even  if  books,  music 
and  games  failed  to  attract,  we  might  devise  some  plan  by 
which  we  could  aid  and  entertain  all  who  would  meet. 
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We  began  our  free  literary  and  musical  entertainments 
November  7th,  and  they  were  given  fortnightly  during  the 
winter,  the  last  of  this  series  being  given  on  the  sixteenth  of 
April.  All  of  these  were  so  largely  attended  that  we  felt 
•encouraged  to  have  a  paid  entertainment,  and  it  was  decided 
to  give  a  concert  on  the  evening  of  April  24th.  Our  efforts 
were  crowned  with  success,  as  our  musical  friends,  who 
never  refuse,  gave  their  time  and  talents.  And  how  indebted 
we  are  to  them,  those  who  enjoyed  the  concert  can  fully 
-appreciate. 

The  object  of  this  concert  was  to  start  a  piano  fund. 
Having  been  obliged  to  rent  a  piano  for  the  past  season,  we 
felt  that  the  Union  ought  to  own  a  first-class  instrument. 
Messrs.  Denton  &  Cottier  generously  loaned  a  Steinway 
Grand  for  the  occasion,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Miller  gave  the  use 
of  carriages  for  our  musicians.  Our  thanks  are  also  due 
Messrs.  Johnson  &  Wilkins  for  the  use  of  chairs.  These 
loans  quite  reduced  our  expenses,  thereby  enabling  us  to 
clear  $45.00,  which  sum  we  hope  may  be  increased  by  con- 
tributions in  order  that  we  can  purchase  a  piano  in  the 
autumn. 

Twelve  free  entertainments  in  all  were  given,  the  pro- 
grammes of  which  will  printed  in  the  Annual  Report. 

The  thanks  of  the  Union  and  the  public  are  due  to  all 
those  who  have  so  generously  given  their  services ;  in  the 
pleasure  they  have  given  to  others,  driving  away  for  the 
time  being  the  many  cares  and  perplexities  of  every-day 
life,  they  have  received  their  reward. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE. 

Chairman, 
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List  of  Entertainments. 

November  7,  1887.  Arranged  by  Mrs  Keene.  i.  In- 
strumental music,  "  Rubenstein's  Melody,"  Mr.  Everetts 
Sweet.     2.  Recitation,  "Country  Sleighing,"  Miss  Tolmie. 

3.  Instrumental  music  (duet),  Mrs.  Ward  and  Miss  Wing. 

4.  Vocal  selection,  Mrs.  Nuno.  5.  Recitation,  "  Screen 
Scene  from  School  for  Scandal,"  Mr.  Josephs.  6.  Violin 
with  piano  accompaniment,  Mr.  and  Miss  Marcus.  7.  Reci- 
tation, "Annette,"  Miss  Tolmie.  8.  Instrumental  music, 
Mrs.  Ward.  9.  Recitation,  "  Courtship  of  Mr.  Bumble  and 
Mrs.  Carney,"  Mr.  Josephs. 

November  21.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Walker. 
I.  Instrumental  duet,  "Gallop,"  Mrs.  Millard  Burns  and 
Mrs.  Stephen  Walker.  2.  Song,  "  The  Owl,"  Mr.  Edward 
Walker.  3.  Sohg,  "Good-by,"  Miss  Turner.  4.  Song, 
"Shadow,"  mss  Wadsworth."  5.  Reading,  "Lady  Went- 
worth,"  Mi^  Larke.  6.  Song,  "  Italian  Serenade,"  Mrs. 
Smith.  7>'Song,  "  Where  is  Heaven,"  Mr.  Millard  Burns. 
8.  Instrumental  duet,  "  March,"  Mrs.  Burns  and  Mrs. 
Stephen  Walker.  9.  Song,  "When  the  Heart  is  Young," 
Mrs.  William  N.  McCredie.  10.  Song,  "Three  Fishers," 
Mr.  Edward  Walker.  11.  Quartette,  "O  Hush  Thee,  my 
Baby,"  Mrs.  McCredie,  Miss  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Blackman 
and  Mr.  Walker. 

December  5.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  William  Hawkins,  i. 
Instrumental  music,  Miss  Addie  Drullard.  2.  Recitation, 
Georgie  Percival.  3.  Instrumental  music.  Miss  Bessie 
Hammond.  4.  Recitation,  Georgie  Percival.  5.  Song,  Miss 
Lizzie  Bush.  6.  Recitation,  Miss  Nellie  Baker.  7.  Instru- 
mental music,  Miss  Lena  Bety.     8.  Song,  Miss  Lee. 

December  19.  Arranged  by  Miss  Helen  S.  Judd.  i. 
Quartette  (Medley),  Mr.  Bert  Armstrong,  Mr.  Ed.  Newell, 
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Mr.  Hiram  Watson  and  Mr.  Chauncey  Williams.  2.  Reci- 
tation, "Farmer  Stebbins  on  Roller  Skates,"  Mr.  Charles 
Hausauer.  3.  Vocal  Solo,  selected,  Mr.  Thomas.  4. 
Quartette,  "  Silent  Mead."  5.  Instrumental  music.  Miss 
Nellie  Smith.  6.  Recitation,  "Dot  Old  Settin*  Hen,"  Mr. 
Hausauer.  7.  Harmonica  solo,  Mr.  Chauncey  Williams.  8. 
Quartette,  "  The  Pope." 

January  9,  1888.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Kendall  and  Mrs. 
Rathbun.  i.  Instrumental  music.  Miss  Adam.  2.  Recita- 
tion, "Love  in  a  Balloon,"  Miss  Crissy.  3.  Song,  "The 
New  Kingdom,"  Miss  Richardson.  4.  Recitation,  "The 
last  Hymn,"  Miss  Crissy.  5.  Instrumental  duet,  piano  and 
bones.  Miss  Danforth  and  Mr.  George  RamsdelL  6.  Song, 
"Whispering  of  Spring,"  Miss  Seymour.  7.  Recitation, 
"Battery  B,"  Miss  Goodyear.  8.  Song,  "What  Shall  I 
Say?"  Miss  Richardson.  9.  A  whistling  selection  by  Mr.. 
George  Ramsdell,  accompanied  on  the  piano  by  Mr.  Curtiss 
Rumrill. 

January  23.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge,  i. 
Trio,  "The  Mariners,"  Mrs.  Dodge,  Mr.  Elliott  and  Mr. 
Tanner.  2.  Baritone  solo,  "Bedouin  Love  Song,"  Mr. 
Morris  Tanner.  3.  Instrumental  duet.  Miss  McConnell  and 
Miss  Mamie  Dodge.  4.  Soprano  solo,  "Among  the  Lilies," 
Mrs.  H.  Alexander.  5.  Violin  solo,  "A  Reverie,"  Miss 
Bertha  Rodenbach.  6.  Tenor  solo,  "What  are  They  to 
Do,"  Mr.  Fred  W.  Elliott.  7.  Recitation,  "  Jerry  and  Me," 
Miss  A.  Ripont.  8.  Alto  solo,  "  Never  Again,"  Miss  Laura 
Dietrich.  9.  Quartette,  "Spinning  Lesson,"  Mrs.  Dodge, 
Miss  Dietrich,  Mr.  Elliott  and  Mr.  Tanner. 

February  6.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Montgomer}'. 
I.  Vocal  music,  by  the  quartette  of  the  Delaware  Avenue 
Baptist  Church.  2.  Song,  selected,  Miss  Turner.  3.  Reci- 
tation, Miss  Helen  S.  Judd.     4.  Song,  Mrs.  Maus  V.  V. 
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Smith.  5.  Vocal  selection,  by  the  quartette.  6.  Recitation. 
Maud  Montgomery.  7.  Song,  Miss  Turner.  8.  Recitation, 
Miss  Helen  S.  Judd.  9.  Vocal  selection,  by  the  quartette, 
Mrs.  Bartlett,  Miss  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Bowdoin  and  Mr.  John- 
son. 

February  20.  Arranged  by  Mrs,  Ira  Ormsby.  1  Reci- 
tation, "Last  Hymn,"  Miss  Mabel  Briggs.  2.  Recitation, 
"  Mary's  Lamb,"  Frank  Fellows.  3.  Song,  "  Waiting,"  Miss 
Libbie  Davidson.  4.  Recitation,  "The  Inventor's  Wife," 
Miss  Josie  Briggs.  5.  Recitation,  "  Mrs.  Pickett's  Mission- 
ary Box,"  Miss  Hibbard.  6.  Song,  "  The  Song  that  Reached 
my  Heart,"  Miss  Davidson.  7.  Recitation,  "  The  Naughty 
Little  Girl,"  Miss  Hibbard. 

March  5.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cooke,  i.  Song, 
selected.  Miss  Lottie  Sherman.  2.  Duet,  piano  and  violin, 
the  Misses  Dickenson.  3.  Recitation,  Miss  May  Perry.  4. 
Song,  Mr.  Albert  Adams.  5.  Song,  Miss  Lottie  Sherman. 
6.  Instrumental  music,  Mr.  William  Jarrett.  7.  Recitation, 
Miss  May  Perry.  8.  Duet,  piano  and  violin,  the  Misses 
Dickenson.     9.  Song,  Mr.  Albert  Adams. 

March  19.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant,  i. 
Instrumental  music,  "  Drums  and  Trumpets,"  Mr.  George 
Dorland.  2.  Recitation, "  Naming  the  Baby,"  Miss  Churchill. 
3.  Song,  "  Open  thy  Lattice,"  Miss  Mamie  Gibson.  4.  Reci- 
tation, "Tom's  Little  Star,"  Miss  Gertie  Rosa.  5.  Song, 
^^Last  Night,"  Mrs.  R.  S.  Fowler.  6.  Recitation,  "Little 
Joe,"  Miss  Churchill.  7.  Song,  "Going  to  Market,"  Miss 
Ella  Babcock.  8.  Recitation,  "  Romeo  and  Juliet  Modern- 
ized," Miss  Gertie  Rosa.  9.  Song,  "The  Bold  Lover,"  Miss 
Kate  Sherburn. 

April  2.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  E.  N.  Cooke,  Mrs.  Milton 
F.  Windsor  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Montgomery,  i.  Instrumental 
music,  Miss  Denton.     2.  Song,  Miss  Burtis.     3.  Piano  and 
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violin,  Master  Howard  and  Miss  Florence  Fowler.  4.  Reci- 
tation, Miss  Post.  5.  Song,  Miss  Tilden,  accompanied 
by  Miss  H.  Caldwell.     6.  Intrumental  music,  Miss  Chapin. 

7.  Song,  Miss  Louise  Lewis,  accompanied  by  Miss  Caldwell. 

8.  Instrumental  music,  Miss  Gertie  Clark. 

April  16.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Merchant.  i.  Instru- 
mental music,  "Drums  and  Trumpets,"  Mr.  George  Dor- 
land.  2.  Recitation,  Miss  Mamie  Dennison.  3.  Ladies 
quartette  from  Buffalo  Cantata  Club,  "  Bridal  of  the  Birds." 
4.  Recitation,  "At  the  Bar,"  Miss  Lottie  Genner.  5.  Song, 
Miss  Maggie  Kerr.  6.  Recitation,  Mr.  Frank  Saunders.  7. 
Vocal  selection,  "  Moorland  Side,"  Cantata  Club.  8.  Reci- 
tation, "  Socrates  Setting  a  Hen,"  Miss  Ella  Hirshfield.  9. 
Recitation,  from  "  Leah  the  Forsaken,"  Miss  Maude  Ballou. 
10.  Recitation,  "Mad  Mag,"  Miss  Lillian  Hirshfield.  11. 
Instrumental  duet.  Misses  Maggie  Wilson  and   Ella  Dark. 


Concert. 

Tuesday,  April  24.  For  the  benefit  of  the  Piano  Fund. 
Arranged  by  Mrs.  Dodge,  Mrs.  Rathbun,  Mrs.  Keene,  Mrs. 
Merchant  and  Mrs.  Fiske.  i.  Vocal  duet,  "The  Maybells 
and  Flowers,"  Mendelssohn^  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge  and  Mrs. 
Fredericks.  2.  Baritone  solo,  "  It  is  Enough,"  from  Elijah^ 
Mendelssohn^  Mr.  Sheehan.  3.  Soprano  solo,  "Because  of 
Thee,"  Tours,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Northrup.  4.  Contralto  solo, 
"  When  the  Heart  is  Young,"  Dudley  Buck,  Mrs.  Fredericks. 

5.  Tenor  solo,  "  Marguerite,"  Z.  JDenza,  Mr.  F.  W.  Elliott. 

6.  Instrumental  music,  "  Schubert's  Impromptu,"  op.  142, 
Miss  Evelyn  Smith.  7.  Soprano  solo,  "  Magic  Song,"  Meyer- 
Helmund,  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge.  8.  Baritone  solo,  "  Miller 
of  the    Dee,"   Mr.   Sheehan.     9.    Piano   and   violin,  "Ave 
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Maria,"  Bach-Gounod^  Miss  Evelyn  Smith  and  Mr.  Curtiss 
Rumrill.  lo.  Duet,  "  A  Spring  Greeting,"  Gade^  Mrs.  Maus 
V.  V.  Smith  and  Mrs  Elizabeth  Northrup.  ii.  Quartette, 
selected,  Miss  Dudley,  Miss  Paddon,  Mr.  Steele  and  Dr. 
Hoddick,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Meyer.  12.  Recitation  (by 
request),  "  The  Jiners,"  Miss  Helen  S.  Judd. 

Accompanists,  Miss  Jessie  Cotes,  Miss  Evelyn  Smith. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EMPLOYMENT 


To  help  women  practically  to  help  themselves  is  the  par- 
ticular province  of  the  Employment  Committee. 

The  members  of  the  committee  have  to  report  of  work 
performed  with  earnestness  of  purpose,  and  which  they  feel 
they  can,  with  due  modesty,  say  has  been  comparatively 
well  done.  In  presenting  their  statement  of  efforts  and 
results,  and  of  the  few  new  enterprises  which  have  been 
instituted,  they  know  they  cannot  give  so  interesting  a 
recital  as  may  be  expected  from  some  other  departments  of 
the  Union  ;  yet  they  are  confident  that  when  the  record  for 
the  year  is  shown  the  especial  importance  of  the  Employ- 
ment Committee's  mission  will  be  realized  and  all  needed 
encouragement  accorded. 

The  duties  of  the  committee  have  been  arduous.  Some 
of  the  experiences  have  been  unpleasant,  occasionally  even 
painful,  and  others,  in  truth,  rather  ludicrous ;  but  without 
dwelling  on  these  or  other  incidents  of  the  work,  it  may  be 
said,  in  prefacing  the  more  specific  report,  that  the  cases  of 
a  considerable  number  of  deserving  women  desirous  of  the 
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means  of  maintaining  themselves,  have  been  in  hand,  and 
for  a  great  percentage  of  them  employment  has  been 
secured,  with  direct  and  indirect  benefits  hardly  to  be  esti- 
mated. 

The  cases  number  313  ;  the  number  alone  will  speak  for 
the  work. 

A  large  number  of  circulars,  cautioning  women  against 
fraudulent  advertisements  offering  "  Work  at  Home,"  have 
been  distributed.  We  also  sent  to  thirty-one  prominent  news- 
papers in  Western  New  York,  Canada,  and  some  of  the 
Western  States  desiring  them  to  copy  our  advertisement, 
which  they  did,  and  sent  copies  of  their  papers  to  us. 

The  number  of  letters  from  women  from  all.  directions 
making  inquiries  regarding  the  different  firms  was  large, 
and  our  correspondence  became  so  expensive  in  the  way  of 
postage  stamps  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  kind  donation 
of  a  calf,  that  grew  to  be  a  cow  with  a  "  crumpled  horn," 
that  tossed  $25.00  into  the  treasury  when  she  was  sold,  I 
fear  we  must  have  curtailed  our  correspondence. 

We  have  added  this  year  "  The  Mending  Department," 
and  have  a  very  fair  showing  in  that  branch  of  work.  We 
knew  there  was  need  for  the  work,  and  also  that  it  would 
furnish  employment  for  women.  We  had  already  used  up 
the  head  of  our  cow  in  other  ways,  but  decided  to  venture, 
feeling  that  there  should  be  no  such  word  as  fail  in  our 
department  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  new  enterprise 
has  been  made  a  success. 

According  to  the  policy  of  the  Union  we  cannot  acknowl- 
edge gifts  by  name,  but  we  have  had  many  generous  dona- 
tions for  which  we  return  hearty  thanks. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  CODD,  Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 


The  Committee  of  Domestic  Training  respectfully  reports 
that  faithful  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  season. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Kitchen  Garden  will  report 
the  work  in  that  department.  The  Cooking  Committee  felt, 
that  in  addition  to  its  own  free  work,  it  would  be  very  desir- 
able to  procure  a  trained  teacher  from  a  school  of  note  and 
give  the  women  of  Buffalo  an  opportunity  to  secure  instruc- 
tion at  a  small  cost.  The  experiment  was  tried,  a  graduate 
of  the  Boston  school  was  engaged  ;  but,  although  the  price 
for  tuition  was  put  lower  than  was  necessary  to  pay  expenses, 
only  a  few  cared  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 
To  add  to  our  disappointment,  our  teacher  proved  inexpe- 
rienced and  unsatisfactory,  though  she  had  been  recom- 
mended ^by  the  principal  of  the  Boston  Cooking  School. 
We  decided  to  close  the  engagement  for  this  reason  when 
half  the  time  had  expired,  preferring  to  suffer  the  pecuniary 
loss  rather  than  to  obtain  fresh  pupils  for  a  teacher  whom 
we  felt  was  not  entirely  competent. 

The  free  Saturday  morning  cooking  classes,  which  proved 
so  attractive  the  previous  year,  were  resumed  on  November 
5th,  at  9  A.  M.  The  teachers  were  as  follows  :  Mrs.  Bailey 
(two  lessons) — Tea  and  coffee  ;  eggs,  toast,  boiled  potatoes 
and  broiled  steak.  Mrs.  Clinton — Bread  making.  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Rathbun — Oatmeal,  gingerbread.  Mrs.  J.  N.  Adam — 
Plain  puddings.  Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict — Boiled  meat,  corn- 
beef  hash.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Isham — Codfish  and  stewed  potatoes. 
Miss  Ida  Gregg — Salads  and  salad  dressing.  Mrs.  Bernard 
Bartow — Vegetable  soups.  Mrs.  Robert  Codd — Plain  pies 
and  cookies. 
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The  dishes  were  all  simple  ;  such  as  would  be  most  easily- 
understood  and  practiced  by  the  children  at  home.  The 
morning's  work  formed  the  children's  luncheon.  Perhaps 
they  enjoy  this  part  of  the  programme  as  much  as  the  lesson 
proper. 

I  am  sure  the  teachers  felt  repaid  for  their  trouble  by  the 
attention  and  interest  of  these  "little  women,"  on  whose 
small  shoulders  life's  burdens  rest  so  soon.  The  average 
attendance  was  twelve  ;  the  average  age  about  twelve  and  a 
half  years.  Most  of  them  came  from  distances  of  two  miles 
and  over  on  those  cold  stormy  Saturday  mornings. 

The  work  which  our  Union  can  do  in  giving  a  knowledge 
of  household  duties  is  necessarily  limited.  We  are  hampered 
not  only  by  lack  of  room  and  the  long  distances  from  the 
homes  of  those  whom  we  wish  to  reach,  but  by  the  fact  that 
such  can  hardly  be  made  self-sustaining.  Had  I  time  I 
would  like  to  show  how  easily  public  cooking  schools  could 
be  introduced  in  connection  with  our  public  school  system. 
Such  are  in  successful  operation  in  Boston,  Pittsburg,  Toledo 
and  other  cities.  We  shall  have  them  in  time.  Meanwhile 
we  will  do  what  we  can. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  CLINTON, 

Chairman, 


SUB-COMMITTEE  ON  DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 

Kitchen  Garden. 

The  Kitchen  Garden  has  become  too  well  known  to  need 
a  detailed  description  in  this  report.  In  fact,  it  is  recognized 
as  an  important  factor  in  the  rational  method  of  lessening 
pauperism  and  crime. 
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At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  National  Industrial  Ednca- 
tional  Association  in  Washington,  a  prominent  place  was. 
given  to  the  success  and  possibilities  of  the  Kitchen  Garden. 
The  teacher  reaches  the  girl  in  such  a  personal  way  that  it 
affords  unlimited  opportunity  of  exerting  good  influence  and 
for  establishing  that  happy  relation  between  classes  which 
economists  tell  us  will  aid  in  the  solution  of  the  social 
problem. 

The  Kitchen  Garden  shows  that  the  educational  methods 
now  employed  in  most  schools  can  be  largely  modified  in  a 
way  to  make  each  individual  more  capable  of  intelligent 
self-support. 

The  Kitchen  Garden  of  the  Union,  during  its  second  year^ 
has  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  those  interested  the  fact 
that  domestic  training  is  a  necessity  for  girls,  and  that 
manual  training  of  all  kinds  is  not  only  education  but 
salvation. 

In  our  work  no  more  glamour  is  cast  over  housework 
than  in  any  household  where  there  is  the  same  understanding 
between  maid  and  mistress  that  we  here  establish  between 
scholar  and  teacher,  and  yet  the  children,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  are  eager  to  do  the  work,  and  the  fiercest  quarrels 
are  those  waged  at  the  kitchen  sink  for  precedence  at  the 
dish-pan. 

The  children  are  taught  that  the  ability  to  do  housework 
is  the  first  accomplishment  in  a  home  ;  they  are  also  taught 
to  make  the  best  of  the  materials  they  find  at  hand,  and  ta 
consider  the  cleanliness  rather  than  the  quality  of  a  table- 
cloth. We  aim,  above  everything,  to  fit  the  girls  to  work 
understandingly  in  their  own  homes  and  to  serve  conscien- 
tiously in  the  homes  of  others.  We  try  to  make  work  what 
it  ought  to  be — the  happy  medium  between  drudgery  and 
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play.  During  the  past  few  weeks  the  teachers  have  tried 
the  experiment  of  a  Penny  Savings  Bank,  in  order  to  teach 
the  girls  the  necessity  of  saving  and  the  importance  of  small 
sums.  We  plead  guilty  to  the  violation  of  the  usury  laws, 
as  we  pay  ten  per  cent,  on  sums  less  than  a  dollar.  When  a 
dollar  has  been  saved  the  child  deposits  it  in  a  real  savings 
bank,  having  the  matter  thoroughly  explained  to  her. 

Each  week  short  talks  on  hygiene  are  given.  It  is  im- 
pressed upon  the  girls  that  women  who  are  slaves  to  tea  and 
coffee  need  not  expect  their  husbands  and  sons  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  whisky  and  beer.  They  are  shown  that  women 
who  would  not  think  of  deforming  their  arms  or  ears,  with- 
out which  they  could  live  very  comfortably,  will,  by  tight 
corsets,  play  havoc  with  their  precious  ribs,  lungs  and  livers* 
and  absolutely  cut  off  the  possibility  of  good  health  for 
themselves  or  their  children. 

The  teachers  of  the  Kitchen  Garden  are  most  efficient, 
and  possess  the  tact  and  enthusiasm  essential  to  good  work. 
General  interest  is  expressed  in  this  department  of  the 
Union,  and  we  receive  many  visitors  during  the  year. 

Many  applications  are  made  for  little  nursery  maids  and 
waitresses,  and  we  feel  that  the  training  given  the  girls  not 
only  puts  money  into  their  pockets,  but  brings  joy  to  their 
mistresses.  The  teachers  are  glad  to  be  of  service  to  ladies 
who  make  such  applications,  but  we  wish  it  understood  that 
we  do  not  take  the  responsibility  of  recommending  girls  for 
housework.  Were  a  school  established  in  which  the  girls 
could  receive  daily  instead  of  weekly  instruction,  this  might 
be  possible. 

The  expenses  of  this  branch  of  the  Union  have  been 
defrayed  by  the  appropriations  of  last  year.  But  though  an 
anti-climax  is  to  be  regretted,  this  report  must  be  closed 
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with  the  statement  that  for  the  direct  support  of  this  great 
and  practical  philanthropy,  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
those  who  work  hard  in  this  labor  of  love,  there  have  been 
given  by  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  during  the  past  year,  na 
dollars,  no  cents,  and  the  same  number  of  mills. 

ANNIE  P.  BULL, 
Superintendent  Kitchen  Garden. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  HYGIENE  AND 
PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 


The  Hygiene  lectures  provided  during  the  winter  have 
proved  specially  interesting  and  valuable.  Though  we  do 
not  expect  to  furnish  opportunities  for  a  thorough,  systematic 
education  in  Hygiene,  we  do  endeavor,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
plan  lectures  which  shall  make  one  familiar  with  the  struc- 
ture and  care  of  the  body — "  God's  temple." 

In  this  work  we  have  been  well  seconded  by  the  ablest 
and  most  gifted  of  our  physicians,  who  have  kindly  given 
their  time  and  services,  the  committee,  in  their  four  years' 
work,  having  found  but  one  who  was  so  far  behind  the  age 
as  to  object,  on  the  plea  that  it  would  interfere  with  his 
practice  if  people  knew  how  to  preserve  their  health.  On 
the  contrary,  these  lectures  have  met  with  their  most  hearty 
approval.  Dr.  Stoddard,  of  Rochester,  in  a  recent  letter  to 
this  committee,  recommends  in  the  highest  terms  this 
branch  of  the  Union's  work,  and  adds  that  if  such  practical 
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"health  talks  could  be  more  generally  given,  and  people 
"become  familiar  with  the  laws  of  health,  and  practice  them, 
physicians  would  be  able  to  control  diseases  which  now, 
through  Ignorance  of  these  laws,  often  obtain  a  hold  upon 
whole  communities. 

That  our  work  in  this  direction  has  not  been  wholly  in 
vain  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  members  of  our  audience. 
One  woman,  whose  labors  take  her  almost  entirely  among 
the  lower  and  more  ignorant  classes,  says  that  these  lectures 
have  proved  of  great  practical  value  in  her  work,  where  she 
meets  with  the  grossest  neglect  of  the  laws  of  health.  An 
amusing  remark  made  at  the  close  of  a  lecture  on  the  mani- 
kin, although  perhaps  an  exceptional  case,  illustrates  the  fact 
that  there  are  people  unfamiliar  with  the  structures  of  the 
body.  After  having  seen  the  manikin  taken  apart  and  the 
location  of  the  different  organs  designated,  this  person  drew 
a  long  sigh  and  exclaimed,  **  Well,  for  years  I've  suffered 
more  or  less  with  a  pain  between  my  shoulders,  which  I've 
always  attributed  to  my  liver.  I  feel  sure,  now,  that  it  isn't 
my  liver  at  all." 

From  attendance  on  these  lectures  a  number  of  women 
have  become  interested  in  and  are  now  pursuing  the  study 
of  medicine. 

An  earnest  worker  in  practical  philanthropy  expressed  the 
wish  recently  that  practical  talks  on  the  structure  and  care 
of  the  body  could  be  given  in  every  reformatory  institution 
in  the  land,  and  said  that  she  believed  the  result  would  be  a 
marked  reform  in  the  morals  of  misguided  women,  many  of 
whom  sin  through  ignorance. 

The  lectures  given  during  the  past  season  are  as  follows  ; 

Nov.  14. — "  Science  in  the  Household."  Dr.  Harriet  E. 
Sheldon. 
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Nov.  21. — "Respiration,  Circulation  and  Temperature." 
Dr.  J.  W.  Cook. 

Nov.  28.—"  Physical  Exercise  for  Women."  Dr.  Kate  S. 
Black. 

Dec.  s.— "The  Ear."     Dr.  Frank  Abbott. 

Dec.  12. — "Hygiene  of  the  Soil,  and  Selection  of  Resi- 
dence Location."     Prof.  Julius  Pohlman. 

Jan.  9. — "Wonders  and  Mysteries  of  the  Human  Body." 
Prof.  Julius  Pohlman. 

Jan.  16.—"  Care  of  the  Throat."     Dr.  F.  W.  Hinkel. 

Jan.  23.—"  What  to  do  in  Case  of  Accident."  Dr.  H.  R, 
Hopkins. 

Jan.  30. — "  Nervous  Habits."     Dr.  C.  G.  Stockton. 

Feb.  6. — "  Parasitic  Skin  Diseases  and  their  Prevention." 
Dr.  Ernest  Wende. 

Feb.  13.— "The  Manikin."     Prof.  Julius  Pohlman. 

Feb.  20. — "  Prevention  of  Disease."     Dr.  George  Moseley. 

Feb.  27. — "  Nervous  Diseases  ;  their  Cause  and  Cure." 
Dr.  Sarah  Morris. 

March  5. — "  Surgical  Emergencies."     Dr.  Wilcox. 

March  8.—"  Structure  of  the  Body."     Dr.  Daniels. 

March  12.—"  Care  of  the  Eyes."     Dr.  A.  A.  Hubbell. 

March  26. — "  Muscles  and  Nerves."    Prof.  J  ulius  Pohlman. 

March  29. — "  Preservation  of  the  Sight."    Dr.  B.  H.  Grove. 

April  2.— "Sewage  of  the  Body."     Dr.  G.  R.  Stearns. 

The  Gymnasium  is  nearing  the  end  of  its  second  year  of 
successful  work  under  the  able  management  of  Miss  Foster. 
The  time  for  second  measurements  has  not  yet  arrived,  but 
of  the  few  taken  two  may  be  offered  as  specimens,  selected 
at  random.  The  first  is  that  of  a  lady  of  thirty  years,  who 
entered  the  Gymnasium  classes  February  2,  1888  ;  second 
tests  taken  April  23,  1888,  after  ten  weeks'  work  : 
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Girth  of  Chest, 
Chest  full,  .  . 
Right  Arm, 
Left  Arm,  .  . 
Right  Forearm, 
Left  Forearm, 
Right  Calf,  .  . 
Left  Calf,     .    . 


Fir»t  Te«t, 

Second  Test, 

Feb.  a. 

April  33. 

Centimeter. 

78.7 

79-9 

81.7 

82. 

31 

31.6 

31 

31.5^ 

25 

25.3 >   A 

24 

25    )  u 

21.2 

21.8 

21.2 

21.7 

Approximating 
left  and  right. 


Strength  Tests. 

First  Test.  Second  Test.  Gain. 

Per  Cent. 

Strength  of  Back 72.8  92.6  27.2 

*'   Legs 105.8  134.5  27 

'•   Chest 33-1  55.1  70  -  J 

**    Forearm,  Right,   .         28.7  37.5  30.7 

"    Forearm,  Left,  .    .         17.6  37.5  I12.5 

More  than  doubling  the  strength  of  the  left  arm  and 
bringing  it  up  equal  with  the  right.  Capacity  of  lungs,  in 
cubic  inches,  first  test,  93  ;  second  test,  150,  an  increase  of 
61.2  per  cent. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  this  pupil  is  delighted 
with  the  result,  and  purposes  returning  in  the  fall. 

The  second  is  that  of  a  lady  of  twenty  years,  who  entered 
the  classes  P'ebruary  17,  1888.  Second  measurements  were 
taken  April  26  : 

First  Test,    Second  Test,        Gain. 

Feb.  17.  April  a6. 

Centimeter. 

Girth  of  Chest 77.4  79.8  i  inch. 

Chest  Full So. 3  82.4  2.1 

Hips, 86  87  I 

Right  Thigh 48.3  49-4  i-i 

Left  Thigh, 48  49  i 

Right  Calf, 31.2  32  .8 

Left  Calf 31.2  32  .8 

Right  Arm 25  25 

Left  Arm, 23.5  23.7  .2 

Right  Forearm 21.5  21.7  .2 

Left  Forearm, 21.8  21.7  .  i  (Deciftie.) 
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Strength   Tests. 

First  Te«t.    Second  T«sl.    Gain. 
Lbs.  Per  Cent. 

Strength  of  Back I54'3           207.2  34.2 

**    Legs 216. 1           266.8  23.4 

"   Chest 66.1             75  13.3 

*•         "    Right  Forearm,.    .           48.5            50.7  4.5 

*•    Left  Forearm,   .    .           57.3            57.3  .... 
Tending  to  equalize  right  and  left. 

This  pupil  left  reluctantly  for  a  summer  in  the  west,  fer- 
vently hoping  that  next  winter  would  find  her  again  in 
Buffalo,  and  the  Gymnasium. 

These  figures  show  very  plainly  the  tendency  of  the  work 
to  equalize  one-sided  development,  and  this  fact  is  used  by 
physicians  in  correcting  and  arresting  the  growth  of  spinal 
curvatures.  Five  special  pupils  are  now  in  the  Gymnasium  by 
the  advice  of  their  physicians,  both  after  and  while  wearing 
the  perforated  leather  jacket  now  used  to  remedy  curvature 
of  the  spine.  The  curvature  is  usually  photographed  before 
entering  the  classes.  Special  exercises  are  given,  horizontal 
rest  at  stated  inter\'als  prescribed,  and  good  results  are 
already  appearing. 

No  pupil  is  allowed  to  enter  the  Gymnasium  classes  with- 
out having  first  taken  the  preliminary  examination.  A  recent 
incident  well  illustrates  the  advantage  and  necessity  of  such 
a  rule.  A  girl  oC  fourteen,  who  had  wished  to  enter  in 
March  without  the  required  measurements  and  strength 
tests,  was  found,  on  examination,  to  have  a  distinct  rotary 
curvature,  which  had  passed  unnoticed  by  parents  and 
friends.  She  was  taken  at  once  to  a  specialist  and  learned 
that,  since  it  could  be  taken  in  the  beginning,  she  need  only 
wear  the  jacket  for  a  short  time ;  but,  had  it  been  overlooked 
a  few  months  longer,  years  of  treatment  might  have  suc- 
ceeded only  in  arresting  its  growth,  but  would  not  have 
availed  to  remedy  the  deformity  which  would  have  ensued. 
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One  pupil,  who  was  exhausted  by  a  short  walk  when  she 
entered  the  classes  in  March,  now  walks  from  Black  Rock 
to  Niagara  square  twice  each  week,  and  then  goes  through 
her  hour's  practice  in  the  Gymnasium  with  vigor  and 
enthusiasm. 

A  lady  who,  having  had  no  appetite  for  years,  eating 
simply  as  duty,  now  inquires  if  it  is  n*t  supper-time  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  shows  another  phase  of  the 
benefits  received. 

Another  pupil,  much  troubled  with  insomnia,  looks  for- 
ward to  a  night's  rest  **  gymnasium  day." 

A  teacher  in  one  of  our  most  popular  private  schools, 
upon  paying  a  visit  to  one  of  the  classes  recently,  was  much 
pleased  with  the  graceful  movements  and  physical  develop- 
ment of  one  of  the  pupils,  and  inquired  her  name.  On 
being  told,  she  expressed  great  surprise,  as  she  remembered 
her  as  a  pale,  puny  child,  and  had  failed  to  recognize  her,  so 
great  was  the  change.  When  she  entered  the  Gymnasium 
she  had  a  slight  curvature  of  the  spine  ;  one  shoulder-blade 
protruded  farther  than  the  other,  she  was  hollow-chested 
and  had  little  appetite.  Her  improved  health  is  entirely  due 
to  the  wise  and  careful  training  which  she  has  received  in 

the  (jvmnasium. 

•'  • 

One  might  go  on  enumerating  similar  instances,  but 
enough  has  been  said  to  give  an  idea  of  the  good  accom- 
plished in  this  branch  of  our  work.  It  is  a  wonder  that 
every  woman  in  Buffalo,  who  can  do  so,  does  not  avail  her- 
self of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by  a  judicious  use  of  the 
Gymnasium,  when  the  results  are  so  plainly  shown  in  the 
rosy  cheeks,  elastic  gait  and  improved  physique  of  those 
who  frequent  it. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  pupils,  and  the  record  of  our  two 
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seasons'  work,  leave  us  no  doubt  or  fears  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  third  season  of  the  Gymnasium. 

When  our  Gymnasium  opened  in  the  fall,  there  still 
remained  a  debt  of  $201.78  on  our  apparatus.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  Buffalo  Amateurs  and  the  Westminster 
and  Church  of  the  Messiah  quartets,  we  were  able  to  close 
this  account.  Two  very  successful  entertainments  were 
given,  testing  the  capacity  of  our  Gymnasium  to  its  utmost. 
The  first  was  given  March  ist,  and  the  second  March  3d, 
the  Amateurs  giving  Howells's  "  Sleeping  Car,"  and  the  fine 
musical  program  being  furnished  the  first  evening  by  the 
Westminster  Quartet,  and  the  second  evening  by  the  quartet 
from  the  Church  of  the  Messiah.  The  gross  receipts  were 
$243.00. 

The  financial  statement  of  this  committee  is  as  follows  : 

By  cash  on  hand  May  I,  1887 $268.68 

Receipts  from  gymnasium,  lectures  and  other  sources,      1,087 .  53 

$1,356.21 
Expenses ...       1,119.38 

On  hand  May  I,  1888 $236.83 

The  sincere  thanks  of  this  committee  are  hereby  extended 
to  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  in  forwarding  this  branch 
of  the  Union's  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  WADE, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  PHILANTHROPIC  COMMITTEE. 


The  Philanthropic  Committee  of  the  Women's  Educational 
and  Industrial  Union  was  formed  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
extending  a  friendly  hand  to  such  members  of  the  Union  as 
were  in  need  of  help.  It  was  not  intended  as  a  general 
relief  association.  Few  cases  of  suffering  among  members 
of  the  Union  came  to  our  knowledge,  and  so  many  applica- 
tions for  relief  from  without  were  received,  that  our  philan- 
thropy necessarily  has  been  of  a  more  general  nature. 

As  no  appropriation  from  the  general  fund  has  been  made 
the  committee,  we  have  had  no  regular  fund  to  draw  from  ; 
but  such  gifts  of  money,  clothing  and  provisions  as  the  gen- 
erosity of  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Union  have 
prompted  them  to  make,  we  have  faithfully  distributed 
among  needy  ones. 

Money  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
and  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  garments  have  been  re- 
ceived. Thirty-five  families,  including  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  persons,  have  been  visited.  The  above  amount 
of  money  and  three  hundred  and  thirty  garments  have  been 
given  away.  Five  persons  were  sent  to  charitable  institu- 
tions and  one  colored  child  to  an  orphan  asylum.  Trans- 
portation to  California  for  a  destitute  old  lady  and  her 
crippled  daughter  was  obtained  through  the  influence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee.  In  every  case  the  families  were 
visited  by  a  member  of  the  committee  before  any  relief  was 
given,  and,  when  practicable,  they  were  investigated  by  the 
Charity  Organization  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LOUISE  FLACH, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE. 


The  report  of  the  Educational  Committee  must  be,  in 
many  respects,  a  repetition  of  the  work  of  former  years. 
Our  regular  class-work  began  October  24th  and  continued 
till  the  first  of  May.  Four  of  the  classes  have  been  free 
and  seven  have  been  given  at  the  rate  of  $1.00  for  ten 
lessons,  thus  placing  the  best  instruction  within  the  reach  of 
all.  The  whole  number  receiving  instruction  in  the  various 
classes  is  196,  and  the  result  of  the  winter's  work  very 
gratifying. 

As  far  as  possible  our  teachers  of  last  year  have  been 
retained.  Where  vacancies  have  occurred  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  finding  interested  and  efficient  substitutes. 
Miss  Amelia  R.  Lee  has  had  charge  of  stenography  ;  Miss 
Linda  Doud  of  reading  and  type-writing  ;  Miss  Blanche 
McGowan  of  arithmetic ;  Miss  Helen  Horton  of  drawing ; 
Miss  Marietta  Cooke  of  water-colors ;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Utrich  of 
German  ;  Mrs.  Mary  Miller  Shupe  of  dressmaking ;  and 
Prof.  Edouard  Baillot  of  French.  The  bookkeeping  and 
penmanship  classes,  in  charge  of  Miss  Stoneman,  were  fin- 
ished by  Miss  Agnes  Blaney  and  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Long.  Some 
of  our  teachers  have  been  with  us  since  our  first  organiza- 
tion, and  to  faithful  work  have  joined  an  interest  in  their 
pupils  which,  in  many  instances,  has  been  of  equal  value 
with  the  instruction  given. 

Five  coteries  have  been  held  during  the  past  year.  On 
November  4th,  Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict  read  a  paper  on  "  The 
Domestic  Problem."  February  3d,  Dr.  E.  W.  Bemis,  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  gave  a  talk  on  "Political  Economy.'* 
February  17th,  "The  Higher  Education  of  Women"  was 
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ably  treated  by  Prof.  Cassity,  of  the  State  Normal  School. 
March  3d,  Mrs.  Sophia  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  led  a  dis- 
cussion on  "Co-operation  in  the  Home,"  and  on  April  20th, 
Dr.  J.  W.  Brown  read  a  paper  on  "Woman's  Place  in  Civili- 
zation." 

Through  the  kindness  of  Miss  Adella  F.  Fay,  three 
"  Talks  on  Foreign  Countries  "  have  been  given.  On  Janu- 
ary 20th  the  subject  was  "Switzerland";  February  24th, 
"  Norway  ";  March  23d,  "  Italy."  These  talks  were  illus- 
trated by  stereopticon  views,  and  were  free  to  members  of 
the  Union. 

A  course  of  "  Law  Lectures  for  Women "  was  given  in 
November  and  December  by  the  following  gentlemen  : 
"  Husband  and  Wife,"  by  Mr.  Frank  M.  Loomis  ;  "  Property 
Rights  of  Married  Women,"  by  Mr.  William  Macomber  ; 
"  Master  and  Servant,"  by  Mr.  George  T.  Wardwell  ; 
"  Liabilities  of  Women,"  by  Mr.  Leroy  Parker  ;  "  Wills  and 
Administration  of  Estates,"  by  Judge  Jacob  Stern. 

Lectures  have  also  been  given  by  Mrs.  Abby  Morton  Diaz, 
President  of  the  Boston  Union,  on  October  7th,  on  "  Char- 
acter Work  in  Schools  "  ;  January  6th,  by  Mrs.  Abba  Goold 
Woolson,  on  "  Healthful  Dress  for  Women  "  ;  January  27th, 
by  Miss  Mary  F.  Eastman,  on  "  Opportunities  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Century  Woman,"  and  we  closed  the  season  with  a 
delightful  musical  entertainment,  at  which  the  Chevalier  De 
Kontski  gave  his  personal  "  Rerginiscences  of  the  Great 
Composers,"  with  selections  from  each.  For  these,  and  also 
for  the  law  lectures,  a  small  admission  was  charged,  and  the 
receipts  have  materially  helped  in  carrying  on  our  class- work. 

The  variety  of  subjects  and  the  excellence  of  the  lectures 
and  papers  which  we  have  been  able  to  provide  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  members  of  the  Union,  are  a  source  of 
gratification  to  this   committee,  and   grateful   acknowledg- 
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ments  and  thanks  are  extended  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
who  have  so  kindly  assisted  us  in  our  work. 

The  receipts  from  classes  and  lectures  are  $465.07  ;  re- 
maining in  treasury  May  i,  1887,  $14.43  J  niaking  a  total  of 
$479-5o-  The  expenses  for  the  year  are  $491.60  ;  leaving  a 
deficit  of  $12.10,  which  we  hope  to  cancel  before  the  open- 
ing of  work  in  the  fall. 

We  cannot  close  without  stating  anew  the  many  ways  in 
which  the  work  of  this  department  is  helpful  to  women. 
There  is  no  woman  in  Buffalo  who  cannot  find  here  some- 
thing of  benefit  to  herself.  The  lectures,  papers  and  discus- 
sions are  on  important  questions  of  the  day  ;  questions  in 
which,  it  is  coming  more  and  more  to  be  conceded,  women 
must  interest  themselves  if  they  do  not  wish  to  be  left  so  far 
behind  as  to  be  utterly  forgotten.  In  our  paid  classes  the 
best  instruction  is  given  for  a  small  sum.  By  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  low  rates  many  young  girls  have  fitted  themselves 
for  business  positions  which  would  otherwise  have  been  out 
of  their  reach.  Our  free  classes  offer  opportunities  for  educa- 
tion to  women  who,  from  lack  of  early  advantages,  find 
themselves  shut  out  from  positions  for  which  they  are  other- 
wise well  fitted.  The  examinations  which  an  applicant  must 
pass  in  order  to  secure  a  position  as  nurse  or  attendant  in 
many  of  our  public  institutions,  show  that  much  good 
material  is  rejected  because  of  inability  to  pass  in  what  are 
called  the  "  common  branches." 

The  truth  that  ignorance  is  an  insuperable  bar  to  advance- 
ment cannot  be  too  often  repeated  ;  and  to  the  woman  who 
has  learned  this  truth  and  who  seeks  for  help  to  help  her- 
self, the  Union  offers  ready  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE   STONEMAN   WILLIAMS, 

Chairfmin. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PROTECTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


There  is  probably  no  branch  of  work  within  the  scope  of 
the  Women's  Union  which  is  so  far-reaching  in  its  influence, 
as  that  of  the  Protective  Department.  Its  power  is  felt  in 
all  stations  of  life.  Those  who  possess  the  means  to  employ 
honest  labor  and  shirk  the  responsibility  of  paying  for  the 
same,  or  seek  in  any  way  to  defraud  or  wrong  a  helpless 
woman,  will  learn  from  this  department  that  the  "  way  of 
the  transgressor  is  hard."  Like  the  peculiar  tree  whose 
broad  branches  shelter  all  who  come  beneath  its  shade, 
and  dropping  down  take  root  and  spread  far  and  wide,  so 
this  work  reaches  out  in  all  directions,  giving  aid  and  en- 
couragement to  women  of  whatever  creed  or  nationality. 

Your  former  able  Secretary  has  given  full  detail  of  the 
method  of  this  work,  but  for  the  benefit  of  any  not  familiar 
with  it,  we  will  add  that  complaints  of  every  description, 
every  form  of  injustice,  of  fraud,  crime  of  wages  withheld, 
and  family  quarrels,  are  brought  to  this  department  for 
adjustment.  With  few  exceptions  justice  follows  quickly  on 
the  heels  of  the  offender.  If  the  united  efforts  of  this 
band  of  workers  are  not  sufficient  to  bring  him  to  terms, 
they  have  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  to  lean  upon,  which 
has  never  yet  failed  them  in  their  hour  of  need,  and  were  it 
not  for  this  aid  which  has  been  so  generously  extended  by 
the  members  of  the  bar,  the  work  of  this  committee  would 
necessarily  be  weakened. 

There  have  been  one  hundred  and  four  claims  presented 
from  May  i,  1887,  to  May  i,  1888,  forty-six  of  which  were 
for  domestic  service;  the  largest  claim  against  an  individual, 
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$140.00;  the  smallest,  61  cents  ;  eighty  claims  with  speci- 
fied amounts,  $3,5 1 9. 1 2.  Forty-eighty  cases  are  satisfactorily 
settled  ;  the  total  amount  recovered,  $2,789.26.  A  judgment 
was  obtained  in  a  criminal  case  for  $578.97.  The  number 
of  cases  dropped  was  thirty-seven,  with  amounts  claimed, 
$292.46,  leaving  twenty-five  unsettled  cases.  Twenty-six  of 
these  claims  were  from  dress-makers,  seamstresses,  music 
teachers  and  boarding-house  keepers.  There  are  four 
against  estates,  amounts  not  specified.  In  three  instances 
clothing,  unlawfully  withheld,  was  recovered. 

It  must  not  be  understood  that  every  one  seeking  aid  at 
the  hands  of  the  Protective  Committee  is  considered  worthy; 
in  many  instances,  after  thorough  investigation,  it  is  found 
there  is  no  cause  for  complaint;  either  through  willfulness  or 
ignorance  the  complainant  is  at  fault,  and  the  case  is  dropped. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  domestic  servants. 
This  class  are  too  apt  to  feel  that  they  have  no  conscientious 
duty  in  regard  to  hiring  out,  that  the  duty  lies  only  with  the 
mistress,  and  for  any  shallow  pretext  they  can  break  an  en- 
gagement, or  leave  when  inclination  seizes  them  without 
giving  the  proper  warning,  and  then  appeal  to  the  Protective 
Committee  to  aid  in  recovering  their  wages. 

An  opportunity  is  never  lost  to  deliver  wholesome  advice 
to  girls  serving  in  the  capacity  of  domestics,  urging  upon 
them  the  importance  of  conscientious  duty  toward  their 
employer,  and  also  of  keeping  a  written  account  of  all 
wages  received. 

And  right  here,  a  word  to  the  employer.  Let  it  be  the  duty 
of  every  woman  employing  domestic  help,  to  demand  a 
reference  from  the  last  place,  and  let  every  woman  when 
asked  give  a  correct  answer  as  to  ability,  character,  etc.  If 
housekeepers  were  more  particular  in  this  respect  and  also 
in  keeping  strict  account  of  wages  paid,  and  taking  a  receipt 
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for  the  same,  there  would  be  less  cause  for  complaint,  and 
there  would  also  be  a  more  intelligent  and  conscientious 
class  of  domestic  help.  Concerted  action  on  the  part  of 
women  employing  servants  will  bring  about  reform  and  aid 
in  solving  this  vexed  domestic  problem. 

One  of  the  cases  for  which  we  may  be  pardoned  in  mani- 
festing a  little  exultant  pride  over  its  successful  termination, 
is  the  pension  case  before  mentioned.  In  1885  an  aged 
widow  appealed  to  the  Union  for  aid.  Her  needs  were 
supplied  and  work  provided  whereby  she  could  eke  out  a 
living  ;  meanwhile  it  was  learned  that  a  pension  was  due  her 
through  a  son  who  had  served  in  the  Rebellion.  Steps  were 
immediately  taken  to  secure  the  necessary  proof  to  substan- 
tiate her  claim,  but  for  various  reasons  it  was  not  until 
October,  1887,  that  the  destitute  widow  was  granted  $2,457,87 
and  $12.00  per  month  for  the  remainder  of  her  life. 

Another  case  of  long  standing,  in  which  a  girl  had  been 
trying  in  vain  to  collect  $27.50,  owing  her  for  domestic  ser- 
vice, finally  gave  up  in  despair,  and  last  September  appealed 
to  the  Protective  Committee.  Since  then,  much  precious 
time  has  been  spent  in  listening  to  excuses  and  promises  to 
pay,  until  patience  ceased  to  be  a  virtue  and  a  lawsuit  was 
threatened,  when  $25.00  of  the  original  claim  was  grudgingly 
paid.    Not  until  all  other  methods  fail  is  the  law  resorted  to. 

We  often  see  exemplified  in  every-day  life  the  old  saying, 
that  "  Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction."  If  time  would  permit, 
we  could  prove  it  in  the  instance  of  the  beautiful  young  girl 
who  came  from  a  Western  town  to  seek  her  fortune  in  our 
city.  She  had  lost  father  and  mother  and  was  without  the 
means  of  support.  She  answered  an  advertisement,  and  in 
due  time  received  an  offer  of  a  position,  and  came  to  Buffalo 
to  accept  it.  Imagine,  if  you  can,  the  consternation  of  this 
inexperienced  girl  when  she  learned  that  she  was  the  victim 
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of  a  wicked  deception,  and  that  no  honorable  position  was 
offered  her. 

Among  strangers  and  without  money  she  sought  redress 
from  the  one  who  had  beguiled  her.  The  story  of  the  inter- 
view and  the  scornful  refusal  to  repair  the  wrong,  her  appeal 
to  a  lawyer,  who  caused  the  speedy  departure  of  the  villain 
from  the  city,  her  meeting  with  friends  among  the  Protective 
Committee,  who  found  for  her  a  safe  shelter  and  afterward 
a  position  where  she  is  now  earning  an  honorable  living — 
all  this  is  too  vividly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  a  few  to  be 
easily  forgotten. 

Cases  similar  to  this  are  not  unusual,  but  not  often  do  we 
meet  with  one  so  full  of  thrilling  incidents,  the  half  of  which 
we  have  left  untold. 

How  can  one  not  ignorant  of  the  wicked  ways  of  the 
world  fail  to  be  convinced  of  the  great  need  in  every  city 
like  ours  of  such  an  institution  as  our  Women's  Union,  to 
which  friendless  girls  and  helpless  women  can  fly  for  pro- 
tection. 

Let  the  critics  who  are  inclined  to  censure  the  Protective 
Committee  for  some  imaginary  wrong  done  them  (and  there 
is  no  department  in  the  Women's  Union  which  is  so  often 
censured)  stop  a  moment  and  consider  the  great  variety  of 
sorrows  and  complaints  which  appeal  to  our  sympathies,  and 
then  pardon  any  little  mistake  that  may  unwittingly  be  made, 
for  the  Protective  Committee  does  not  claim  to  be  faultless. 

During  the  winter  a  criminal  case  was  brought  to  our 
notice  and  steps  immediately  taken  to  bring  the  offender  to 
justice.  A  young  girl  of  fifteen,  who  had  been  betrayed  by 
the  man  in  whose  family  she  was  employed,  was  persuaded 
by  him  to  leave  the  city.  Suspicion  having  been  aroused, 
both  were  arrested  at  the  Central  depot  and  taken  to  Sta- 
tion No.   I,  where   the  man  was  charged   with  abduction. 


44 

Application  was  made  to  the  Union  for  legal  advice  for  the 
girl,  and  the  services  of  one  of  our  lawyers  were  enlisted. 
In  the  Justice's  Court,  the  original  charge  was  thrown  out, 
and  the  man  was  sent  to  jail  to  await  a  trial  for  the  criminal 
offense.  Foreseeing  this,  a  charge  of  abduction  had  been 
made  to  the  Grand  Jury.  So  swift  in  this  case  did  just 
punishment  follow  wrong-doing,  that  in  less  than  three 
weeks  the  man  was  indicted,  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  two  years  in  the  penitentiary.  At  the  end  of  three 
months  he  was  brought  out  for  trial  for  the  crime  for  which 
he  was  held  in  the  Justice's  Court,  and  a  judgment  of 
$578.97  was  rendered  against  him. 

We  are  obliged  to  report  a  number  of  unsettled  cases, 
one  preferred  by  an  aged  woman,  whose  support  was  the 
rent  from  a  house  left  by  her  mother.  Years  have  passed, 
and  now  some  of  her  family  are  trying  to  prove  that  the 
mother  was  insane  when  she  made  the  will.  This  case  is  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  our  lawyers,  and  but  for  the  very  gen- 
erous offer  of  one  whose  sympathies  were  aroused  for  the 
woman  to  aid  in  the  matter  the  Union  would  have  been 
compelled  to  drop  it,  as  the  expenses  attending  the  suit  in  a 
distant  town  were  more  than  we  felt  able  to  assume.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  is  a  clear  case  and  there  will  be  no  trouble 
in  securing  to  this  poor  woman  her  just  rights. 

Many  cases  are  dropped  in  consequence  of  not  having 
sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  a  suit,  and  in  many  the  claims  are 
outlawed.  One  occasionally  hears  of  rare  instances  where 
conscience  money  is  returned  to  the  government.  We  wish 
that  some  of  the  claimants  who  have  appealed  to  us  and 
whom  we  have  been  powerless  to  aid  could,  in  like  manner, 
receive  their  just  dues  from  those  who  have  defrauded  them. 
Eight  claims  were  preferred  by  women  seeking  either  divorce 
or  separation  and  support.     We  could  fill  a  volume  with  the 
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varied  complaints  which  have  appealed  to  our  sympathies, 
but  have  no  desire  to  weary  you  with  the  sad  details,  but  to 
give  a  few  instances  to  show  what  the  Protective  Committee 
are  doing,  and  we  feel  sure  that  all  will  agree  as  to  the 
practical  aims  of  this  department. 

The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Police  Matron 
speaks  for  itself.  If  there  have  been  any  doubts  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  appointment  of  a  Police  Matron,  the  work 
which  has  been  done  by  Mrs.  Meldrum  during  the  past  year 
would  be  sufficient  answer.  What  was  looked  upon  as  an 
experiment  has  demonstrated  itself  to  be  a  necessary  and 
important  branch  of  police  work  : 

"  Of  the  1,769  females  who  were  arrested  in  this  city  dur- 
ing the  year  just  ended,  more  than  one-half  have  been 
brought  under  the  Matron's  care  at  Police  Station  No.  i, 
and  in  addition,  quoting  from  the  report  of  the  Police 
Superintendent,  *  All  children,  young  girls  and  other  female 
prisoners  taken  into  custody  in  the  several  precincts,  that  in 
the  judgment  of  the  commanding  officer  should  not  be  con- 
fined in  the  cell  department,  in  contact  with  older  criminals, 
are  brought  to  headquarters  and  placed  in  Mrs.  Meldrum's 
charge.*  A  small  room  has  been  fitted  up  next  her  own 
where  these  are  kept  under  her  immediate  supervision  ;  and 
it  is  among  this  class  that  the  best  fruits  of  the  Matron's 
work  are  seen. 

One  must  know  much  of  her  work  to  appreciate  the 
thousand  ways  in  which  a  good  woman,  whose  sympathies 
are  guided  by  wisdom  and  discretion,  can  make  her  influ- 
ence felt.  The  wayward  girl  has  been  met  at  the  turning  of 
two  roads,  and  a  kind  hand  has  held  her  back  from  the  one 
which  led  only  to  destruction.  The  runaway  has  found  a 
safe  refuge  with  her  and  been  sent  back  to  her  home  a  wiser 
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and,  we  trust,  a  better  girl.  Even  the  degraded  and  miser- 
able outcast  has  found  a  friend,  and  the  kind  words  of  ad- 
vice and  remonstrance  have  often  been  the  one  drop  of  cold 
water  to  a  soul  in  torment. 

One  young  girl  who  had  left  her  home  for  a  life  of  shame, 
found  herself  after  many  months  in  the  Matron's  care. 
What  words  of  kindness,  of  sympathy  and  of  stern  rebuke 
were  used  need  not  be  told,  but  when  released,  the  unhappy 
girl  returned  to  her  home,  like  the  prodigal,  subdued  and 
repentant.  Last  week  her  mother  came  to  one  of  our 
Directors,  with  tears  of  thankfulness,  to  tell  of  the  happy 
change  in  her  daughter,  brought  back  to  virtue  and  gladly 
submitting  herself  to  the  severest  penances  of  her  church 
ior  sin  and  wrong-doing. 

Is  not  one  case  like  this  ample  proof  of  the  necessity  for 
Police  Matrons  ?    And  this  is  only  one  of  many  cases. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police, 
Mrs.  Meldrum  has  been  allowed  to  send  a  monthly  report 
to  the  Union  of  all  cases  coming  under  her  supervision  and 
in  many  instances  we  have  been  able  to  give  timely  assist- 
ance in  her  work. 

The  request  preferred  by  this  Committee  to  the  Police 
Commissioners,  that  her  salar>'  be  raised  from  $500.00  to 
3600.00  per  annum,  has  been  favorably  received. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  city  of  brotherly  love,  matrons 
were  appointed  last  year  in  six  different  precincts,  and  no 
woman  arrested  in  that  city  can  be  taken  to  a  station  where 
there  is  not  a  woman  in  charge.  It  is  hoped  that  our  Police 
Commissioners  will,  in  the  near  future,  find  this  a  wise  and 
good  example  to  follow. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams, 

Chainnan.'* 
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We  now  refer  to  the  most  important  work  accomplished 
during  the  past  year.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
appointment  of  Women  Trustees  on  our  Insane  Asylum 
Board  is  as  follows  : 

"On  the  19th  of  May,  1887,  the  President  of  the  Union 
was  informed  that  two  vacancies  existed  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  State  Insane  Asylum  at  Buffalo.  A  tele- 
gram was  sent  to  Miss  Kate  Stoneman  at  Albany,  asking 
her  to  see  the  Secretary  of  State  and  make  inquiries  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  report.  Her  answer  confirmed  the 
statement.  Letters  of  introduction  to  Governor  Hill  were 
at  once  obtained  from  Mr.  Wilson  S.  Bissell  and  the  Hon. 
Daniel  N.  Lockwood,  and  on  Monday,  May  23d,  Mrs.  Lily 
Lord  Tifft  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend  visited  Albany 
for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  Governor  Hill  in  behalf  of 
the  appointment  of  women  trustees.  They  were  received 
at  the  executive  chamber  by  Col.  W.  G.  Rice,  the  Governor's 
private  secretary,  and  told  that  on  account  of  the  pressure 
of  official  business,  his  excellency  would  be  unable  to  grant 
an  interview.  Enlisting  the  interest  of  Col.  Rice,  through 
him  was  obtained  a  promise  from  the  Governor,  that  no  ap- 
pointments should  be  made  until  a  petition  from  the  Women's 
Union  had  been  carefully  considered. 

Immediate  measures  were  then  taken  to  obtain  all  infor- 
mation possible  bearing  upon  the  subject,  and  extended  cor- 
respondence revealed  the  fact  that  only  three  states  in  the 
Union,  Maine,  Massachusetts  and  Iowa,  had  distinguished 
themselves  by  allowing  women  to  serve  as  trustees  for  the 
care  of  the  insane.  Letters  were  received  from  Governors 
Bodwell,  Ames  and  Larrabee,  from  the  Trustees  and  Man- 
agers of  the  Maine  Insane  Hospital  and  other  prominent 
persons,  all  giving  hearty  approval  of  the  innovation. 
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These  important  documents,  supplemented  by  a  petition 
letter  from  our  Board  of  Directors  and  kind  letters  from 
many  prominent  gentlemen  of  Buffalo  and  other  cities,  were 
sent  to  the  Governor  June  20,  1887. 

A  circular  embodying  the  above-mentioned  letters  and 
approving  editorials  from  the  Buffalo  Courier  and  Express 
was  issued.  One  thousand  copies  were  sent  far  and  wide  to 
enlist  public  sympathy.  The  Chairman  of  the  Protective 
Committee,  assisted  by  our  Recording  and  Corresponding 
Secretaries,  and  our  Superintendent,  Miss  Ada  L.  Hudson, 
mailed  circulars  to  all  the  leading  newspapers  in  the  coun- 
try, and  everywhere  the  Press  gave  cordial  approval  of  the 
effort. 

In  October,  the  Board  decided  to  circulate  petitions 
throughout  the  state  in  behalf  of  the  humane  effort.  The 
help  of  Women's  Associations  and  Clubs  was  solicited,  and 
this  appeal  met  with  a  most  gratifying  response.  Several 
hundred  signatures  were  obtained  from  citizens  of  Buffalo, 
with  promise  of  many  more.  Hundreds  of  names  were  sent 
from  Fredonia,  Dunkirk,  Westfield,  Jamestown,  Rochester, 
Victor,  Auburn,  Syracuse,  and  other  towns  and  cities. 

On  November  19,  1887,  the  gratifying  announcement  was 
made,  through  the  Associated  Press  dispatches,  that  Gov- 
ernor Hill  had  appointed  Mrs.  Charlotte  S.  Williams  and 
Mrs.  Caroline  B.  Stoddard  as  Trustees  of  the  State  Insane 
Asylum  at  Buffalo. 

To  the  efforts  of  the  Protective  Committee  of  the  Wo- 
men's Educational  and  Industrial  Union  is  due  the  accom- 
plishment of  (to  use  the  words  of  our  loyal  friend,  the 
editor  of  the  Express)  "one  of  the  most  enlightened  and 
humane  reforms  of  the  age." 

Thanks  are  due  to  Mrs.  George  Howard  Lewis,  member 
of  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association  and  sustaining  mem- 
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ber  of  our  Union  since  its  organization.  Since  June  last 
she  has  been  untiring  in  her  efforts  for  the  success  of  the 
object.  On  her  recommendation  the  name  of  Mrs.  Stod- 
dard was  presented  to  the  Governor,  and  the  appointment  of 
that  lady  meets  the  unqualified  approval  of  all  to  whom 
she  is  personally  known. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Quimby,  of  Maine,  Mrs.  H.  L.  T.  Wolcott,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mrs.  Julia  M.  Hunting,  of  Iowa,  were 
active  in  securing  letters  from  government  officials.  The 
Hon.  William  P,  Letchworth,  President  of  the  State  Board 
of  Charities,  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  encourage  and  assist 
the  committee.  Mr.  James  N.  Matthews,  of  the  Buffalo 
Express^  Mr.  Edwin  Fleming,  editor  of  the  Courier,  and 
Miss  Jane  Meade  Welch,  of  the  Courier,  have  helped  nobly 
by  act  and  pen  to  the  consummation  of  the  great  result. 
Their  influence  in  the  education  of  public  sentiment  cannot 
be  overestimated. 

Mrs.  Bronson  C.  Rumsey,  Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy,  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Worthington,  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin,  Miss  Lydia  E.  Haz- 
ard and  others  have  given  able  assistance  in  circulating 
petitions. 

With  renewed  courage  and  inspiration  to  continue  the 
work  for  the  protection  and  elevation  of  woman,  and  with 
devout  gratitude  to  the  Divine  Goodness  which  overrules 
all  human  effort,  we  respectfully  submit  our  report. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft." 

It  is  gratifying  to  add  to  this  report  that  the  innovation 
has  thus  far  proved  a  success,  the  relations  existing  between 
the  managers  and  our  women  trustees  having  been  friendly 
in  the  extreme. 
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It  now  becomes  our  pleasant  duty,  in  closing,  to  express  a 
word  to  our  co- laborers,  who  have  so  generously  given  time 
and  counsel  during  the  past  year. 

To  our  counselors,  the  Hon.  James  O.  Putnam,  Mr.  Seward 
A.  Simons,  Mr.  Porter  Norton,  Mr.  N.  S.  Rosenau,  Mr.  F.  F. 
Williams,  Mr.  George  T.  Wardwell,  Gen.  J.  C.  Graves,  Mr. 
Charles  Norton,  Judge  Jacob  Stern,  Mr.  Wm.  Macomber, 
Mr.  James  Tillinghast  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Frick,  and  to  Judge 
Swift,  who  is  not  a  member,  but  who  has  offered  more  than 
we  should  have  thought  of  asking — to  all  these  gentle- 
men we  extend  sincere  thanks.  The  only  compensation  we 
are  able  to  offer,  is  the  hope  that,  having  labored  faithfully 
in  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity,  they  will,  in  due  time, 
reap  their  reward. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  C.  W.  AUSTIN, 

Secrttary, 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


Owing  to  the  illness  of  its  chairman,  the  Library  Com- 
mittee was  not  called  together  until  after  January  ist,  and 
from  that  date  held  its  meetings  regularly,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  Union,  who  is  never  so 
busy  but  that  she  can  make  time  to  attend  to  any  work  that 
others  leave  undone,  if  it  seems  to  be  of  necessity  in  further- 
ing the  beneficent  ends  for  which  the  Union  is  established. 
For  the  reason,  perhaps,  that  the  time  to  work  in  was  so 
short,  the  report  of  your  Library  Committee  does  not  show 
a  larcre  increase  of  books,  but  the  catalogue  shows  319 
volumes  on  onr  shelves,  exclusive  of  magazines.    There  were 
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some  others  that,  owing  to  their  worn-out  condition  or 
trivial  character,  were  not  deemed  worthy  of  being  placed  in 
our  library. 

In  making  my  report,  I  copy  it  from  the  notes  kindly 
made  out  for  me  by  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  Mrs. 
N-  G.  Benedict.  She  writes:  "The  library  room  has  been 
much  used — is  in  fact  a  place  of  almost  too  constant  resort 
for  the  quiet  reader,  and  with  the  beginning  of  a  new 
year  it  is  proposed  to  give  up  another  and  more  retired 
room  to  those  who  wish  to  consult  the  books,  magazines  and 
papers.  The  library  has  not  been  opened  on  Sunday  after- 
noons this  year,  as  so  few  availed  themselves  of  its  privileges, 
while  they  were  accorded  them,  that  it  was  deemed  unneces- 
sary, but  should  a  need  for  opening  the  library  on  Sunday 
again  appear,  the  plan  will  be  tried  again."  New  shelf -room 
being  needed,  the  book-shelves  belonging  to  the  house  have 
been  cut  down  and  remodeled,  and  placed  in  the  library  and 
directors*  room.  They  are  only  partially  filled,  and  the 
empty  shelves  make  a  silent  appeal,  quite  as  forcible  as  the 
tall  chimney  of  Music  Hall.  The  committee  hopes  that  the 
reply  will  be  as  prompt,  if  not  as  large.  A  writing  desk  has 
been  procured  for  the  use  of  those  desiring  to  write  at  the 
Union.  It  has  been  placed  in  the  directors'  parlor,  which 
will  soon  be  given  up  to  be  used  as  a  reading-room. 

Some  of  our  books  have  been  lost.  As  ours  is  not  a  circu- 
lating library  no  record  is  kept  of  the  books  used,  and  owing 
to  continual  passing  in  and  out  of  the  room,  it  being  used 
as  a  passageway  to  various  other  rooms,  it  has  been  very 
difficult  to  avoid  losses.  No  serious  gaps  have  occurred.  It 
may  be  that  some  absent-minded  person  or  persons  have 
taken  away  the  books,  and  if  so,  on  hearing  this  report  they 
will  promptly  return  them  to  our  shelves.  The  books  have 
been  arranged  in  good  order,  stamped  with  the  Union  stamp. 
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and  the  old  papers,  magazines  and  pamphlets,  sorted  and 
arranged,  some  for  binding,  others  to  be  given  away  to 
various  charitable  institutions. 

The  donations  are  :  Mr.  McCready,  Scribner's  Magazin€\ 
teachers  and  students  of  High  School,  through  Miss  Matilda 
Karnes,  contribute  Harper's  Bazar,  Good  Housekeeping  and 
Art  Amateur  ;  Thomas  &  Lasher,  Lippincotfs  Magazine ; 
Mr.  B.  H.  Williams  gives  second  reading  of  four  magazines; 
A  friend  of  the  Union  gives  Harper  s  Magazine  from  June 
'88,  and  Woman's  World  \  Mr.  Frank  Ransom,  second  read- 
ing of  the  Nation  and  magazines  for  distribution  ;  Miss 
Kenyon  and  girls  of  second  floor  of  High  School,  Webster  s 
Unabridged  Dictionary ;  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  are  all 
donated  by  their  publishers  ;  the  New  York  Sunday  Tribune 
from  March  '88,  through  Miss  Karnes  ;  Woman,  from 
"  Woman's  Publishing  Co." 

Notwithstanding  that  our  hand-book  makes  note  of  it, 
that  our  committee  have  distributed  hundreds  of  circulars 
advertising  our  library  and  inviting  women  to  visit  it,  that 
the  department  of  Women's  Work  in  the  Buffalo  Courier  has 
spoken  cordially  about  it — we  still  meet  persons  who  tell  us 
they  did  not  know  we  had  a  library  at  the  Union,  or  did  not 
know  it  was  for  any  one's  use  but  the  members  alone.  It 
might  be  well,  therefore,  to  ask  all  who  are  present  to  hear 
the  reports  to-night,  to  remember  for  themselves  and  to  tell 
their  friends  that  we  have  a  library  and  reading-room,  and 
that  all  women  are  welcome  to  use  and  enjoy  it,  and  that  we 
hope  during  the  coming  year  to  make  it  more  complete  and 
interesting,  so  that  it  may  be  worthy  to  be  a  very  popular 
place  of  resort  for  the  women  of  Buffalo. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ELEANOR  L.  MOONEY, 

Chairman^ 
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Daniels,  Mrs.  Chas. 
Davidson,  Mrs.  James, 
Dawes.  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Dntton,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Eagran,  Mrs.  Sylvester  F. 
Evans.  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Flint,  Mrs.  William  B. 
Forbush,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Fryer,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Gay,  Mrs.  C.  C.  F. 
Glenny,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Glcnny,  Mrs.  John, 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  B.  B. 
Hedstrom,  Mrs.  £.  L. 
Jewett,  Mrs.  Edgar  B. 
Jewett,  Mrs.  Henry  C. 


Merchant,  Mrs.  Geo.  A, 
Miller,  Mrs.  Geo.  Walbridge, 
Mooney,  Mrs.  James, 
Moore,  Mrs.  Chester, 
Munro,  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Newman,  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Newman,  Mrs.  W.  H.  H. 
O'Day,  Mrs.  Daniel, 
Perew,  Mrs.  Frank, 
Pettibone,  Miss  Nora, 
Ransom,  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Ransom,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Root,  Mrs.  F.  H. 
Rosenau,  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Rumrill,  Mrs.  Henry, 
Spiegel,  Mrs.  M. 
Tifft,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Tillinghast,  Mrs.  James, 
Townsend,  Mrs.  George  \V. 
Watson,  Mrs.  S.  V.  R. 
Whiting.  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Wilcox,  Mrs.  Ansley, 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Robt. 
Williams,  Mrs.  B.  H. 
Williams,  Mrs.  George  L. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Gibson  T. 
Williams,  Miss  Martha  T. 


Lee,  Mrs.  James  H. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  George  Howard, 

Lythe,  Mrs.  John. 

Renewed  since  May  i,  1888. 

Altman,  Mrs.  Julius,  Clinton,  Mrs.  George, 

Hersee,  Mrs.  A.  C. 


ACT  OF    INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  **  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  wemen,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employments  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  g^ymnasium  for  women. 

III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are  : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bi dwell,  Elizabeth  Blocker, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattie  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton, 

A    Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Fassktt,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Louise  Flack,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Letch  worth. 
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Selina  S.  Merchant.  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jennie  Watson  Norton, 

LUCINDA  O.ATMAN,  LOUlSE  O'DaY, 

Nora  Pettibone.  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lilly  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  Townsend, 

Anna  P.  Underbill,  Cecil  a  Utley, 

Euzabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 

Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS, 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN, 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY. 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL, 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,    ) 
County  of  Erie,  ) 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agones  A. 
Fass^tt,  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 
NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS, 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4.  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.—  TUle, 


This  association  shall  be  called  "  The  Women's  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  II,— Object. 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  III.— Officers, 

Sec.  I.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vested  in 
a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members,  twelve 
of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

Sec.  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes 
effect  shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected. 
At  each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

Sec.  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices  ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

Sec.  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com- 
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mittees :  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Domestic 
Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Educational, 
Protection,  Library,  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  the  nominations  of  all  committees,  except  that  of  the 
chairman,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  l\— Membership. 

Any  woman  can  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sustaining 
member. 

ARTICLE  W.^Fiscal  Year. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May. 

ARTICLE  XL—Annual  MeeHng. 

Sec  I.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  occur  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  May. 

Sec.  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

Skc.  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

Sbc.  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting :  i.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting.  2.  Re- 
ports  of  officers.  3.  Reports  of  committees.  4.  Resolutions,  motions 
and  notices.  5.  Unfinished  business.  6.  Report  of  inspectors  of  elec- 
tions.    7.  Installation  of  officers. 

ARTICLE  Xi\.^ Annual  Election. 

Sec.  I.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May.     All  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

Sec.  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  10  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  and  no 
member  in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 
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ARTICLE  Vni.^Vacandes, 

Any  vacancies  occurring  in  the  officers  or  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such  vacancy  shall 
occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  term  of  the  person 
whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  \yi,—Departments  of  Work, 

Sec.  I.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which  shall 
be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direction  of 
the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be 
in  charge  of  the  various  standing  committees.  New  departments  may- 
be organized  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
deem  such  action  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  re- 
main entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  ^.—Associate  Societies. 

Sec.  I.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to  inter- 
changes of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of  each 
may  be  known. 

Sec.  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems^ 
shall  be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  XV— Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  i,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l^'-Meetings. 

Sec.  I.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Special  meetings  may  be  called 
by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of  such  Board, 
and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  reso- 
lution of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a  special  meeting  shall 
be  stated  in  the  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that  specified  shall  be 
transacted. 

Sec.  2.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month 
by  the  chairmen  of  the  committees,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
each  committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business* 

ARTICLE  II.— DuHes  of  Officers, 

Sec.  I . — President.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside 
at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direction  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point, with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special  committees 
for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the  province  of  the 
standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all  vacancies  which 
shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have  the  usual  powers 
of  a  presiding  officer. 

Sec.  2.— Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

Sec.  3. — Treasurer.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive 
all  moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary. 
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and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  excq>t  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  4. — Secretaries.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give 
notice  of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  and 
preserve  all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall 
enroll  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a 
report  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 
« The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  tile  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
of  the  Union. 

ARTICLE  III,— Standing  Committees. 

Sec.  I.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union,  provide 
methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assessments. 
It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit  the  annual 
report  of  the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2.— Committee  on  Social  Affairs.  It  shall  have  charge  of 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union  and  extend  to  all  its  hospitality. 

Sec.  3. — Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment.  It  shall  be 
its  duty  to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist 
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all  women  in  their  chosen  avocations.  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of 
Registration,  which  shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and 
famish  information  to  those  seeking  it. 

Sec.  4. — Committee  on  Domestic  Training.  It  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to  exalt 
household  labor. 

Sec.  5. — Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture.  It  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other 
instructions,  true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall 
be  best  promoted.  It  shall  have  and  enforce  the  rules  governing  the 
use  of  the  gymnasium. 

Sec.  6. — Committee  upon  Philanthropy.  It  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  the  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  any  work  which  may 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of  its  purpose. 

Sec.  7. — Committee  on  Education.  It  shall  seek  to  disseminate 
true  ideas  affecting  the  higher  question  of  human  interest,  provide 
courses  of  lectures,  conversations  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  pro- 
visions as  shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

Sec.  8. — Committee  on  Protection.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public 
attention,  and  shall  assist  in  all  measures  which  may  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

Sec.  9  —Committee  on  Library.  It  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

Sec.  10. — Committee  on  Membership.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  solicit  renewals,  and  in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to 
increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual  Membership. 

Sec.  II.  The  chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at 
all  the  meetings  of  her  committee  an^  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve,  she  shall  ap- 
point a  substitute. 
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Sec.  12.  AH  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Board  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve, 

Sec.  13.  AH  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

Sec.  14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be 
governed  by  **  Roberts'  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  IV.— Order  of  Bunness. 

The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each  regular 
meeting : 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  CommitteeF-. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

8.  Unfinished  business. 

9.  New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  V,—Real  Estate, 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  bv  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  shall  be  charged  w^ith  the  care 
and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurrfed  by  this  Com- 
mittee of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
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ARTICLE  Vl.^Annual  EUction, 

On  the  .first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  from  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four  nom- 
inations of  directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual  election. 
Each  member  of  the  Union  shall  vote  for  twelve  directors,  and  the  twelve 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected  ;  and  on 
the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  Bve  inspectors  of  election  to 
act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  VW.—Amendments, 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board. 


OFFICERS  FOR   1555-59. 


President^ 

First  Vice-Presidenty    . 
Second  Vice-President, 
Third  Vice-President, 
Recording  Secretary,     . 
Corresponding  Secretary, 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.  E.  H.  BUTTON. 
Mrs.  P.  V.  CARROLL. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 
Mrs.  LILY  LORD  TIFFT. 


Treasurer, Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 


Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend 
Mrs.  Horace  Utley. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Bleistein. 
Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day. 
Mrs.  Leroy  S.  Oatman. 
Mrs.  James  Mooney. 


D  I  RECTORS. 

To  May  i,  1889. 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Buss. 
Mrs.  Charles  Daniels. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Clinton. 
Mrs.  P.  V.  Carroll. 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell. 
Miss  Abby  Grosvenor. 


To  May  i,  1891). 

Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Shepard. 


Mrs.  L.  L.  Tifft. 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton. 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  FiSKE. 
Miss  Nora  Pettibone. 


Mrs.  Abram  Altman. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun. 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon. 
Mrs.  Emmet  Austin. 


Mrs.  A.  W.  Austin. 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict 
Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy. 
Mrs.  Alice  Cooke. 
Mrs.  E.  H.  DuTTON. 
Mrs.  Richard  Flach 


To  May  i,  1891. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Hollister. 

Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Merchant. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Rosenau. 

Mrs.  Henry  Rum  rill. 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Wade. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull. 


STANDING  COMMITTKES,    i888-8q. 

-^^ 

Finance, 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy, Chairman. 

Social    Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.   M.  Ken  YON, Chairman, 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Cooke, Secretary. 

Employment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd, Chairman, 

Mrs.  Leslie  Hewitt, Secretary. 

Domestic    Training. 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, Chairman. 

Hygiene  and   Physical   Culture. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Charles  G.  Williams, Secretary. 

Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach, Chairman. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  WoRTkiNGTON, Secretary. 

Education. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams, Chairman. 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Austin,         Secretary. 

Protection. 

Mrs.  Horace  Utley, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Emmet  Austin, Secretary. 

Library. 

Mrs.  James  Mooney, Chairman. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Secretary. 
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Membership. 
Mrs.  I).  S.  Austin, Chairman. 

Special  Committees— Literary  and  Musical 
Entertainments. 

Mrs.  Hexrv  C.  Fiske, C/iairman. 

Kitchen-Garden. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull, Chairman. 


Legacies    may   be    lost    to     the    Society   by   failure   to 
use  a  proper  form.      We   suggest   the   following 

FOF^M    OF    BEQUEST. 

/    hereby    give    and    bequeath    to    the    If  otnans     Educa- 
tional    and     Industrial     Union    of     Buffalo,    the     sum    of 

and    hereby    authorize     my    Executors 

to    pay    the     same    to    the     person     icho    shall    be    acting 
as    Treasurer   of  said    Society. 


^irTH  •  Annual  •  Report 
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Recording  Secretary Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  LILY  LORD  TIFFT. 

Treasurer Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 


Directors. 

Mrs.  A.  Altman. 

Miss  Abby  Grosvenor. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  HOLLISTER. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kknyon. 

Mrs.  Emmet  Austin. 

Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Merchant. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict.     * 

Mrs.  James  Mooney. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Bleistein. 

Mrs.  Porter  Norton. 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Oatman. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull. 

Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day. 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell. 

Miss  Nora  Pettibone. 

Mrs.  P.  V.  Carroll. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Clinton. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Rosenau. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd. 

Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill. 

Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Shepard. 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy. 

Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft. 

Mrs.  Chas-  Daniels. 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsknd 

Mrs.  E.  H.  DUTTON. 

Mrs.  Horace  Utley. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  FiSKE. 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Wade, 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams. 

Superintendent  to  February  i,  1889,  Miss  Ada  L.  Hudson. 
Present  Superintendent^  Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis. 


STANDING   COMMITTEES,   1888-1889. 


Finance. 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy .  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend.  Mrs.  A.  Altman. 

Mrs.  T.  S.  Fassett.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Button. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore.  Mrs.  D.  S.  Rosenau. 

Mrs.  Daniel  O'Dav. 

Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon Chairman. 

Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke Secretary, 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore.  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hussey. 

Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day.  Mrs.  John  Slote. 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Cook.  Mrs.  Theo.  Grehling. 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Hurlburt.  Mrs.  S.  P.  Buss. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Bleistein.  Mrs.  W.  B.  Kenyon. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Bridgman.  Miss  Louise  Crissy. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutton. 

Employment. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  CODD Chairman, 

Mrs.  Leslie  Hewht Secretary, 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Austin.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Pierce. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown.  Mrs.  George  Weed. 
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Miss  Emily  J.  Hawkins.  Miss  Ida  Bender. 
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Mrs.  Richard  Flach Chairman. 
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Mrs.  Frank  Weppner.  Miss  Sarah  Taggart. 

Mrs.  O.  Jennings.  Mrs.  William  Keller. 

Miss  Kate  Albro.  Mrs.  S.  S.  Green. 
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Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams Chairman. 
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Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker.  Mrs.  E.  S.  Prosskr. 
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Library. 

Mrs.  James  Mooney Chairman, 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict Secretary, 

Mrs.  I.  G.  Bidwell.  Miss  Matilda  Karnes. 

Miss  Eliza  McGowan.  Miss  Anna  Felton. 

Miss  Belle  McGowan.  Miss  Bessie  Codd. 

Miss  Josephine  Lewis. 
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Mrs.  Horace  Utley Chaimtan, 

Mrs.  Emmet  Austin Secretary, 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend.  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Merchant. 

Mrs.  Leroy  S.  Oatman.  Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Shepard.  Mrs.  James  Mooney. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  HoLLKTER.  Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Weeks.  Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams. 
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Mrs.  M.  C.  Bailey.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington. 
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Nathaniel  S.  Rosenau.  Hon.  Jacob  Stern. 
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Domestic  Training. 
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Mrs.  M.  C.  Bailey.  Mrs.  E.  P.  Bache. 
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Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin Chairman, 
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Mrs.  Ira  Ormsby.  Mrs.  D.  J.  Stickney. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Newman.  Mrs.  J.  F.  Shaw.  , 

Miss  Elizabeth  Sakford.  Mrs.  C.  O.  Rano. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge.  Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 

Mrs.  H.  Tillinghast.  Mrs.  M.  P.  Ball, 

Miss  Gertrude  Oatman.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Mattice. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Jenkins.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington. 


Special  Committees. 

Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  FisKE  . .  Chairman, 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun.  Mrs.  H.  M.  Montgomery. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Walker. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Conner.  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Merchant. 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Windsor.  Mrs.  L.  F.  Kendall. 

Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill.  Miss  Annie  McMillan. 

Miss  Anna  Felton.  Miss  Helen  M.  Judd. 
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Kitchen-Garden. 
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Mrs.  C.  A.  Dickey Secretary, 
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Miss  Nora  Evans.  Miss  Edith  B.  Wilson. 

Miss  Frances  L.  Greiner.  Miss  Adda  Hadley. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Meeker.  Miss  Anna  Tilden. 
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Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke Chairman. 

Miss  Haitie  Lay.  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dickey. 

Mrs.  T.  C.  Davis.  Miss  Kate  V.  Albro. 

Mrs.  S.  S.  MuLFORD.  Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore. 

Mrs  L.  J.  Fox.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hull. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Parrish.  Mrs.  Leroy  Kendall. 

Mrs.  C.  O.  Rano.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Plummer,  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Brinker.  Mrs.  A.  R,  James. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Tucker.  Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Ken  yon. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Tyler.  Mrs.  W.  J.  Hall. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Address  of  the  President, 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,   held  May  14TH,   1889. 


Members  and  Friends  of  the  Women's  Educational 
AND  Industrial  Union  : 

*'  We  live  in  deeds,  not  years  ;  in  thoug^hts,  not  breaths  ; 
In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial." 

Five  years  of  existence  in  the  life  of  an  individual  seems 
like  a  fleeting  dream,  when  it  is  pa$t,  but  the  life  of  an 
Association,  like  the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial 
Union,  represents  that  of  many  individuals,  and  we  contem- 
plate the  results  of  five  years  of  concerted  effort  in  behalf 
of  humanity  with  joy  and  gratitude.  To  fully  estimate 
and  record  them,  for  the  enlightenment  of  those  whose 
interest  we  would  gain  and  whose  future  help  we  need,  is  a 
difficult  task.  Associative  life  for  women  has  made  won- 
derful progress  during  the  last  decade.  There  exist  in  our 
country  twelve  Women's  Unions,  of  which  ours  was  the 
second,  and  we  celebrate  to-day  only  our  fifth  anniversary. 
The   need   of    such   organizations   is   fully   demonstrated 
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when  we  state  this  fact,  their  place  in  the  ranks  of  those 
who  do  battle  against  ignorance  and  sin  is  fairly  won. 
While  rejoicing  as  we  do  over  the  practical  work  accom- 
plished by  the  Buffalo  Union,  we  realize  that  there  are 
many  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  every  association 
which  has  for  its  avowed  purpose  the  education  and  eleva- 
tion of  all  women.  Even  the  rapid  advance  of  civilization 
during  the  last  half  century  has  been  unable  to  uproot  all 
of  the  old-time  prejudice,  and  in  our  free  country  there 
still  exists  snobbery  in  some  of  its  worst  phases.  We  meet 
those  who  affirm  that  the  Union's  system  of  offering  equal 
advantages  to  all  women  is  pernicious  in  its  effects.  They 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  "we  should  not  educate  the 
poor  girl  above  her  station  in  life  ;  "  the  protective  work  is 
condemned,  it  is  claimed  to  show  sympathy  to  the  careless 
and  unprincipled  servant,  and  so  prove  unjust  to  the  em- 
ployer. It  is  unwise,  continue  the  critics,  to  allow  the  rich 
and  the  poor  the  benefit  of  classes  at  the  same  rate.  That 
is  unjust  to  the  teacher  ;  the  scholar  should  pay  according 
to  her  means.  "  If  the  dependent  girl  is  taught  type-writ- 
ing, book-keeping,  and  stenography,  where  shall  we  look 
for  our  cooks  and  house-maids  ? "  There  are  other  com- 
plaints to  which  it  is  not  worth  while  to  give  a  passing 
thought.  Many  who  thus  recklessly  criticise  have  never 
crossed  the  Union's  threshold  ;  they  do  not  appreciate  that 
in  every  case  presented  to  the  Protective  Committee 
thorough  investigation  is  made,  and  that  the  exposition  of 
frauds  is  as  important  to  the  employer  as  the  redressing 
of  wrongs  to  the  servant ;  they  never  visit  the  Kitchen 
Garden  where  the  children  of  our  poorest  families  are  so 
carefully  trained  in  all  the  duties  of  housekeeping. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  rich  woman  who  avails  herself 
of  the  advantages  of  the  Union  at   a  low   rate,  has   the 


privilege  of  making  return  in  other  ways  for  all  she 
receives.  She  can  become  a  sustaining  member,  give  time 
and  strength  to  committee  work,  her  influence  may  be 
exerted  to  interest  others.  How  indignantly  these  fault- 
finders would  resent  the  impudence  of  a  shop-keeper  who, 
before  naming  the  price  of  his  goods,  should  ask  the  ques- 
tion, "  What  are  your  circumstances,  Madam  ? "  Teachers 
do  not  injure  themselves  by  teaching  at  a  lower  rate  for  the 
Union ;  reputation  and  experience  are  gained  thereby, 
intercourse  with  all  classes  broadens  and  develops  them. 

We  might  give  reasonable  answer  to  all  these  discon- 
tented grumblers,  whose  self-appointed  mission  it  is  to 
criticise  new  methods  of  reform,  but  Charles  Kingsley,  in 
his  own  strong  way,  has  answered  them  all  when  he  says  : 
**What  is  good  for  the  rich  man  is  good  for  the  poor. 
Over-education  ?  And  what  of  that  ?  What  if  the  poor 
be  raised  above  their  station  ?  What  right  have  we  to  keep 
them  down?  How  long  have  they  been  our  born  thralls  in 
soul  as  well  as  body  ?  What  right  have  we  to  say  that  they 
shall  know  no  higher  recreation  than  the  hogs,  because, 
forsooth,  if  we  raised  them  they  might  refuse  to  work  for  us  ? 
Are  we  to  fix  how  far  their  minds  are  to  be  developed  ?  Has 
not  God  fixed  it  for  us  when  He  gave  them  the  same  pas- 
sions, talents,  tastes  as  our  own  ? " 

For  information  as  to  what  our  Union  has  accomplished 
we  refer  to  reports  already  published  and  to  those  which 
you  are  waiting  to  hear.  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  sum- 
mary in  this  brief  address  which  would  do  justice'  to  the 
subject. 

The  Employment  Bureau  has  found,  without  charge, 
positions  for  twelve  hundred  women. 

The  Protective  Department  has  collected  for  friendless 
women  over  six  thousand  dollars.     It  has  assisted  to  secure 


L 


lO 

a  Police  Matron,  placed  two  efficient  women  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  our  State  Insane  Asylum,  and  given  hearty 
co-operation  to  those  who  have  endeavored  to  secure  school 
reform.  An  effort  has  been  made  in  behalf  of  the  elevation 
of  domestic  service.  The  Philanthrophic  Committee  has 
befriended  many  destitute  families. 

The  Union  has  organized  and  carried  on  a  well-equipped 
Sargent  Gymnasium,  gathered  and  maintained  a  Free 
Library — in  fact,  given  social,  intellectual  and  physical 
development  to  women  without  regard  to  class,  sect  or 
position. 

We  rejoice  to-day  over  the  fact  that,  within  the  past  three 
years,  the  practical  work  of  this  Association  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  liberal  citizens  of  Buffalo,  and  that  by 
their  aid  it  owns  to-day  a  valuable  property  entirely  free 
from  debt.  For  the  improved  appearance  of  the  exterior 
of  the  building  we  are  indebted  to  a  generous  friend  wha 
has  always  been  loyal  to  the  work.  To  the  women  of  our 
city  this  home  belongs,  it  opens  wide  its  hospitable  doors 
and  extends  welcome  to  all. 

Our  work  is  only  well  begun,  the  struggle  to  pay  the 
debt  is  over,  and  our  energies  must  now  be  directed  to 
other  vital  interests.  We  must  become  self-supporting 
through  an  increased  annual  and  sustaining  membership. 
Gifts  and  bequests  will  be  needed.  The  Protective,  the 
Domestic  Training,  Physical  Culture,  and  other  depart- 
ments, would  fain  enlarge  their  borders.  There  can  be  no 
cessation  of  effort,  in  an  enterprise  like  this,  and  the  burden 
of  debt  once  lifted  should  never  again  be  assumed.  The 
Union  must  reach  out  only  as  far  as  means  shall  justify  ta 
the  many  fields  which  lie  ready  for  its  seed. 

Julia  Ward  Howe,  in  speaking  to  women,  has  said  :  "If 
we  represent  an  honest  purpose,  a  belief  that  our  united 
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effort  can  acoomplish  something  useful  for  society,  then  the 
greatest  strength  is  ours^  the  strength  of  good  faith  and 
good  intention." 

On  this  happy  day,  rejoicing  as  never  before  in  the  har- 
vest gathered,  we  extend  a  hearty  fellowship,  not  only  to 
our  sister  Unions  scattered  from  Maine  to  California,  but  to 
all  the  bands  of  earnest  women  in  our  midst.  Their 
methods  of  work  may  be  different  from  ours,  their  objects 
unlike,  yet  we  believe  that  all  are  actuated  by  the  same 
principle — a  desire  to  make  the  world  better. 

HARRIET   A.  TOWNSEND, 

President. 


Report  of  the  Secretary. 


The  outline  of  the  year's  work  of  the  Union  which  con- 
stitutes the  Secretary's  report,  must  of  necessity  be  in 
many  ways  a  repetition  of  the  record  of  previous  years, 
although  no  season  passes  without  opening  new  fields  of 
labor,  while  the  work  already  in  hand  constantly  increases, 
and  ever  demands  a  greater  degree  of  time  and  activity.  A 
work  not  undertaken  by  the  Union  exclusively,  but  in  which 
it  had  taken  an  active  part,  has  been  the  attempt  to  secure 
legislative  enactment  requiring  the  appointment  of  a  Board 
of  School  Examiners.  This  failed  a  year  ago  through  the 
non-actiori  of  the  governor,  and  now  depends  on  the 
entire  scheme  of  Charter  Revision.  The  publication  of 
Miss  Ripley's  book,  "  Household  Service,"  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Union,  although  seemingly  a  new  depart- 
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ure,  is  in  reality  what  the  author  says  in  the  preface,  an 
**  outgrowth  of  the  protective  work,"  and  is  designed  to 
elevate  the  relations  between  mistress  and  maid — relations 
which  furnish  the  greater  part  of  the  work  brought  to  our 
Protective  Committee. 

The  annual  election  of  twelve  Directors,  held  May  i, 
1888,  brought  few  changes  in  the  Board.  The  retiring 
members  were  Mrs.  John  Blocher  and  Mrs.  William  Brown  ; 
these  were  succeeded  by  Mrs.  A.  W.  Austin  and  Mrs.  Alice 
Cooke.  At  a  special  meeting,  held  May  3d,  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  year  :  President,  Mrs.  George  . 
W.  Townsend  ;  ist  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams; 
2d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  E.  H,  Button  ;  3d  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  P.  V.  Carroll ;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Ellie  J. 
Shepard  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft  ; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill.  But  one  resignation  from 
the  Board  has  been  received  during  the  year — that  of  Miss 
Pettibone,  who  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Emily  P.  Bache. 
Twelve  regular  and  three  special  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  have  been  held  with  an  average  attendance  of 
nineteen.  One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  women  have 
served  on  the  thirteen  committees,  and  the  Superintendent's 
books  show  a  registry  of  799  members  and  277  visitors. 

There  have  been  three  new  committees  formed  :  One 
standing  committee  on  Membership  and  two  special  com- 
mittees on  Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments  and 
Reception  respectively.  These  have  added  much  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  work  carried  on.  It  has  been  found 
necessary  to  convert  one  of  the  three  rooms,  formerly 
rented  as  studios,  into  a  class  and  committee  room,  for 
the  use  of  the  Educational  Department,  and  it  is  only  a 
question  of  a  short  time  when  the  work  of  the  Union  will 
outgrow  the  entire  available  space  in  the  building,  which 
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seemed  adequate  to  all  needs  for  years  to  come  when  we 
came  into  it  less  than  three  years  ago. 

The  Superintendent  retired  February  ist  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis. 

The  Board  wishes  to  express  its  sincere  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  its  many  benefactors ;  to  the  local  press, 
which  has  ever  been  ready  throughout  the  five  years  to 
extend  its  generotfs  aid  to  the  Union  ;  to  its  legal  advisers, 
who  have  contributed  fredy  of  time  and  talents,  and  to  its 
many  friends  and  well-wishers,  who  have  recently  shown 
substantial  proofs  of  good-will. 

In  reading  over  the  reports  of  my  predecessor,  I  find  the 
following  statement:  "The  first  of  March,  1887,  was  a 
happy  day  for  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  celebrated  the 
anniversary  of  the  raising  of  the  $12,000,  by  an  informal 
luncheon.  All  were  gratified  by  the  announcement  that 
all  indebtedness  for  repairs  was  cancelled,  leaving  only 
the  mortgage  to  be  provided  for.'*  To-day  by  another 
informal  luncheon  we  have  celebrated  not  only  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Union,  but  the  pay- 
ment in  full  of  the  mortgage,  leaving  us  free  of  debt  and 
ready  to  start  the  year's  work  with  renewed  courage. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 

Recording  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


The  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union, 

In  Account  With  • 

Jennie   Rumrill,  Treasurer, 

General  Y\:y{Y>,— Disbursements, 
May  I,  1889. 
To  paid  Printing,  Advertising,  Postage,  Station- 
ery, Plumbers'  Bill,  etc $460. 86 

Superintendent's  Salary 352.00 

Janitor's  Salary 475 .00 

Gas  Co.,  $107.10.    Water,  $21.75 128.85 

Insurance,  $51.20.     Local  Taxes,  $15.77. .  66.97 

Interest  on  Mortgage 140. 24 

Carpenter  Work 99 .05 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee. . .  1,066.37 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee 10.00 

Educational  Committee 450.05 

Protective  Committee 6. 77 

Library  Committee 10.06 

Entertainment  Committee 10.00 

Domestic  Training 122 .04 

I3.398.20 

Cash  on  hand  May  i,  1889 612.17 

$4,010.37 
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Receipts, 
May  I,  1888. 

By  Cash  on  hand $314.99 

May  I,  1889. 

Annual  Memberships 752 .00 

Sustaining  Memberships 470.00 

Cash  Donations 8 .40 

Interest » 4. 78 

Rent  of  Rooms 390.00 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee. . .  1,407.97 

Educational  Committee 434-64 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee 20.00 

Employment  Committee i .  50 

Domestic  Training  Committee 91 .09 

Returned  from  Mortgage  Fund 115. 00 

3.695.38 


$4.010.37 

Mortgage  Fund.  — Disbursements. 
May  I,  1889. 

To  Loan  returned  to  General  Fund 115. 00 

1,000  Postage  Stamps 20.00 

Paid  Mortgage  to  Erie  County  Savings  Bank 

in  Full 5,500.00 

Paid  Interest  on  Mortgage  in  Full 131*52 

$5,766.52 

Receipts, 
May  I,  1889. 

By  Cash  Donations $5.576 . 52 

Cash  Ripley  Book  Fund 165.00 

Cash  from  General  Fund 25 .00 

$5,766.52 
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Ripley  Book  Fund — Disbursements. 
May  I,  1889. 

To  Paid  The  Courier  Co.,  for  Publishing 233.50 

Postage  and  Express  Charges 4.00 

Mortgage  Fund 165 .00 

$402.50 

Cash  on  hand  May  I,  1889 5*75 

I408.25 

Receipts. 

May  I,  1889. 

By  Advertisements $326 .  25 

Sale  of  Books 82.00 

I408.25 

Piano  Fund. 
May  I,  1889. 
By  Cash  on  hand $75.00 

Permanent  Fund. 
May  I,  1889. 
By  Cash  on  hand    $50.00 


Examined  and  approved : 

HARRIET  C.  CRISSY. 


HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND,  )   ^    ^., 

>  Auditors, 


Committee  on  Finance. 


This  day  is  one  peculiarly  fitted  for  rejoicing  and  con- 
gratulations. It  commemorates  our  financial  independence 
and  the  end  of  our  financial  troubles.  It  is  the  recompense 
for  a  vast  amount  of  energetic  work,  the  results  which  will 
endure  as  a  living  monument  to  womanly  determination, 
intelligently  worked  out ;  and  a  monument,  too,  to  the 
generous  liberality  of  the  men  and  women  of  Buffalo. 

In  March,  1886,  an  offer  was  made  for  the  Babcock 
property,  $10,000  down,  and  assuming  the  mortgage  held 
by  the  Erie  Savings  Bank  for  $8,000.  This  offer  was 
accepted,  and  on  the  1 2th  of  March  payment  was  made 
and  the  papers  drawn.  Payments  upon  the  mortgage  have 
been  made  on  the  following  dates  : 

1886,  July  I $1,000.00 

1887,  April  7. 500.00 

1888,  April  30 1,000.00 

1888,  October  6 2,000.00 

1888,  November  3 1,000.00 

1889,  February  7 400.00 

1889,  April  2 1,400.00 

1889,  May  4 700.00 

|8,ooo.oo 

Total  cost  of  Building ....  $18,000.00 

Repairs  and  Improvements 2,025  •  95 

Interest  on  Mortgage 836 .  39 

City  Taxes 488.27 

Local  Taxes 17.16 


i8 

A  fresh  inspiration  was  given  us  this  year  by  a  promise 
from  our  friend  Mrs.  Blocher  to  paint  the  house  as  soon  as 
the  mortgage  was  paid.  It  served  as  a  watchword  to 
rally  us  more  strongly  for  the  final  effort.  How  well  she 
kept  her  promise  every  one  can  see — our  house  is  so  gay 
in  its  new  dress. 

Seated  here  beneath  our  own  roof- tree,  and  in  this 
goodly  edifice,  not  one  single  brick  of  which  may  now  be 
claimed  by  a  stranger's  hand,  we  may  well  join  hearts  and 
hands  in  jubliant  felicitation.  In  the  light  of  a  great  labor 
successfully  accomplished  there  mingles  a  feeling  akin  to 
regret,  like  Alexander's  sigh  of  self-commiseration,  that 
there  are  no  more  worlds  to  conquer.  But  there  need  be 
no  idling.  We  have  conquered  our  great  problem  of 
finance.  Let  us  now  go  forth  to  service  as  valiant  in  those 
other  fields  where  victories  as  great  remain  to  be  won. 
Thus  shall  we  best  accomplish  the  mission  of  our  organiza- 
tion,  thus  best  reward  the  generosity  of  those  who  have 
given  the  Union  substantial  aid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 

Chairman. 
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Committee  on  Social  Affairs. 


In  May,  1888,  the  Social  Affairs  Committee  was  divided, 
and  a  special  committee,  called  Literary  and  Entertainment, 
formed,  leaving  to  Social  Affairs  the  duty  of  providing 
refreshments  and  receiving  and  serving  guests  at  all  recep- 
tions. The  work  accomplished  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
July  6th  a  reception  was  given  to  the  Conference  of  Chari- 
ties. A  large  number  of  guests  were  present,  and  con- 
gratulations and  words  of  encouragement  were  expressed 
by  all.  In  October  occurred  the  annual  reception.  The 
several  members  of  the  committee  were  appointed  to  special 
work,  and  everything  was  successfully  carried  out. 

On  February  2  2d  a  patriotic  reception  was  given  in 
honor  of  Washington's  birthday,  and  the  publication  of 
Miss  Ripley's  book,  "  Household  Service  "  ;  the  house  was 
beautifully  decorated  with  flags  and  bunting.  May  7,  1889, 
was  the  day  of  the  annual  election.  Light  refreshments 
were  served  from  12  to  7  p.  m. 

The  ELeception  Committee,  a  special  committee,  with 
Mrs.  Alice  Cooke  as  chairman,  has  been  very  successful  in 
bringing  together  members  who  would  otherwise  have  been 
strangers,  and  interesting  them  in  the  work  of  the  Union. 
The  duties  of  this  committee  were,  for  each  woman  to  give 
one  day  of  each  month,  to  assist  the  Superintendent  at  the 
Union,  and  to  be  present,  receive  and  serve  at  receptions. 
Twenty-five  women  pledged  themselves  to  this  work,  and, 
with  few  exceptions  on  account  of  unavoidable  causes,  the 
duties  have  been  faithfully  performed. 

MRS.  L.  M.  KENYON, 

Alice  A.  Cooke,  Chair  man. 

Secretary. 


Committee  on  Employment. 


The  work  of  this  department  is  much  the  same,  year 
after  year.  It  calls  for  the  investigation  of  all  applicants 
for  work,  and  when  you  consider  the  hundreds  who  apply 
to  the  Union,  you  can  understand  that  that  alone  represents 
work  for  the  committee. 

We  encourage  those  who  are  helpless  and  disheartened, 
trying  to  battle  with  poverty  and  misfortune,  point  to  the 
bright  and  hopeful  side,  and  help  them,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  realize  it.  It  assists  greatly  in  our  work,  as  it  becomes 
more  generally  known,  that  the  Union  can  furnish  good 
help  of  all  kinds  from  clerkships  to  day's  work. 

The  Mending  Department,  which  was  organized  January, 
1888,  furnishes  employment  as  well  as  being  a  convenience 
to  the  public.  It  has  been  a  little  more  than  self-sup- 
porting. 

In  the  last  year  we  have  fully  realized  the  benefit  of  our 
circulars  cautioning  women  against  fraudulent  firms.  We 
have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  from  women  ask- 
ing us  to  mvestigate  advertisements.  One  can  hardly 
credit  the  number  of  frauds  perpetrated  under  the  name  of 
"  Work  at  Home." 

The  number  of  applicants  for  employment  has  been 
larger  than  any  preceding  year.  Of  551  applications,  400 
have  been  furnished  employment,  and  in  nearly  all  cases 
satisfaction  has  been  expressed  by  the  employers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  CODD, 

Chairman, 


Committee  on  Domestic  Training. 


The  subject  of  Domestic  Training  is  prolific  of  many 
thoughts,  great  responsibility  and  constant  endeavor. 

The  experience  of  the  past  few  months  has  demonstrated 
the  fact  that  there  is  much  to  learn,  both  by  mistress  and 
maid,  and  one  of  the  most  interesting  occupations  of  my 
life  has  been  the  management  of  our  Union's  Domestic 
Training  Department,  supported  as  I  have  been  by  a  com- 
mittee of  women  of  experience  and  ability. 

Our  duty,  as  stated  in  the  By-Laws,  is  to  "  provide  by 
classes  or  other  methods  such  instructions  as  shall  exalt 
household  labor,"  and  to  this  end  three  divisions  were 
formed  :  Paying  Cooking  Class,  Free  Cooking  Class,  and 
Kitchen  Garden. 

The  first  was  designed  to  instruct  young  housekeepers 
in  the  art  of  cooking,  that  they  might  become  competent 
to  prepare  and  serve  various  dishes  with  their  own  hands, 
and  as  a  consequence  be  able  to  intelligently  direct  those 
whom  they  employed. 

Two  courses  of  ten  lessons  each  were  given,  one  in  plain 
and  one  in  advanced  cooking,  and  the  price  of  admission 
was  made  very  small,  $2.00  and  $3.00  for  each  course. 

The  first  course  was  devoted  to  a  mastery  of  simple 
dishes  and  the  work  preliminary  to  cooking.  To  the 
initiated  a  lesson  in  fire-building  may  seem  a  superfluity, 
but  a  striking  instance  of  the  ignorance  of  the  simplest 
operations  of  the  kitchen  is  to  be  found  in  the  inquiry  of 
one  young  woman  (not  in  our  classes,  however),  as  to  what 
number  thread  was  best  for  basting  meat  ? 
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The  attendance  upon  this  course  averaged  eight,  though 
many  more  names  were  enrolled  on  the  books. 

The  second  course  consisted  of  dainty  and  complicated 
dishes,  salads,  paties,  croquettes,  etc.,  and  twenty-two 
persons  took  advantage  of  the  instruction  offered,  the 
average  attendance  being  seven. 

Two  young  women,  daughters  of  families  whose  names 
are  prominently  identified  with  our  city,  took  entire  charge 
of  these  classes,  and  their  efficiency  and  faithfulness  is 
proved  by  their  success. 

As  the  mistress  has  received  practical  instruction  and 
valuable  suggestions  for  directing  her  household,  so  the 
little  children  have  been  preparing  themselves  for  house- 
maids, waitresses  and  cooks.  The  Kitchen  Garden  was 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Bach  assisted  by  an  able  corps 
of  teachers.  Forty-eight  little  girls,  ranging  in  age  from 
five  to  ten  years,  came  regularly  every  Saturday  to  learn 
how  to  set  a  table,  wash  dishes,  sweep,  make  beds,  laundry 
and  sew.  Many  of  these  little  women  were  obliged  to 
scrub  the  floors  of  their  own  homes  before  they  were 
allowed  to  come,  and  then  they  had  a  distance  of  two  or 
three  miles  to  walk.  They  came,  however,  with  radiant 
faces  and  willing  hands,  and  heartily  enjoyed  their  lessons 
and  the  bowl  of  bread  and  milk  that  followed.  The  habits 
of  neatness  and  order  and  systematic  labor  that  the  teachers 
have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  children 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  lasting  benefit,  whether  they  are  em- 
ployed in  their  own  homes  or  in  those  of  others. 

When  the  members  of  the  Kitchen  Garden  arrive  at  a 
suitable  age  and  competency  they  are  advanced,  if  they  are 
inclined,  to  the  Free  Cooking  Class. 

Over  twenty  names  were  recorded  on  the  books  of  the 
Free  Cooking  Class,  of  girls  not  more  than  fifteen  nor  less 
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than  ten  years  of  age.  Twenty  lessons  were  taught  and  it 
was  the  aim  of  the  committee  to  give  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  plain  cooking.  Members  of  the  committee  and  a  few 
other  ladies  gave  the  instruction.  It  is  gratifying  to  note 
the  improvement  in  the  appearance  and  manner  of  the  little 
people  during  the  course  of  the  winter.  The  refining 
influence  of  the  women  who  had  them  in  charge  is  notice- 
able in  many  ways,  and  is  as  pleasing  as  it  is  desirable. 

A  new  departure  was  taken  in  this  year's  training  in 
order  that  it  might  be  seen  if  the  children  could  practice 
what  they  had  been  taught.  Two  luncheons  were  prepared 
and  served  entirely  by  the  children  during  the  course,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  season  an  examination  dinner  was  given 
which  proved,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  ability  of  the  pupils. 

Not  the  least  interesting  phase  of  this  work,  is  the 
knowledge  that  the  instruction  given  has  been  carried  into 
the  homes  of  the  girls,  and  several  of  the  pupils  have 
already  been  employed  as  waitresses  and  nurses. 

Many  generous  donations  were  received.  They  com- 
prised provisions,  cooking  utensils  and  money — many  were 
voluntary  offerings  and  others  were  the  cheerful  and  gener- 
ous response  to  solicitations — and  our  present  success  gives 
us  confidence  and  hope  for  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HATTIE   CALDWELL, 

Chairfnan. 


Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical 
Culture. 
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The  work  of  the  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Commit- 
tee is  gradually  increasing  in  scope  and  value,  and  as 
people  become  more  familiar  with  the  laws  of  health,  so 
much  more  is  this  branch  of  the  Union's  work  appreciated. 
The  committee  made  a  departure  from  their  former  lecture 
subjects  this  season.  Securing  the  services  of  Prof.  Pohl- 
man,  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  "  Chemistry  of  Cookery  " 
was  planned  and  successfully  carried  out.  The  speaker 
illustrated  by  practical  demonstration  the  chemical  changes 
food  undergoes  during  the  process  of  cookery.  These 
lectures  are  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  given  in  this  country 
and  attracted  more  than  a  local  notice,  the  reports  given  in 
our  daily  papers  being  copied  into  several  New  York, 
Chicago  and  other  papers. 

Beginning  Friday,  November  9th,  a  lecture  was  given 
each  month  by  one  of  our  women  physicians  on  "The 
Structure  of  the  Human  Body,"  illustrated  by  the  manikin. 
The  lecturers  took  up  different  portions  of  the  anatomy, 
speaking  of  the  hygiene,  etc.,  of  the  organs  of  the  body. 

In  February  a  lecture  was  given  by  Mrs.  Annie  Jenness 
Miller  on  "  Hygienic  Dress."  Through  the  kindness  of 
Mrs.  Hartt,  Principal  of  the  Buffalo  Female  Academy,  the 
lecture  was  given  in  Goodell  Hall,  the  lecture-room  of  the 
Union  being  too  limited  to  accommodate  the  audience,  and 
even  Goodell  Hall  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity.  As 
a  local  paper  reports  it,  "Women  stood  on  chairs  and 
perched  on  window-casings  to  hear  and  see  the  exponent 
of  *  Dress  Reform.' "     The  lecture  was  a  success  in  every 
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way,  and  many  have  already  adopted  Mrs.  Miller's  "  hygi- 
enic dress." 

The  committee  have  secured  Mrs.  Miller's  services  for 
two  lectures  to  be  given  in  the  coming  fall,  one  of  which 
will  be  given  to  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  dates  and 
subjects  of  the  season's  lectures  are  as  follows: 

Structure  of  the  Human  Body,  Illustrated  by  the  Manikin. 

Friday,  November  9th,  Dr.  Sarah  Morris. 
Friday,  December  2d,  Dr.  Jessie  Shepard. 
Friday,  January  4th,  Miss  Ida  Bender. 
Friday,  March  ist,  Dr.  E.  Whipple. 
Friday,  April  5th,  Dr.  Bina  Potter. 

Chemistry  of  Cookery — Prof.  Julius  Pohlman. 

Monday,  January  7,  Chemistry  of  Food. 
Monday,  January  14,  Chemistry  of  Cooking  Fluids. 
Monday,  January  21,  Chemistry  of  Starches  and  Sugars. 
Monday,  January  28,  Chemistry  of  Roasting  and  Baking. 
Monday,  February  4,  Chemistry  of  Flour  and  Meats. 

Hygienic  Dress. 
February  26th,  Mrs.  Annie  Jenness  Miller. 

The  third  year  of  Gymnasium  work  is  about  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  the  committee  are  glad  to  report  a  most  suc- 
cessful year,  added  interest  in  physical  culture  and  excellent 
results  of  work  done  in  this  department.  The  Gymnasium 
has  been  filled  all  the  season  with  earnest,  enthusiastic 
pupils.  Miss  Foster,  who  still  continues  in  charge  and 
whose  services  we  hope  to  retain  indefinitely,  inspires  her 
pupils  with  the  same  love  for  her  work  which  she  herself 
possesses.  Additional  lockers  and  dressing-rooms  were 
added  during  the  winter  and,  should  our  patronage  increase 
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in  the  future  as  it  has  in  the  past,  we  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  still  further  enlarge  our  quarters.  Thursday  evenings 
April  1 2th,  a  public  demonstration  of  the  Gymnasium  work 
was  given,  which  was  enjoyed  by  both  spectators  and 
pupils,  the  latter  being  loth  to  leave  the  practice-room  even 
after  an  hour  and  a  half  of  vigorous  exercise. 

The  committee  do  not  depend  on  lengthy  reports  to  sub- 
stantiate the  statement  made  in  regard  to  their  work,  but 
invite  the  public  to  come  and  inspect  the  results  for  them- 
selves. The  Gymnasium  is  by  no  means  for  children  only, 
nor  even  for  round-shouldered,  sallow  school-girls.  The 
healthiest  of  young  girls  find  a  recreation  there  which 
keeps  them  straight  and  strong  and  merry ;  and  ladies  as 
well,  with  hours  reserved  for  their  less-romping  form  of 
exercise,  learn  that  "  the  law  of  gradual  growing  is  a  law 
that  never  tires,"  and,  long  after  the  gymnasium  practice 
has  ceased,  the  wave  of  increased  health  carries  them  safely 
through  murderous  lists  of  engagements  and  makes  a  walk 
down-town  a  pleasure  instead  of  a  dread.  Very  satisfactory 
improvements  have  appeared  in  the  straightening  of  uneven 
shoulder-blades  and  lateral  curvatures.  The  work  in  this 
department  is  vastly  aided  by  the  fact  that  "  double  rings  *' 
and  "swinging  on  the  bar"  are  intensely  popular  exercises. 

But  one  complaint  has  reached  our  ears  this  year,  and  that 
represents  a  general  feeling  among  the  frequenters  of  our 
pleasant  room,  "  Only  ten  days  more  !  Oh,  why  don't  you 
keep  open  all  summer  ?"  We  believe  in  work  and  rest,  and 
change  of  work;  so,  during  the  winter,  we  strive  to  increase 
chest  measures  and  breathing  capacity,  and  in  summer  we 
send  our  girls  off  to  the  woods  and  fields  and  open  air,  to 
draw  in  more  cubic  inches  of  oxygen  than  ever  before. 

Miss  Foster  has  taken  a  few  second  measurements,  show- 
the  most  gratifying  results.     One  girl  of  thirteen  years  in 
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three  months  gained  one  and  three-fourths  inches  in  chest 

measure  and  five-eighths  inches  in  girth  of  arms  and  five 
and  three-fourths  inches  in  weight. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  list  of  five  pupils,  taken  as 
they  come  in  order  of  measurement : 

Girl  of  ten  in  three  and  one-half  months. 

Weight 3  K  lbs. 

Height %  inch. 

Chest  Girth i^     " 

Waist %     " 

Arms A     *' 

Breadth  Shoulders %     * ' 

Capacity  of  Lungs i8      cu.  in. 

Strength  of  Back 62.5  per  ct. 

Strength  of  Legs 45-2      ** 

Forearms,  each 18.4 

Girl  of  twelve^  in  two  and  one-half  months. 

Height I      inch. 

Chest ^A     " 

Chest  Full I K     " 

Ninth  Rib  (breathing  measure) i  ^     " 

Arms,  each Yi     " 

Strength  of  Back 24      per  ct. 

Strength  of  Legs 12X     '* 

Strength  of  Chest 100 

Girl  of  thirteen^  in  three  months. 

Weight 5^  lbs. 

Height %  inch. 

Chest I  ^ 

Waist » iT*tf 

Hips lA 

Arms,  each % 

Breadth  of  Shoulders % 

Capacity  of  Lungs 10     cu.  in. 

Strength  of  Back^ 43-5  pcr  ct. 

Strength  of  Legs 25.5      '* 
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Girt  of  twelve^  in  six  months. 

Weight \\%  lbs. 

Height I      inch. 

Chest  Girth i 

Chest  Girth,  Expanded lyV     *' 

Waist I 

Hips i^     •' 

Right  Arm y\     * ' 

Left  Arm yV     ** 

Breadth  of  Shoulders }i     * ' 

Capacity  of  Lungs 24      cu.  in. 

Strength  of  Back no      per  ct. 

Strength  of  Legs 109         ' ' 

Strength  of  Forearms 60        * ' 

In  gymnasiums  properly  conducted  no  effort  is  now  put 
forth  to  make  athletes,  or  to  develop  the  body  mordinately 
in  one  direction.  To  make  girls  muscular  is  not  attempted, 
but  with  two  or  three  hours  a  week  of  judiciously  directed 
physical  exercise,  regularly  taken,  followed  by  a  refreshing 
bath,  the  body  can  be  kept  in  good  running  order,  and 
harmony  of  development  be  secured,  which  is.  the  end  we 
aim  at. 

Margaret  Fuller,  writing  in  her  diary  of  some  improve- 
ments in  physical  training,  said  :  "  If  we  had  only  been  as 
well  brought  up  in  these  respects.  It  was  not  my  mother's 
fault  that  she,  a  young,  untaught,  country  girl,  was  ignorant 
of  every  physical  law,  but  I  can't  help  mourning  sometimes 
that  my  bodily  life  should  have  been  so  destroyed  by  the 
ignorance  of  both  my  parents." 

Mothers,  give  your  daughters  a  fair  chance.  Give  them 
a  sound  body,  and  natural  impulse  will  take  care  of  the 
head,  for  when  one  feels  well  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  do 
well. 

Our  body  was  never  intended  to  be  a  drag,  but  rather 
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a  harmoniously  working  machine,  beautifully  adapted  by 
its  delicate  and  exquisite  mechanism  to  execute  the  high 
mandates  of  mind  and  soul. 

The  financial  statement  of  this  committee  for  the  year 
ending  May  i,  1889,  is  as  follows : 

By  balance  paid  into  general  fund  May  i,  idS8. .       $    236. S3 
Receipts   from    gymnasium,    lectures  and   other 

sources 1,407.87 

1,644.70 
Expenses 1,066 .  37 

Gains  to  May  I,  1889 578-33 

The  committee  desire  to  extend  their  sincere  thanks  to 
all  who  have  assisted  in  this  branch  of  the  Union  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH   WADE, 

Chairman. 


Philanthropic  Committee. 


Since  the  organization  of  this  Union  there  has  been  a 
continually  increasing  amount  of  work  performed  by  each 
of  the  different  committees ;  and  in  no  department  has  the 
increase  been  more  marked,  or  the  benefits  greater,  than  in. 
that  of  Practical  Philanthropy.  Founded,  as  it  is,  upon  the 
principles  of  true  charity,  it  has  reached  out  its  beneficent 
hands,  bearing  to  the  weak,  the  wayward  and  the  defense- 
less, the  gifts  of  philanthropy,  womanly  sympathy  and 
needed  help. 
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Entering  upon  the  work  of  this  year  without  one  dollar 
in  our  treasury,  and  with  no  hope  of  an  appropriation  from 
the  general  fund,  our  way  looked  dark  indeed  ;  but  in  the 
hour  of  need  friends  have  come  forth,  and  we  have  been 
•enabled  to  respond  to  every  call.  In  every  instance  some 
member  of  the  committee  has  visited  the  applicants,'  and 
nearly  every  case  has  been  found  worthy.  Our  hearts  have 
been  made  glad  by  the  expressions  of  gratitude,  and  by  the 
blessings  invoked  for  the  prosperity  of  the  "Women's 
Union."  This  year  sixty-five  families  have  been  visited, 
numbering  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  persons.  We  have 
received  in  donations  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  articles 
of  clothing,  thirty-three  pairs  of  shoes,  four  dozen  glasses 
of  jelly,  seventy-five  pounds  of  meat,  and  ten  baskets  of 
provisions,  all  of  which  have  been  faithfully  distributed. 

During  the  winter  Mrs.  E.  M.  Conner  and  her  pupils  of 
the  Buffalo  Training  School  of  Elocution  gave  an  enter- 
tainment; the  net  proceeds,  amounting  to  $38.15,  were  gen- 
erously donated  for  the  philanthropic  work.  From  other 
friends  we  have  received  $18.45,  making  a  sum  total  in 
cash  of  $56.60.  Of  this  amount  $10  remains  in  the  treas- 
ury. Through  the  efforts  of  our  committee,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Poor  furnished  transportation  to  Washington 
for  a  sick  and  destitute  woman,  who  having  friends  there 
-would  be  properly  cared  for. 

In  closing  this  report  we  appeal  for  money,  clothing  and 
provisions  with  which  to  carry  on  the  work,  remembering 
that  "  he  that  giveth  to  the  poor,  lendeth  to  the  Lord." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LOUISE  FLACH, 

Chairman. 


Educational  Committee. 


*•  Moments  make  the  years,  and  trifles  life." 
**  To  know  that  which  before  us  lies  in  daily  life,  is  the  prime  wisdom.** 

It  is  from  the  trifles  of  life,  from  the  small  results  of 
constant,  daily  work,  that  the  yearly  report  of  this  com- 
mittee is  made.  During  the  summer  months  plans  were 
considered  and  perfected  for  the  winter's  work.  In  Sep- 
tember, circulars  of  the  classes  and  lectures  were  printed 
and  distributed.  On  October  29th  the  regular  class-work 
began  and  continued  to  May  ist.  Six  paid  and  four  free 
classes  have  been  provided,  the  whole  number  of  pupils  in 
attendance  being  207. 

Prof.  Edouard  Baillot  has  continued  his  services  as 
teacher  of  French,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Utrich  as  teacher  of  Ger- 
man, Miss  Stoneman  of  book-keeping  and  penmanship, 
Miss  Linda  Dowd  of  reading  and  type-writing.  Miss 
Blanche  McGowan  oif  arithmetic,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Miller 
Shupe  of  dressmaking.  Miss  Anna  Hinckley  filled  the 
position  of  teacher  of  stenography,  made  vacant  by  the 
iretirement  of  Miss  Amelia  R.  Lee,  who  had  been  with  us 
from  the  first  opening  of  the  classes.  Another  of  our 
pioneer  teachers,  Miss  Helen  Horton,  gave  up  her  position 
as  teacher  of  drawing  on  January  ist,  and  the  classes  were 
continued  under  Miss  Harriet  C.  Tabor. 

The  committee  has  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
results  obtained  in  this  department  of  its  work.  Thanks 
to  what  they  have  learned  at  the  Union,  several  of  the 
pupils  in  stenography,  book-keeping  and  type-writing  have 
secured  places,  and  others  have  bettered  their  positions. 
In  the  drawing  classes  there  has  been  increasing  interest, 
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and  much  good  work  has  been  done.  Besides  the  two 
classes  advertised,  three  additional  ones  were  formed,  and 
the  books  register  the  names  of  forty-four  pupils.  It  does 
not  seem  to  be  generally  known  that  children  whose 
mothers  are  members  of  the  Union  are  admitted  to  these 
classes. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Peter  Paul  &  Bro.,  we 
have  been  able  to  exchange  our  worn-out  caligraph  for  a 
new  instrument,  valued  at  eighty-five  dollars,  and  Messrs. 
Wyckoff,  Seaman  &  Benedict,  agents  for  the  Remington 
type-writer,  have  shown  us  equal  kindness  in  securing  the 
exchange  of  one  of  our  old  type-writers  for  a  new  $100.00 
instrument. 

In  October  Mr.  Perrin,  of  the  College  of  Commerce, 
gave  to  the  Union  a  free  scholarship  in  that  college,  for 
which  we  were  asked  to  supply  an  applicant.  We  are  glad 
to  state  that  the  young  lady  who  received  the  benefit  of 
the  gift  has  done  credit  to  herself  and  to  the  Union,  and 
is  already  filling  a  position  as  book-keeper. 

On  October  23d  Dr.  E.  W.  Bemis,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
began  a  course  of  five  lectures,  on  the  following  subjects  : 
"Our  Public  Schools,"  "  Intelligent  Philanthropy,"  "  Econo- 
omic  Consequences  of  Luxury,"  "Wages  of  Working 
Women  "  and  "  Prison  Labor."  At  the  close  of  the  course 
a  sixth  lecture  was  given  on  "The  Public  Schools  of 
Buffalo." 

Three  Coteries  have  been  held  during  the  winter.  On 
December  14th  Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley  read  a  paper  on 
"  Domestic  Service."  So  valuable  were  many  of  the  ideas 
advanced  that  the  Board  of  Directors  thought  it  wise  to 
publish  the  essay  in  book-form.  The  result  of  this  decision 
is  a  neat  little  book,  which  the  Union  has  for  sale,  con- 
taining the  essay,  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  relat- 
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ing  to  domestic  service,  and  much  other  information.  At 
the  Coterie,  held  January  nth,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Fullerton  read 
a  paper  on  "  Women's  Work  and  Women's  Wages,**  and 
on  February  15th  Mr.  J.  H.  Dawes  gave  some  thoughts  on 
"The  Education  of  Women.*' 

Three  paid  lectures  have  also  been  given.  On  Novem- 
ber 24th  Miss  Calliope  Kechaigia,  of  Constantinople,  gave 
us  much  interesting  information  on  "  Education  and  Social 
Life  in  Greece  ;  '*  on  February  7th  Miss  Sophia  Townsend, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  took  us  back  2,000  years,  and  in  imagina- 
tion we  sat  in  the  "  Ancient  Greek  Theater,"  and  listened 
to  the  famous  tragedies  of  the  old  Greek  poets ;  while  on 
March  2 2d,  the  charming  young  sculptress,  Miss  Luella 
Varney,  of  Cleveland,  in  her  talk  on  "Artist  Life  in 
Rome,"  led  us  through  the  studios  and  introduced  us  to  the 
eminent  artists  who  congregate  in  that  old  city,  once  the 
empress  of  the  world. 

Our  financial  report  compares  favorably  with  the  reports 
of  preceding  years.  We  have  received  from  classes  and 
lectures  $434.64,  and  our  expenses  have  been  $450.05. 
That  we  are  so  nearly  self-supporting  is  matter  for  con- 
gratulation. 

**  The  best  of  prophets  for  the  future  is  the  past."  To 
know  then  what  the  future  has  in  store  for  us,  let  us  go 
back  and  survey  the  record  of  what  has  been  accomplished 
by  this  department  of  the  Union  in  the  five  years  just 
ended.  During  this  period  1,226  pupils  have  received 
instruction  in  the  classes;  it  is  a  pity  that  no  record  could 
be  kept  of  those  who  have  been  helped  to  positions  of  use- 
fulness and  trust.  Some  few  come  back  to  tell  us  of  their 
good  fortune  ;  we  hear  of  others  by  chance,  but  of  many 
who  leave  our  classes  we  have  no  further  tidings. 

Besides  the  lectures  of  this  year  already  noticed,  two 


34 

courses  of  "Law  Lectures  for  Women"  have  been  given, 
a  series  of  lectures  on  "  The  Political  History  of  the  United 
States,"  one  valuable  course  on  "  Etching  and  Engraving" — 
of  which  many  of  us  have  pleasjng  recollections — and  a 
course  of  lessons  in  elocution.  Of  those  who  have  given 
single  lectures,  we  recall  the  names  of  Mrs.  Julia  Ward 
Howe,  Mrs.  Abby  Morton  Diaz,  Mrs.  Anna  Garlin  Spencer, 
Mrs.  Abba  Goold  Woolson,  Miss  Mary  F.  Eastman,  the 
Chevalier  de  Kontski,  and  Prof.  J.  B.  Roberts.  Twenty- 
eight  other  talks  and  lectures  have  been  given  by  friends 
at  home,  which  have  greatly  helped  us  in  our  work,  and 
for  which  we  renew  our  heartfelt  thanks.  In  all  it  has 
been  our  aim  "  to  disseminate  true  ideas,"  and  promote  the 
educational  interests  of  women.  We  cheerfully  accept  the 
prophecy  of  the  past  and  look  forward  to  better  and  more 
varied  work  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE  STONEMAN  WILLIAMS, 

Chairman. 


Protective  Committee. 


In  presenting  the  report  for  the  past  year  your  com- 
mittee feels  that,  while  there  is  nothing  new  to  state  in 
regard  to  its  methods,  the  work  since  its  organization,  five 
years  ago,  has  steadily  increased,  so  that  now  we  have 
sixteen  instead  of  seven  women  regularly  serving  on  the 
committee.  These  are  occupied  one  afternoon  each  week 
in  listening  to  the  various  complaints  presented  by  the 
working  women  of  our  city. 
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During  these  five  years  there  have  been  received  586  com- 
plaints, with  claims  amounting  to  $10,238.41,  and  col- 
lected of  this  amount,  $6,231.97;  so  that,  as  we  look  back 
over  the  five  years  work,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  with  all 
its  discouragements  the  results  have  more  than  recom- 
pensed the  toil. 

The  majority  of  the  complaints  made  are  found  to  be 
just,  though  the  amount  demanded  is  not  always  correct, 
owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  servant  or  the  carelessness 
of  the  employer  in  keeping  account  of  moneys  paid  and 
taking  a  receipt  for  the  same.  On  this  point  let  me  repeat 
the  language  of  your  former  Secretary  in  a  previous  report  : 

"  We  cannot  use  too  forcible  language  in  urging  upon 
all  mistresses  and  masters  that  they  make  their  servants 
understand,  and  clearly,  the  agreement  between  them  as  to 
labor  and  wages,  the  length  of  time  when  notice  is  to  be 
given  if  either  wish  to  change,  and  to  invariably  take 
receipts  for  all  moneys  paid,  and  that  in  turn  all  clerks, 
seamstresses  or  servants  must  make  positive  bargains,  under- 
standing fully  their  duties  and  wages  before  beginning 
their  work." 

And  again  we  would  urge  upon  women  the  importance 
of  demanding  references.  Let  women  be  honest  with  each 
other.  If  a  girl  proves  unfaithful  do  not  be  afraid  to  tell 
your  neighbor  who  comes  to  ask  about  the  girl  who  has  just 
left  you  and  has  applied  for  a  situation  with  her.  Said  a 
woman  the  other  day,  "  I  never  give  references ;  if  a  girl 
proves  unfaithful  and  I  should  inform  of  her  she  would 
tell  other  girls  and  so  prevent  my  getting  help."  Let  us 
sincerely  hope  that  instances  of  this  kind  are  rare — where 
supreme  selfishness  is  made  so  prominent  a  feature. 

We  recommend  employers  of  domestic  help  to  read  the 
Jittle  work  entitled  "  Household  Service,"  lately  prepared 
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by  our  honored  towns-woman,  Mary  A.  Ripley.  A  better 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  such  service  will  be  gained  and 
fewer  complaints  received  by  this  committee. 

For  the  year  ending  May,  1889,  118  complaints  have 
been  received  ;  seventy-four,  with  claims  amounting  to 
$723.61,  were  from  the  class  above  mentioned,  cooks  and 
house-maids.  The  largest  claim  against  an  individual, 
$81.00  for  servant's  wages,  the  smallest,  75  cents.  The 
whole  number  of  claims  preferred,  with  amounts  specified, 
aggregate  $947.67;  total  amount  recovered,  $192.05.  After 
thorough  investigation  thirty-five  cases,  representing  claims 
amounting  to  $253.56,  were  dismissed  as  either  worthless  or 
we  were  unable  to  proceed  on  account  of  misunderstandings 
on  both  sides  or  agreements  violated.  In  some  instances 
the  defendant  could  not  be  found  ;  in  others  the  claimant, 
after  placing  her  case  in  our  hands,  never  returned  to  see 
what  had  been  done.  Thirty-one  complaints  were  for 
various  causes,  such  as  clothing  or  furniture  withheld ; 
three  complaints  against  corporations,  for  two  of  which 
there  was  no  cause  for  action;  one  claim  is  preferred  by  a 
widow  against  a  railroad  for  damages  for  her  husband's 
death  ;  this  case  is  still  unsettled. 

We  have  two  pension  cases  in  course  of  settlement,  two 
complaints  from  women  wanting  either  divorce  or  separa- 
tion and  support.  Three  claims,  amounting  to  $67.59,  have 
been  sued  and  judgment  obtained. 

We  have  been  obliged  to  consult  our  lawyers  in  eighteen 
instances.  In  many  cases  a  little  advice  was  sufficient,  others 
had  to  be  taken  to  the  Municipal  Court  for  adjustment. 

One  interesting  case  was  that  of  a  woman  from  a  neigh- 
boring city,  seeking  information  of  her  brother  whom  she 
had  not  seen  since  his  discharge  from  the  army,  twenty- 
four  years  ago.    One  of  our  committee  wrote  to  Washington, 
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D.  C,  and  thereby  learned  the  man's  whereabouts,  and  the 
sister  was  made  happy.  Sixty  cases  have  been  satisfactorily 
settled  with  the  money  paid,  or  notes  given  guaranteeing 
such  payment.  Sixteen  cases  are  still  in  course  of  settle- 
ment. 

Through  the  efforts  of  this  committee,  during  the  past 
year,  a  bill  has  been  passed,  forbidding  the  taking  of  any 
woman  from  the  Erie  County  Almshouse  for  service,  unless 
the  applicant  brings  good  reference  as  to  character,  etc. 

The  effort  for  appointment  of  Women  Trustees  on  the 
Board  of  State  Insane  Asylum  was  fully  recorded  in  our 
last  year's  report.  As  a  result  of  the  effort  of  the  Protective 
Committee  Mrs.  Caroline  B.  Stoddard  was  appointed  for 
a  full  term  of  six  years,  and  Mrs.  Charlotte  Stoneman 
Williams  for  an  unexpired  term  of  one  year  and  a  half.  It 
is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  innovation  was  received 
with  such  general  approval  that  very  little  effort  was 
needed  to  secure  Mrs.  Williams  re-appointment  for  the  full 
term  of  six  years.  A  letter  from  the  Board  of  Directors 
was  sent  to  Gov.  Hill,  February  5,  1889.  The  local  press 
expressed  warm  approval  of  the  appeal,  and  without  further 
effort  Mrs.  Williams*  name  having  been  sent  by  the  Governor 
to  the  Senate  was  immediately  confirmed. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Police 
Matrons : 

"When  in  May  of  last  year  the  Act  to  provide  for 
Police  Matrons  in  cities  became  a  law,  the  committee  felt 
that  its  occupation  was  gone,  for  by  this  law  everything 
was  provided  for  which  we  had  been  striving  to  secure. 
Not  only  the  appointment  of  Matrons  was  required,  but 
also  that  every  woman  arrested  in  this  city  should  be 
placed  in  care  of  a  Matron,  and  in  a  separate  cell-room  from 
the  men.     But,  after  waiting  several  months,  we  found  that 


38 

nothing  was  being  done  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  and  we  concluded  that  the  chariot  of  reform  would 
never  move  unless  the  women  of  Buffalo  again  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel.  A  suggestion  was  made  in  Novem- 
ber to  the  Commissioners  of  Police  that  the  Poormaster's 
department  be  removed  from  Police  Head-quarters,  and 
the  rooms  vacated  be  fitted  up  for  a  cell-room  for  women, 
of  which  the  Matron  should  have  charge,  and  to  which 
women  arrested  in  adjoining  precincts  should  be  brought. 

"  The  proposition  was  favorably  received  and  immediate 
attention  promised.  At  the  November  meeting  of  the 
Directors,  the  chairman  requested  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  representatives  from  other 
societies  upon  this  and  other  subjects  in  which  all  were 
interested. 

"A  meeting  of  delegates  from  all  the  societies  which  were 
originally  interested  in  securing  the  appointment  of  a  Matron, 
was  called  in  December,  by  the  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. At  this  meeting  Mrs.  George  Stearns,  representing  the 
Ingleside  Home,  was  appointed  with  Mrs.  Williams  to  see 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the 
law.  Several  meetings  were  held,  and  the  interchange  of 
ideas  was  found  to  be  so  helpful  to  those  who  attended, 
that  it  was  decided  to  form  a  permanent  organization  and 
extend  invitations  to  every  charitable  and  philanthropic 
association  in  the  city  to  join  us.  The  first  meetings  for 
this  purpose  were  held  at  the  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. At  the  last,  held  in  March  at  the  Women's  Union, 
thirty-six  societies  were  represented;  an  association,  to  be 
called  the  Conference  of  Charities,  was  organized,  which 
is  to  meet  quarterly  and  will  be  presided  over  in  turn  by 
the  Presidents  of  the  different  associations  represented. 

"  Previous  to  this  meeting  the  Police  Matron  Committee 


39 

had  again  called  on  the  Commissioners  to  urge  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  providing  separate  cell-rooms  for  women 
prisoners.  They,  however,  had  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  Mayor  was  the  person  who  should  move  in  this 
matter.  A  visit  to  the  Mayor  gained  us  the  information 
that  the  Common  Council  alone  could  make  the  changes 
which  we  desired.  A  petition  was  straightway  sent  to  the 
Council,  praying  that  some  provision  might  be  made  for 
the  care  of  women  prisoners  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

"  The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  by  them  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings.  The  latest  information  received  is, 
that  the  Poormaster  will  be  given  room  in  the  new  Muni- 
cipal building  to  be  erected  (in  the  near  future)  on  Dela- 
ware avenue. 

"  So  little  having  been  accomplished  in  our  attempt  to 
enforce  a  State  law,  we  next  turned  our  attention  to  the 
City  Charter.  The  Committee  on  Police  and  Excise  of 
the  Charter  Revision  received  us  with  courtesy,  listened  with 
attention  and  approval  to  our  ideas  on  the  subject  of  Police 
Matrons,  and  adopted  them  in  their  report. 

"  Provision  is  made  for  three  stations,  to  which  all  women 
arrested  in  the  city  shall  be  taken  and  placed  in  charge 
of  a  Matron.  The  Matron's  salary  is  to  be  the  same  as 
that  of  a  Patrolman  ;  she  will  also  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
Police  Pension  Fund  for  her  children.  It  is  our  earnest 
hope  that  the  Revised  Charter  will  be  passed  during  the 
present  session  of  the  Legislature. 

"Our  agitation  of  this  subject  will  continue  until  the 
Police  Matron  system  of  this  city  shall  be  placed  on  a 
proper  footing,  so  that  when  Matrons  from  other  cities  in 
the  State  are  sent  here  to  gain  information  by  observing 
our  methods,  they  shall  not  go  back,  as  did  one  recently, 
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saying,   *  I   have   better    accommodations    at    home,   and 
instead  of  getting  points  I  can  give  them.' 

"  Respectfully  submitted. 

"  Charlotte  S.  Williams." 

In  closing,  I  wish,  in  behalf  of  our  committee,  to  make 
grateful  acknowledgment  to  our  counselors,  Hon.  James 
O.  Putnam,  Mr.  Seward  A.  Simons,  Mr.  Porter  Norton, 
Mr.  Charles  Norton,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rosenau,  Mr.  Frank  F. 
Williams,  Gen.  John  C.  Graves,  Mr.  George  T.  Wardwell, 
Hon.  Jacob  Stern,  Mr.  Frank  C.  Ferguson,  Mr.  James  D. 
Tillinghast  and  Mr.  Frank  B.  Steele.  To  these  gentlemen 
we  are  indebted  largely  for  our  success  in  settling  claims, 
many  of  which  we  should  be  obliged  to  give  up  but  for 
their  generous  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  C.  W.  AUSTIN, 

Secretary, 


Library  Committee. 


On  account  of  the  illness  of  some  of  its  members  and 
the  absence  from  the  city  of  one  of  its  most  energetic 
workers,  the  meetings  of  the  Library  Committee,  when  there 
was  a  quorum  present,  were  few,  and  it  was  not  possible  to 
increase  the  number  of  volumes  by  any  very  important 
additions.  Efforts  were  directed  chiefly  to  keeping  up  the 
list  of  magazines  and  periodicals.  Now  that  the  mortgage 
is  paid,  the  Library  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  greatly  enlarged 
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and  improved,  as  funds  will  be  available  for  the  purchase 
of  books  of  reference,  and  of  such  a  class  of  literature  as 
we  would  wish  to  see  upon  our  shelves. 

Notwithstanding  that  so  little  could  be  done  towards  its 
improvement,  the  growing  popularity  of  our  Library  and 
Reading  Room  has  been  very  gratifying.  Many  young 
women  have  formed  the  custom  of  spending  their  noon 
hour  at  the  rooms,  and  have  enjoyed  reading  the  excellent 
magazines  we  have  been  able  to  place  at  their  disposal ;  as 
the  location  is  so  central,  they  find  ample  time  to  spend  a 
quarter  or  a  half  hour  in  the  Reading  Room,  after  partaking 
of  their  luncheon,  and  have  expressed  themselves  as  highly 
pleased  with  its  comforts  and  attractions.  To  the  generous 
young  women  of  the  High  School  the  Library  Committee 
is  again  indebted;  the  sum  of  $io.io  was  contributed  by 
them  through  Miss  Karnes,  and  the  Art  Amateur,  Good 
Housekeepings  Harper's  Bazaar^  and  the  New  York  Sunday 
Tribum  were  subscribed  for  from  this  fund.  Our  thanks 
are  due  the  Messrs.  Peter  Paul  &  Bro.  for  Scribner^  Mr. 
Alexander  for  the  Century ^  Barnes,  Hengerer  &  Co.  for 
Fashion  Magazine,  Mrs.  Aurelia  Warner  for  thirty  bound 
volumes  of  the  Atlantic  Monthly,  the  issue  for  fifteen  years. 

A  friend  of  the  Library  gives  Harpers  Monthly,  the 
IVomah's  Journal,  the  St.  Nicholas,  and  also  two  bound 
volumes  of  the  Life  and  Writings  and  Letters  of  Travel 
of  the  late  David  Gray.  Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams  gives  second 
reading  of  the  Fortnightly,  Nineteenth  Century,  Contem- 
porary Review  and  North  American  Review.  Mrs.  George 
W.  Townsend  gives  the  American  Business  Woman's  Jour- 
nal. Mr.  W.  P.  Letchworth  donates  Lend  a  Hand,  a 
magazine  devoted  to  practical  philanthropy.  Mr.  Frank 
Ransom  gives  The  Nation  for  second  reading.  The  Physi- 
cal   Culture    Committee    donate    Dress,    edited    by   Mrs. 
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Annie  Jenness  Miller.  All  the  daily  papers  of  Buffalo  are 
sent  to  our  Reading  Room  free  of  charge,  for  which  we 
desire  to  express  our  thanks  to  their  proprietors  and 
publishers. 

Hoping  to  see  the  growing  popularity  of  our  Library  and 
Reading  Room  still  further  increased  during  the  coming- 
year,  your  committee  feel  confident  that  it  can  promise 
those  who  now  enjoy  these  privileges  that  the  additional 
funds,  which  a  happy  freedom  from  debt  will  place  at  the 
Union's  disposal,  will  enable  its  management  to  make  the 
Library  Reading  Rooms  still  more  worthy  of  their  appre- 
ciation, more  useful  as  well  as  more  attractive. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELEANOR  L.  MOONEY, 

Chairman^ 


Committee    on    Literary    and    Musical 
Entertainments. 


Our  committee  has  given  six  entertainments  during  the 
winter,  commencing  November  19th  and  ending  April  15th. 
Having  been  obliged  to  call  upon  our  friends  so  often  in 
order  to  give  these  entertainments  fortnightly,  it  was  deemed 
best  to  give  them  monthly.  Our  heartfelt  thanks  are  due 
the  many  men,  women  and  children,  who  have  so  kindly 
given  their  services,  and  made  these  entertainments  a  pleas- 
ant memory,  not  only  to  those  who  attended,  but  to  the 
faithful  ones  in  charge,  who  meet  with  many  obstacles  in 
providing  for  an  evening's  pleasure. 
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Our  thanks  are  also  most  gratefully  extended  to  Messrs^ 
Denton  &  Cottier,  for  the  gratuitous  use  of  a  Steinway 
Grand  Piano,  which  at  their  own  expense  was  moved  too 
and  fro  for  each  entertainment.  During  the  last  quarter, 
however,  as  the  Kitchen  Garden  required  the  use  of  a 
piano,  a  small  rental  was  paid,  which  enabled  them  to  use 
the  instrument.  After  the  season  had  closed,  and  May- 
day with  its  many  changes  was  near  at  hand,  we  were 
most  agreeably  surprised  to  have  given  us  (for  the  storage) 
the  use  of  a  Steinway  piano  for  a  year,  by  Mr.  William  C. 
Sweet,  free  of  all  expense  save  tuning,  which  offer  we 
gladly  accepted.  Now,  with  the  mortgage  paid,  can  we 
not  hope  that  in  the  year  to  come  substantial  additions  may 
be  made  to  the  piano  fund  ?  It  now  amounts  to  seventy- 
one  dollars,  not  including  interest,  twenty-six  dollars  having 
been  added  since  the  report  of  a  year  ago  Our  aim  is  to 
purchase  a  Steinway  Grand,  an  instrument  that  the  Union 
will  ever  be  proud  to  own,  for  before  and  after  the  hall  is 
added  to  our  building,  we  must  give  our  musical  friends. 
the  best  of  instruments  for  the  great  service  they  render  us  ; 
and  when  we  can  make  a  payment  of  not  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  we  propose  to  purchase  such  an  instrument. 

Although  we  had  hoped  to  increase  the  piano  fund  by  a 
few  entertainments,  for  which  an  admissioti  might  be 
charged,  want  of  stage  accommodations  prevented  the 
undertaking. 

During  the  long  illness  and  absence  of  the  chairman,  the 
committee  has  been  most  faithful,  and  great  credit  is  due 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Rathbun  who  has  so  efficiently  served  as 
chairman  pro  tern. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  MONIER  FISKE, 

Chairman. 
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List  of  Entertainments. 

November  19,  1888.  Arranged  by  Mesdames  Rathbun 
and  Kendall,  i.  Queen  City  Musical  Club — Mr.  George 
Ramsdell,  Mr.  Charlton  Bidwell,  Mr.  E.  C.  Rumrill,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Chase,  Mr.  J.  U.  Crampton,  Mr.  H.  J.  Hoffer,  Mr. 
W.  M.  Ramsdell,  Mr.  C.  B.  Williams  and  Mr.  Geo.  Tilden. 
2.  Piano  solo,  "  Simple  Confession  Scenes  from  Childhood," 
Miss  Alice  Baker.  3.  Recitation,  "Rock  of  Ages,"  Miss 
Dennison.  4.  Song,  "Dear  Heart,"  Master  Penn.  5. 
Recitation.  6.  Song,  Mr.  Albert  H.  Adams.  7.  Recitation, 
*'  Lady  Roberta's  Harvest,"  Miss  Georgia  Shaw.  8.  Song, 
"Open  thy  Lattice,"  Mrs.  Nuno.  9.  Song,  "Serenade," 
Miss  Ethel  Knox. 

December  17,  1888.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge. 
I.  Duett,  "There  was  Joy  in  Heaven,"  Mrs.  Dodge  and 
Miss  E.  Gager.  2.  Solo,  "  Thine  Eyes  so  Blue,"  Mrs.  A. 
Cheney.  3.  Piano  solo,  "Bonnie  Dundee,"  Miss  Towers. 
4.  Solo,  "Vidette,"  C.  Bidwell.  5.  Solo,  "  Lullaby,"  Miss 
Lizzie  Bush.  6.  "  The  Mariners,"  Mrs.  Dodge,  Mr.  Elliott 
and  Mr.  Bidwell.  7.  Spring  song.  Miss  Ella  Gager.  8. 
Solo,  "I'll  Sing  thee  Songs  of  Araby,"  Mr.  Fred  Elliott. 
•9.  Piano  solo,  "The  Chase,"  Miss  Cotes.  10.  Solo, 
"  Through  the  Still  Night,"  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge. 

January  11,  1889.     Arranged  by  Mesdames  Montgomery, 

Windsor  and  Conner.    Musical  Selections  and  Recitations. 

February  11,  1889.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Porter  Norton. 

1.  Chorus,  "Beautiful  Evening  Star,"  Trinity  Choir  Boys. 

2.  Vocal  solo,  "  Saturday  Night,"  Mr.  Albright.  3.  Piano 
solo,  "The  Secret,"  Miss  Fleischmann.  4.  Vocal  solo, 
"River  of  Tears,"  Mrs.  Warren.  5.  Chorus,  "Let  the 
Hills  and  Vales  Resound,"  Trinity  Choir  Boys.  6.  Piano 
50I0,  "  The  Music  Box,"  Miss  Fleischmann.     7.  Vocal  solo, 
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'*  The  Gate  of  Heaven,"  Mr.  Albright.  8.  Chorus,  "  Sweet 
Face  at  the  Window,"  with  solo  by  Master  Allie  Stettenbetz, 
aged  nine  years,  Trinity  Choir  Boys. 

March  ii,  1889.  Arranged  by  Mesdames  Merchant  and 
Worthington.  i.  Overture,  Grant's  Orchestra.  2.  Recita- 
tion, "Tit  for  Tat,"  Miss  Matie  Howard.  3.  Vocal  solo, 
Miss  May  Dudley.  4.  Recitation,  "Ostler  Joe,"  Miss 
Blanche  Jone.  5.  Recitation,  Mr  Smellie.  6.  Tenor  solo, 
Mr.  Saeger.  7.  Recitation,  "  Painter  of  Seville,"  Miss 
Lilly  Hirschfield.  8.  Recitation,  "Sparticus'  Address  ta 
the  Gladiators,"  Prof.  E.  Franklin.  9.  Cornet  solo,  Mr.  H. 
Baker.  10.  Recitation,  "  Katrina's  Visit  to  New  York," 
Miss  Flora  Sabine.  11.  Vocal  solo,  Miss  Taggart.  12. 
Recitation,  "Where  is  Annette?"  Miss  Eugenia  Dingens. 
13.  Vocal  duett,  "The  Knight  and  the  Wood  Nymph,"  Mr. 
A.  A.  Franklin  and  Mrs.  Fowler.  14.  Recitation,  "  Sel-el- 
Keber,"  Mr.  Smellie.  15.  Tenor  solo,  "Tit  for  Tat,"  Mr. 
Albright.  16.  Recitation,  "The  Portiere  Scene  from 
Romeo  and  Juliet,"  Miss  PLlizabeth  Maeder.  17.  Selection, 
(Grant's  Orchestra. 

April  15,  1889.  Arranged  by  Mesdames  Rumrill  and 
Walker,  i.  "Evening  Song,"  Messrs.  Reid,  Choat,  Rey- 
nolds and  Rumrill.  2.  Banjo  quartette,  Messrs.  Taber, 
Reynolds,  Rumrill  and  Reid.  3.  "Three  Wishes,"  Miss 
Sallie  Tilden.  4.  Cornet  solo,  Mr.  Tolmie.  5.  "Three 
Fishers,"  Mr.  E.  C.  Walker.  6.  "  Schlummerlied,"  Mr. 
Curtiss  Rumrill.  7.  "  Life,"  Mr.  Morris  F.  Tanner.  8. 
Banjo  quartette,  Messrs.  Taber,  Reynolds,  Rumrill  and 
Reid.  9.  Violin  solo,  Miss  Cochrane.  10.  "  Rest  on  this 
Mossy  Pillow,"  Misses  Meech,  Tilden  and  Smith.  11. 
Piano  solo.  Miss  Evelyn  Smith.  12.  "Where  Would  1 
Be?"  Messrs.  Reid,  Choat,  Reynolds  and  Rumrill. 


Sustaining  Members. 


From  May  x,  i88S,  to  May  i,  1889. 


Mrs.  Julius  Altman. 

Mrs.  Josiah  G.  Munro. 

Mrs.  Truman  G.  Avery. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 

Mrs.  George  Bleistein. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant. 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Bemis. 

Miss  Nora  Pettibonc. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Crozer. 

Miss  Emma  Pratt. 

Mrs.  John  Crawford. 

Mrs.  Frank  Perew. 

Mrs.  George  Clinton. 

Mrs.  D.  Rosenau. 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Crocker. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom. 

Mrs.  James  F.  Chard. 

Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutton. 

Mrs.  Sherman  S.  Rogers. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Dawes. 

Miss  Lily  C.  Rogers. 

Mrs.  Charles  Daniels. 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Root 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Evans. 

Mrs.  M.  Spiegel. 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Eagan. 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Sherman. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Eckley. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend 

Mrs.  VV.  B.  Flint. 

Mrs.  James  Tillinghast. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Glenny. 

Mrs.  George  L.  Williams. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Gorton. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hersee. 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Watson. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Jewett. 

Mrs.  Gibson  T.  Williams. 

Mrs.  George  Howard  Lewis. 

Mrs.  Martha  T.  Williams. 

Mrs.  John  Lyth. 

Mrs.  Ansley  Wilcox. 

Mrs.  George  Walbridge  Miller. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Whiting. 

Mrs.  Robert  P. 

Wilson. 

ACT    OF    INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows: 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  **  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1 .  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  librar>'. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employments  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women. 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  I^oard  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  arc  : 


Clara  Altman, 
Mary  H.  Bidwell, 
Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Jennie  W.  Carroll, 
A.  Jane  Codd, 
Lizzie  Cronyn, 
Ellen  M.  Davidson, 
Agnes  A.  Fassett, 
Loi'iSE  Flach, 
Li'CY  Jewett, 
Selina  S.  Merchant, 
Eleanor  Mooney, 
LuciNDA  Oatman, 
Nora  Pettibone, 
Bertha  Rosenau, 
Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Anna  P.  Under  hill, 
Elizabeth  Wade, 


Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 
Elizabeth  Blocher, 
Hattie  Caldwell,  . 
Alice  Clinton, 
Harriet  C.  Crissy, 
Mary  E.  Daniels, 
Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 
Louise  B.  Hollister, 
Anna  M.  Letchworth, 
Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 
Jennie  Watson  Norton, 
Louise  O'Day, 
Kate  F.  Putnam, 
Jennie  Rumrill, 
Harriet  A.  Townsend, 
Cecilia  Utley, 
Charlotte  S.  Williams. 


In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1SS5. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  W-ILLIAMS, 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
A(iNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
lENNIE   RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,      { 
County  of  Erie,  J 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agnes  A. 
Fassett,  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 

NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHH.DS, 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE   l.—  TitU, 

This  association  shall  be  called  **  The  Women's  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  Ti,— Object, 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  III.— Officers, 

Sec.  I.  The*  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vested  in 
a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members,  twelve 
of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

Sec.  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes 
effect  shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected. 
At  each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  Directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

Sec.  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members,  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices  ;   their^duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

Sec.  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com- 
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mittecs^  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Domestic 
Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Educational^ 
Protection,  Library,  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  the  nominations  of  all  committees,  except  that  of  the 
chairman,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  l\,—Memb<rship, 

Any  woman  can  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sustaining 
member. 

ARTICLE  V,—Fisca/  Year. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May. 

ARTICLE  W.'-Annual  MeeHng, 

Sec.  I.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  occur  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  May. 

Sec.  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

Sec.  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  ofHcers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

Sec.  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting : 

1.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  officers. 

3.  Reports  of  committees. 

4.  Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 
"7.     Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  Vll.— Annual  Election, 

Sec.  I.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May.     All  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

Sec,  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  a.  m.  to  8  p.  M.,  and  no 
member  in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE   VlU.^Vacanaes. 

Any  vacancies  occurring  in  the  officers  or  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such  vacancy  shall 
occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  term  of  the  person 
whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  \)^,^ Departments  of  Work. 

Sec.  I.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which  shall 
be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direction  of 
the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be 
in  charge  of  the  various  standing  committees.  New  departments  may 
be  organized  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
deem  such  action  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  re- 
main entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  ^.—Associate  Societies. 

Sec.  1.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to  inter- 
changes of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of  each 
may  be  known. 

Sec.  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems, 
shall  be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  XI.— Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  i,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.—Meetings. 

Sic.  I.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Special  meetings  may  be  called 
by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of  such  Board, 
and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  reso- 
lution of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a  special  meeting  shall 
be  stated  in  a  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that  specified  shall  be 
transacted. 

Sec.  2.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committees,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
each  committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  W— Duties  of  Officers, 

Sec.  I.— President.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside 
at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direction  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point, with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special  committees 
for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the  province  of  the 
standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all  vacancies  which 
shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have  the  usual  powers 
of  a  presiding  officer. 

Sec.  2.— Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

Skc.  3.— Treasurer.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive 
all  moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
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the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  4. — Secretaries.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give 
notice  of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  and 
preserve  all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall 
enroll  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a 
report  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE  lll.Standing  CommitUes. 

Sec.  I.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union,  provide 
methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assessments. 
It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit  the  annual 
report  of  the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2.— CoMMiiTEE  on  Social  Affairs.  It  shall  have  charge  of 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union  and  extend  to  all  its  hospitality. 

Sec.  3. — Committee  ox  Industries  and  Employment.  It  shall  be 
its  duty  to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist 
all  women  in  their  chosen  avocations.  It  shall  provide  a^  Bureau  of 
Registration,  which  shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and 
furnish  information  to  those  seeking  it. 
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Sec.  4. — Committee  on  Domestic  Training.  It  shall  provide,  by 
zneaDs  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instructions  as  shall  tend  to 
«xalt  household  labor. 

Sec.  5. — Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture.  It  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other 
instructions,  true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall 
be  best  promoted.  It  shall  have  and  enforce  the  rules  governing  the 
use  of  the  gymnasium. 

Sec.  6. — Committee  upon  Philanthropy.  It  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  the  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  any  work  which  may 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of  its  purpose. 

Sec.  7. — Committee  on  Education.  It  shall  seek  to  disseminate 
true  ideas  affecting  the  higher  question  of  human  interest,  provide 
courses  of  lectures,  conversation  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  pro- 
visions as  shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

Sec.  8.— Committee  on  Protection.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public 
attention,  and  shall  assist  in  all  measures  which  may  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

Sec.  9. — Committee  on  Library.  It  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

Sec.  10.— Committee  on  Membership.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  solicit  renewals,  and  in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to 
increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual  Membership. 

Sec.  II.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at 
all  the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve,  she  shall  ap- 
point a  substitute. 

Sec.  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 
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Sec.  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetiass,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discutsion  and  decision  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
sQch  measures. 

Sec.  14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be 
governed  by  "  Roberts'  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  W.-^Order  of  Business. 

The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each  regular 
meeting : 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

8.  Unfinished  business. 

9.  New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  W.— Real  Estate, 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  ^nd  the  Chairman 
of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the  care 
and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this  Com> 
mittee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  of  the  B6ard  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  Vl.-— Annual  Election, 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  from  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four  nom- 
inations of  Directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual  election. 
Each  member  of  the  Union  shall  vote  for  twelve  Directors,  and  the  twelve 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected  ;  and  on 
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the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors  of  election  to 
act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  Vll,^Amendments, 

Tbese  Bf-laws  ihall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direct«»n,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  picfkius  regalar 
meeting  of  the  Board. 


OFFICERS   FOR   1889-1890. 


President Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 

First  Vice-President Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Second  Vice-President Mrs.  E.  H.  DUTTON. 

Third  Vice-President Mrs.  DANIEL  O'DAY. 

/Recording  Secretary ^ Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  PORTER  NORTON. 

Treasurer Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 

Directors. 

To  May  x,  1890. 

Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams.  Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shbpard. 

Mrs.  L.  L.  TiFFT.  Mrs.  Abram  Altman. 

Mrs.  Porter  Norton.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin.  Mrs.  Robert  Codo. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  FiSKE.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon. 

Mrs.  Emily  P.  Backs.  Mrs.  Emmet  Austin. 

To  May  x,  1891. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin.  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hollister. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict.  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Merchant. 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy.  Mrs.  D.  Rosenau. 

Mrs.  AucE  A.  Cooke.  Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutton.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Wade. 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull. 

To  May  x,  xS^a. 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend.  Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley.  Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin.  Mrs.  Geo.  Clinton. 

Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day.  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hussey. 

Mrs.  Leroy  S.  Oatman.  Miss  Hattie  Caldwell. 

Mrs.  James  Mooney.  Miss  Abby  Grosvenor. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,  1889-1890. 

Finance. 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss Chairman. 

Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon •. ; Chairman. 

Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke Secretary. 

Employment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd Chairman. 

Mrs.  Leslie  Hewitt Secretary. 

Domestic  Training. 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell Chairman. 

Hygiene  and  Pliysical  Culture. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade Chairman. 

Mrs.  Charles  G.  Williams Secretary. 

Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach Chairman. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington Secretary. 

Education. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams Chairman. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin Secretary, 

Protection. 

Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft Chairman 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot Secretary. 

Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict Chairman. 
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Membership. 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin Chairman, 

Special  Committees. 

Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske Chairman, 

Kitchen-Garden. 
Mrs.  Emily  P.  Bache Chairman. 

Reception. 
Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke Chairman. 

House. 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Crissy Chairman. 


■iU^ 


Legacies  may  be  lost  to  the  Society  by  failure  to 
use  a  proper  form.     We  suggest  the  following 

FORM   OF   BEQUEST. 

/  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the   Women  s  Educa- 
tional  and  Industrial   Union  of  Buffalo^  the  sum  of 

and  hereby  authorize  my  Executors 

to  pay  the  same  to  tJie  person   who  shall  be  acting 
as   Treasurer  of  said  Society, 


« I '    < 


M   JVCrOVf 


VVOMKA'S 


and  Jnoustnai  Union 


r  HirrAMi. 


year  Enoirn 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


WOMEN'S 


EDUCATlALdiidlNDUSTpL  UNION 


OF    BUFFALO, 


5or  tlje  year  Cubing  TXlai^  \st,  \890. 


BUFFALO: 
The  Courier  Company,  Printers. 

1890. 


OFFICERS    FOR    1889«1890. 


President Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 

First  Vice-President, Mrs.  BENJ.   H.  WILLIAMS. 

Second  Vice-President,        ....  Mrs.  E.   H.  BUTTON. 

Third  Vice-President Mrs.  DANIEL  O'DAY. 

Recording  Secretary^ Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  PORTER  NORTON. 

Treasurer, Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 


DIRECTORS. 


Mrs.  A.  Altman, 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Austin, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

At  thk  Annual  Meeting,  held  May  13TH,  1890. 


Members  and   Friends  of  the  Women's  Educational 
AND  Industrial  Union  : 

A  certain  writer  says  that  "  intelligently  philanthropic 
women  are  understanding  more  fully  every  day,  that  it  is 
in  and  by  intellectual  and  moral  development  of  the  indi- 
vidual that  the  mass  of  humanity  is  to  be  lifted  into  har- 
mony with  God's  purpose  of  creation,  and  that  this  is 
accomplished,  not  by  standing  outside  their  lives  with 
theories  to  which  the  masses  must  conform,  but  by  standing 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  them,  individually  educating  by 
the  development  and  purpose  of  their  own  lives."  The 
province  of  the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union 
is  here  well  defined.  It  seeks  to  educate  the  individual  to 
develop  the  best,  and  to  arouse  even  the  most  favored 
woman  to  a  realizing  sense  of  her  own  needs  and  deficien- 
cies. The  Union  spirit  not  only  stimulates  woman  to  a 
knowledge  of  her  power  to  help  others,  but  creates  a  bond 
of  fellowship  which  includes  all  classes. 

We  record  the  yearly  progress  of  this  association  with 
enthusiasm,  but,  as  we  endeavor  to  chronicle  results,  are 
conscious  of  the  impossibility  of  doing  justice  to  what  has 
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been  accomplished.  We  seem  to  merely  trace  the  outline. 
Comparing  the  work  of  the  Buffalo  Union  by  means  of 
annual  reports  with  tho^e  of  its  sister  Unions,  we  find  that 
we  differ  from  nearly  all  in  one  essential  point.  Instead  of 
an  Exchange  and  lunch-room,  we  maintain  a  Sargent  Gym- 
nasium for-  women  and  children.  The  success  of  this 
department  has  been  remarkable,  not  as  a  means  of  income 
(as  it  barely  pays  expenses),  but  as  it  has  served  to  in- 
crease interest  in  the  important  subject  of  physical  culture. 
The  approval  of  physicians,  and  of  parents  whose  chil- 
dren have  been  benefited,  and  the  enjoyment  of  pupils, 
all  testify  to  the  value  of  the  work.  Buffalo  has  one 
Women's  Exchange,  and  at  present  no  other  is  required. 
We  base  our  claim  to  the  name  Industrial,  on  our  classes 
in  dress-making,  stenography,  etc.,  and  on  the  employment 
department. 

The  power  of  a  Women's  Union  to  move  public  senti- 
ment in  behalf  of  State  reform,  has  again  been  demonstra- 
ted, by  the  recent  passage  of  a  law  requiring  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  educated  woman  physician  on  the  medical  staff 
of  every  insane  asylum  in  our  State  where  women  are 
received  for  treatment.  In  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
humane  measure,  the  Union  has  been  nobly  seconded  by 
our  representatives  in  the  legislature,  and  by  many  other 
broad-minded  men  throughout  the  State.  The  sympathy 
and  support  so  cordially  extended,  has  led  us  to  believe 
with  our  philosopher  that  "  the  new  movement  is  only  a 
tide  shared  by  the  spirits  of  man  and  woman,  and  you 
may  proceed  in  the  faith  that,  whatever  the  woman's  heart 
is  prompted  to  desire,  the  man's  mind  is  simultaneously 
prompted  to  accomplish." 

"Energy,"  says  Goethe,  "can  accomplish  anything  that 
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can  be  done  in  this  world."  While  realizing  the  truth  of 
this  saying,  we  know  that  a  great  deal  of  energy  runs  to 
waste  for  lack  of  proper  guidance.  There  are  so  many 
women  behind  prison  bars,  not  alone  those  held  by  lock 
and  key,  on  account  of  mental  or  moral  disease,  but  many 
nearly  as  unfortunate  under  invisible  bonds ;  "sick  and  in 
prison "  are  they,  with  lives  devoid  of  noble  impetus  or 
purpose.  To  all  such  the  Women's  Union  would  extend  a 
helping  hand,  and  awaken  to  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
"  all  creation  is  on  the  march,"  that  in  the  very  atmosphere 
there  is  impulse  to  higher  ideals  of  living,  and  that  we  need 
only  to  place  ourselves  in  line,  and  we  shall  go  on  with  the 
multitude. 

From  my  position  in  the  watch-tower  of  the  Union,  I  am 
able  to  take  a  comprehensive  view,  and  to  speak  generally 
of  what  appear  to  be  the  most  pressing  needs  of  our  work. 
We  must  have  the  "  courage  of  the  future,"  and  not  linger 
a  moment  to  consider  what  has  been  done  or  what  is  doing. 
The  victories  won  belong  to  the  past,  the  labor  incident  to 
their  success  is  forgotten.  How  shall  we  reach  out  in 
broader  lines  to  accomplish  the  aims  of  our  association, 
how  better  protect,  elevate  and  educate  women  in  the  years 
to  come  ?  This  is  the  question  of  the  hour.  More  room 
is  already  required  for  use  of  the  various  departments.  A 
hall  must  be  built  on  our  vacant  lot  for  lectures,  coterie 
meetings  and  receptions.  In  the  high-light  basement  there 
must  be  ample  room  for  the  College  of  Domestic  Training, 
which  we  expect  to  establish.  The  old  building  must  be 
adapted  to  the  new,  and  some  wise  changes  made. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  we  set  apart  one  large  room 
which  shall  represent  the  achievemements  of  woman,  there 
to    be  placed  works  of  art  by  women,  books  written  by 
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women,  a  case  containing  autograph  manuscripts  of  famous 
woman  authors.  What  a  source  of  refinement  and  cultiva- 
tion, what  a  means  of  inspiration  such  a  room  might  be- 
come to  the  young  women  of  our  city,  many  of  whom  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  see  and  know  what  women 
have  achieved  in  the  world  of  art  and  letters  !  We  do  not 
know  of  a  room  in  any  public  building  in  our  land  conse- 
crated entirely  to  the  results  of  woman's  work.  The  Buf- 
falo Union  may  set  a  good  example.  Woman  artists  and 
authors  would  gladly  contribute  to  enrich  and  beautify  such 
a  memorial  to  their  sex.  We  already  have  one  valuable  cab- 
inet of  shells  and  minerals,  given  in  memory  of  the  wife  of 
one  of  our  well-known  citizens. 

If  this  dream,  as  some  one  has  called  it,  shall  become  a 
reality,  a  marble  bust  of  Julia  Ward  Howe  is  promised, — a 
gift  from  a  woman  sculptor.  How  shall  the  additions  and 
improvements  be  made  possible  ?  It  is  truly  said,  "  That 
which  gives  the  title  to  heroism  is  not  simply  great  bodily 
strength  and  deeds,  not  knowledge,  not  skill,  not  beauty, 
not  statesmanship,  not  generalship,  but  the  capacity  to  live 
in  the  future,  and  faith  in  the  unfolding,  growing  decrees 
of  God  in  regard  to  this  world." 

In  other  cities  all  about  us,  women  to  whom  God  has 
intrusted  more  than  a  common  share  of  this  world's  wealth 
are  realizing  more  and  more  the  privilege  of  being  able  to 
give  for  the  uplifting  of  humanity.  Libraries  are  being 
endowed,  hospitals  built,  free  kindergartens  established. 
To  live  in  the  future  is  what  we  hope  at  least  two  Buffalo 
women  will  be  willing  to  do.  One  will  build  our  hall,  the 
other  make  ready  and  endow  the  women's  room  ;  both 
memorials  to  be  named  for  the  givers,  and  to  stand  for  long 
years  to  come  as  a  fitting  testimonial  of  woman's  love  for 
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woman.  The  plans  for  what  some  doubting  friends  have 
been  pleased  to  call  "  a  castle  in  Spain,"  will  soon  materi- 
alize, and  be  ready  for  inspection. 

With  unbounded  faith  in  the  loyalty  and  liberality  of  the 
women  of  our  city,  I  close  my  eyes  and  see  the  vision  a 
reality,  our  friends  gathered  in  the  new  hall  to  rejoice  in  the 
fulfillment  of  our  hopes,  all  eagerly  waiting  to  hear  the  names 
of  those  whose  blessed  privilege  it  was  to  complete  the 
beneficent  design. 

The  inspiration  of  the  present  is  in  the  hope  that  during 
the  coming  year  our  Union  may  continue  to  extend  a  cor- 
dial fellowship  to  all  sister  Unions,  that  it  may  double  its 
life,  sustaining  and  annual  membership,  and  so  prove  a 
stronger  power  in  behalf  of  City  and  State  reform,  and  that 
it  may  increase  and  strengthen  the  faith  of  its  members  in 
the  influence  of  the  practical  work  of  the  Women's  Edu- 
cational and  Industrial  Union  for  the  development  of  true 
womanhood.  "  To  compel  the  present  to  serve  the  future, 
is  the  great  art  of  right  living." 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND. 

President, 


REPORT  Of=^  THE  SECRETARY, 
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The  Secretary  cannot  attempt  to  give  in  her  annual 
report  even  a  general  idea  of  the  work  carried  on  under 
this  roof  by  the  thirteen  committees,  numbering  nearly  two 
hundred  active  and  earnest  women  ;  she  can  tell  you  still 
less  of  the  influence  which, — though  it  may  have  its  inspi- 
ration here, — has  reached  far  and  wide  across  our  continent, 
from  ocean  to  ocean.  Perhaps  the  most  important  work 
undertaken  by  the  Union  during  the  year, — certainly  the 
one  that  has  brought  us  most  prominently  before  the  pub- 
lic,— was  the  successful  effort  to  secure  the  enactment  of  a 
law  by  the  New  York  Legislature,  requiring  every  insane 
asylum  and  hospital  under  State  control  to  employ  an  edu- 
cated woman  physician  as  a  member  of  its  medical  staff. 
A  detailed  account  of  this  movement  will  be  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Protective  Committee. 

In  mentioning  the  various  branches  of  philanthropy  car- 
ried on  by  this  association  of  over  nine  hundred  women, 
it  is  common  to  speak  of  this  or  that  particular  work  as  the 
most  important ;  how  can  the  degree  of  importance  be  de- 
cided, when  the  work  covers  such  a  wide  range?  Miss 
Hattie  Caldwell,  with  her  able  corps  of  assistants,  brings 
in  the  children,  and  instructs  them  in  ways  which  not  only 
affect  themselves,  but  may  materially  increase  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  those  with  whom  they  are  brought  in 
contact.  If  it  be  true  that  badly  cooked  and  unwholesome 
food  is  productive  of  dissipated  habits,  who  will  dare  say 
that  the  teaching  of  these  little  maids  to  make  good  bread, 
to  cook  meats  so  that  the  most  nourishment  may  be  ob- 
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tained,  and  to  serve  these  in  an  attractive  manner,  is  not  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  consequence  in  its  far-reaching 
influence? 

Mrs.  Wade,  with  Misses  Foster  and  Adams,  care  for  the 
needs  of  all  who  apply  at  the  Gymnasium  door,  and  the 
books  show  a  record  of  straightened  backs,  strengthened 
limbs  and  increased  endurance. 

Mrs.  Williams  and  her  competent  teachers  place  the 
means  of  becoming  skilled  bookkeepers,  stenographers, 
type-writers  and  dress-makers,  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
desire  these  advantages,  at  a  very  small  cost,  and  in  this 
way  many  girls  have  become  self-supporting. 

Mrs.  Flach  and  her  philanthropic  committee  visit  the 
sick  and  brighten  their  homes  with  their  cheerful  presence 
and  judiciously  bestowed  assistance. 

Mrs.  Codd  and  the  women  associated  with  her  have  not 
only  secured  work  for  a  majority  of  the  applicants,  but 
have  prevented  numbers  of  poor  women  from  sending 
money  to  fraudulent  firms  advertising  to  furnish  work  at 
home.  As  a  penny  saved  is  equal  to  a  penny  earned,  one 
can  see  at  a  glance  the  many  ways  in  which  a  large  class  of 
working  women  are  benefited. 

The  Protective  Committee,  with  Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft  at 
its  head,  has  secured  the  payment  of  many  a  dollar  unjustly 
withheld  from  seamstress,  house-maid  and  scrub-woman. 
The  good  done  by  this  committee  is  not  confined  to  those 
for  whom  it  has  collected  money,  for  its  efforts  have  bene- 
fited the  community  at  large,  by  showing  both  employer 
and  employee  the  necessity  of  living  up  to  their  agreements, 
whether  written  or  verbal. 
Mrs.  Fiske  and  Mrs.  Benedict,  with  their  committees,  have 
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provided  recreation  in  the  form  of  musical  and  literary  en- 
tertainments, and  a  well-supplied  reading-room. 

The  Social  Affairs  and  Reception  Committee,  with  Mes- 
dames  Kenyon  and  Cooke  respectively  as  chairmen,  have 
served  refreshments  at  our  informal  receptions,  and  have 
proffered  a  cordial  greeting  to  all  visitors.  It  has  been 
extremely  gratifying  to  those  who  have  labored  to  make 
the  place  home-like  and  attractive,  to  notice  the  increased 
use  of  the  rooms  by  girls,  who  spend  their  luncheon  hour 
here,  and  who  seem  to  feel  an  ownership  in  the  pleasant 
home.  During  the  year  the  hospitalities  of  the  Union  have 
been  extended  to  other  organizations  of  women.  The 
Women's  Medical  Club,  the  Teachers*  Association  and  the 
Association  of  Collegiate  Allumnae,  have  held  meetings 
here  at  our  invitation,  and  it  can  be  safely  said  that  the 
Union  has  received  a  benefit  by  their  presence. 

The  usual  routine  work  of  the  Union  has  gone  as  hith-- 
erto.  At  the  annual  election,  held  May  7,  1889,  eight  of 
the  twelve  directors,  whose  term  expired  at  that  time,  were 
re-elected.  The  four  new  members  then  elected  were  Miss 
Mary  Ripley,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hussey,  Mrs.  Chester  Moore,  and 
Mrs.^P.  H.  Griffin.  At  a  special  meeting,  held  May  11,  the 
following  officers  were  chosen  :  President,  Mrs.  George  W^ 
Townsend  ;  ist  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Benjamin  H.  Williams  ; 
2d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Button  ;  3d  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day ;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Ellie  J. 
Shepard  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Porter  Norton  ; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill.  Fourteen  meetings  of  the 
directors  have  been  held,  twelve  regular  and  two  special ; 
and  with  the  exception  of  that  in  August,  all  have  been 
well  attended,  the  average  number  present  being  seventeen. 
The  records  show  the  total  membership  to  be  909.     The 
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number  of  registered  visitors  is  484,  which  represents  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  entire  number.  The  duties  of  Super- 
intendent have  been  faithfully  and  efficiently  performed  by 
Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis. 

It  becomes  the  pleasant  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  extend 
the  thanks  of  the  directors  to  the  many  generous  friends 
who  have  given  of  time,  money  and  material ;  to  our  legal 
advisers  who,  although  called  upon  often,  have  been  ever 
ready  to  contribute  freely  of  time  and  talents  ;  to  the  local 
press,  which  has  rendered  us  inestimable  assistance  ;  to  the 
physicians,  who  have  given  their  valuable  services  to  relieve 
the  sufferings  of  some  of  the  most  pitiable  cases  brought 
to  our  notice ;  and  to  all  other  benefactors  and  well-wish- 
ers of  the  Union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 

Recording  Secretary 
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COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 


I  regret  being  unable  to  report  as  brilliant  a  financial  suc- 
cess as  we  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  at  our  last 
annual  meeting.  But  the  work  then  was  so  thoroughly 
done,  as  to  leave  little  for  us  to  do. 

"  Little  things  make  up  the  sum  of  life ;  "  so  little  things 
have  made  up  the  work  of  the  Finance  Committee  this 
year.  The  steady  growth  of  the  Union  shows  that  we  have 
not  rested  on  the  laurels  won  so  victoriously.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  know  that  the  membership  has  increased.  We 
have  now  832  annual,  68  sustaining,  and  9  life-members. 
We  have  received  many  donations  of  money,  and  articles 
which  have  greatly  beautified  the  Union.  A  collection  of 
shells  was  kindly  given  by  Mr.  S.  S.  Guthrie,  in  memory  of  his 
wife.  Other  donations  have  been  voluntary  offerings  from 
friends,  and  some  the  cheerful  and  generous  responses  to 
our  solicitations. 

Let  us  join  our  hearts  and  hands  in  extending  the  work 
of  the  Union,  and  the  difficulties  which  may  now  seem 
great,  Will  be  like  the  child-mountains  in  the  fairy  tale, 
easily  overcome  by  our  united  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  L.  BLISS, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 


The  duties  of  this  committee  are,  as  its  name  indicates, 
to  have  charge  of  the  Social  Entertainments,  assist  in  receiv- 
ing and  entertaining  guests,  and  dispensing  the  hospitalities 
of  the  Union. 

Our  annual  fall  reception,  which  occurs  at  the  opening  of 
the  Union  for  the  winter's  work,  was  held  on  October  3d, 
1889.  Our  doors  were  thrown  open  to  all  friends  of  the 
Union  (gentlemen  as  well  as  ladies).  Refreshments  were 
served  in  the  Library  from  5  to  8  o'clock.  The  table  was 
presided  over  by  different  ladies  of  the  committee.  A 
large  number  gathered  together,  despite  the  rain,  which  is 
a  proverbial  adjunct  of  a  reception  at  the  Union.  We 
were  favored  with  some  short  speeches,  and  all  seemed  to 
forget  the  dreariness  without. 

October  25th  we  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Collegiate  Alumni,  which  held  its  sessions  in  our 
building.  Refreshments  were  served  in  the  Gymnasium. 
Willing  hearts  and  ready  hands  transformed  it  into  an  artis- 
tic supper-room.  Those  who  were  accustomed  to  come 
there  for  physical  exercise,  wondered  if  it  could  be  the 
same  place.  The  building  was  well  filled  that  evening,  and 
all  enjoyed  meeting  those  bright  women.  We  feel  that  we 
were  honored  in  being  allowed  to  serve  them,  and  we  were 
thankful  as  a  Union  that  we  had  a  home  of  our  own  in 
which  to  entertain  such  guests. 

January  17  th,  1890,  we  were  honored  with  a  foreign 
guest,  the  Russian  Princess  Engeletcheff,  and  after  listen- 
ing to  her  lecture,  a  reception  was  tendered  her  by  the 
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Union.  The  Educational  Committee  united  with  the  Social 
Affairs,  in  doing  her  honor.  The  Literary  and  Musical 
Committee  served  "  Russian  tea"  on  the  second  floor,  while 
the  Social  Affairs  Committee  served  "American  coffee"  in 
the  Library. 

A  luncheon  was  served  on  election  day,  May  6th,  1890, 
from  12  M.  to  7  p.  M.,  which  ended  the  duties  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

De  ETTE  E.  KENYON, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    EMPLOYMENT. 


The  Bureau  of  Employment  of  this  Union  has  kept 
pace  in  its  work  with  the  other  branches  of  usefulness  here 
carried  on.  Since  its  organization  it  has  been  the  aim  and 
object  of  this  department,  not  only  to  provide  temporary 
help  and  work,  but  to  confer  permanent  benefits  on  those 
coming  to  the  Union  for  relief.  Our  aim  is  to  assist  all 
such  to  be  useful ;  to  elevate  and  strengthen  all  whom  we 
try  to  help. 

To  show  how  the  work  of  the  Union  is  growing,  we  may 
refer  to  its  first  report,  issued  in  the  year  1885.  There 
were  105  women  who  were  assisted,  and  for  the  first 
year  that  was  doing  well.  Now  we  have  the  pleas- 
ure to  report,  that  out  of  the  823  applications  for  work, 
employment  has  been  furnished  to  745  women.  The  work 
was  varied,  including  office-work,  book-keeping,  clerkships. 
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Stenography,  dress-making,  plain  sewing,  nursing,  house- 
keeping, and  day  labor,  consisting  of  washing,  ironing, 
house-cleaning,  etc. 

Our  list  of  "Fraudulent  Firms*'  is  invaluable.  It  has 
been  the  means  of  preventing  many  a  poor  woman  from 
losing  her  hard-earned  money,  who  had  been  tempted  by 
the  advertisements,  "  Work  at  Home,*'  many  of  which  are 
frauds,  as  we  know  by  investigation. 

Our  Mending  Branch  does  not  grow  as  rapidly  as  we  ex- 
pected, when  it  was  added  to  our  work,  but  another  year 
we  anticipate  an  increase  in  this,  as  in  all  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Union. 

We  hope  to  receive  from  the  public  in  the  future  the 
same  hearty  co-operation  which  has  been  given  in  the  past. 
May  all  work  together  for  the  same  good  end. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  CODD, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 


A  resume  of  a  year's  work  in  any  department,  measured, 
as  it  is,  only  by  the  apparent  results,  can  convey  but  a 
vague  idea  of  the  details  necessary  to  such  results,  and  the 
vital  interest  required  of  every  participant  of  the  work  ; 
especially  in  this  department  of  Domestic  Training,  where 
personal  interest  is  the  essential  quality  needed  to  teach 
others  how  to  live.  W^ith  the  approach  of  winter  came 
the  organization  of  the  free-cooking  classes,  and  among  the 
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thirty  children,  whose  names  were  enrolled  on  the  books, 
were  found  several  who  were  in  regular  attendance  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

Instruction  was  given  every  Saturday  morning  for  twenty 
weeks,  and  ladies  from  the  committee  acted  as  volunteer 
teachers.  The  lessons  were  divided  into  four  short  courses. 
Five  lessons  were  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  breakfast, 
luncheon,  dinner  and  supper  dishes  respectively,  every 
fifth  lesson  being  a  practice  lesson,  when  these  miniature 
cooks  prepared  and  served  a  meal  to  six  or  eight  ladies, 
without  assistance  from  their  instructor. 

Our  idea  with  regard  to  the  children  was  to  drill  them  to 
be  competent  cooks,  and  each  teacher  endeavored  to  instill 
sound  principles  of  the  dignity  of  labor  into  their  young 
minds.  We  may  have  failed  in  our  purpose  with  the  ma- 
jority, but  we  cannot  count  the  time  lost  or  uselessly  spent, 
that  has  brought  so  much  happiness  to  the  children,  as  did 
these  weekly  meetmgs,  and  which  gave  them  so  much  power 
to  comfort  others. 

Two  or  three  cases  are  worthy  of  particular  mention. 
One  young  girl  of  fifteen  joined  the  class  early  in  the  season. 
She  seemed  despondent  and  unhappy,  and  we  soon  learned 
that  her  mother  was  dead,  and  that  she  kept  house  for  her 
father,  and  had  the  care  of  two  younger  brothers.  She 
showed  an  aptitude  for  serving,  and  special  instruction  was 
given  her  in  waiting.  She  rewarded  every  effort,  and  is 
now  a  happy,  bright-faced  girl,  competent  to  go  out  as 
waitress.  She  has  been  employed  already  by  several  ladies 
desiring  an  extra  waitress  for  the  evening,  or  for  a  meal, 
and  has  invariably  given  satisfaction.  We  heartily  recom- 
mend her  to  your  attention. 

Another  little  girl  came  two  years  ago,  pinched  with  hard 


work  and  hunger,  and  very  untidy  in  her  personal  appear- 
ance. To-day  she  is  a  thrifty,  neat-appearing  child,  and  a 
painstaking,  successful  cook. 

A  third  instance  is  that  of  a  black-eyed,  pretiy  child, 
whose  family  keep  a  "  boarder."  The  boarder  is  an  invalid, 
and  unable  to  take  much  nourishment.  Stella  came  to 
school  one  day  radiant  with  joy,  for  the  boarder  had  eaten, 
with  relish,  a  poached  egg  on  toast  she  had  cooked  for 
him,  and  it  was  the  first  good  meal  he  had  taken  for 
weeks. 

To  be  sure  we  see  the  children  at  their  best,  and  can  tell 
you  only  the  good,  but  the  benefit  of  their  association  with 
the  ladies  has  already  been  conspicuously  noticeable  in 
their  manners,  dress  and  speech. 

To  promote  happiness  and  order  in  the  household  still 
further,  two  courses  in  cooking  were  formed,  to  which  a 
small  price  of  admission  was  required.  These  were  at- 
tended by  young  housekeepers  and  others  who  came  to 
learn  how  to  prepare  some  delicacy,  or  complicated  dish. 
The  plain  course  included  the  making  of  bread,  broiling, 
frying,  stewing,  and  roasting  of  meats,  and  the  preparation 
of  fish,  vegetables,  eggs,  hash,  and  simple  desserts. 

The  second  course  comprised  salads,  oysters,  pies,  pat^s, 
fowl,  jellies,  sweet-breads,  frozen  puddings,  charlotte  russe, 
sick-room  cookery,  etc.  This  course  was  supplemented  by 
a  term  of  lessons  on  frostings,  during  which  instruction  was 
given  in  simple  and  ornamental  frostings,  macaroons,  fruit- 
buns,  and  candied  fruit,  by  a  professional  baker. 

Our  only  source  of  revenue  came  from  these  paying 
cooking  classes,  and  the  expenses  of  both  paying  and  free 
classes,  and  the  kitchen  garden,  were  to  be  met  by  this 
income.     Our  receipts  were  $74.70,  expenses  $114.46. 
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We  have  not  been  self-supporting,  but  have  exerted  every 
eifort  to  keep  within  the  fund  provided  for  our  use.  The 
kindness  of  the  many  friends  who  have  generously  donated 
groceries,  meats,  cooking  utensils,  spoons,  forks,  ice-cream 
freezer,  etc.,  has  helped  us  very  materially,  and  we  are 
deeply  indebted  to  them. 

As  the  years  move  on  we  hope  to  establish  a  school  that 
will  be  a  permanent  benefit  to  our  city.  We  are  laying  the 
foundation-stones  now,  in  the  kitchen  garden  and  free- 
cooking  class,  and  gaining  a  firm  influence  over  the  chil- 
dren that  is  destined  to  be  used  for  their  good,  and  ours. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

HATTIE  CALDWELL, 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE  ON    HYGIENE   AND    PHYSICAL 
CULTURE. 


The  work  of  this  committee  did  not  end  last  year,  until 
the  closing  of  the  Gymnasium  the  31st  of  May,  and  began 
again  in  September,  when  two  lectures  were  given  under 
its  auspices  by  Mrs.  Annie  Jenness-Miller,  on  "  Artistic  and 
Hygienic  Dress."  The  lecture-room  of  the  Union  being 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  many  who  wished  to  attend, 
Concert  Hall  was  secured.  The  lectures  were  a  great  suc- 
cess, both  socially  and  financially,  and  many  Bufi^alo  women 
have  become  converts,  and  are  wearing  either  the  real  Jen- 
ness-Miller garments,  or  modified  patterns  of  the  same. 
The  committee  arranged  a  unique  and  original  advertising 
programme  for  these  lectures,  which  has  been  extensively 
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copied  both  east  and  west.  Each  advertisement  was  headed 
by  a  classical  quotation,  selected  to  fit  the  advertisement. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  but  few  programmes 
were  left  in  the  Hall,  the  audience  taking  them  away  as 
curiosities. 

Beginning  January  25th,  a  course  of  ten  lectures  on 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  was  given  by  Professor  Pohlman. 
These  were  well  attended,  and,  like  all  of  Professor  PohU 
man's  lectures,  were  extremely  interesting  and  instructive. 

In  April,  a  lecture  on  the  "  Care  of  the  Hands  and  Nails,** 
was  given  by  Mrs.  C.  R.  Wright,  the  well-known  manicure. 
This  was  the  first  lecture  of  the  kind  ever  given  in  Buffalo, 
and  will  be  repeated  early  in  the  autumn. 

The  Gymnasium. 

No  department  of  the  Union,  perhaps,  attracts  more  at- 
tention than  the  Gymnasium,  where  almost  any  hour  of  the 
day,  from  10  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  during  the  season,  maybe 
found  a  band  of  happy  children,  a  dozen  or  more  merry 
girls,  or  a  more  subdued  class  of  ladies,  enjoying  to  the  full 
the  delights  of  physical  exercise. 

We  are  nearing  the  close  of  our  fourth  year  of  the  Gym- 
nasium. There  is  of  necessity  a  sameness  in  the  reports  in 
some  directions,  and  yet  there  is  some  variety,  for  no  two 
pupils  are  ever  exactly  alike.  In  nearly  every  individual 
attending  the  Gymnasium,  there  is  a  marked  improvement 
in  some  direction. 

"  My  daughter  has  never  slept  so  well  since  she  was  born, 
as  she  has  since  she  has  been  in  your  class,"  is  good  news  of 
a  frail  girl  of  sixteen. 

"  I  haven't  had  a  headache  since  I  came,"  is  the  testimony 
from  a  former  sufferer  from  biliousness. 
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To  the  question,  "  A  poor  appetite  was  one  of  your  com- 
plaints,— how  is  it  now  ? "  the  answer  was  :  "  Well,  my  little 
sister  says  it  varies,  for  sometimes  I  eat  everything  there  is 
to  be  had,  and  sometimes  almost  everything." 

One  lady  complains  that  we  must  be  in  league  with  the 
dressmakers,  for  her  chest  has  broadened  so  much  that  she 
must  have  new  gowns  throughout,  not  one  of  her  present 
supply  being  even  bearable. 

If  we  are  in  league  with  the  dressmakers,  we  must  be 
with  the  boomers  of  Buffalo,  for  we  have  had  pupils  from 
Lancaster,  Lockport,  Warsaw,  Ithaca,  Tonawanda,  Batavia 
and  Elmira,  and  one  family  will  move  to  Buffalo  next  fall, 
just  for  the  Gymnasium  work,  not  only  from  another  city, 
but  from  another  State,  a  distance  of  175  miles.  The  girl 
for  ■  whose  benefit  they  make  this  change,  has  come  to 
Buffalo  once  a  week  since  January,  for  work  in  the 
Gymnasium. 

Miss  Foster  must  be  in  league  with  the  artists,  for  she 
is  constantly  sepding  forth  improved  figures.  Two  girls 
sent  at  the  same  time  by  the  same  physician,  illustrates  this 
point.  Their  second  measurements  were  taken  a  few  days 
ago,  and  the  one  who  was  too  slender  throughout  had 
gained  in  girth  of  chest,  waist  and  hips,  and  the  other,  suf- 
fering from  too  much  fatty  accumulation,  while  gaining  in 
chest  girth  one  inch,  had  reduced  the  size  of  waist  and 
hips.  Some  one,  I  know,  breathes  a  sigh  of  relief  over  this 
successful  reduction  of  the  waist  girth,  and  owns  up  that 
she  thought  Miss  Foster  was  a  monomaniac  on  making 
waists  larger.  Not  at  all ;  unless  the  waist  is  so  small  as 
to  be  out  of  proportion,  and  cause  biliousness,  dyspepsia, 
etc.,  by  crowding  the  vital  organs  as  well  as  detracting  from 
the  symmetry  and  beauty  of  the  figure.     Exercise  brings 
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each  form  nearer  to  the  normal  type  of  development,  as 
shown  in  the  case  of  two  girls,  one  of  whom  had  wished  to 
gain  a  few  pounds  to  round  out  a  too  slender  figure,  and 
the  other  wished  ardently  to  lose  some  of  her  superfluous 
flesh.  Each  found  her  wish  gratified  after  four  months  in 
the  Gymnasium. 

One  young  lady  of  twenty  expressed  dismay  at  finding  a 
gain  of  one-half  inch  in  height,  but  dismay  changes  to 
pleasure,  when  she  finds  the  gain  in  height  comes  from  the 
straightening  of  that  little  sideway  curvature  of  her  spine, 
and  that  her  shoulders  are  even  now.  But  the  little  girl, 
the  record  of  whose  first  measure  shows  this  item  :  "  Mem. 
Increase  her  height  by  suspension,"  has  really  grown  four 
and  a  half  inches  in  six  months,  and  is  much  better  pro- 
portioned ;  and  yet  Miss  P'oster  does  not  consider  this  an 
extraordinary  case. 

Then  there  is  one  pupil — a  boy — whose  paralyzed  fin- 
gers could  not  dress  himself  two  years  ago,  who  has  learned 
to  ride  a  bicycle,  which  needs  both  skiU  and  muscular 
control. 

We  might  go  on  enumerating  kindred  incidents,  but  time 
and  space  will  not  permit.  Many  of  the  pupils  would  like 
to  keep  on  through  the  year,  but  it  seems  wiser  to  close 
the  classes  during  the  warm  weather,  and  let  the  exercise 
be  tennis,  boating,  cycling,  walking,  etc.  Quite  a  number 
of  the  pupils  are  supplying  themselves  with  clubs  and  mak- 
ing memorandum,  to  aid  them  in  keeping  up  light  exercise 
cool  summer  mornings. 

We  have  had  171  pupils  in  all  our  classes  this  year,  and 
adding  those  in  the  other  Gymnasium,  250  women  and  chil- 
dren have  been  benefited  by  systematic  scientific  physical 
culture,  this  winter.     This  is  more  than  ever  before,  but 
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when  we  think  of  the  size  of  Buffalo,  it  should  be  more 
than  quadruple  that  number.  That  women  are  beginning 
to  realize  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  exercise,  is  one 
of  the  hopeful,  as  well  as  one  of  the  healthful,  signs  of  the 
times.  Is  it  not  a  little  significant,  that  the  epoch  of  higher 
education  for  women  should  also  be  the  epoch  of  feminine 
health  and  strength,  and  added  beauty  and  womanliness  ? 
Physicians  are  beginning  to  recommend  the  Gymnasium 
more  and  more  to  their  nervous  and  debilitated  patients,  as 
a  tonic  and  restorer  of  nervous  force. 

A  patient  of  Dr.  Mann  consulted  him  a  short  time  since, 
in  regard  to  remaining  in  the  Gymnasium,  saying  she  feared 
the  exercise  was  too  much  for  her.  "  Too  much,"  he  re- 
plied, **  the  trouble  is,  you  do  not  take  enough  exercise. 
Go  back  and  take  double." 

Three  open  class  days  have  been  given  during  the  year, 
in  which  about  fifty  of  the  pupils  took  part,  enabling  parents 
and  friends  to  see  how  much  they  had  improved  in  grace, 
strength  and  health,  by  their  gymnastic  exercises.  We 
have  had  eight  in  our  class  this  year,  who  began  when  the 
Gymnasium  did,  four  years  ago.  In  different  classes  we 
count  fifty-five,  who  show  by  their  skill  and  strength  that 
this  is  not  their  first  year.  A  number  are  carrying  on  their 
work  in  the  schools  they  are  attending.  One  of  our  former 
pupils,  now  at  Ogontz,  surprises  her  teachers  by  showing 
the  best  physic^  development  of  any  one  in  school,  and 
calls  out  the  astonished  question,  "  Where  have  you  taken 
physical  exercise  ? " 

During  the  past  year  Miss  Foster  has  had  an  able  assist- 
ant in  Miss  Kate  Leland  Adams,  a  graduate  from  Dr.  Sar- 
gent's school   of    physical  training.      Miss    Adams    also 
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conducts  the  gymnasium  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary.  The 
Gymnasium  at  the  Union  closes  for  the  year  May  24th. 

It  seems  hardly  right  to  close  our  report  without  men- 
tioning the  class  in  fencing,  under  Miss  Foster.  A  dozen 
of  our  girls  have  become  quite  proficient  in  this  graceful 
exercise,  and  can  thrust  you  "seconde,*'  parry  "  prime, " 
**  risport  in  quinte,"  and  come  back  to  "  carte  garde,"  before 
you  are  half  ready  with  your  "  octare  "  parry,  and  look  so 
pretty  doing  it  that  you  have  not  the  heart  to  be  vexed. 

The  Union  is  to  be  congratulated,  not  only  on  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  its  efforts  to  establish  a  school  for 
physical  culture  in  this  city,  but  to  have  so  entirely  over- 
come the  prejudices  which  it  encountered  in  the  beginning; 
for  to  paraphrase  a  familiar  quotation,  "  Those  who  came 
to  scoff,  remained  to  praise." 

The  financial  statement  of  this  committee  for  the  year 
ending  May  ist,  1890,  is  as  follows: 

Receipts  from  Gymnasium,  lectures,  and  other  sources,  $1,678.65 
Expenses 1.57S.99 

Cash  on  hand 99.66 

By  balance  paid  into  general  fund. 578-33 

Gains  to  May  1, 1890 $  677.99 

The  committee  desires  to  express  its  sincere  thanks  to 
all  who  have  assisted  in  this  branch  of  the^Union  work. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  FLINT  WADE, 

Chairman, 


PHILANTHROPIC   COMMITTEE. 


The  object  of  the  Philanthropic  Committee  is  not  alone 
to  bestow  charity,  but  to  visit  sick  members,  and  to  cheer, 
comfort  and  advise  those  who  are  in  trouble.  Regular 
meetings  have  been  held  on  the  last  Friday  of  every  month. 
The  committee  numbers  fourteen,  and  there  has  been  a 
good  average  attendance.  , 

Fifty-two  worthy  families,  representing  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  persons,  have  been  investigated  and  received 
aid.  Kind  friends  have  donated  three  hundred  and  ninety 
articles  of  clothing,  and  thirty-three  pairs  of  shoes.  Wine 
and  flowers  for  the  sick  have  also  been  given. 

Cash  donations,  amounting  to  sixty-one  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  were,  received.  From  this  amount  a  wire  corset  was 
purchased  for  a  deformed  girl,  who  has  also  received  free 
medical  attendance.  Two  other  deformed  children  have 
also  had  the  benefit  of  a  physician's  services. 

Homes  and  shelter  have  been  provided  for  the  old,  young, 
and  feeble,  in  asylums  and  hospitals.  Employment  has 
been  obtained  for  the  destitute. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  committee,  transportation 
was  furnished  by*Mr.  Adam  Rehm,  superintendent  of  poor, 
for  one  person  to  Rochester,  one  to  Chicago,  and  two  to 
Detroit. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  are  due  to  Drs.  Morris, 
Shepard,  Walker,  Wilcox  and  Bartow,  for  having  at  all 
times  responded  cheerfully  to  calls  for  their  services. 

The  co-operation  of  the  women  of  our  city  is  solicited, 
so  that  the  Philanthropic  Committee  may  be  able  to  increase 
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its  power  for  the  befriending  of  women.  The  means  at  our 
disposal  are  too  limited  to  admit  of  all  that  the  Union  would 
have  us  do. 

Donations  of  money,  clothing,  and  provisions  will  always 
be  acceptable,  and  such  bounty  wisely  bestowed. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

LOUISE  FLACH, 

Chairman. 


EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE. 


The  chapter  in  our  yearly  report  which  records  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Educational  Committee,  will  be  short,  but 
if  the  words  which  describe  it  are  few,  we  hope  that  to 
those  who  are  able  to  read  between  the  lines  our  claim  to 
the  motto,  **  multum  in  pariJo "  will  not  appear  egotistical. 
Active  work  was  resumed  in  September,  when  circulars  of 
the  classes  and  lectures  were  printed  and  distributed. 

The  regular  class- work  began  October  28th,  and  continued 
to  May  ist.  Four  free  and  six  paid  classes  have  been  held, 
the  whole  number  attending  being  155. 

The  teachers  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows :  Of 
French,  Professor  Edouard  Baillot ;  German,  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Utrich  ;  Book-keeping  and  Penmanship,  Miss  Stoneman  ; 
Stenography,  Miss  Mary  E.  Blossom ;  Arithmetic,  Miss 
Blanche  McGowan  ;  Drawing,  Miss  Grace  Caldwell ;  Dress- 
making, Mrs.  Mary  Miller  Shupe ;  Reading  and  Type-writ- 
ing, Miss  Linda  Dowd.  Miss  Dowd,  finding  herself  obliged  to 
discontinue  her  work  before  the  close  of  the  year,  the  read- 
ing-class was  continued  by  Miss  Stoneman,  and  type-writing 
by  Miss  Jessie  D.  Patterson. 
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Six  Coteries  have  been  provided  during  the  winter  and 
spring.  At  the  first,  held  October  nth,  Mr.  N.  S.  Rosenau 
gave  an  interesting  account  of  "  Some  of  the  Charities  of 
Paris,"  which  he  had  visited  during  the  summer.  On  De- 
cember 7th  we  listened  to  the  excellent  paper  on  "  Educa- 
tion versus  Examination,*'  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley,  read  at 
the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  A.  A.  W.,  held  in  Denver. 
On  January  6th  the  subject  of  "  Manual  Training  in 
Schools,"  which  is  at  present  of  so  much  interest  in  our 
city,  was  ably  treated  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Putnam.  On  February 
7th  we  spent  a  delightful  "  Hour  in  New  Zealand,"  with 
Miss  E.  Jarrett.  An  interesting  description  of  "  The  Peo- 
ple's Palace  in  London,"  by  Dr.  John  Parmenter,  enter- 
tained the  audience  which  assembled  here  March  7th,  and 
at  the  last  meeting,  held  April  nth.  Professor  A.  C.  Rich- 
ardson treated  us  to  a  "  Bicycle  Tour  in  Europe,"  and 
through  his  magic  Kodac  we  saw  many  charming  views  in 
Scotland,  England  and  France.  These  meetings  are  free 
to  all  who  choose  to  attend  them,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
committee  are  due  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  have 
so  kindly  assisted  us  in  entertaining  our  many  friends. 

Four  paid  lectures  have  also  been  provided  by  this  com- 
mittee. On  November  15th,  Mrs.  Abby  Morton  Diaz,  in  a 
lecture  on  "  The  Ethics  of  Nationalism,"  presented  some 
thoughts  inspired  by  Edward  Bellamy's  celebrated  book, 
*'  Looking  Backward."  On  November  2 2d,  those  interested 
in  philanthropic  work  listened  with  pleasure  to  Mrs.  Helen 
Campbell,  while  she  spoke  to  us  of  "  The  Poor :  What  we 
Owe  and  What  we  do  not  Owe  Them  ;  "  and  on  January  16th 
and  17th,  the  two  lectures  of  the  Russian  Princess  Enga- 
litcheff,  on  "The  Imperial  Family,"  and  "Social  Life  in 
Russia,"  drew  large  and  interested  audiences. 
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The  invitation  extended  by  the  Union  to  The  National 
Association  of  Collegiate  Alumnae,  to  hold  its  annual  meet- 
ing in  Buffalo,  October  25th  and  26th,  having  been  accepted, 
the  Educational  Committee,  by  request  of  the  Board,  took 
charge  of  the  entertainment  of  the  delegates.  So  enthu- 
siastic was  the  response  to  our  requests  that  the  homes  of 
our  friends  should  be  opened  to  receive  our  visitors,  that 
we  could  have  provided  for  the  entertainment  of  three 
times  the  number  of  those  who  came.  The  reception  given 
on  the  evening  of  October  25th,  was  one  of  the  most  delight- 
ful and  brilliant  events  in  our  history.  The  pleasure  of 
meeting  so  many  charming  and  cultivated  women,  the  en- 
joyment and  inspiration  received  by  those  who  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  Association,  more  than  repaid  us  for 
every  effort  made  for  the  comfort  and  entertainment  of  our 
guests,  and  we  shall  long  cherish  the  pleasant  memory  of 
their  visit  to  the  Women's  Union  of  Buffalo. 

The  scholarship  which  was  so  generously  donated  last 
year  by  C.  O.  Perrin,  of  the  College  of  Commerce,  has 
been  continued.  We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  same,  not 
only  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  young  girl  who,  through 
their  kindness,  has  been  able  to  prepare  herself  for  a  busi- 
ness life. 

Our  Financial  Report  for  the  year  is  as  follows : 

Receipts  from  classes  and  lectures $404.25 

Expenses  for  payment  of  teachers,  lectures,  advertis- 
ing, etc 602.40 

Though  we  are  repeatedly  assured  that  the  Union  does 
not  expect  that  the  work  of  this  committee  shall  be  self- 
supporting,  and  although  our  increasing  membership 
relieves  us  of  much  anxiety  as  to  where  we  shall  obtain 
means  to  carry  out  all  necessary  work,  still  we  shall  never 
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be  perfectly  happy,  until  at  the  close  of  each  year  we  are 
able  to  present  a  clean  balance-sheet  at  the  end  of  our 
annual  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CHARLOTTE  STONEMAN  WILLIAMS, 

Chairman. 


PROTECTIVE   COMMITTEE. 


The  good  that  exists  in  the  world  to-day,  has  been 
achieved  by  those  men  and  women  who  believe  that  heaven 
is  to  be  built  up  from  below,  and  that  the  material  with 
which  to  rear  this  divine  structure  is  found  in  the  human 
nature  of  their  fellow-beings. 

In  this  spirit  was  this  institution  founded,  and  on  this 
basis  the  Protective  Committee  stands.  For  it  must  be 
remembered  that  our  work  is  not  one  of  charity,  but  rather 
of  helpfulness, — the  class  of  women  and  girls  that  apply 
to  us  for  assistance  and  counsel  being  chiefly  self- 
supporting. 

The  records  of  the  committee  show  that  the  influence 
of  its  work  reaches  higher,  and  penetrates  deeper,  as  the 
years  pass  by. 

The  largest  number  of  claims  recorded  any  preceding 
year  was  ii8.  For  the  year  ending  in  May,  1890,  the 
books  show  180  complaints,  involving  $4,831.26.  It  is 
impossible  to  imagine  many  combinations  of  circumstances 
that  do  not  come  to  us,  and  in  many  instances  it  is  well 
known  that  the  claims  could  not  be  collected,  even  were 
judgment  obtained. 
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The  majority  of  such  cases  are  settled  by  the  efforts  of 
the  twenty  women  who  make  up  the  committee.  Such  a 
work  as  this  is  no  light  task,  and  should  be  understood  and 
appreciated  by  every  man  and  woman  who  seeks  for  a  bet- 
ter adjustment  of  society.  To  cite  figures  exactly,  i8o  cases 
have  been  recorded,  with  claims  amounting  to  $4,831.26  ; 
65  cases  have  been  settled  and  $466.46  have  been  collected  ; 
59  claims,  involving  $537.82,  are  still  pending,  and  24  of 
.these  cases  are  in  the  hands  of  the  attorneys  for  collection  ; 
47  claims  have  been  dropped,  in  nine  of  which,  involving 
§3,272.48,  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  cause  of  action. 
Of  the  remaining  38  cases,  eleven  were  found  to  be  un- 
worthy, three  were  withdrawn  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  the 
remaining  twenty-four  could  not  be  collected,  on  account 
of  the  indigence,  death,  or  flight  of  the  defendants.  These 
statements  show  65  cases  won  against  the  24  that  were 
actually  lost. 

But  behind  these  figures  lie  many  facts  that  cannot  be 
written.  The  good  that  has  been  done  cannot  be  estimated 
in  dollars  and  cents.  The  wife  seeking  separation  or  sup- 
port, children  asking  protection  from  parents,  contracts 
broken,  wages  unjustly  withheld,  and  wrongs,  fancied  and 
real,  to  be  righted.  In  fact,  there  has  sometimes  been  a 
strong  temptation  to  open  the  books  to  the  reporters  of  our 
newspapers,  and  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  giving 
publicity  to  the  doings  of  those  who  try  to  make  might 
right. 

Many  special  cases  of  great  interest  might  be  added  to 
this  report.  Among  them  would  be  found  a  case  of  mal- 
practice against  a  prominent  physician  of  New  York  city. 
This  case  was  presented  by  a  girl  who  has  been  made  a 
cripple  for  life,  as  the  result  of  a  medical  experiment,  while 
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she  was  a  charity  patient  in  the  Woman's  Hospital.  Another 
case  was  reported  from  an  adjoining  town.  As  the  result 
of  a  visit  of  one  of  the  committee  and  one  of  the  counsel- 
ors, an  insane  mother  has  been  cared  for,  three  neglected 
children  have  been  put  into  school,  the  father  has  built  a 
new  house,  and  the  older  daughter  was  persuaded  to  return 
to  her  home  arid  take  charge  of  the  family. 

A  case  that  promises  interesting  developments,  is  that 
against  a  western  railroad.  A  girl  who  was  injured  in  an 
accident  on  this  road,  to  such  an  extent  that  she  has  almost 
lost  the  power  of  speech,  was  persuaded  to  sign  papers 
releasing  the  road  from  any  damages.  Afterwards  she  was 
confined  in  an  insane  asylum,  through  the  efforts  of  the  rail- 
road company,  where  she  was  kept  for  several  months. 
When  finally  released,  she  took  what  money  she  had  and 
started  east, — anywhere  to  elude  her  pursuers.  It  is  grat- 
ifying to  us  that  she  reached  Buffalo,  and  that  her  case  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  skillful  attorney. 

We  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  referring  to  the 
man  who  was  discharged  from  the  police  court  only  to  be 
indicted  by  the  grand  jury,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  two 
years  and  one  month  in  the  penitentiary,  through  our 
efforts. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
Police  Matron : 

**  In  the  report  for  last  year  the  statement  was  made  that 
in  the  revised  charter,  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  passed 
by  our  State  Legislature,  provision  had  been  made  for  the 
appointment  of  three  Police  Matrons,  who  should  have 
charge  of  all  women  arrested  in  the  city,  their  salaries  to 
be  the  same  as  that  of  patrolmen,  and  that  they  should 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  Police  Pension  Fund  for  their 
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children.  Unfortunately  for  our  hopes,  although  the  bill 
passed,  it  was  vetoed.  This  year  the  same  provisions  were 
incorporated  in  the  charter  bill  which  has  just  been  passed, 
and  we  rejoice  that  at  last  there  seems  a  probability  that  the 
Police  Matron  law,  passed  two  years  ago,  will  be  enforced.  * 
"  An  attempt  has  also  been  made  to  obtain  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Matron  at  the  jail.  A  committee,  consisting  of 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  H.  Williams, 
was  appointed  to  push  the  matter.  The  "sheriff  signified 
his  readiness  to  make  the  appointment,^if  the  supervisors 
would  provide  for  the  salary.  A  request  was  sent  by  our 
Board  of  Directors  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  asking 
that  a  sum  not  less  than  $400  be  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  salary.  The  board  disposed  of  the  matter 
to  their  own  satisfaction,  though  not  to  ours,  by  giving  the 
sheriff  permission  to  make  the  appointment  and  pay  the 
salary  himself,  which,  considering  the  fact  that  he  already 
had  that  power,  was,  to  say  the  least,  extremely  generous. 
We  shall  continue  to  urge  this  matter  with  every  Board  of 
Supervisors,  which  in  the  future  shall  be  elected  in  this 
county,  hoping  eventually  to  find  one  of  sufficiently  philan- 
thropic ideas  to  grant  our  request. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"Charlotte  S.  Williams." 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  in  September 
was  an  auspicious  one.  On  that  day  it  was  proposed  by 
the  Secretary  to  secure  an  amendment  to  the  law  which 
regulates  the  exemption  of  certain  property  from  the  wages 
of  persons  hired  by  the  day,  week  or  month,  and  on  that 
day  the  President  of  the  Union  presented  the  matter  of 
woman  physicians  in  asylums  to  the  committee. 

•  The  Charter  bill  ultimately  failed  to  receive  the  Governor's  signature. 
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The  first  scheme  was  laid  before  the  counselors  of  the 
committee,  with  the  following  result :  It  was  recommended 
that  sections  3 131  and  3221  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Proced- 
ure, be  made  applicable  to  the  Municipal  Court  of  Buffalo. 
Section  3 131  applies  only  to  Justices*  courts  in  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  and  section  3221  applies  only  to  the  district 
courts  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

This,  with  slight  changes,  was  supposed  to  be  incorpo- 
rated in  the  charter,  but  in  the  general  melee  it  was  over- 
looked and  lost  by  the  wayside.  However,  we  are  prom- 
ised that  it  shall  be  passed  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

On  November  4th,  1889,  a  letter  was  sent  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Union  to  fifty-seven  superintendents  of  insane 
hospitals  and  asylums,  asking  whether  they  employed 
women  physicians,  and  whether  they  would  approve  of 
women  physicians  being  put  in  charge  of  their  own  sex. 
Forty-six  answers,  from  thirty-two  different  states,  were 
received,  and  of  these  thirty-three  were  favorable,  five  op- 
posed, five  non-committal,  and  three  not  prejudiced. 

The  matter  was  presented  to  and  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  January  7th,  1890,  and  the  President  was  au- 
thorized to  prepare  the  bill.  The  bill  was  presented  in  the 
Assembly  by  the  Honorable  William  F.  Sheehan,  and  in  the 
Senate  by  the  Honorable  John  Laughlin,  January  14th. 

On  March  27th  the  bill  passed  the  Assembly,  with  only 
two  negative  votes,  and  April  i6th  it  passed  the  Senate, 
with  a  record  of  twenty-six  to  three.  Signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor April  27th,  the  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
a  woman  physician  to  serve  on  the  medical  staff  of  State 
Insane  Hospitals  and  Asylums  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
became  a  law.     "Was  there  ever  a  woman  without  vanity  ? 


40 

or  a  man,  either?  Only  with  this  difference,  that  among 
gentlemen  the  commodity  is  generally  styled  ambition," 
wrote  Caroline  Herschel. 

Six  months  of  indefatigable  labor,  and  the  reform  was 
accomplished. 

But  we  have  forgotten  the  hard  work  ;  we  have  forgot- 
ten the  time  and  money  spent ;  we  have  forgotten  the 
criticisms  and  discouragements,  even  from  those  who  now 
congratulate  us  on  our  victory.  We  have  only  to  remember 
the  kindness  and  generous  spirit  of  our  assemblyman  and 
our  senator,  of  the  public  press  and  of  the  many  who 
helped  us  silently. 

To  the  gentlemen  who  have  given  much  valuable  time  to 
settle  our  legal  difficulties,  the  committee  would  make 
grateful  acknowledgments  ;  as  also  to  the  press  and  the 
superintendent  of  police,  who  have  been  called  upon  many 
times  to  render  us  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARRIE  VAN  NESS  MOOT, 

Secretary, 


LIBRARY   COMMITTEE. 


The  Library  Committee  reports  little  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  books.  Very  little  money  could  be  devoted  to  that 
purpose,  and  the  committee  contented  itself  with  keeping 
the  current  magazines  and  papers  on  hand  for  reference 
and  use. 

There  are  twenty-six  periodicals  and  journals,  besides 
the  Buffalo  daily  papers,  on  our  shelves  and  tables.     Of 
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these,  the  dailies  and  nineteen  of  the  magazines  and  journals, 
are  presented  to  the  Union  by  generous  publishers  and 
friends.  For  the  seven  remaining  we  pay  $5.10,  and  we  have 
on  hand  $11.90.  A  few  volumes  of  magazines  have  been 
bound  for  preservation.  Such  illustrated  papers  as  were  suit- 
able, have  been  given  to  the  Insane  Hospital,  and  others  are 
ready  for  distribution. 

The  thanks  of  the  Union  are  due  to  Peter  Paul  &  Bro., 
Mr.  R.  W.  Alexander,  Mrs.  James  Mooney,  Barnes,  Hen- 
gerer  &  Co.,  Mr.  B.  H.  Williams,  Mr.  Frank  Ransom,  an 
Unknown  Friend,  and  various  publishers  and  institutions, 
for  magazines,  papers,  bulletins  and  reports. 

The  Union  received  six  volumes  from  Mrs.  James  Hol- 
lister,  and  twenty-four  from  the  Misses  Rochester,  during 
the  year ;  which  gifts  were  duly  acknowledged  by  the 
committee,  but  deserve  a  more  public  notice. 

In  July,  1889,  the  Union  received  from  Mr.  S.  S.  Guthrie 
a  collection  of  shells,  corals  and  minerals,  gathered  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Guthrie  ;  to  be  known  as  the  Mrs.  S.  S.  Guthrie 
collection.  The  Union  provided  a  cabinet  for  its  reception, 
and  the  specimens  were  arranged  during  August  of  last 
year.  It  is  a  beautiful  and  valuable  collection,  and  attracts 
much  attention  from  the  numerous  visitors  to  these  rooms. 
The  W.  E.  and  I.  U.  has  no  warmer  friend  than  the  donor, 
and  is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  this  munificent  gift. 

The  committee  pleads  small  means  and  lack  of  room,  as 
barriers  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  desires.  It  wished  to 
add  to  the  library  at  least  one  hundred  volumes,  and  to 
fit  up  another  room  where  visitors  could  find  more  leisure 
and  quietude  than  are  at  present  possible  in  the  crowded 
library,  with  its  many  visitors,  and  their  continual  migra- 
tion through  the  room  and  halls. 
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There  are  many  books  needed.  Philosophy,  science,  his- 
tory, sociology,  biography,  and  poetry,  are  poorly  repre- 
rented  on  our  shelves,  and  much  of  the  best  fiction  is 
conspicuously  absent. 

We  have  an  ideal  library  in  our  minds.  Shall  we  ever 
see  our  dreams  realized  ?     It  is  for  you  to  say. 

In  this  great  city  is  much  money,  more  brains,  plenty  of 
enterprise.  Surely,  with  a  share  of  each,  we  ought  to  ma- 
terialize some  of  our  visions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GRACIA  S.  BENEDICT, 

Chairman, 


Magazines  and  Papers  to  be  Found  in  the  Library. 

Scribner's  Magazine,  Business    Woman's     Record, 
Century  Magazine,  St.  Paul, 

Nationalist  Magazine,  Bulletin  Y.  M.  C.  A., 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine,  Refuge  Journal,  Chicago, 

Home-Maker  Magazine,  Our    Record,    Home  for  the 
Poet  Lore  Magazine,  Friendless, 

Contemporary  Review,  The  Ingleside, 

Fortnightly  Review,  Buffalo  Courier, 

North  American  Review,  Buffalo  Express, 

Nineteenth  Century,  Buffalo  Commercial, 

Lend  a  Hand,  Business  Woman's  Journal, 

Current  Literature,  Nation, 

Art  Amateur,  Woman's  Journal, 

Fashion    Magazine,  Barnes,  Woman's  Cycle, 

Hengerer  &  Co.,  Harper's  Bazaar, 

The  Keystone,  Homoeopath-  New  York  Sunday  Tribune. 

ic  Hospital, 


COMMITTEE   ON    LITERARY   AND   MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


This  committee  began  its  work  in  November,  commenc- 
ing the  series  of  Free  Entertainments  on  the  19th.  -Six 
were  given  during  the  season,  which  closed  in  April. 

The  members  of  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  avoid 
repetition  in  arranging  for  these  entertainments,  conse- 
quently a  variety  has  been  enjoyed  by  the  appreciative 
audiences  which  have  filled  this  part  of  the  building.  We 
have  been  obliged  to  keep  in  mmd  our  very  limited  stage 
accommodations.  Had  more  room  been  at  our  disposal^ 
one  or  two  plays  at  least  would  have  been  considered. 

The  first  part  of  the  programme  of  the  entertainment 
given  in  November  consisted  of  musical  selections  rendered 
by  a  chorus  and  double  quartette,  from  the  choir  of  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  directed  by  Mr.  Henry 
Chase,  and  accompanied  by  Mr.  Eggleston,  organist  ;  Part 
second,  of  tableaux,  in  which  many  young  people  took 
part.  These  were  interspersed  with  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music.  For  the  full  programme  of  all  entertain- 
ments, I  refer  you  to  the  annual  report. 

An  omnibus  was  furnished,  free  of  charge,  through  the 
generosity  of  our  ever  kind  friend,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Miller. 
The  entertainments  given  in  December,  January  and  April, 
were  literary  and  musical  treats,  and  our  thanks  are  due 
the  many  young  men  and  women  who  so  kindly  gave  their 
services. 

The  first  part  of  the  entertainment,  given  in  February, 
was  by  young  people  from  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  who 
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kindly  repeated  the  **  Three  Little  Maids  from  School,"  and 
"The  Japanese  Wedding,"  with  piano  accompaniment. 
Several  literary  and  musical  selections  were  most  creditably 
rendered. 

In  March,  a  gifted  member  of  our  committee  gave  a 
delightful  talk  on  Raphael,  and  his  three  contemporaries, 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  Michael  Angelo,  and  Titian,  speak- 
ing of  the  lives,  reminiscences  and  paintings  of  these  mas- 
ters, illustrating  the  times,  the  cities  in  which  they  lived, 
and  the  styles  of  their  paintings,  with  about  one  hundred 
stereopticon  slides. 

From  the  short  sketch  given  you  of  these  entertainments, 
you  will  readily  see  how  deeply  indebted  we  are  to  the 
many  friends  who  have  so  generously  contributed  to  the 
pleasure  of  those  who  were  privileged  to  enjoy  six  most 
delightful  and  instructive  evenings  during  the  past  winter, 
at  the  W.  E.  and  L  Union. 

We  must  not  forget  to  mention,  that  at  the  reception 
given  the  Russian  Princess  in  January,  that  members  of 
this  committee,  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  C.  H.  Rath- 
bun,  served  a  most  dainty  Russian  Tea,  in  one  of  the  pret- 
tiest studios  of  the  building. 

In  behalf  of  the  L'nion  we  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to 
Mr.  William  C.  Sweet,  who  kindly  gave  us  the  use  of  his 
piano  during  the  past  year. 

We  have  just  been  pleasantly  surprised  by  the  gift  of  a 
fine  Chickering  Grand  Piano,  from  Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom,  a 
member  of  the  Union,  and  one  of  our  newly-elected  direc- 
tors. To  Mrs.  Ransom  belongs  the  gratitude  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  for  her  generous  gift. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 

Chairman, 
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Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 

November  19,  1889.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  Rathbun,  Mrs. 
Le  Roy  Kendall,  Mrs.  Hammond,  Miss  Hoxie,  the  Misses. 
Looney,  Miss  Kirkover  and  Miss  Hazard.  Part  ist — Mu- 
sical selections,  rendered  by  a  chorus  and  double  quartette 
from  the  choir  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Mr. 
Henry  Chase,  director,  Mr.  Eggleston,  organist.  Part  2d — 
Tableaux,  solos,  instrumental  music  by  members  of  Senno's 
Italian  orchestra,  and  Miss  Hequembourg.  Tableaux  :  i. 
"Little  Fisher  Maiden,"  chorus  behind  sunflower  curtain, 
harp  and  violin  accompaniment.  2.  "At  the  Shrine,"  vocal 
solo.  Santa  Lucia,  Miss  Hoxie.  3.  "  Neapolitan  Fisher 
Boy."  4.  "Grandmother's  Jewels."  5.  "  Romeo  and  Ju- 
liet." 6.  "Court  of  the  Sleeping  Beauty."  7.  "Gipsy 
Queen."  8.  "  Coming  Through  the  Rye,"  vocal  solo,  Miss 
Pease.  9.  "Abou  Ben  Adhem."  10.  "The  Harp  that 
once  through  Tara's  Hall,"  violin  solo.  The  tableaux  were 
represented  by  the  Misses  Looney,  Miss  Eva  Weill,  Miss 
Josie  Goodyear,  Miss  Gertrude  Pease,  Marjorie  Noye,  Flor- 
ence Goodyear,  Miss  Bessie  Hammond,  Maggie  Whyte,  the 
Misses  Hequembourg,  Mr.  Morgan,  Harlow  and  Clifford 
Hammond,  Charlie  Williams,  Jamie  Whyte,  Chauncey 
Huff,  and  Miss  Estelle  Miller.  Mrs  Hequembourg  played 
several  accompaniments.  The  ushers  were  Mr.  B.  F.  Miller 
and  Mr.  Richard  Evans. 

Second  Entertainment :  December  16,  1889.  Arranged 
by  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge,  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen 
participating :  Miss  Jessie  Duff,  F.  W.  Brackett,  H.  K. 
Pitcher,  Messrs.  Edward  and  Eugene  Flach,  F.  Stephens, 
Miss  Blanche  Smith,  Miss  Adele  Ripont  (elocutionist),  and 
Miss  Gager.     Miss  Ripont  closed  the  evening's  entertain- 
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ment,  which  was  literary  and  musical,  by  giving  the  "Elf- 
Child,"  by  James  Whitcomb  Riley. 

Third  Entertainment :  January  13,  1890.  Arranged  by 
Mrs.  Rumrill  and  Mrs.  George  Arthur  Plimpton,  i.  "Ballet 
Music  " — Jerdassohn — Miss  Hattie Caldwell.  2.  **  Margue- 
rite," song,  Miss  Grace  Caldwell.  3.  "Invincible  March,** 
Banjo  Club,  Messrs.  Ransom,  Underbill,  Meredith,  Rumrill 
and  Reid.  4.  Mr.  C.  Bidwell.  song,  "The  Exile."  5. 
"Sleigh  Ride,  Miss  Alice  Baker.  6.  Vocal  medley,  "Wil- 
liams College,"  Messrs.  Underbill,  Ransom,  Rumrill,  Bid- 
well  and  Reid.  7.  Whistling  solo,  "  Lullaby  from  Ermine," 
Mr.  C.  Bidwell.  ^.  Vocal  selection,  "  Tale  of  Woe,"  Mr. 
H.  C.  Choate.  9.  Vocal  selection,  "Good  Night,"  Messrs. 
Underbill,  Ransom,  Rumrill,  Bidwell  and  Reid. 

Fourth  Entertainment:  February  17,  1890.  Arranged 
by  Mrs.  Rathbun.  Part  ist — Given  by  young  people  from 
the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  "Three  Little  Maids  from 
School,*'  the  Misses  Jaeger,  and  Miss  Beyer,  with  Miss 
Higgins  at  the  piano.  "  Japanese  Wedding,"  by  the  follow- 
ing :  Mr.  James  Tillinghast,  father  of  bride.  Miss  Maude 
Adams,  mother  of  bride,  Mr.  Kent,  father  of  groom,  Mrs. 
Slaat,  mother  of  groom,  Mr.  Frank  Moore,  groom.  Miss 
Adele  Ripont,  bride.  Miss  McMichael,  maid  of  honor;  brides- 
maids. Miss  Emma  Slaight,  Miss  Rhodes,  Miss  Albro,  Miss 
Ida  Townsend,  Miss  Clara  Mclntyre,  Miss  Grace  Marson. 
Miss  Grace  James,  pianist.  Part  2d — i.  Piano  solo,  "A 
Night  on  the  Ocean,"  Miss  Johnson.  2.  Recitation,  "  John 
Jenkins'  Sermon,"  Miss  Huntley.  3.  Song,  "Fisherman's 
Wife,"  Mr.  Percy  G.  Lapey.  4.  Recitations,  Tennyson's 
"  Bugle  Song,"  and  "  Granny,"  Miss  Sprague.  5.  Piano 
solo,  "The  Spinning  Song,"  Miss  James.  6.  Recitation, 
"Fishing,"  Miss  Huntley. 
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Fifth  Entertainment :  March  lo,  1890.  Miss  Anna 
Maude  Hoxie,  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  talk  on 
"  Raphael  and  his  three  contemporaries,  Leonardo  da  Vinci, 
Michael  Angelo,  and  Titian,"  illustrated  with  about  one 
hundred  stereopticon  slides,  consisting  of  views,  plain  and 
colored,  portraits,  statuary  and  photographs. 

Sixth  Entertainment :  April  14,  1890.  Arranged  by  Mrs. 
Merchant  and  Mrs  VVorthington.  i.  Piano  overture,  Mad- 
ame Hoffman.  2.  Recitation,  "  Kissing  in  the  Street,'* 
Little  Rosa.  3.  Tenor  solo,  "  The  Old  Doorstep  (by  special 
request),  Mr.  Edward  Jaeger.  4.  Song,  "  Pretty  Little 
Primrose,  Miss  Emma  Hoffman.  5.  Recitation,  "  How 
Old  Mose  Counted  Eggs,"  Miss  Etta  Hirshfield.  6.  Vocal 
solo.  Miss  Ella  Babcock.  7.  Banjo  solo,  Mr.  Herman  Rit- 
ter.  8.  Recitation,  "John  Hardy,  the  Blacksmith,"  Miss 
Hirshfield.  9.  Bass  solo,  Mr.  Evans.  10.  Solo,  Scotch 
ballad,  Miss  Barker.  11.  Recitation,  "The  Old  Settler's 
Story,"  Mr.  B.  F.  Jones.  12.  Vocal  solo,  *' Sing,  Sweet 
Bird,"  Miss  Maud  Rodney.  13.  Tenor  solo,  "  Leaf  from 
the  Spray,"  Mr.  Thomas.  14.  Piano  solo,  Mr.  Hoffman. 
15.  Recitation,  "  Woman's  Rights,"  Miss  Etta  Hirshfield. 
i6.  Recitation,  "  Mehitable  Jones,"  Emma  Hoffman.  Ac- 
companists, Mrs.  Thomas  Fitz  Gereole,  Miss  Magi^^ie  Kew, 
and  Miss  Florence  Nichols. 


KITCHEN   GARDEN   COMMITTEE. 


The  fourth  year  of  this  branch  of  the  Women's  Union 
work  has  just  drawn  to  a  close,  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
thirty-five  or  forty  children  who  have  assembled  each  Sat- 
urday, since  last  November,  to  learn  how  to  do  all  kinds  of 
household  work  (except  cooking)  and  to  sew. 

The  children's  ages  range  from  seven  to  fourteen.  Most 
of  them  have  the  Saturday  work  to  do  before  coming  to 
the  Kitchen  Garden,  and  some  walk  long  distances,  two 
coming  from  Cold  Springs,  and  three  from  East  Buffalo. 

The  lessons  for  the  year  comprised:  how  to  fill  and  care 
for  lamps,  build  fires,  sweep  and  dust  rooms,  make  beds 
and  care  for  sleeping-rooms,  set  and  wait  on  table,  wash 
and  iron  clothes,  care  of  the  baby  and  nursery,  instruction 
in  house-cleaning,  marketing,  and  care  of  the  person.  In 
most  of  these  lessons,  diminutive  beds,  stoves,  lamps,  etc., 
are  used,  and  form  an  object-lesson  which  is  much  more 
easily  understood  and  remembered  by  the  children.  In  two 
mstances  lately,  the  older  girls,  after  having  been  given  the 
sweeping  and  dusting  and  house-cleaning  lessons,  under  the 
superintendence  of  a  teacher,  swept  and  dusted  the  parlor, 
and  cleaned  a  closet,  and  much  credit  they  deserve  for  the 
thorough  way  in  which  it  was  done. 

The  sewing  classes  form  a  very  important  part  of  the 
work,  each  class  spending  a  part  of  the  time  in  sewing 
every  Saturday.  Many  "  samplers,"  handkerchiefs,  iron-hold- 
ers, aprons,  skirts  and  night-dresses,  have  been  finished  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  most  of  them  were  well  done.  The  gar- 
ments when  finished  become  their  own,  and  very  proud  of 
them  they  are,  too. 
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The  Penny  Savings  Bank  has  been  in  operation  nearly 
two  years,  and  was  started  to  induce  the  children  to  save 
small  suras.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been  forty- 
six  depositors,  and  the  sum  deposited  including  the  interest, 
which  is  ten  per  cent.,  amounts  to  $31.88.  This  sum  is  very 
large,  considering  that  ten  cents  is  the  highest  amount 
received  at  any  one  time,  and  the  majority  of  the  children 
bring  but  two  or  three  cents. 

The  luncheon  of  bread  and  milk,  which  closes  the  after- 
noon's work,  is  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  children,  and  many 
signify  their  willingness  to  stay  and  "do  the  dishes  ;  "  there 
being  one  child  who  would  gladly  remain  every  Saturday, 
if  allowed  to. 

The  children  constantly  improve  under  the  lessons  of 
neatness,  order  and  systematic  labor  which  they  receive, 
and  it  cannot  fail  to  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  them  in  future 
years.  Respectfully  submitted, 

EDITH  B.  WILSON, 

Supt.  Kitchen  Garden. 


RECEPTION   COMMITTEE. 


Our  committee  numbers  thirty.  Each  member  promises 
to  give  a  certain  day  each  month,  in  assisting  at  the  Union, 
taking  charge  of  the  office  during  the  noon  hour,  relieving 
the  Superintendent  one  afternoon  in  each  week,  giving 
information  to  those  who  seek  it,  and  showing  strangers 
through  the  building.  Each  lady  feels  that  the  day  has 
been  pleasantly  and  profitably  passed,  and  that  there  is 
great  pleasure  in  thus  giving  her  mite  to  the  great  work 
carried  on  by  the  Union.         Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  A.  COOKE,  Chairman. 


LIST    OF    MEMBERS. 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Mrs.  C.  V.  B.  Barsc. 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss, 
Mrs.  George  Howard, 
Mrs.  R.  V.  Pierce, 


Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 


Mrs.  Jewett  M.  Richmond, 
Mrs.  John  Satlerfield, 
Mrs.  Sidney  Shepard, 
Miss  Jessie  Taylor, 


SUSTAINING 

MEMBERS. 

From  May,  1889, 

TO  May,  1890. 

Mrs.  Sidney  E.  Adams, 
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Mis.  George  Walbridge  Miller, 
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Mrs.  Josiah  G.  Munro, 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Brinker, 

Mrs.  James  Mooney, 

Mrs.  Nathaniel  Brown, 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 

Mrs.  Louisa  T.  Budd, 

Mrs.  Norris  Morey. 
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Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day, 
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Mrs.  M.  A.  Crozer, 

Mrs.  Frank  Perew, 

Mrs.  Charles  Daniels, 

Miss  Nora  Petti  bone. 

Mrs.  James  Davidson, 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Phelps, 

Mrs   George  D.  Plimpton, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dickinson, 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutlon, 

Mrs.  George  R.  Potter, 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Eckley. 

Miss  Emma  Pratt, 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Eagan, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom, 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Evans, 

Miss  Mattie  Ransom, 

Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Flint, 

Miss  Lillian  Rogers, 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Fryer, 

Mrs.  Sherman  S.  Rogers, 

Mrs.  Jas.  M.  Ganson, 

Mrs.  F.  H    Root. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  F.  Gay, 

Mrs.  D.  Rosenau, 

Mrs.  Reuben  J.  Getz, 

Mrs.  Bronson  C.  Rumsey, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Glenny. 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Sherman, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear. 

Mrs.  M.  Spiegel, 

Mrs.  John  C.  Graves, 

Miss  M.  J.  Stoneman, 

Mrs   P.  H.  Griffin. 

Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Grosvenor, 

Mrs.  Wilson  S.  Tifift, 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Hedstrom, 

Mrs.  James  Tillinghast. 

Mrs.  F.  Haidekoper, 

Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  Watson. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hersee, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  White, 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Hollister, 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Whiting, 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Jewett, 

Mrs.  Ansley  Wilcox, 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Jewett, 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams, 

Mrs.  Andrew  Langdon, 

Mrs.  Gibson  T.  Williams, 

Mrs.  George  Howard  Lewis, 

Miss  Martha  Williams, 

Mrs.  John  Lyth, 

Mrs.  Robert  P.  Wilson. 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersig^ned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  <Jf  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  ' '  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employment  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5 .  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women. 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W,  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bidwell,  Elizabeth  Blocker, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattib  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll.  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Kassett,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiskb, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Letch  worth, 

Selina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  x.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jennie  Watson  Norton, 

Lucinda  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pettibone.  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  I'ownsknd, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Buffalo,  this  isth  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS. 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT. 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE. 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY. 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.     ) 
County  of  Erie.  ) 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personaUy  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft.  Agnes  A. 
Fassett.  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate*  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 
NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS, 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


X. 
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•CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE  I.— nV/f. 

This  association  shall  be  called  '*  The  Women's  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  U.—Objfct, 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  wonjen,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  ni.--Officers. 

Section  i.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

§  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes  effect 
shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected.  At 
each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

§  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

§  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
recfors,  after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com* 
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mittees  :  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Domestic 
Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Educational, 
Protection,  Library,  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  the  nominations  of  all  committees,  except  that  of  the 
chairman,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  IV.— Membership. 

Any  woman  can  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member  ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a*  sustaining 
member. 

ARTICLE  \.— Fiscal  Year. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May, 

ARTICLE  Vl.—Annual  Meetiujr. 

Section  i.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  occur  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

j$  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

§  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

§  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting : 

I.     Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 


Reports  of  officers. 

Reports  of  committees. 

Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 

Unfinished  business. 

Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 

Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  \\l.— Annual  Election. 

Section  i.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  Brst  Tuesday 
of  May.     All  directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

§  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  a.  m.  to  8  p.  M.,  and  no  mem- 
ber in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  \U\.— Vacancies. 

Any  vacancies  occurring  in  the  officers  or  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such  vacancy  shall 
occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  term  of  the  person 
whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  l^.— Departments  of  Work. 

Section  i.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board. 

§  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shatl  be  in 
charge  of  the  various  standing  committees.  New  departments  may  be 
organized  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
deem  such  action  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

§  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  remain 
entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X. — Associate  Societies. 

Section  i.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of 
each  may  be  known. 

§  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems,  shall 
be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  Xi.— Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  i,  i836. 


ARTICLE    l.—A/eetin^s. 

Section  i.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of  such 
Board,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time 
hy  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a  special  meet- 
ing shall  be  stated  in  a  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that  specified 
shall  be  transacted. 

§  3.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month  by 
the  chairmen  of  the  committees,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each 
committee  shall  constitue  a  quorum  for  th^  transaction  of  business 

ARTICLE  ll.—Dutits  of  Officers. 

Section  i.  President. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  pre- 
side at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Board 
of  Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direction  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point, with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special  committees 
for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the  province  of  the 
standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all  vacancies  which 
shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have  the  usual  powers 
of  a  presiding  ofHcer. 

§  2.  Vice-Presidents.— The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

§  3.  Treasurer.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  recieve  all 
moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting 
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of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors- 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

§  4.  Secretaries. — The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give  notice 
of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  and  pre- 
serve all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall  enroll 
the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a  report 
at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

I'he  Corresponding  Secretsft-y  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her,  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE  III.— Standing  Committees. 

Section  i.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union, 
provide  methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assess- 
ments. It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit 
the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

§  2.  CoMMi'iTEE  ON  SociAL  AFFAIRS. — It  shall  have  charge  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union,  and  extend  to  all  its  hospitality. 

§  3.  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment. — It  shall  be 
\V&  duty  to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist 
all  women  in  their  chosen  avocations.  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of 
Registration,  which  shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and 
furnish  imformation  to  those  seeking  it. 
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§  4.  Committee  on  Domestic  Training. — It  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

§  5.  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. — It  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other 
instructions,  true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall 
be  best  promoted.  It  shall-  have  and  enforce  the  rules  governing  the 
use  of  the  gymnasium. 

§  6,  Committee  upon  Philanthropy.  —  It  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  the  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  any  work  which  may 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of  its  purpose. 

§  7.  Committee  on  Education.— It  shall  seek  to  disseminate  true 
ideas  affecting  the  higher  question  of  human  interest,  provide  courses 
of  lectures,  conversation  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  provisions  as 
shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

§  8.  Committee  on  Protection.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public 
attention,  and  shall  assist  in  all  measures  which  may  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

§  9.  Committee  on  Library. — It  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

§  10.  Committee  on  Membership. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  solicit  renewals,  and  in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to 
increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual  Membership. 

§  IT.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at  all 
the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve,  she  shall 
appoint  a  substitute. 

§  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 
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§  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meeting^,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the  Boafd 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

§  14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be  gov- 
erned  by  '*  Roberts'  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  IW.— Order  of  Business. 


The  following 

:  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each  regular 

meeting : 

I. 

Call  to  order. 

2. 

Roll  call. 

3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

Report  of  Superintendent. 

Reports  of  Officers. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

UnBnished  business. 

9. 

New  business. 

10. 

Miscellaneous  business. 

II. 

Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  v.— AVfl/  Estate. 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chair- 
men of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this 
Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

ARTICLE  Vl.—Annual  EUction. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  from  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four  nom- 
inations of  Directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual  election. 
Each  member  of  the  Union  shall  vote  for  twelve  Directors,  and  the 
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twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors  of 
election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  Vll.— Amendments, 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT, 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  held  May  12,  1891. 


Members  and  Friends  of  the  Women  s  Union : 

To-day  closes  the  seventh  year  of  the  life  of  the  Buffalo 
Women's  Union.  We  are  reminded  that  since  the  beginning 
of  the  world  seven  has  been  considered  a  representative 
symbolic  number  ;  seven  days  in  creation,  seven  days  in 
the  week,  seven  ages  in  the  life  of  man — in  fact  the  number 
seven  is  said  to  be  the  key-stone  on  which  the  symbolism  of 
numbers  depends.  In  old  Hebrew  times,  the  seventh  year 
was  a  year  of  rest ;  the  ground  was  not  tilled,  nor  harvest 
gathered,  all  labor  was  prohibited,  in  order  to  give  rights  to 
the  servile  classes — not  only  the  bondman  and  bondmaid, 
but  even  the  beast  of  the  field  was  considered.  In  these 
days  of  human  progress  we  find  the  greatest  freedom  in 
activity  of  heart,  hand  and  brain,  and  realize  more  and 
more  that  under  proper  conditions  there  is  no  blessing  like 
that  of  work.  He  who  does  not  find  his  tools  and  work- 
shop fails  to  justify  his  existence. 

There  can  be  no  year  of  rest  for  an  Educational  and 
Industrial  Union.  We  gather  the  harvest  of  the  seventh 
year  with  gratitude,  trusting  that  as  the  value  of  the  work 
is  shown  by  the  various  reports  the  public  will  be  encouraged 


to  continue  its  confidence  and  support.  There  has  been 
more  than  the  usual  progress  in  the  several  departments. 
The  Union  spirit  tends  to  harmony,  the  thought  that  all 
women,  however  classed  or  circumstanced,  have  needs, 
serves  to  make  women  more  loyal  to  each  other  ;  it  teaches 
them  to  sink  personality  and  work  for  a  common  cause 
without  dissension.  Criticisms  of  methods  and  results 
there  always  will  be ;  misunderstanding  of  aims,  difficulty 
in  adhering  to  principle  in  the  face  of  ignorant  opposition — 
these  and  other  obstacles  confront  the  Union  worker 
from  day  to  day.  Emerson  has  said  :  "  He  has  not 
learned  the  lesson  of  life  who  does  not  every  day  surmount 
a  fear." 

One  ignorant  of  the  Union  work  has  recently  asserted 
that  the  tendency  of  our  association  is  bad,  as  it  serves  to 
make  the  working  girl  dissatisfied  with  her  lot  in  life  ;  in 
giving  equal  opportunities  to  all  women  the  Union  is  in 
accord  with  Mrs.  John  Stuart  Mill,  who  says  :  "The  proper 
sphere  of  all  human  beings  is  the  largest  and  highest  they 
are  able  to  attain  to." 

To  place  our  Union  on  a  firmer  financial  basis,  more 
life,  sustaining,  and  annual  members  are  required.  The 
number  will  be  increased  as  the  practical  nature  of  the 
work  finds  its  proper  appreciation.  Last  year  was  recorded 
a  successful  effort  in  behalf  of  the  insane  woman  ;  the 
passage  of  a  measure  requiring  the  appointment  of  woman 
physicians  in  all  our  State  hospitals  for  the  insane.  The 
wisdom  of  the  law  is  now  being  demonstrated.  The  report 
of  the  Protective  Committee  will  give  details.  There  are 
now  five  Educational  and  Industrial  Unions  in  New  York 
State.  The  youngest  was  organized  in  Watertown,  De- 
cember ist,  1890.  As  usual  the  work  has  met  a  popular 
demand.     Five  vigorous  non-sectarian  organizations  in  one 
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State  working  in  the  same  lines  for  the  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement  of  women.  A  general  feder- 
ation of  Unions  is  proposed  in  order  that  there  may  be 
interchange  of  ideas  and  comparison  of  methods.  It  would 
prove  a  potent  factor  in  all  efforts  for  reform  in  State  and 
National  laws  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  home.  The 
subject  of  federation  is  commended  to  the  consideration  of 
sister  Unions  in  our  own  and  other  States.  The  necessity 
of  providing  additional  room  for  the  various  departments 
grows  more  and  more  apparent. 

The  question  may  be  asked,  what  progress  has  been 
made  towards  securing  the  new  hall  ?  As  yet  no  definite 
promise  has  been  obtained  for  the  desired  gift  of  $10,000. 
Plans  for  the  improvements  have  been  prepared  and  donated 
by  a  well-known  architect,  who  has  proven  himself  a 
generous  and  loyal  friend  to  the  Union.  The  plans  ready 
for  inspection  show  a  fine  hall  with  seating  capacity  for  400. 
The  much  talked-of  '*  womanVroom  **  is  to  be  placed  in  a 
gallery  with  well-arranged  alcoves  for  the  curiosities,  books 
and  pictures  which  are  to  show  as  far  as  possible  the 
achievements  of  woman  in  the  fields  of  science,  literature 
and  art.  Photographs  and  autographs  of .  famous  women 
at  home  and  abroad  have  already  been  received.  Above 
the  hall,  in  the  spacious,  well-lighted  third  story,  will  be 
placed  the  domestic  training  department.  There  will  be 
ample  room  for  a  kitchen- garden  class  of  100  children,  and 
also  for  tuition  to  large  numbers  in  all  branches  of  house- 
hold service.  It  is  hoped  that  the  fund  required  for  this 
department  will  be  a  memorial  gift.  In  adapting  the  old 
building  to  the  new,  the  office,  library  and  class-rooms  will 
be  enlarged.  The  income  from  the  hall  will  enable  the 
Union  to  reach  out  in  new  and  broader  lines  for  the 
accomplishment  of  its  beneficent  objects.    The  hall  named 
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for  the  giver  should  stand  as  an  evidence  of  the  love  and 
loyalty  of  woman  to  woman.  These  plans,  if  carried  out, 
will  give  to  the  Women's  Union  a  home  worthy  of  its  noble 
work.  The  building  will  stand  as  an  honor  to  our  city  for 
long  years  to  come. 

May  we  all  find  inspiration  to  continue  the  Union  work  in 
the  message  of  Helen  Campbell,  "  It  is  a  change  of  ideals 
that  is  needed,  a  simplification  of  all  living,  a  refusal  to 
own  any  good  which  cannot  be  shared,  and  the  solemn 
purpose  to  make  larger  life  possible  not  only  for  those  who- 
crave  it,  but  for  those  who  may  even  reject  it." 

Harriet  A.  Townsend, 

President, 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY. 


In  making  up  the  Secretary's  report  from  the  minutes  of 
the  twelve  meetings — eleven  regular  and  one  special — held 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  institution,  I  found  that 
no  one  movement  of  great  importance  had  been  undertaken 
this  year,  by  which  public  attention  was  called  directly  to 
the  Union  a3  in  previous  years  when,  through  its  efforts, 
such  reformatory  measures  as  the  appointment  of  women 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Insane  Hospital,  the 
passage  by  the  Legislature  of  a  law  requiring  every  State 
Insane  Hospital  to  have  a  woman  on  its  medical  staff,  and 
the  installment  of  Matrons  at  Police  Stations,  had  been  suc- 
cessfully carried  out. 

These  may  be  called  public  measures,  and  brought  the 
Union  prominently  before  not  only  the  people  of  Buffalo,. 
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but  those  of  the  state  and  country  at  large,  for  such  meas- 
ures educate  public  opinion  and  make  it  easier  for  other 
states  to  start  similar  movements  of  reform. 

I  said  that  no  work  of  great  importance  had  been  un- 
dertaken by  the  Union  this  year,  but  I  found  such  a  record 
of  small  things  accomplished  as  must  make  in  the  aggre- 
gate a  very  grand  total. 

We  cannot  tell  in  how  many  cases  the  situation  secured 
by  the  Employment  Committee,  or  the  much-needed  assis- 
tance supplied  by  the  Philanthropic  Committee,  or  the  pro- 
tection provided  for  those  lured  to  the  city  by  false  induce- 
ments, has  saved  girls  from  an  insane  hospital  or  the  care  of 
the  Police  Matron;  but  will  any  one  be  willing  to  say  that 
these  are  not  public  measures  of  the  greatest  importance  ? 

The  sketch  of  the  general  history  which  the  Secretary 
is  expected  to  give  is  the  same  story,  year  after  year,  of  a 
large  membership,  now  numbering  866,  and  an  increasing 
activity  in  the  various  departments.  The  thirteen  commit- 
tees have  exhibited  the  same  interest,  and  contij 
freely  the  time  and  labor  necessary  to  secure  the 
which  have  been  enjoyed  by  hundreds  of  women, 
seven  of  the  committees  come  in  actual  contact  w| 
beneficiary,  but  the  records  of  these  seven  show  tha 
persons  have  received  direct  benefit  in  one  way  or  ; 
Those  reached  by  the  other  committees  cannot 
puted  in  round  numbers,  but  they  run  well  up 
hundreds.  By  this  may  be  seen  how  far-reach 
good  accomplished  by  united  effort,  and  it  enc( 
to  enter  upon  another  year  with  renewed  vigor.' 

Fifteen  free  entertainments  and  eighteen  U 
which  a  small  admission  fee  was  charged,  have 
vided  by  the  different  committees.  Many  of  t\ 
tainments  tested  to  its  utmost  the  seating  capa( 
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Union,  the  lecture-room,  library,  hall  and  stairs  being 
crowded  with  people  anxious  to  hear,  if  they  could  not  see, 
the  speaker. 

The  number  of  registered  visitors  is  226,  but  these  fig- 
ures represent  only  a  portion  of  those  who  have  come  from 
far  and  near  to  learn  a  little  of  our  work. 

Twenty  states,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Canada,  Eng- 
land, and  the  Hawaiian  Islands  have  been  represented  by  this 
year's  visitors,  and  some  of  them  have  returned  to  their 
homes  with  a  strong  desire  to  organize  similar  Unions,  or  at 
least  to  benefit  those  about  them  in  some  way. 

At  the  annual  election,  held  May  6th,  1890,  nine  of  the 
twelve  retiring  directors  were  re-elected;  the  three  new 
members  then  chosen  were  Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot,  Mrs.  M. 
A.  Ransom  and  Mrs.  Norris  Morey. 

At  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  May  12th, 
the  following  officers  were  elected  : 

President,  Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend;  ist  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Benjamin  H.  Williams;  2d  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Porter  Norton;  3d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Henry 
Rumrill. 

The  resignations  of  Miss  Abby  Grosvenor  and  Mrs.  I. 
O.  Crissey  as  directors  have  been  received,  and  their 
places  filled  by  the  election  of  Miss  Anna  M.  Letchworth 
and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Union  it  becomes 
the  painful  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record  the  death  of 
one  of  the  active  members  of  its  Board  of  Directors.  Mrs. 
Louise  Newell  O'Day  died  Feb.  ist,  1891.  By  her  death  the 
Union  has  lost  one  of  its  warmest  friends  and  most  faithful 
■workers.    She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Board  from  the 
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foundation  of  the  Union,  and  its  third  vice-president  since 
May,  1889.  She  was  active  and  zealous  in  sustaining  the 
interests  of  the  Union,  and  her  services  will  always  be  held 
in  grateful  remembrance  by  those  with  whom  she  was  asso- 
"Ciated  in  the  management  of  the  Union's  affairs. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  record  the  birth  of  a  Union 
in  another  city.  This  year  the  name  of  the  Watertown 
Union  can  be  added  to  the  four  previously  formed  in  this 
state — making  the  fifteenth  in  the  United  States.  In  Novem- 
ber a  letter  was  received  by  our  president  asking  that  some 
one  would  go  to  Watertown  to  assist  in  organizing  a  Union 
there.  The  call  was  gladly  responded  to,  and  at  the  De- 
-cember  meeting  the  following  telegram  was  received: 

The  Watertown  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  was 
organized  Dec.  ist.  It  cong^ratulates  its  mother,  the  Buffalo  Union, 
and  sends  greetings  to  her  directors  in  monthly  meeting  assembled. 

A  letter  received  from  Watertown  in  April  sai^ 
Union  was  exultant  over  its  success,  and  that 
217  members.  A  charity  Kindergarten  had  been  od 
and  was  in  successful  operation.  In  the  establishmfl 
such  a  school  Watertown  has  been  in  advance  of  Btj 
The  movement  in  this  city  for  the  opening  of  free 
gartens,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  can  be  secured 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  this  Union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ellie  J.  Shepard, 
Recording  Sea 


REPORT   OF   THE   TREASURER. 


WOMEN'S  EDUCATIOXAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  UNION 


IN   ACCOUNT    WITH 


JENNIE  RUMRILL,    Treasurer. 


General  Fund. — Receipts. 


May  I,  1890. 

By  Cash  on  hand 

May  I,  1891. 

By  Annual   Memberships,                                            $815.00 

Sustaining  Memberships, 

520.00 

Cash  Donations, 

218.50 

Hank  Interest,   . 

38.14 

Rent  of  Rooms. 

344.00 

Library  Committee,    . 

2.00 

Protective  Committee, 

126.00 

Educational  Committee, 

459.09 

Social  Affairs  Committee, 

1. 00 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee, 

121.00 

Domestic  Training  Committee,    . 

127.03 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee, 

676.91 

1    . 

$694.08 


—   3.447.67 


$4,141.75 


May  I,  1891. 
In  Treasury,    . 
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Piano  Fund. 


$84.40 


May  I,  1891. 
In  Treasury,    . 


Art  Fund. 


$21.00 


May  I,  1891. 
In  Treasury,     , 


Permanent  Fund. 


$650.00 


General  Y\:isii.— Expenditures, 
May  I,  1 891. 

To    Printing,  Advertising,    Postage,    Stationery, 

Bills  for  Work,  etc,        ....  $568.95 

Superintendent's  Salary,     ....  492.00 

Janitor's  Salary,          .....  480.00 

Buffalo  Gas  Company,         ....  78.09 

Insurance,          .  52.50 

Water, 7.25 

Library  Committee,    .                    .                    .  94.55 

Protective  Committee,                   .  9.09 

Employment  Committee,     .          .         .         .  2.50 

Educational  Committee,      ....  480.36 

Social  Affairs  Committee,    .          .                    .  40.99 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee.                .  78.40 

Domestic  Training  Committee,    .          .          .  156.38 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,    .                   .  1,009.57 


May  1,  1891,  Cash  on  hand. 


Examined  and  approved  : 


3,550.63 
591.12 

$4,141.75 


HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND.^    ,     .. 
ANNIE  L.  BLISS,  )  ^uaitou 


COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 

The  Finance  Committee  reports  that  by  generous  gifts, 
economy  and  careful  management  all  the  expenses  of  the 
Union  have  been  paid  and  a  surplus  remains. 

The  donations  received  will  be  noticed  in  the  different 
reports  ;  they  show  that  the  interest  of  the  public  is  still 
with  us,  as  is  shown  also  in  the  thoughtful  gift  from  the 
Ernest  S.  Grey  estate. 

The  coal  dealers  have  generously  remembered  the  Union. 
Ail  that  was  lacking  was  cheerfully  given  by  other  friends 
in  response  to  our  solicitations. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Tripp,  of  Shepard  &  Co.  gave  a  tank,  which 
Mr.  J.  P.  Dudley  generously  filled  twice  with  oil,  and  to 
these  gentlemen  we  are  grateful  for  lighting  our  library 
during  the  past  year. 

Our  books  show  an  increase  of  five  life  members  ;  we 
have  now  fourteen,  and  fifty-six  sustaining  members. 

We  feel  great  possibilities  lie  before  the  Union  during 
the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

An  NIK  L.  Bliss, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    SOCIAL   AFFAIRS. 


The  Annual  Fall  Reception,  held  October  7th,  1890,  was 
very  successful.  Refreshments  were  served  from  5  to  8 
p.  M.,  and  there  were  short  talks  by  our  president  and 
friends  from  other  Unions. 
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October  27th,  1890,  we  were  honored  with  the  presence 
of  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe  and  other  ladies  on  their  way 
from  the  Woman's  Congress  at  Toronto.  After  Mrs. 
Howe's  lecture  on  Longfellow  and  Emerson,  a  reception 
was  held. 

April  8th,  1891,  the  Union  gave  a  reception  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Ripley,  after  her  talk  on  "Impressions  of  the 
Woman's  National  Council,"  just  held  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
We  were  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  do  honor  to  our  former 
townswoman  and  loyal  friend  of  the  Union  from  its  very 
beginning. 

May  5th.  1 89 1,  the  usual  election  day  luncheon  was 
served  from  12  m.  to  7  p.  m.  This  ended  the  services  of 
our  committee  for  the  current  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DeEtte   E.  Kenvon, 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE   ON    EMPLOYMENT. 


Steadily  this  branch  of  the  Union's  work  is  growing,  not 
only  in  the  number  who  have  been  furnished  positions  and 
employment,  but,  we  trust,  also  in  permanent  good  to  all 
who  have  come  to  us  for  assistance,  sympathy  and  advice. 

As  before,  we  investigate  all  references  as  far  as  possible, 
and  give  the  reference  to  the  employer,  that  personal  in- 
quiry may  be  made.  All  possible  precaution  is  taken  to 
prevent  fraud. 

The  Mending  Department  enables  us  to  give  employment 
to  poor  women,  and  is  as  well  a  convenience  to  our  patrons. 
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Fraudulent  firms  have  increased  ;  some  means  should  be 
devised  to  more  effectually  protect  the  credulous  public 
from  their  snares.  As  far  as  possible  our  committee  has 
worked  for  this  end. 

The  circulars,  "  Work  at  Home,"  were  issued  to  caution 
the  public  against  the  fraudulent  and  alluring  advertise- 
ments which  appear  in  our  daily  papers,  and  have  been  the 
means  of  saving  many  hard-earned  dollars  to  poor  women. 

To  place  before  the  public  more  fully  the  work  that  we 
are  doing,  circulars  were  issued  last  January,  stating  that 
the  Employment  Bureau  had  persons  fitted  to  fill  positions 
of  trust,  book-keepers,  stenographers,  telegraphers,  copyists, 
clerks,  governesses,  matrons,  nurses,  house-keepers,  seam- 
stresses, dress-makers,  laundresses,  and,  in  short,  nearly 
everything  where  women  are  employed. 

Out  of  879  applicants,  employment  has  been  secured  for 
832  women. 

With  results  such  as  these,  and  with  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  the  generous  public,  the  employment  work  of  the 
Union  must  still  continue  to  be  a  success. 

Respect-fully  submitted, 

A.    J.    CODD, 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE   ON    DOMESTIC   TRAINING. 


Our  chief  object  is  to  train  young  women  to  properly 
superintend  the  culinary  departments  of  their  own  homes, 
and  to  give  the  children  of  parents  less  blessed  with  worldly 
goods  so  perfect  an  understanding  of  the  art  of  cooking 
as  will  enable  them  to  earn  a  livelihood  by  their  own  hands. 


20 

The  cooking  classes  are  divided  into  two  divisions :  the 
paying  class  and  the  free.  The  former  is  designed  for 
young  housekeepers  desiring  a  knowledge  of  the  culinary 
art,  and  to  this  end  twenty  lessons  were  given,  ten  on  the 
preparation  of  simple  wholesome  dishes,  and  ten  on  the 
more  complicated  and  dainty  dishes,  such  as  salads,  pates, 
ices,  jellies,  birds,  etc.  Miss  Wadsworth  supplemented  these 
courses  with  two  extra  lessons ;  at  the  first,  eggs  were 
cooked  in  sixteen  different  ways,  and  the  second  was 
devoted  to  salads. 

The  attendance  nearly  trebled  that  of  last  season,  and 
gave  evidence  of  the  fact  that  these  classes  are  an  acknowl- 
edged success  and  a  decided  benefit. 

One  young  lady,  who  had  been  an  enthusiastic  pupil 
throughout  both  courses,  at  the  end  of  the  season  gave  a 
luncheon  of  fourteen  courses,  most  of  which  she  prepared 
herself,  and  it  was  a  pronounced  success. 

Miss  Elizabeth  W.  Wadsworth  and  Miss  Mary  Caldwell 
took  full  charge  of  this  class,  and  merit  the  highest  praise 
for  their  efficiency  and  untiring  zeal. 

It  is  to  the  free  class  that  we  must  turn  to  find  the  future 
cooks  of  the  city,  and  this  class  comes  into  prominence 
when  the  domestic  service  problem  is  under  discussion,  and 
in  it  we  hope  to  find  the  long-hoped-for  solution,  for  here 
we  begin  with  the  little  children,  and  teach  them  not  only 
cooking  and  how  to  set  a  table,  but  neatness,  good  manners 
and  the  dignity  of  such  labor,  besides.  Each  Saturday 
morning,  since  the  twenty-second  of  November,  eight  or 
ten  bright-faced  little  girls,  ranging  from  ten  to  fifteen 
years  of  age,  might  be  found  in  the  kitchen,  waiting  in 
expectant  joy  for  the  coming  of  the  teacher. 

The  lessons  were  divided  into  four  courses  of  five  lessons 
each.     The  first  five  were  devoted  to  the  making  of  viands 
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suitable  for  breakfast ;  when  perfected  in  these  they  learned 
how  to  prepare  edibles  for  luncheon,  and  as  they  became 
more  proficient  were  taught  how  to  cook  a  dinner.  Four 
out  of  every  five  lessons  were  taught  by  demonstration, 
and  every  fifth  lesson  the  pupils  prepared  and  served  a 
meal  for  six  people,  and  every  child  who  attended  regularly 
is  now  competent  to  serve  a  good  breakfast,  dinner  or 
supper. 

Bread-making  was  a  specialty,  and  every  pupil  brought  a 
loaf  of  her  own  making  for  inspection,  and  in  every 
instance  it  was  found  to  be  light  and  sweet. 

The  mothers  of  the  children  were  invited  to  partake  of 
one  of  the  meals  cooked  by  their  daughters.  Three  came, 
and  they  were  radiant  with  happiness  and  pride  in  the 
young  cooks  as  they  ate  of  the  good  things.  But  the 
crowning  joy  of  all  came  on  the  last  day  of  the  year ! 
On  that  occasion  ten  ladies  were  expected  to  dine,  and 
eight  important  little  girls,  clad  in  their  best  gowns,  and 
wearing  a  new  white  apron  and  cap,  came  early  to  do 
the  cooking.  A  more  complete  picture  of  perfect  industry 
could  not  well  be  imagined  than  the  scene  in  the  kitchen.  , 
One  child  was  making  biscuit,  another  roasting  the  beef, 
a  third  peeling  potatoes ;  two  were  making  cake,  one  was 
watching  the  soup,  another  seasoning  the  maccaroni — all 
animated  and  eager  to  do  right ;  and  such  hopes  and 
fears  as  they  had,  and  such  an  awed  silence  when  the 
guests  arrived  ! 

Everything  from  soup  to  coffee  was  delicious,  and  the 
praise  extended  was  well  deserved. 

Miss  Mary  Caldwell  and  Miss  Clara  Ramsdell  taught  the 
first  free  lessons,  Miss  Howell  and  Miss  Helen  Baker  the 
second  course,  while  Mrs.  Geo.  Clinton  and  the  chairman 
took  charge  of  the  remaininjj  lessons. 
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The  financ'al  standing  of  this  department  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  treasurer.  We  have  received  many 
generous  donations  of  flour  and  other  groceries,  and  extend 
our  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Faxon,  Williams  &  Faxon, 
Messrs.  Cochrane,  Fellows  &  Urban  for  their  liberality. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hattie  Caldwell, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    HYGIENE  AND    PHYSICAL 
CULTURE. 


The  Monday  afternoon  Hygiene  lectures  given  during^ 
the  winter  have  been  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  treat- 
ing of  the  latest  discoveries  in  medical  science,  and  em- 
bracing a  wide  range  of  subjects,  from  the  "  Prevention  of 
Coughs  and  Colds,"  to  "  Modern  Surgery :  What  it  has 
Done  for  Women  and  Children,'*  and  the  "  Germ  Theory 
of  Disease." 

Beginning  Tuesday  evening,  March  24th,  a  course  of  three 
lectures  was  given  by  Dr.  Sarah  Morris  for  the  benefit  of 
those  women  whose  duties  during  the  day  do  not  permit 
their  attendance  on  the  afternoon  lectures.  So  great  was 
the  interest  manifested,  that  at  the  close  of  the  last 
lecture.  Dr.  Morris  was  asked  to  continue  them  during  the 
remainder  of  April.  One  more  lecture  was  given  with  the 
promise  that  they  should  be  resumed  in  the  fall. 

The  Hygiene  lectures  were  practical  talks  on  how  best  to 
preserve  health  and  ward  off  disease,  and  the  speakers  some 
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SUBJECTS   AND   SPEAKERS. 


November  24,  Dr.  Arthur  Benedict, 

"  Consumption,  its  Prevention  and  Treatment." 
December  2,  Dr.  Catherine  Walker,  .  .  "  Hysteria.'* 
January  12,  Dr.  Homer  Clark,  ....  "Sleep," 
January       19,  Dr.  Alice  B.  Foster, 

"  Use  and  Abuse  of  Physical  Culture." 
February       2,  Dr.  James  W.  Putnam, 

"  Nervousness  in  Children." 
February       9,  Dr.  Roswell  Park, 

"  Germ  Theory  of  Disease.'* 
February  16,  Dr.  George  E.  Fell,  .  "  Resuscitation." 
February  23,  Dr.  Ida  Bender,  .  "  Personal  Hygiene." 
March  2,  Dr.  Eleanor  M'AUister, 

"  Insanity  :    Its  Cause  and  Cure." 
March  9,  Dr.  DeVVitt  G.  Wilcox, 

"  Modern  Surgery  :   What  it  has  Done  for 
Women  and  Children." 
March  16,  Mrs.  Fanny  Telford,    .      .      .     "Massage." 

March         22,  Dr.  Sarah  Morris,    .    "  Practical  Hygiene." 
April  7,  Dr.  Sarah  Morris,       ....      "Love." 

April  14,  Dr.  Sarah  Morris,       ..."  Marriage." 

April  21,  Dr.  Sarah  Morris,  "  Manikin  and  Skeleton." 
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THE    GYMNASIUM. 

Those  who  have  listened  to  our  Gymnasium  reports  in 
former  years  may  be  tired  of  hearing  of  cured  backaches, 
vanished  headaches,  of  appetites  restored,  and  natural  sleep 
secured.  The  straightening  of  curved  spines,  the  lengthen- 
ing of  waists,  as  the  low  shoulder  gradually  takes  its  proper 
place,  and  the  gowns  that  refuse  to  button  over  the  ex- 
panded chest  may  seem  a  familiar  story,  but  is  an  ever- 
increasing  delight  to  the  benefited  pupil. 

Do  you  think  it  seemed  a  small  matter  to  the  beautiful 
young  mother,  whose  physicians  feared  consumption  had 
already  gained  a  foothold,  as  shown  by  the  rapid  loss  of 
weight  ?  She  entered  the  gymnasium  in  October;  in  less 
than  two  weeks  the  loss  of  weight  stopped,  the  figures  held 
steady;  then  slowly  the  gain  began,  and  at  the  end  of  March, 
who  could  help  being  glad  at  her  pleased  assurance  of  the 
gain  she  felt  in  correspondence  with  the  written  figures? 

One  longs  to  tell  of  the  gain  made  by  each  pupil,  for, 
although  the  work  is  done  in  classes,  every  member  of  the 
gymnasium  receives  individual  attention  from  Miss  Foster, 
and  a  careful  record  is  made  from  time  to  time  of  the 
progress  and  development. 

Wise  physicians  recommend  the  gymnasium  in  place  of 

drugs  for  cases  of  general  debility,  lassitude,  nervousness, 

etc.     The  following  letter  written  to  Miss  Foster  by  one  of 

our  most  prominent  physicians,  shows  the  value  which  the 

medical  fraternity  place  upon  our  work  in  the  gymnasium. 

Miss  Foster: 

Dear  Madam — I  have  referred   to    you    for   physical   development 

Miss ,  and  have  a  great  desire  to  see  her  spine  strengthened,  as 

I  have  noticed  a  tendency  to  spinal  curvature.     Also  in  a  general  way 
she  is  weak  and  miserable,  needing  your  intelligent  aid  as  much,  if  not 
more,  than  medicine.             »»»♦»♦»♦ 
I  want  also  to  congratulate  you  on  the  improvement  made  by  Miss . 
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In  the  warding  off  of  hereditary  dangers,  especially  that 
of  consumption,  the  well-conducted  gymnasium  is  acknowl- 
edged by  physicians  as  more  efficacious  than  medicines. 

One  pupil  whose  family  history  shows  consumption  on 
both  sides,  who  had  suffered  from  chronic  bronchitis  for 
two  years,  gained  from  October  to  March  one  inch  in  chest 
girth  and  thirty-five  cubic  inches  in  lung  capacity.  Another 
pupil  with  consumptive  tendencies,  who  breathed  only  with 
the  chest,  not  using  the  ribs  at  all,  shows  gain  in  every 
measurement,  including  two  inches  in  expansion  of  the 
lower  chest  where  the  breathing  had  been  most  deficient. 

These  are  only  two  of  over  a  dozen  similar  cases  now 
under  Miss  Foster's  care. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  judicious  exercise  are  not 
however  confined  to  semi-invalids.  One  gentleman  says 
his  wife  dances  much  better  since  she  has  taken  a  course 
of  physical  development,  and  another  asserts  that  his  wife 
is  always  brighter  in  conversation, — more  clever — the  eve- 
ning of  her  gymnasium  day. 

Those  who  have  never  visited  the  gymnasium  classes,  are 
invited  to  come  when  it  opens  next  season  and  see  how  we 
try  to  improve  the  gait,  carriage,  movements,  and  strengthen 
the  vitality,  sugar-coating  the  usefulness  by  striving  to 
make  the  exercise  easy  and  attractive. 

The  children's  classes  have  been  as  usual  enthusiastic. 
One  little  maid  of  ten,  who  keeps  pace  in  her  exercise  with 
older  and  stronger  girls,  has  become  a  gymnastic  teacher, 
in  a  way,  and  with  her  father  for  a  pupil,  faithfully  instructs 
him  in  every  new  movement  in  club-swinging,  dumb-bells, 
and  free  movements  as  fast  as  she  learns  them  herself. 

**  A  safe,  wholesome  ^lace  to  romp  in,"  as  some  one  has 
said,  so  that  our  girls  may  have  the  health  and  pleasure  of 
free,  yet' guarded  exercise,  in  a  suitable  place  and  costume, 
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and  be  the  more  quiet,  graceful  and  strong  in  other  places 
as  a  result. 

Several  pieces  of  apparatus  have  been  purchased,  one,  a 
horizontal  ladder,  has  become  a  favorite  piece  with  the 
pupils.  Among  other  new  features  of  the  season's  work, 
have  appeared  some  of  the  forms  of  exercise  peculiar  to  the 
Swedish  'system,  a  method  of  free  movements  founded  on 
the  fundamental  principles  which  must  govern  all  forms 
of  physical  culture. 

Two  open  class  evenings  have  demonstrated  to  parents, 
physicians  and  friends,  the  work  done,  and  their  enjoyment 
and  approval  was  manifested  by  hearty  applause. 

The  gymnasium  is  now  nearing  the  end  of  its  fifth  year, 
and  during  that  time  763  pupils  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  systematic  and  scientific  culture  given  in  the  classes. 

While  several  other  gymnasiums  have  been  opened,  we, 
as  pioneers,  have  held  our  own,  and  look  forward  to  larger 
classes  another  year.  The  classes  have  been  since  March 
under  the  personal  care  of  a  physician,  Miss  Foster  having 
taken  the  degree  of  medicine  at  that  time. 

The  financial  statement  of  this  committee  is  as  follows  : 

By  balance  paid  into  Cieneral  Fund  to  May  i,  1890,  .  67799 

Receipts  from  Gymnasium,  Lectures,  etc.,  .  .  676.91 

♦  i  3S£9p 

Expenses 1.009.57 

Gains  to  May  i,  i8qt, $345-33 

The  committee  extend  their  sincere  thanks  to  all  who 
have  assisted  in  this  branch  of  the  Union's  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  Flint  Wade, 
^  Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PHILANTHROPY. 


Ruskin  says :  "  How  often  it  is  difficult  to  be  wisely 
charitable;  to  do  good  without  multiplying  the  sources  of 
evil.  To  give  alms  is  nothing  unless  you  give  thought  also. 
It  is  written,  not  blessed  is  he  that  feedeth  the  poor ;  but 
'blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor.'  A  little  thought 
and  a  little  kindness  is  often  worth  more  than  a  great  deal 
of  money."  Acting  upon  this  rule  the  Philanthropic  Com- 
mittee with  a  little  money  and  a  little  kindness,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  great  deal  of  thought,  have  striven  in  the  past 
year  to  do  well  their  work,  have  spoken  words  of  comfort 
to  sad  hearts,  have  given  a  helping  hand  to  those  who 
could  not  help  themselves.  Fifty  cases,  representing  one 
hundred  and  ninety-one  persons,  have  been  investigated; 
several  proved  to  be  unworthy  of  aid.  The  Charity  Or- 
ganization rendered  efficient  help  in  making  investigations ; 
a  number  of  the  cases  helped  were  worthy  poor  whose 
names  were  upon  the  books  of  that  society. 

Four  persons  were  sent  to  different  hospitals  in  the  city. 
One  little  crippled  girl  has  had  the  regular  attendance  of  a 
woman  physician,  and  also  of  a  district  nurse.  Another 
cripple  has  also  had  the  service  of  a  physician,  and  in  addi- 
tion, through  the  efforts  of  a  member  of  this  committee, 
and  the  kindness  of  different  charitable  men  and  women, 
has  been  furnished  with  a  baby  carriage,  a  bed  and  other 
things  that  have  served  to  give  comfort  and  amusement  to 
the  poor  little  sufferer.  Some  of  those  helped  were  aged 
as  well  as  poor.     Railroad  tickets  were  furnished  to  four 
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Rochester  and  one  for  Brooklyn,  N.  Yi,  all  through  the 
kindness  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Poor.  Coal  was 
furnished  to  one  family,  and  coal  orders  were  secured  for 
several  others,  and  to  another  family  coke  enough  was 
given  to  last  nearly  through  the  winter.  A  poor  girl,  who 
had  lost  one  leg  in  crossing  a  railroad  track,  was  unable  to 
work  and  earn  her  living  unless  she  could  get  an  artificial 
leg.  An  effort  was  made  to  interest  ladies  in  the  girl,  and 
money  was  speedily  raised,  and  she  now  rejoices  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  first-class  leg  and  foot.  At  Christmas  four 
families  were  supplied  with  bounteous  dinners,  who  other- 
wise would  have  gone  without.  During  the  year  three 
hundred  and  forty-nine  articles  of  clothing  were  distributed, 
and  three  hundred  and  fifty  articles  donated  ;  medicines, 
groceries  and  meat  were  also  donated.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  visits  were  made  ;  in  some  cases  many  visits  were 
paid  to  the  same  family.  $89.37  has  been  paid  out  and 
$131.95  donated,  leaving  the  committee  with  money  to  use 
in  the  near  future. 

We  need  clothing  of  all  kinds,  supplies  for  the  sick,  and 
money  as  our  work  continues  the  year  through. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Selina  Merchant, 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 


The  professed  object  of  the  Educational  Committee  is 
to  provide  mental  food  and  entertainment  for  all  who 
come  in  answer  to  its  invitations  ;  but  at  the  beginning  of 
last  year  it  appeared  in  a  new  role,  and,  acting  as  hostess, 
on  June  27th  summoned  the  members  of  the  other  commit- 
tees to  a  Strawberry  Tea.  This  new  departure  in  Union 
methods,  affording,  as  it  does,  pleasant  intercourse  and 
closer  acquaintance  among  our  working  members,  gave  the 
Educational  Committee  the  opportunity  to  prove  that  it 
could  change  its  menu  and  still  please  its  guests. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  20th,  the  first  lecture  of  the 
year  was  given  by  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe.  A  large  and 
interested  audience  listened  to  her  "  Personal  Reminis- 
cences of  Emerson  and  Longfellow."  On  December  29th, 
another  large  audience  greeted  Miss  Jane  Meade  Welch, 
who  gave  a  vivid  description  of  "  The  Passion  Play  of 
Oberammergau." 

On  the  evening  of  March  19th,  we  listened  to  Mr.  Henry 
R.  Rowland's  finished  paper  on  **  The  Literature  of  the 
New  South,"  and  on  April  9th,  Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley  gave 
us  her  "  Impressions  of  the  Woman's  National  Council,"  a 
paper  which  brought  out  clearly  the  true  meaning,  object 
and  significance  of  that  great  congress  which  so  lately  met 
in  Washington. 

In  addition  to  the.se  lectures,  five  free  coteries  have  been 
held.  On  November  7th,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Slicer  spoke  on 
"  The  Passion  for  Philanthropy."  December  5th,  Miss 
Jessie  Beers  gave  a  paper  on  "  The  Kindergarten  and  the 
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School,"  illustrating  with  material  used  and  work  done  by 
her  pupils.  January  2d,  Miss  Mary  E.  Walker  spoke  on 
"  Hiding  Places,"  a  charming  study  of  the  habits  of  the 
insect  world.  On  February  6th,  Mr.  E.  A.  Gowan  talked 
of  **  Musical  Matters  in  Berlin,"  closing  by  singing  several 
German  folk-songs.  At  the  Coterie  held  March  6th, 
Mrs.  Louise  Bethune  spoke  of  "  Women  in  Architecture," 
exhibiting  a  collection  of  architectural  drawings. 

The  regular  class-work  began  November  3d  and  closed 
April  30th.  Four  free  and  seven  paid  classes  have  been 
provided,  the  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  being 
174.  Mdlle.  See  has  had  charge  of  the  French  classes 
Miss  E.  Jarrett  of  grammar  and  Miss  Mary  F.  Baker  of 
arithmetic.  With  these  exceptions,  our  corps  of  teachers 
remains  the  same  as  that  of  last  year. 

The  financial  report  of  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

Receipts  from  classes  and  lectures,  $459.09.  Expenses 
for  payment  of  teachers,  lecturers  and  advertising,  $480.36. 

We  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  renewal,  by  Mr.  C. 
O.  Perrin,  of  the  free  scholarship  in  the  College  of  Com- 
merce, and  the  additional  gift  from  Mr.  C.  U.  Johnson  of 
a  scholarship  in  the  Buffalo  Business  University.  Both 
places  have  been  filled  by  worthy  applicants. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charlotte  Stoneman  Williams, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PROTECTION. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  we  were  able  to  report  that 
our  Woman  Physician  bill  had  become  a  law.  At  this  time 
we  have  only  to  add  to  what  extent  the  la^w  has  been  com- 
plied with. 

We  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  first  superintendent 
in  the  State  to  place  a  woman  upon  his  medical  staff,  after 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  Dr.  J.  B.  Andrews  of  the  Buffalo 
State  Hospital.  Dr.  Eleanor  McAllister  at  present  holds 
that  position. 

The  following,  so  far  as  we  have  obtained  information,  is 
the  list  of  appointments  : 

Binghamton,  Dr.  E.  Gertrude  Crum ;  Hudson  River 
Hospital  at  Poughkeepsie,  Dr.  Caroline  F.  Pease;  Utica, 
Dr.  Clara  E.  Smith.  At  the  Syracuse  Idiot  Asylum,  Dr. 
Kate  G.  Hathway.  No  appointment  has  yet  been  made  at 
Newark  and  the  superintendent  at  Middletown  had  not  yet 
found  the  right  woman  for  his  hospital. 

The  Willard  Asylum  has  had  a  woman  on  its  medical  staff 
for  five  years,  having  recognized  the  advantage  before  law 
made  it  compulsory.  Dr.  Emma  Putnam  is  there  now,  and 
Dr.  Caroline  Bristol  of  Troy  has  received  the  nomination 
at  the  St.  Lawrence  State  Hospital  at  Ogdensburg. 

Repeated  inquiries  have  come  to  us  from  the  managers 
of  asylums  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  in  regard  to 
this  bill  and  to  what  extent  it  has  been  successful. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  special  committee  on 
Police  and  Jail  Matrons: 

We  have  the  gratifying  report  to  make  this  year,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  passage  of  the  Revised  Charter  bill,  two 
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additional  Police  Matrons  have  been  appointed,  who  will  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  women  prisoners  at  stations  Nos.  3 
and  8,  and  to  these  stations  and  to  No.  i  station,  where  a 
matron  was  placed  four  years  ago,  all  women  arrested  in 
this  city  will  be  sent. 

For  seven  years  this  committee  has  labored  patiently  and 
persistently  to  establish  the  principle,  that  wherever  women 
are  detained  as  prisoners  there  women  should  be  placed  to 
care  for  them.  We  have  felt  that  our  long  continued  labor 
in  this  field  entitled  us  to  recognition  when  it  became 
necessary  to  fill  the  position  we  have  helped  to  create. 

The  Mayor  and  Police  Commissioners  have  recognized 
our  claim  and  courteously  invited  the  President  of  the 
Union  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  be  present  at 
the  examination  of  the  applicants  and  to  give  advice  as  to 
their  fitness  for  the  positions.  As  the  result  Mrs.  Ellen 
Cozzensand  Mrs.  Eleanor  Richmond  have  been  appointed 
Police  Matrons  at  a  salary  of  $600  a  year  each. 

In  December  of  last  year  your  chairman  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
A.  Merchant,  who  is  associated  with  her  as  jail  matron  com- 
mittee, made  another  petition  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Erie  County  to  appoint  a  Matron  at  the  county  jail,  but 
we  did  not  obtain  what  we  asked.  We  were  informed  that 
we  came  too  late  in  the  season  to  have  our  petition  recog- 
nized. 

They  fully  understand  that  we  have  come  to  stay  and,  if 
needs  be,  shall  give  another  seven  years  to  this  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charlotte  Stoneman  Williams, 

Chairman. 


33 

During  the  current  year  i8i  cases  have  been  recorded 
with  claims  amounting  to  $3,104.56.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-six  of  these  cases  we  have  been  able  to  settle. 

Many  of  the  claims  are  brought  to  us  as  the  last  resort, 
it  being  well  known  that  the  money  could  not  be  collected 
even  if  judgment  were  obtained.  Sometimes  we  can  secure 
the  full  amount  of  the  claim  ;  sometimes  we  get  ten  cents 
on  the  dollar  ;  sometimes  we  get  nothing. 

Much  personal  property  was  found  to  be  exempt  under 
the  law,  and  all  real  estate  was  exempt  unless  the  claim 
exceeded  $25.00.  As  few,  comparatively,  of  our  cases 
reach  half  that  sum,  we  determined  to  secure  if  possible 
special  legislation  for  domestic  service. 

As  the  result  a  bill  was  incorporated  in  the  city  charter 
under  the  Municipal  Court  bill  by  which  no  property  of  the 
defendant  is  exempt  when  the  plaintiff  is  a  domestic 
servant  and  recovers  a  judgment  not  exceeding  $25.00 
exclusive  of  costs. 

The  following  is  the  text  of  the  law: 

"  In  an  action  brought  in  this  court  by  a  domestic  servant  to  recover 
for  services  performed  by  her,  if  the  plaintiff  recovers  a  judgment  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars  exclusive  of  costs,  no  property  of 
the  defendant  is  exempt  from  levy  and  sale  by  virtue  of  an  execution 
against  property  issued  thereupon ;  and  if  such  an  execution  is  returned 
wholly  or  partly  unsatisfied  the  clerk  must,  upon  the  application  of  the 
plaintiff  and  the  order  of  a  judge  of  said  court,  issue  an  execution 
against  the  person  of  the  defendant  for  the  sum  remaining  uncollected. 
A  defendant  arrested  by  virtue  of  an  execution  so  issued  against  his 
person,  must  be  actually  confined  in  the  jail,  and  is  not  entitled  to  the 
liberties  thereof,  but  he  must  be  discharged  after  having  been  so  con- 
fined fifteen  days.  After  his  discharge  an  execution  against  his  person 
cannot  be  issued  upon  the  judgment,  but  the  judgment  creditor  may 
enforce  the  judgment  against  property  as  if  the  execution  from  which 
the  judgment  debtor  is  discharged  has  been  returned,  without  his  being 
taken.     In  an  action  to  recover  a  sum  of  money  for  wages  earned  only 
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by  a  domestic  servant  the  plaintiff,  if  entitled  to  costs,  shall  recover  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  as  costs  in  addition  to  the  costs  allowed  by  section 
four  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  this  act.  When  the  employee  is  the 
plaintiff  in  the  action  she  is  entitled,  upon  a  settlement  thereof,  to  the 
full  amount  of  costs'which  she  would  have  recovered  if  judgment  had  been 
rendered  in  her  favor  for  the  sum  received  by  her  upon  the  settlement." 

How  important  this  law  is  in  our  work  may  be  judged 
from  the  fact  that  over  loo  cases  for  domestic  service  have 
come  to  us  during  the  past  year. 

The  last  clause  referring  to  imprisonment  for  debt  is  en- 
tirely discretionary  with  the  court  and  will  always  be  our 
last  resource,  and  that  too  in  most  aggravated  cases. 

It  is  well  sometimes  that  the  ways  of  evil-doers  should 
not  be  laid  in  too  easy  places,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  free 
ourselves  of  a  few  perpetual  defendants. 

Cognate  to  this  subject  the  question  has  been  asked  if  we 
would  approve  of  levying  upon  the  cooking  stove  or  sewing 
machine  to  pay  the  hired  girl.  Many  cases  come  to  us 
where  the  defendants  are  not  in  circumstances  to  keep 
help  and  are  quite  able  to  do  their  own  work. 

If  the  resources  of  the  family  are  limited  to  the  cooking 
stove  and  sewing  machine  those  articles  should  be  manipu- 
lated by  their  owners. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  our  counselors  for  our  success 
in  getting  this  bill  into  the  charter,  and  special  thanks 
should  be  given  to  Messrs.  Ward  well,  Ferguson  and  Jenkins 
and  to  the  Hon.  Jacob  Stern  who  carried  the  bill  to  Albany 
for  us. 

We  desire  to  adjust  differences  between  women  wage- 
workers  and  their  employers  from  a  purely  legal  stand- 
point, and  hold  that  a  knowledge  of  the  few  and  simple 
laws  of  our  state  relating  to  domestic  service  is  the  first 
step  in  the  solution  of  the  domestic  problem. 


35 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  $125.00  from 
people  interested  in  our  work  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses 
of  bringing  suits. 

$496.65  has  been  collected  during  the  year,  swelling  the 
aggregate  collections  of  this  department  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  1885  to  something  over  $7,000.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carrie  Van  Ness  Moot, 

Secretary. 


COMMITTEE  ON   LITERARY  AND   MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


The  work  accomplished  by  this  committee  during  the 
past  year  varies  so  little  from  that  recorded  in  the  past,  that 
to  report  anything  entirely  new  seems  out  of  the  question. 

As  history  repeats  itself,  we  must  ask  your  indulgence  if 
we  should  do  the  same. 

The  work,  as  many  of  you  know,  is  to  arrange  for  a 
series  of  Free  Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments,  to  be 
given  monthly. 

Six  in  all  were  given,  commencing  November  loth,  1890, 
and  closing  April  27th,  1891. 

Our  stage-room  being  more  limited  since  we  became  the 
proud  owners  of  a  grand  piano,  musical  selections  and 
recitations  were  all  we  could  well  accommodate. 

However,  this  course  was  slightly  varied,  for  in  March 
Miss  Hoxie  gave  a  delightful  talk  on  "  Constantinople  and 
the  East,"  illustrating  the  same  with  stereopticon  views. 
In  giving  a  sketch  of  the  people  of  this  country,  she  made 
special  mention  of  Eastern  architecture  and  art. 
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After  the  new  year  was  ushered  in,  we  decided  to  give  a 
"  Four  o'clock,"  and  asked  the  Committee  on  Social  Affairs 
to  join  us  in  the  undertaking.  Invitations  were  sent  to  the 
officers,  directors  and  members  of  all  the  committees  of 
the  Union. 

Unpleasant  as  was  the  weather  on  that  twenty-second 
day  of  January,  but  few  regrets  were  received,  and  almost 
the  entire  working  force  of  the  Union  enjoyed  the  pleasant 
hour  together. 

Our  out-of-town  guests  were  officers  from  the  sister 
Unions  of  Auburn  and  Dunkirk. 

A  pleasant  memory  still  lingers  of  the  home-like  picture 
the  lecture  rooms  presented  on  that  day. 

We  were  anxious  to  do  still  more  work  in  the  broad 
field  that  ever  stretches  out  wider  and  wider  before  us,  so 
a  short  course  of  free  lectures  was  planned  in  addition  to 
the  regular  work  of  this  committee.  The  first  of  these 
was  given  on  the  evening  of  March  30th,  by  Mr.  P.  J. 
Ferris,  subject  "The  Holy  Land."  He  gave  us  in  his 
pleasing  manner  such  a  delightful  evening,  that  with  him 
we  seemed  to  be  traveling  the  weary  way  up  to  Jerusalem, 
experiencing  the  many  incidents  and  difficulties  as  he  told 
us  of  them. 

The  appreciative  audience,  however,  was  all  too  small  to 
encourage  us  to  attempt  completing  the  course. 

We  extend  our  heartiest  thanks  to  all  who  have  kindly 
given  both  time  and  talent,  to  help  the  members  of  this 
committee  carry  out  the  work  assigned  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Chairman, 


37 
Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 

November  lo,  1890.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  George  A. 
Plimpton.  I.  Song,  "To  Sevilla," — Desshauer  —  Miss 
Elizabeth  B.  Bird.  2.  Recitation,  "  The  Wind  and  the 
Rose,"  Madame  de  Zielinski.  3.  Piano  Solos, — Bach — a, 
Gavotie.  b.  "Cradle  Song,"  Kjerulf— r.  "Tarentelle"— Miss 
Emma  Louise  Treat.  4.  Song,  "Vanity,  let  it  be," — W.  D. 
Hull— Miss  Grace  Caldwell.  5.  "  Slumber  Song,"— Raff- 
Miss  E.  B.  Bird.  6.  Recitation,  "  Carcassonne,"  Madame 
de  Zielinski.  7.  Songs,  «"  Across  the  Dee," — Coombs. 
d.  "  Day  Dream,"— Strelezki— Mrs.  M.  V.  V.  Smith.  8. 
Recitation,  "Song  from  Pippa  Passes,"  Madame  de 
Zielinski.  9.  Song,  "Good  Night,"  Miss  E.  B.  Bird. 
Accompanists,  Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,  Chevalier  de 
Zielinski. 

December  8,  1890.  Arranged  by  Miss  Carrie  M. 
Cochrane,  i.  Violin  Duet, — Daucher — Miss  Cochrane  and 
Mr.  Garnall.  2.  Song,  Mr.  Charles  Dempsey.  3.  Mandolin 
Solo,  "Reverie,"  Miss  Nice.  4.  Recitation,  Miss  Helen 
Judd.  5.  Guitar  Solo,  "  Nocturne,"  Miss  Cochrane.  6. 
Violin  Solo, — Berceuse— Mr.  Garnall.  7.  Song,  "  One 
Sweetly  Solemn  Thought,"  Mr.  Robert  Steele.  8.  Banjo 
Duet,  "  Darkies*  Patrol,"  Miss  Cochrane  and  Mr.  Jacob 
Otto. 

January  12,  1891.  Arranged  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Mont- 
gomery and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant,  i.  Piano  Duet,  Prof. 
J.  Edward  Johnson  and  Miss  Maud  Montgomery.  2.  Song, 
"  Dear  Love,"  Mr.  Besser.      3.  Recitation,  Miss   Brooks. 

4.  Piano  Solo,  "  From  Craig  to  Sea,"   Master  Reisenfelt. 

5.  Quartette,  Pastime  Band.  6.  Recitation,  Miss  Vedder. 
7.  Piano  Selection,  Miss  James.  8.  .Selection,  Pastime 
Band.     9.  Recitation,  Miss  Vedder. 


38 

February  9,  1891.  Arranged  by  Miss  Treat  and  Miss 
Hoyt.  I.  Duet,  "March" — Schubert — Mrs.  Walker  and 
Miss  Treat.  2.  Reading,  "The  Owl  Critic,'*  Miss  Nellie 
Choate.  3.  Song,  "  Spare  no  Foe," — Pinsuti — Mr.  E.  C. 
Walker.  4.  Piano  Solo,  "Gondoliers" — Listz — Miss  E. 
Louise  Treat.  5.  Drinking  Song,  Mr,  Morris  Tanner.  6. 
Two  Songs,  "  Winter's  Lullaby  " — De  Koven — Miss  Emily 
Seymour.  7.  Recitations,  "  How  the  Little  Girl  entertained 
the  Missionary  Agent,"  and  "  When  the  Cows  come  Home." 
Miss  Choate.  8.  Song,  "In  Sheltered  Vale,"  Mr.  E.  C. 
Walker. 

March  16,1891.  Arranged  by  Miss  Hoxie.  A  talk  on 
"Constantinople  and  the  East,"  by  Miss  Anna  Maud 
Hoxie.     This  was  fully  illustrated  by  stereopticon  views. 

April  27,  1891.  Arranged  by  Miss  Kate  V.  Albro  and 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington.  i.  Tenor  Solo,  a.'^Tht  Best  of 
All,"— Moir.  ^  "The  Lover's  Ride,"— Dr.  L.  S.  Lodge.  2. 
Recitations,  a.  "The  Organ  Builder,"  d.  "Kitty  McGee,"— 
Mrs.  Louise  Ramsen.  3.  Tenor  Solo,  "  Madeline,"  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Jaeger.  4.  Contralto  Solo,  "Tyrolean  Song,"  Mrs. 
Little.  5.  Recitation,  a.  "Lasca,"  fi.  "How  Schockerty  Set  a 
Hen,"  Miss  Lillian  Hirshfield.  6.  Piano  Solo,  "  Tarentelle," 
— Heller — Miss  Isabella  Gibson.  7.  Recitation,  "The 
Sad  Tale  of  a  Nose,"  Miss  Kittie  Foster.  8.  Piano  Solo, 
"Fantasia,  Scotch  Airs" — W.  Pope — Miss  Isabella  Gibson. 
9.  Recitations,  a.  "  Jane's  Conquest,"  d ."  What  Biddy  said  in 
Court,"  Miss  Charlotte  Gerner. 


COMMITTEE   ON   LIBRARY. 

The  Library  Committee  report  that  they  have  purchased 
during  the  year  Bradley's  Atlas  of  the  World,  which  is 
always  ready  for  reference  ;  and  thirty- three  new  books  of 
range  wide  enough  to  suit  the  general  taste. 

To  which  have  been  added  by  generous  donors  Thack- 
eray's complete  works,  George  Eliot's  works,  four  volumes 
of  the  works  of  S.  M.  Clemens,  "  Blessed  Birds,"  and 
eighteen  volumes  from  members  of  the  Union. 

Twenty-one  volumes  of  magazines  have  been  bound. 

This  is  not  a  large  addition,  but  by  no  means  con- 
temptible from  the  Union's  point  of  view. 

They  have  subscribed  for  ten  magazines  and  ten  papers, 
at  an  expense  of  thirty-one  dollars  and  eighty  cents.  They 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  various  individuals, 
associations  and  publishers,  of  eleven  magazines,  and  thir- 
teen papers  and  reports  regularly  sent  through  the  year, 
which  are  valuable  accessions  to  our  reading  matter. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Express,  Courier  and  Commercial 
have  as  heretofore  furnished  to  the  library  their  valuable 
papers,  for  which  grateful  acknowledgment  is  made. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Guthrie  has  increased  the  collection  bearing 
Mrs.  Guthrie's  name,  by  the  gift  of  shells,  geological 
specimens,  etc. 

Several  authors  have  promised  autograph  manuscripts, 
with  photographs,  for  the  hoped  for  Woman's  Room  in  the 
prospective  building. 

The  committee,  with  some  assistance  from  others,  kept 
the  library  open  on  Sunday  afternoons,  from  one  o'clock  till 
six,  through  November,  December,  January  and  February. 
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But  as  the  whole  number  of  readers  was  less  than 
twenty-five,  and  as  many  of  them  remained  but  a  short 
time,  it  was  deemed  best  to  drop  the  undertaking,  though 
the  committee  would  gladly  have  continued  the  experiment 
if  it  had  been  appreciated  ;  and  they  hope  that  during  the 
coming  year,  with  the  increasing  number  of  books  and  the 
really  good  exhibit  of  magazines  and  papers  at  their 
disposal,  readers  will  be  more  enthusiastic  and  call  for  such 
a  privilege  instead  of  ignoring  the  opportunity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gracia  S.  Benedict, 

Chairman, 


List  of  Magazines  and  Papers  to  be  found  in   the 
Library. 


Art  Amateur, 

Lend  a  Hand, 

Good  Housekeeping, 

Current  Literature, 

St.  Nicholas, 

Century, 

Lippincott's  Magazine, 

Short  Stories, 

Harper's  Magazine, 

Cosmopolitan, 

Home  Maker, 

The  Nationalist, 

The  Lady, 

Work  and  Leisure, 

Nineteenth  Century, 

Contemporary  Review, 

Fortnightly, 

Poet  Lore, 


Scribner's  Magazine, 

Jenness  Miller  Quarterly, 

Woman's  Record, 

Woman's  Journal, 

N.  Y.  Sunday  Tribune, 

Youth's  Companion, 

The  Educator, 

Harper's  Weekly, 

Ladies'  Home  Journal, 

Far  and  Near, 

The  Nation, 

Food,  Home  and  Garden, 

Woman's  News. 

Medical  Missionary  Record, 

Buffalo  Express, 

Buffalo  Courier, 

Buffalo  Commercial. 


COMMITTEE   ON    KITCHEN   GARDEN. 


The  Kitchen  Garden  Class,  with  its  fifty-three  pupils,  has 
been  a  busy  department  of  the  Women's  Union  during  the 
past  winter.  Attendance  has  been  regular,  and  the  interest 
manifested  and  improvement  made  have  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  those  in  charge. 

The  children  have  been  taught  to  make  beds,  set  and 
wait  on  table,  wash  and  wipe  dishes,  market,  wash  and  iron 
clothes,  care  for  baby  and  nursery  and  care  for  their  own 
bodies. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  sewing.  Thirty-four 
garments  have  been  made.  They  belong  to  the  children 
who  finished  them.  Mrs.  Bache  offered  two  prizes  to  the 
scholars  who  should  make  the  greatest  improvement  in 
sewing.  The  first,  a  large  work  basket,  beautifully  lined 
with  silk,  and  fitted  up  with  pockets  and  needle  cushions, 
was  awarded  to  Kittie  Walsh ;  the  second,  not  so  large,  to 
Sophia  Ay. 

The  Kitchen  Garden  Bank  has  forty-two  depositors.  As 
the  children  were  of  a  poorer  class  than  ever  before,  they 
were  able  to  save  less  money  than  in  former  years,  the 
receipts  being  $26.23.  Kittie  Walsh  is  the  largest  depositor, 
having  with  interest,  $2.12.  The  amounts  deposited  vary 
from  one  to  ten  cents.  Each  child  is  expected  to  earn 
what  she  deposits.  The  bank  is  doing  much  for  the  children 
besides  giving  interest  on  the  money.  March  28th,  when  the 
interest  was  added  to  their  accounts,  each  girl  was  required 
to  examine  her  book  and  see  if  it  was  correct.  This  work 
was  done  as  carefully  as  if  hundreds  of  dollars  instead  of 
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cents  were  involved.  It  is  surely  a  good  thing  for  girls, 
who  will  have  to  depend  on  themselves  for  a  livelihood,  to 
learn  how  to  do  business.  Punctuality  is  also  promoted 
by  the  bank,  the  business  hour  being  from  one  to  two» 
when  transactions  promptly  end. 

After  the  session  the  children  are  given  a  luncheon  of 
bread  and  milk,  which  is  greatly  enjoyed,  and  three  times 
during  the  winter  they  have  been  treated  to  a  feast  of  good 
things — the  Saturdays  after  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas, 
also  at  the  close  of  school,  April  4th. 

The  distribution  of  good  reading  is  always  a  means  of 
elevation.  Two  large  packages  of  the  "Youths'  Com- 
panion "  were  contributed  for  the  use  of  our  children. 
These  have  been  freely  circulated  and  have  been  a  source 
of  delight  not  only  to  the  little  ones  but  to  the  fathers  and 
mothers  as  well.  The  increase  of  this  branch  of  the  work 
will  help  in  the  effort  to  raise  the  standard  of  living  among 
the  poor. 

Each  family  represented  in  the  school  has  been  visited 
by  the  teachers  who  were  cordially  received.  The  mothers 
thanked  them  over  and  over  for  the  good  done  their  little 
ones,  and  many  times  we  were  told,  '*  Our  table  is  now  set 
as  you  do  at  the  Union,"  or  **  Our  work  is  not  done  as  it 
used  to  be,  but  as  my  little  girl  is  taught."  And  all 
expressed  regret  that  "  school  did  not  keep  all  summer." 
We  found  some  families  where  the  wolf  was  not  only  at 
but  inside  the  door.  Their  wants  were  supplied  and  they 
are  still  being  looked  after. 

We  need  more  room.  We  have  been  obliged  to  refuse 
admittance  to  a  large  number.  In  this  department  is  our 
greatest  field  for  good.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Rainsford,  in  the 
April  Forum  says  :  "  I  am  prepared  to  say  our  chief  work 
to-day  should  be  done  among  the  children.     Our  strength 
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and  our  time  are  limited  ;  we  must  plant  our  blows  where 
they  will  tell  most,  sow  our  seeds  where  they  will  have  the 
best  chance  to  grow.  A  man  or  woman  who  has  pursued 
an  evil  course  from  childhood  is  almost  always  past  help 
at  twenty-five,  speaking  generally,  but  the  children  can  be 
saved.  They  cannot,  however,  be  saved  by  public  schools, 
nor  yet  by  Sunday-schools.  They  are  not  being  saved  ; 
they  are  passing  from  bad  to  worse,  and  nothing  can  rescue 
them  but  an  awakened  Christian  sentiment,  that  will  not 
pause  till  their  surroundings  are  such  as  will  give  the 
divinity  within  them  some  chance  to  grow." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ella  A.  Dickey, 

Superintendent. 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Mrs.  Henry  Altman, 
Mrs.  C.  V.  Barse, 
Mrs.  Annie  L.  Bliss, 
Mts.  C.  W.  Evans, 
Mrs.  Esther  A.  Glenny, 
Miss  Esther  Ghenny, 
Mrs.  George  Howard, 


Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Ray  V.  Pierce, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Richmond, 
Mrs.  John  Satterfield, 
Mrs.  Sidney  Shepard, 
Miss  Jessie  L.  Taylor, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 


SUSTAINING   MEMBERS. 


Mrs. 

Truman  G.  Avery, 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Munro, 

Mrs. 

J.  C.  Brinkcr, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  H.  Newman. 

Mrs. 

Louisa  T.  Budd, 

Mrs.  R.  Ovens. 

Mrs. 

James  F.  Chard, 

Mrs.  Frank  Perew, 

Mrs. 

James  Crate. 

Miss  Nora  Pettibone, 

Mrs. 

L.  L.  Crocker, 

Mrs.  Caroline  M.  Phelps, 

Mrs. 

M.  A.  Cromer, 

Mrs.  George  R.  Potter, 

Mrs. 

Charles  Daniels, 

Miss  Emma  Pratt. 

Mrs. 

James  Davidson, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom. 

Mrs. 

E.  H.  Dutton, 

Miss  Mattie  Ransom. 

Mrs. 

S.  F.  Eagan, 

Miss  Lily  C.  Rogers, 

Mrs. 

J.  S.  Eckley. 

Mrs.  Sherman  S.  Rogers. 

Mrs. 

William  B.  Flint, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Root, 

Mrs. 

Robert  L.  Fryer, 

Mrs.  D.  Rosenau, 

Mrs. 

P.  H.  Griffin, 

Mrs.  Bronson  C.  Rumsey, 

Mrs. 

S.  H.  Grosvenor, 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Sherman, 

Mrs. 

E.  L.  Hedstrom, 

Mrs.  M.  Spiegel, 

Mrs. 

A.  C.  Hersee, 

Mrs.  Wrilson  S.  Tifft. 

Mrs. 

Dwight  W.  Hodge, 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Tillinghast. 

Mrs. 

E.  P.  HoUister, 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Watson, 

Mrs. 

F.  Huidekoper, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  White, 

Mrs. 

Emanuel  Levy, 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Whiting, 

Mrs. 

George  Howard  Lewis, 

Mrs.  Ansley  Wilcox, 

Mrs. 

John  Lyth, 

Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams, 

Mrs. 

George  A.  Merchant, 

Mrs.  George  L.  Williams, 

Mrs. 

James  Mooney, 

Mrs.  Gibson  T.  Williams. 

Mrs. 

Chester  Moore, 

Miss  Martha  Williams. 

Mrs. 

Norris  Morey, 

Mrs.  Robert  P.  Wilson. 

Mrs. 

J.  B.  Mumford, 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  "The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo/' 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows: 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employments  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  edu<rational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women. 
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III.  There  thall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  [Society,  which 
shall  consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors 
for  the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are  : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bidwell.  Elizabeth  Blocker, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattie  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton. 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy. 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E,  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Fassett,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Louise  Flach.  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett.  Anna  M.  Letch  worth, 

Selina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jennie  Watson  Norton, 

LuciNDA  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 
Nora  Pettibone,                      *      Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  Townsend, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND. 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS, 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE. 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE. 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  \ 
County  of  Erie,  )     ' 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agnes  A. 
Fassett,  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill,  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 

NATHANIEL  S.   ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I.  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS, 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4,  1886. 

ARTICLE  I.— Title. 

This  association  shall  be  called  **The  Women's  Educational  and 
Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  II.— Object. 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to 
promote  the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational, 
industrial  and  social  adyancement. 
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ARTICLE  111— Oj^Cfrs. 

Sec,  I.  The  business  manag^ement  of  the  Union  shall  be  vested  in 
a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members,  twelve 
of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

Sec.  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes 
effect  shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  thsy  were  respectively  elected. 
At  each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  Directors  shall  be  chosen, 
who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual 
meeting  next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall 
have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

Skc.  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members,  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices  ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

Sec.  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  union  standing  committees  on  Finance, 
Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Domestic  training,  Hygiene 
and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Education,  Protection,  Library 
and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may  approve  or  reject  all 
nominations  for  committees,  except  those  for  chairmen,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of  Directors  and  shall  not 
be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  IW. -^Membership. 

Any  woman  may  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to 
the  Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar, 
and  which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year 
from  the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member ; 
and  may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The 
annual  payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sus- 
taining member. 

ARTICLE  v.— Fiscal  Year, 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May. 
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ARTICLE  VL— Annual  Meeting. 

Sec.  I.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

Skc.  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quoram  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

Sec.  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting : 

1.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  officers. 

3.  Reports  of  committees. 

4.  Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 

7.  Installation  of  officers. 

ARTICLE  Yll.-'Annual  Electton. 

Sec.  I.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May.     All  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

Sec  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  10  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  and  no 
member  in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  VlW.'-Vacancies, 

Sec.  I.  Any  vacancies  occuring  among  the  officers  or  in  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after 
such  vacancy  shall  occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the 
term  of  the  person  whom  she  succeeds. 

Sec.  2.  Any  member  absent  from  three  consecutive  regular  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors,  without  leave  of  absence  from,  or  satis- 
factory excuse  presented  to  said  Board,  shall  cease  to  be  a  Director  of 
the  Union,  and  the  vacancy  so  created  shall  be  filled  as  provided  in 
section  one  of  this  Article. 
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ARTICLE  ^.'-Departments  of  Work, 

Sec.  I.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which  shall 
be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direction  of 
the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be 
in  charge  of  the  standing  committees.  New  departments  may  be  or- 
ganized whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  deem  such  action  favor- 
able to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and 
remain  entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X.— Associate  Societies. 

Sec.  I.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to  inter- 
changes of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of  each 
may  be  known. 

Sec.  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems, 
may  be  recognized  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited, 

ARTICLE  XI.— Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  noticcof 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS   OF  THE   BOARD   OF  DIRECTORS. 
Adopted  Junk  i,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.—Meetimgs, 


Sec.  I.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Eleven  members  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of  such 
Board,,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time 
by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a  special  meet- 
ing shall  be  stated  in  the  call  therefor,  and  no  business  other  than  that 
specified,  shall  be  transacted. 

Sec.  2,  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committees,  and  five  members  of  each  committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  II,— Duties  of  Officers. 

Sec.  I. — President.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside 
at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direction  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point, with  the  advice  of  the  Hoard  of  Directors,  special  committees 
for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the  province  of  the 
standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all  vacancies  which 
shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have  the  usual  powers 
of  a  presiding  officer. 

Sec.  2. — Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

Sec.  3. — Treasurer.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive 
all  moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessar}', 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
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the  Board  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  ejcamination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  4 —Secretaries.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give 
notice  of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  meetings  and 
preserve  all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall 
enroll  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a 
report  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE  III.— Standing  Committees 

Sec.  I.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union,  provide 
methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assessments. 
It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit  the  annual 
report  of  the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2. — The  Committee  on  Social  Affairs  shall  have  charge  of 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union  and  extend  to  all  visitors  its 
hospitality. 

Sec.  3. — The  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment  shall 
advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist  women  in 
their  chosen  vocations.  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of  Registration, 
which  shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and  furnish  informa- 
tion to  those  seeking  it. 
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Sec.  4.— The  Committee  on  Domestic  Training  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instructions  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

Sec.  5. — The  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture 
shall  provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  {gymnasium,  and 
other  instruction,  true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health 
shall  be  best  promoted.  It  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  {governing  the 
use  of  the  gymnasium. 

Sec.  6. — The  Committee  on  Philanthropy  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  rendering  such  other  ser- 
vice to  the  needy  as  may  seem  desirable. 

Sec.  7.  The  Committee  on  Education  shall  provide  courses  of 
lectures,  conversation,  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  provisions  as 
shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

Sec.  8.  The  Committee  on  Protection  shall  commend  the  legal 
and  social  rights  of  women  to  public  attention,  and  shall  assist  in 
measures  which  may  be  taken  to  enforce  the  rights  of  any  woman  who 
may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

Spc.  9.  The  Committee  on  Libkary  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to  the 
public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and  government. 

Sec.  10.  The  Committee  on  Membership  shall  solicit  renewals, 
and  in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to  increase  the  Sustaining  and 
Annual  Membership. 

Sec.  II.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside 
at  all  the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lec- 
tures held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve,  she 
shall  appoint  a  substitute. 

Sec.  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve 
or  reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members 
of  the  Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 

Sec.  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments 
of  the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the 
Board  of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering such  measures. 
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Sec.  14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be 
governed  by  Roberts's  Rales  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  l\,— Order  of  Business. 

The  following:  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  every  regular 
meeting: 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  RollcalL 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

8.  Unfinished  business. 
9«  New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  V.^Real  Estate, 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the  care 
and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this 
Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

ARTICLE  \l.— Annual  Election, 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  members  of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty- 
four  nominations  of  Directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual 
election.  Each  member  of  the  Union  may  vote  for  twelve  Directors, 
and  the  twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared 
elected ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors 
of  election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  VU,— Amendments. 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board. 


OFFICERS    FOR    1891-1892. 


President 

First    Vice-President,    . 
Second  Vice-President, 
Third  Vice-President,  . 
Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer,     .... 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.  porter  NORTON, 
Mrs.  p.  H.  griffin. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 
Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 
Mrs.  henry  RUMRILL. 


Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss, 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  George  Clinton, 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  HussEY, 


Directors. 

To  May  x,  189a. 

Mrs.  James  Mooney, 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 

Mrs.  Leroy  S.  O  ATM  an, 

(Vacancy.) 

Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley, 


Miss  Anna  M.  Letchworth, 


Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend. 


Mrs.   Abram  Altman, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Fiske, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 


To  May  x,  1893. 

Mrs.  NoRRis  Morey, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom, 
Mrs.  Ellir  J.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tikft, 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams. 


To  May  x,  X894. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict,  Mrs.  George  H.  Lewis, 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull,  Mrs.  George  A.  Mercha.\t, 

Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke,  Mrs.  Henry   Rumrill, 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach,  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Hollister,  Mrs.  George  Wing. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,  1891-1892. 

Finance. 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss Chairman, 

Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, Chairman. 

Employment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd, Chairman, 

Mrs.  Leslie  Hewitt Secretary. 

Domestic  Training. 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, Chairman. 

Hygriene  and  Physical  Culture. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, Chairman. 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Williams Secretary. 

Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, Chairman. 

Miss  Jennie  Roy, Secretary. 

Education. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams, Chairman. 

Miss  E.  JARRETT Secretary. 

Protection. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot Secretary. 
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Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairmnn. 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shi  els Secretaty. 

Membership. 

Mrs.  George  Wing Chairmau. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Austin Secretary. 

Special   Committees. 

Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske Chairman. 

Kitchen  Garden. 

Mrs.  Ella  A.   Dickey Chainuan. 

Reception. 

Mrs.   H.  D.  L\(;raham Chain/tan. 

Miss  Isabella  Dean Secretary. 


Legacies  may  be  lost  to  the  Society  by  failure  to  use  a 
proper  form.     We  suggest  the  following 

FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 

/  hereby  give  and  bequest   to   the   Women  s  Eduea- 

tional  and  Industrial  Union   of  Buffalo,  the   sum   of 

: and  hereby  autJiorize  my  lixeeuiors 

to  pay  the  same  to  the  person  ivho  shall  be  acting  as 

Treasurer  of  said  Society. 


I 


\:Xi 


AND 


TRIAL-  Union 


FFALO.  N-  V. 


Id92. 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


WOMEN'S 


Educational  and  Indu^p[aninioq 


OF     BUFFALO, 


For  the  Year  Ending  May  ist,  189: 


BUFFALO.    N.  Y. 

ThK  CorRIER    COMPANV.    PRINTERS. 
1892. 


OFFICERS   FOR   i«9i-i892. 


Presidenty  .... 
First  Vice-President^  . 
Second  Vice-President, 

Third  Vice-President^ 
Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 

Treasurer,    .... 


Mrs.  Abram  Altman, 
Mrs.  Arthitr  W.  Austin 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull, 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  George  Clinton, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 

*  Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  FiSKE, 
Mrs.  Richard  Flach, 

:tMrs.  F.  \\,  Goodyear, 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin, 

f  Mrs.    E.   P.   HOLLISTER, 

Mrs.  E.  P.  HussEY, 
Mrs.   H.  I).  lNt;RAHAM. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, 
X  Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 

M 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.  porter  NORTON. 
Mrs.  p.  H.  GRIFFIN. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 
Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 
Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 


Directors. 

f  Miss  Anna  M.  Letchvvorth, 
JMrs.  Emanuel  Levi, 
Mrs.  George  H.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 
Mrs.  James  Mooney, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
Mrs.  NoRRis  Morey, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  L.  S.  Oatman, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Riplky, 
I  Mrs.  James  A.  Rohkris, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  EllieJ.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Timt, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Townsfnd, 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wauk, 

Mrs.   B.   H.   WH.MAMS, 

rs.  Gkorgk  \Vin(;. 


Superintendent,  Mrs.  Joseph! nk  H.  Loomis. 
•  Deceased.  ■»  Resigned.  X  Elected  to  till  vacancy. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES.  18^1-1892. 


Finance. 


y-^  >i  A  :  \'- 

\I. 

Mr^. 

I».  S.  R. -si-N  \i . 

M->    A   -^v  a:..- 

'  '^.'». 

Mrs 

P.   H.  •..klFFIN. 

M:^    r.  H.  «.      : 

'.  h  \? , 

Mr< 

N'K.RI>  MOEFY. 

M-5     '.r.F.-.Er    M 

p  t. 

Mrs, 

JaMLs  a.   R..»BlJtTS, 

M--    :{.•♦.'•.    r.'    . 

.     .LI  , 

M'5 

FRANIi  BklM'AGE, 

Mr-. 

«;.  L.  -Kr.:    V. 

.N:r^ 

T    M.  M   .  !-£, 

Mrv 

F:.:  IK  T,  S:'Fs  \r; 

M^^. 

\.\\i¥.-  <.  1  ^:f. 

Mr- 

V.  H.  ',i::r:N, 

Mr^. 

E    K  H'-FV. 
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Social  Affairs. 

y.T".  L-  M    Kl.w    n.      .      .      .      Cz^if":  :h. 

Mrs.  \V.  B.  Klxyon. 
Mrs.  Tenmf  Y.  Stone, 

Mr*.  G.    HlNTtR  BXRTLETT, 

-Mrs.  A.  R,  Clarks^^n, 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss. 
Mrs.  John  Slote, 
Mrs.  J.  \V.  BKirM;M\N. 

Mrs.  K.  .M.  Aki'REY. 


Employment. 

Mrs.  RoiiEF.T  CouD.  .      .      Chairman. 

Mrs.  C  E.  I*R<»\v.N,         .      .      .        SfiTfiary. 

Mrs.  Cyrj  s  A,  Proliy.  Mr>.  A.  I>.  Sykes, 

Mrs.  (jEok'.e  WEiir*,  Mrs.  .\.  W.  Pi  ace, 

Mrs.  J.  D.  \Va«;.\er.  Mis>  Hattie  Lay, 

Mrs.  John  O'Brien,  Mrs.  m.  John  J.  Hill. 


Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. 


Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Williams, 


Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Andrew  Cant, 
Miss  Jennie  Roy, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, 
Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender, 
Mrs.  M.  B.  White, 


Chairman. 
Secretary. 

Miss  Emily  J.  Hawkins, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  JLetchworth, 
Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Mills, 
Miss  Adella  Fay. 


Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant,    .     Chairman. 

Secretary. 


Miss  Jennie  Roy, 

Miss  Elizabeth  Safford, 
Miss  Jennie  Stoneman, 
Miss  Kate  V.  Albro, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Freeman, 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Bradford, 


Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  C.  Weppner, 

Mrs.   W.   F.   WORTHIN(iTON, 

Dr.  Jessie  Shepard, 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Shakpe, 


Mrs.  August  Schneider. 


Educational. 


Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams, 
Miss  Ellen  Jarrett,    . 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Prosser, 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  GeoR(;e  Wing, 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Rice, 
Mrs.  Jeanette  M.  Maksh, 
Miss  Mary  Hoffman, 
Miss  Ada  Kenyon, 


Chairman. 
Secretary. 


Miss  Cornelia  Altman, 
Mrs.  M.  P.  Ha'ICII, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill. 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Munro, 
Miss  Helen  Horton, 
Miss  Charlotte  McMillan, 
Miss  Carollnk  M.  Veddkr, 
Miss  Adelaide  Grayhipil, 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Shuttlkworth, 


Miss  Anna  E.  E(;g lesion. 


Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict.   .     . 


Chair  man . 


Mrs.  James  Mooney. 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Straight, 
Mrs.  Chari.es  P.  Lyti.e, 
Mrs.  Tri'man  Stone, 
Mrs.  John  Driar, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  RrssELL, 
Mrs.  \V.  S.  TiKFT. 


Miss  M.  T.  Karnes, 
Miss  Belle  McGowan, 
Miss  Eliza  McGowan, 
Miss  Bessie  Codp, 
Miss  Anna  Felton, 
Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins. 
Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels, 


Miss  Mary  Wright. 


Protection. 

Mrs.  Chesier  Moore,        .      .     Chairman. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot,        .      .       Secretary. 
Mrs.  E.  C).  Cheney,  Mrs.  George  A,  Merchant, 

Mrs.  Lkonari)  Dodcje,  Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 

Mrs.  Chari  i:s  P.  Lyti.e,  Mrs.  Bknj.  H.  Williams. 

Mrs.  Lu.y  Lord  Tifft. 


Hon.  James  O.  Pitnam, 
Sknvard  a.  Simons, 
Portkr  Norton, 
Nathaniel  Rosen au, 
William  Ma( omhkr, 
Charles  P.  Norton, 
Frank  F.  Williams, 


COUNSELORS. 

Gen,  John  C.  Graves. 
George  T.  Wardwell, 
Hon.  Jacob  Stern, 
Walter  S.  Jenkins, 
Theodore  Wende, 
William  Palmer, 
Godfrey  Frohe, 
C.   L.  O'Connor. 


Domestic  Training. 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,    .      .     Chairmati. 
Mrs.  R.  V.  Pierce,  Mrs.  George  D.  Clinton, 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Bailey,  Mrs.  David  Gray, 


Mrs.  Lawrence  O.  Allen, 
Mrs.  William  S.  Allen, 
Mrs.  Edwin  A.  Bell. 


Miss  Mary  Caldwell, 

Miss  Helen  Baker, 

Mrs.  Robert  Hall  Williams. 


Membership. 


Mrs.  Gf.orgl  Winc;, 
Mrs,  W.  A.  Barrows, 


Chairman. 

Secretary. 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Leonard  Dodce, 
D.  J.  Stickney, 
C.  O.  Rano, 
Chester  Moore, 
H.  C.  Parsons. 
K.  Stinson. 
Laura  Sternberg, 
A.  T.  Kerr, 
Charles  Walker, 


Mrs.  A.  L.  Smith, 
Mrs.  John  Crawford, 
Mrs.  Millard  S.  Burns, 
Mrs.  Anna  Van  Orman, 
Mrs.  Harry  T.  Koch, 
Mrs.  Edgar  Birdsall, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Stevens, 
Miss  Sophia  Finkensteadt, 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Vedder. 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 

Mrs.  He.nry  C.  Fiske,    .     .      .      Chairman. 

Miss  Cornelia  Altman,  Miss  Charloite  Kirkover, 

Miss  Kate  V.  Albeo,  Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 

Miss  Carrie  Hazard,  Miss  Emma  LorisE  Treat, 

iMiss  Mary  C.  Hoyt,  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Walker, 

Miss  Anna  Maud  Hoxie,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington. 

Kitchen  Garden. 


Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull, 

Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Mrs.  William  Macomrer, 
Miss  Ada  Hadlky, 
Miss  Mary  Beals, 
Miss  H.attie  IC.  Selkirk, 
Mrs.  M.  p.  Hatch, 
Miss  Emily  Cohk, 
Miss  Grace  Tremaine, 


Chairvtan. 

Miss  CfEIhELMANN, 

Mrs.  Frank  Hetzel, 
Mrs.  .A LI-RED  Smith, 
Miss  >L\RY  Chirchvard, 
Miss  Blanche  Place, 
Miss  Kate  Drill, 
Miss  Ellen  Baker, 
Miss  Ediih  Eaton. 
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Cold  Spring  Branch. 

Miss  Susan  Simons,      .     .     Superintendent. 
Miss  Emma  Dinbar Assistant. 


Miss  Ada  Nichols, 
Miss  Frances  Newman, 


Miss  Marian  Greiner, 
Mrs.  Edward  A.  Eisele, 


Mrs.  Morris  Tanner. 


Reception. 

Mrs.  H.  D. 

In(;raham,  . 

.     .      Chairman. 

Miss  Hattie  Lay, 

Mrs. 

L.  A.  Mattice, 

Mrs.  C.  O.  Rano, 

Mrs. 

A.  R.  Clarkson, 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Plummer,  J 

R.                Mrs. 

Jennie  Stone. 

Miss  Kate  V.  Albro, 

Mrs. 

Joseph  Paul, 

Mrs.  Si'knckr  Bailey, 

Mrs. 

A.  Daoenais, 

Miss  LrcY  Chask, 

Mrs. 

W.  S.  Bull, 

Mrs.  J.  n.  Hill, 

Mrs. 

Louis  H.  Allen, 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Jones, 

Mrs. 

C.  F.  Adams. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  James, 

Mrs. 

James  M.  Drill, 

Miss  Jean  Howell, 

Mrs. 

H.  a.  Edwards, 

Miss  Mary  Williams, 

Miss 

Nancy  Warren, 

Mrs.  R.  Z.  Mason, 

Miss 

Jennie  H.  Knapp, 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 

Miss 

Margaretta  Horton 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels, 

Mrs. 

Hudson  H.  Parke, 

Mrs.  Maky  Adams. 

EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


ADDRESS   OF   THE    PRESIDENT, 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  held  May  io,  1892. 


It  seems  no  longer  important  on  Annual  Meeting  days 
to  define  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Women's  Educational 
and  Industrial  Union.  Its  beginnings,  its  life  for  the  past 
eight  years,  its  hopes  and  plans  are  widely  known.  Its 
methods  have  received  their  due  share  of  criticism,  but  it 
is  conceded  that  general  results  have  met  the  approval  of 
the  public.  The  Union  has,  without  doubt,  so  far  justified 
its  existence. 

In  May,  of  the  year  1887,  was  held  the  first  Annual 
Meeting  in  our  new  home,  and  we  rejoiced  in  the  posses- 
sion of  what  seemed  at  the  time  a  spacious  building  well 
fitted  to  the  needs  of  the  Association. 

The  suggestion  was  made  that  some  time  in  the  future  a 
hall  might  be  built  on  our  vacant  lot  and  stand  as  a  memo- 
rial gift  of  some  good  Buffalo  woman,  but  it  was  as  if  "  a 
dreamer  dropped  a  random  thought,"  and  that  the  realiza- 
tion was  afar  off. 

In  1889  was  celebrated  the  **  freedom  from  debt  "  festi- 
val, and  all  thought  of  the  future  was  lost  in  the  j(\v  of 
the  present. 
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The  Union  spirit  has  in  it  the  very  key-note  of  progress, 
and  with  the  growth  of  the  various  departments  came  the 
demand  for  more  room  and  for  a  larger  and  surer  income 
to  enable  the  Union  to  reach  out  in  broader  lines  to  edu- 
cate, elevate  and  protect  women.  A  hall  seemed  a  neces- 
sity, not  only  that  it  might  serve  to  better  provide  for  the 
educational  and  social  interests,  but  that  from  its  rental 
might  come  the  wherewithal  to  increase  the  scope  and 
value  of  the  work.  The  Domestic  Training  Department 
was  suffering,  children  were  turned  away  from  the  Kitchen 
(iarden,  the  Cooking  Classes  were  too  large  for  their 
quarters. 

The  Union,  once  freed  from  debt,  hesitated  to  assume 
new  financial  burdens.  Other  associations  and  charities 
were  making  constant  appeals  to  the  public.  What  action 
to  take  was  indeed  a  serious  question,  but  with  the  **  cour- 
age of  the  future  "  the  Directors  decided  to  consult  one  of 
Buffalo's  best  architects  and  found  at  once  a  most  enthusi- 
astic friend  and  able  adviser.  Mr.  Richard  A.  Waite 
offered  to  prepare  plans  for  the  new  building  and  for  such 
alterations  as  should  be  found  requisite  in  the  old  one. 
October,  1890,  the  first  sketch  was  ready  for  inspection, 
and  "the  Castle  in  Spain  "  began  to  materialize. 

In  May,  1891,  closed  the  seventh  year  of  the  Union's 
life,  a  year  of  great  encouragement.  So  much  practical 
work  had  been  accomplished  that  it  was  deemed  a  most 
fitting  time  to  make  public  appeal  for  memorial  gifts  to 
build  the  Hall  and  Domestic  Training  School. 

September  17,  1891,  will  ever  be  remembered  as  one  of 
the  '*  red  letter*'  days  in  our  Union's  history,  for  on  that 
day  was  received  from  Mrs.  Esther  A.  Olenny  the  promise 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  build  the  Union  Hall. 
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October  12th  came  the  welcome  gift  from  Mrs.  Charlotte 
A.  Watson  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  an  addition  for  the 
Domestic  Training  Department,  and  from  Mrs.  Porter 
Norton,  one  of  our  vice-presidents,  a  promise  of  the  in- 
terest on  five  thousand  dollars  for  three  years  to  assist 
in  sustaining  the  same.  To  these  noble  women  are  we 
indebted  not  only  for  their  generous  gifts  but  for  the  in- 
centive to  renewed  effort  in  behalf  of  the  cause.  The 
working  force  of  the  Union  rallied  at  once  and  subscrip- 
tions amounting  to  five  thousand  dollars  were  promised  as 
an  addition  to  the  building  fund. 

By  the  advice  of  our  architect  and  other  practical  busi- 
ness men  the  first  plan  to  adapt  the  old  building  to  the  new 
has  been  abandoned,  and  the  Union  has  decided  to  erect 
an  entirely  new  building,  with  the  exception  of  the  (rym- 
nasium,  which  is  in  good  order  and  well  adapted  to  all 
present  requirements. 

The  plans,  as  now  submitted,  show  a  beautiful  structure 
complete  in  every  detail.  If  our  hopes  are  realized  it  will 
stand  within  a  year  on  this  old  historic  square  an  honor  to 
our  city  and  to  all  who  helped  to  make  it  possible. 

As  no  debt  should  be  incurred  the  Union  must  have  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  its  friends,  (ienerous  donations 
of  money,  material  and  labor  will  be  required. 

The  memorial  gift  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the 
Woman's  Room  (of  which  much  has  been  said  and  writ- 
ten) has  not  been  received.  It  is  intended  that  the  room 
shall  serve  to  express,  as  far  as  possible,  the  achievements 
of  women  in  the  field  of  science,  literature  and  art  ;  that 
it  shall  prove  a  constant  source  of  inspiration  and  cultiva- 
tion to  the  women  of  our  citv. 
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It  is  believed  that  it  will  yet  be  given  either  as  a  thank- 
offering  from  some  favored  woman  for  the  opportunities 
she  enjoys,  denied  to  so  many  of  her  less  fortunate  sisters ; 
or  as  a  memorial  of  some  beloved  wife,  daughter  or  sister, 
whose  life  had  been  a  blessing  to  those  about  her.  One 
only  needs  to  be  familiar  with  the  broad  scope  of  our  work 
to  appreciate  the  influence  of  such  a  room  ;  it  would  '*  dis- 
till as  the  dew  and  blossom  as  the  rose."  We  know  of  no 
such  memorial  room  in  the  world. 

This  has  been  an  eventful  year  in  the  annals  of  our 
Association.  The  Union  has  been  privileged  to  demon- 
strate by  the  public  action  of  its  members  that  it  stands 
for  justice  and  protection  to  woman  in  whatever  difficulty 
or  peril  she  may  be  placed.  The  unkind  criticisms  of  those 
unable  to  appreciate  the  true  union  spirit  have  fallen  un- 
heeded ;  unconsciously,  perhaps,  our  protective  committee 
has  taken  for  its  motto  the  words  of  our  brave  Wendell 
Phillips,  who  said  :  '*  Ask  yourself  if  there  be  any  element 
of  right  and  wrong  in  a  question.  If  so,  take  your  part 
with  the  perfect  and  absolute  right,  and  trust  in  God  to 
see  that  it  shall  prove  expedient." 

As  our  new  City  Charter  made  provision  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  of  School  Examiners,  officers  of  this 
Union  waited  upon  Mayor  Bishop  to  request  that  a  woman 
be  appointed  on  such  Board.  \\'hile  admitting  that  his 
attention  had  not  previously  been  called  to  the  subject, 
the  Mayor  said  that  he  would  be  glad  to  give  it  serious 
and  if  possible  favorable  consideration.  The  support  o{ 
our  city  press  was  cheerfully  given  and  public  sentiment 
aroused  in  favor  of  the  just  measure.  The  result  is  well 
known  ;  a  woman  eminently  fitted  for  the  position — the 
first  choice  of  the  Union  from  its  band  of  earnest  workers 
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— is  now  serving  as  School  Examiner  and  giving  good 
satisfaction.  The  liberal  action  of  our  worthy  Mayor  is 
appreciated  and  most  heartily  commended.  We  believe 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  it  shall  be  the  rule,  and 
not  the  exception,  for  women  to  share  equally  with  men 
the  responsibility  of  service  on  educational  and  charitable 
boards. 

A  record  of  the  work  accomplished  in  our  various  de- 
partments will  be  faithfully  given.  As  the  summary  is 
presented  the  aggregate  may  seem  small  when  we  realize 
the  extent  of  the  field.  Work  for  humanity  means  so  much; 
with  Emerson  we  ask,  *'  Who  shall  set  a  limit  to  the  influ- 
ence of  a  human  being  ? "  and  are  comforted  with  the 
thought  that  even  one  life  made  stronger  and  better  for 
the  inevitable  struggle  with  daily  duty  is  ample  reward  for 
our  best  effort. 

Great  possibilities  lie  before  our  Union  in  the  coming 
year  ;  great  responsibilities  confront  its  Directors.  Cheer- 
fully we  contemplate  them,  upheld  by  the  belief  that  "in 
Ciod's  world,  for  those  who  are  in  earnest,  there  is  no 
failure.  No  work  truly  done,  no  word  earnestly  spoken, 
no  sacrifice  freely  made,  was  ever  made  in  vain." 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 

President, 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY 


It  sometimes  seems  to  the  officers  of  this  institution,  as 
they  make  out  their  reports  year  after  year,  that  there  is 
nothing  new  to  tell  ;  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
Buffalo  must  know  all  about  the  work  carried  on  here.  But 
when  we  hear  such  remarks  as  :  *'  The  Union  is  little  more 
than  a  woman's  club,"  and,  **  The  Women's  Union  is  one  of 
the  fancy  charities,"  whatever  that  may  mean,  it  shows  that 
there  are  still  a  few  in  this  great  city  who  understand  little 
of  what  has  been,  and  is  constantly,  accomplished  by  this 
band  of  hard-working  women.  I  say  hard-w*orking  advis- 
.edly,  for  will  anyone  think  for  a  moment  that  the  $7,000.00 
and  over  which  has  been  collected  by  the  Protective  Com- 
mittee, in  sums  ranging  from  twenty-five  cents  upwards,  dur- 
ing the  eight  years  of  the  Union's  existence,  could  have  been 
secured  without  hours  of  labor  ?  Could  any  form  of  charity 
be  more  practical  than  the  teaching  of  little  girls  how  to 
cook  and  to  care  for  their  homes,  or  the  finding  of  employ- 
ment for  between  2,000  and  3,000  women  ?  That  we  try 
to  mingle  the  social  side  of  life  with  our  work  I  will  not 
deny,  and  1  am  sure  our  informal  receptions,  at  which  onl}' 
coffee  and  sandwiches  are  served,  are  more  heartily  enjoyed 
than  two-thirds  of  the  receptions  given  in  Buffalo  at  which 
hundreds  of  dollars  are  spenf  for  decorations  and  refresh- 
ments. 

For  the  second  time  death  has  taken  one  of  our  active 
Directors.     Mrs.  Alice  A.  Cooke  died  Oct.  25,  1891.     She 


was  a  member  of  the  Board  for  over  three  years,  and, 
although  during  the  last  year  unable  to  take  an  active  part 
in  our  labors,  she  never  lost  interest  in  the  Union,  and  often 
sent  messages  of  love  and  encouragement  to  her  associates. 
She  endeared  herself  to  us  all,  and  will  ever  be  held  in 
loving  remembrance  by  those  who  were  privileged  to 
know  her. 

Two  others  to  whom  the  Secretary  desires  to  pay  a  loving 
tribute  are  Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbun  and  Mrs.  Emmet  Austin, 
who,  although  at  the  time  of  their  death  not  members  of 
our  Board,  had  served  faithfully  as  Directors  for  three  years. 
The  former,  whose  sad  death  occurred  Sept.  22,  1891,  was 
an  efficient  member  as  well  of  the  Literary  and  Musical, 
and  Domestic  Training  committees,  and  ever  had  the  interest 
of  the  Union  at  heart.  In  the  death  of  Mrs.  Emmet  Austin, 
which  occurred  April  27,  1892,  the  Union  has  lost  one  of 
its  earliest  members  and  warmest  supporters.  Her  whole 
life  was  given  in  service  to  others,  and  we  who  knew  and 
loved  her  feel  that  she  received  the  :  "  Well  done,  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant  ^  *  *  *  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord." 

There  have  been  twelve  regular  and  two  special  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  which  the  average  attend- 
ance was  i8| — an  increase  over  previous  years. 

The  books  show  a  record  of  836  members,  and  the  num- 
ber of  registered  visitors  is.  237. 

At  the  annual  election  held  May  5th,  nine  of  the  twelve 
Directors  whose  terms  then  expired  were  re-elected,  the 
three  new  Directors  chosen  being  Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Mrs.  George  Howard  Lewis  and  Mrs.  George  Wing. 
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At  a  special  meeting,  held  May  i  ith,  the  following  officers 
were  elected  : 

President — Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 
First  Vice-President — Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams. 
Second  Vice-President — Mrs.  Porter  Norton. 
Third  Vice-President— Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin. 
Recording  Secretary — Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard. 
Corresponding  Secretary — Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin. 
Treasurer — Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill. 

During  the  year  the  resignations  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hollister 
and  Miss  Anna  M.  Letchworth  were  received,  and  their 
places  were  filled  by  the  election  of  Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi  and 
Mrs.  Frank  H.  Goodyear  respectively.  Mrs.  Charles  La«itz 
and  Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts  were  chosen  to  take  the  posi- 
tions left  vacant  by  the  deaths  of  Mrs.  Daniel  O'Day  and 
Mrs.  Alice  .\.  Cooke. 

The  many  and  difficult  duties  of  the  Superintendent  have 
been  faithfully  performed  by  Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis  as 
heretofore. 

Steadily  the  work  of  the  Union  is  growing  in  each  of  its 
many  departments,  and  we  not  only  look  back  with  satis- 
faction to  what  has  already  been  effected,  but  forward  to 
better  results  from  the  increased  facilities  which  a  new 
building  will  afford. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELTJP:  J.  SHKPARD, 

Recording  Secretary, 


REPORT   OF   THE   TREASURER. 


WOMEN'S    EDUCATIONAL   AND    INDUSTRIAL    UNION 

IN    ACCOUNT    WITH 

JENNIE    RUMRILL,    Treasurer. 
General  Fund, — AWti/>/s. 


May  I,  1891. 

By  Cash  on  hand 

|59'-12 

May  I,  1892. 

By  Annual  Membership,    . 

1761.00 

Sustaining  Membership, 

600.00 

Cash  Donations, 

12.00 

Rent  of  Studios, 

385.00 

Interest, 

12.71 

••  Ripley  Book  Fund." 

3.30 

Library  Committee, 

1.30 

Protection  Committee, 

39.65 

Employment  Committee. 

.     1. 00 

Educational  Committee, 

310.59 

Domestic  Training  Committee, 

180.34 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Commit te 

e,       .          500.73 

2,807.62 
sf=3.39">-74 

Art  Fund. 

May  I,  1S92. 

In  Treasury,     ..... 

131.98 

Piano  F'und. 

May  I.  1892. 

In  Treasury.    . 

*SS.i5 

May  I,  1892. 
In  Treasury,     . 

May  I,  1892. 
In  Treasury,    . 

May  I.  1892. 
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Building  Fund. 

Permanent  Fund. 
General  F  u  n  d  . — Expenditures . 


$13,904.25 


fSoo.oo 


To   Printing,    Advertising,    Postage,    Stationer)' 

, 

Bills  for  Work,  etc 

$509.40 

Superintendent's  Salary, 

452.00 

Janitor's  Salary, 

440.00 

Buffalo  Gas  Company, 

88. 42 

Insurance. 

38.00 

Water, 

12.32 

Ix>cal  Taxes, 

7.6s 

Library  Committee,    . 

43.55 

Protection  Committee, 

78.77 

Employment  Committee, 

1.40 

Educational  Committee, 

432.23 

Social  Affairs  Committee, 

41.01 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee. 

15.63 

Domestic  Training  Committee,     . 

222.70 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee, 

44.41 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee, 

809.38 

3,236.8; 

May  I,  1892,  Cash  on  hand 

» 

161.87 

Examined  and  approved  : 


HARRIET  A.  TOWXSEND.  ) 


ANNIE   L.   BLISS, 


te.398.74 


-^  uditors. 


COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 


The  Finance  Committee,  in  response  to  its  solicitations, 
has  received  all  the  fuel  needed  for  the  year. 

Thirty-eight  tons  of  coal,  oil,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in 
money  have  been  generously  given  by  the  coal  dealers,  a 
member  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  other  friends  of 
the  Union.  At  the  request  of  the  donors  we  do  not  publish 
names  or  amounts,  but  a  detailed  list  is  kept  by  the  Super- 
intendent. 

The  events  of  the  year  in  financial  matters  were  the  gift 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  received  from  Mrs.  Esther  A.  Glenny, 
September  17,  1891,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  Watson, 
October  12,  1891,  for  five  thousand  dollars. 

Mrs.  Porter  Norton  has  made  promise  of  the  interest  of 
five  thousand  dollars  for  three  years,  to  assist  in  sustaining 
the  Domestic  Training  School.  Such  gifts  as  these  show 
the  appreciation  which  the  work  of  the  Union  has  received 
from  noble  women. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  many  subscriptions  to 
the  building  fund. 

The  cash  donations  to  general  fund  are  somewhat  less 
than  usual.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  many  con- 
tributions to  the  building  fund. 

The  Union  rejoices  in  its  freedom  from  debt,  and  its 
bright  outlook  for  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted 

.\NNIE    L.    BLISS, 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE   ON    SOCIAL   AFFAIRS. 


The  Annual  Fall  Reception  was  held  October  12th,  with 
a  very  large  attendance.  Refreshments  were  served  from 
5  to  8  p.   M. 

November  5th  the  Union  gave  a  reception  to  Miss  Bal- 
garnie,  of  London,  England,  after  her  very  interesting  talk 
on  English  women. 

April  1 8th  a  reception  was  given  to  the  Working  Girls' 
Polytechnic  Institute.  After  a  short  program  of  music 
and  reading,  refreshments  were  served,  followed  by  danc- 
ing in  the  Gymnasium,  and  all  seemed  to  enjoy  a  pleasant 
evening. 

On  election  day  the  usual  lunch  was  served  from  12  m. 
to  7  p.  M.  This  ended  the  services  of  this  Committee  for 
the  current  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DkKTIE  e.  kenvon, 
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COMMITTEE   ON    EMPLOYMENT. 


This  branch  of  work  steadily  increases.  Hundreds  yearly 
apply  to  us  for  employment,  and  no  case  is  unheeded  ;  we 
endeavor  to  relieve,  encourage  and  assist  all. 

The  number  of  fraudulent  firms  is  increasing.  We  have 
a  list,  furnished  by  the  Boston  Union,  and  add  to  it,  as  we 
investigate,  and  they  kindly  give  us  information  from  time 
time  ;  by  this  means  frauds  are  prevented,  and  many  women 
saved  from  the  snare  of  "  Pleasant  work  at  home,  by  which 
you  can  make  $10.00  per  week.  On  receipt  of  $2.00  direc- 
tions sent  to  any  address." 

Applications  from  surrounding  towns  for  persons  to  fill 
positions  of  trust,  are  more  numerous  than  any  preceding 
year. 

Applicants  must  furnish  references.  These  require  inves- 
tigation, and  as  far  as  possible  personal  inquiry  is  made. 

The  Mending  Department  has  done  but  little,  to  furnish 
work,  for  the  needle-woman.  It  is  cheaper  to  buy  new  gar- 
ments than  to  mend  the  old. 

Applications  for  work,  892.  Employment  has  been 
secured  for  837. 

The  Employment  Bureau  finds  positions  for  bookkeep- 
ers, stenographers,  telegraphers,copyists,  clerks,  governesses, 
matrons,  nurses,  housekeepers,  seamstresses,  dressmakers 
and  laundresses. 

Circulars  describing  our  work  are  distributed  from  the 
office,  and  have  also  been  placed  in  the  street  cars  and 
other  prominent  places. 
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In  February  one  family  of  six  persons  was  found  desti- 
tute, with  no  outlook  but  the  poorhouse.  The  husband  was 
ill ;  they  were  assisted,*and  when  the  man  was  able  to  work, 
employment  found  for  him,  and  they  are  now  self-supporting. 

Another  case  where  a  family  of  five  persons  was  in  des- 
titute condition,  our  ladies  were  able  to  get  work  for  the 
mother  two  days  in  the  week.  All  are  now  doing  well.  This 
proves  that  a  little  help,  given  at  the  right  time,  can  accom- 
plish much  good. 

The  Committee  was  glad  to  co-operate  with  the  Philan- 
thropic Department  in  this  way. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.   J.    CODD, 

Chtitrman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 


Never  since  the  establishment  of  the  Domestic  Training 
Department  have  the  results  of  honest,  persistent  effort, 
on  the  part  of  the  committee,  been  so  apparent  as  now. 

The  progressive  spirit  of  the  younger  members  of 
society  was  shown  by  the  members  of  the  graduating  class 
of  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  in  their  application  for  private 
lessons  in  cooking. 

Arrangements  were  speedily  made,  and  in  October  twelve 
young  ladies,  equipped  with  writing-pad  and  pencil,  took 
possession  of  the  kitchen,  and  for  ten  consecutive  weeks 
placed  theniselves  under  the  skillful  instruction  of  Miss 
VVadsworth  and  Miss  Caldwell. 
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Their  regularity  of  attendance  proved  their  interest,  and 
a  delicious  luncheon  of  fourteen  courses,  prepared  entirely 
by  this  progressive  coterie,  exemplified  most  practically 
the  value  of  their  instruction. 

The  approaching  marriage  of  Miss  Wadsworth  deprived 
us  of  her  faithful  and  efficient  assistance,  and  Miss  Cald- 
well was  left  to  take  charge  of  the  paying  classes  unaided. 

The  paying  cooking  class  opened  its  first  course  January 
5th.  In  all  forty-five  names  were  enrolled  on  the  books. 
Eight  season  tickets  were  sold,  but  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
regular  attendants  was  not  substantial  enough  to  supply 
the  financial  demand  to  carry  on  the  class,  and  the  first 
class  closed  without  paying  expenses. 

It  was  left  to  the  second  course  to  retrieve  the  financial 
embarrassment  of  this  department.  This  time  the  public 
responded  so  generously  to  our  advertisements,  that  the 
names  of  seventy-four  women  were  registered  during  the 
term. 

We  take  pleasure  in  announcing  that  all  the  expenses 
of  the  season,  including  *the  paying  classes  and  the  free 
department,  were  cancelled  by  the  receipts  of  the  paying 
courses.  We  are  proud  to  make  this  statement,  since  it  is 
the  first  year  in  the  history  of  the  Union  that  this  depart- 
ment has  been  self-supporting. 

No  more  attractive  place  could  be  found  in  the  entire 
building  than  that  presented  by  the  kitchen,  as  viewed 
Saturday  mornings  with  its  group  of  bright-faced,  earnest 
children  seeking  instruction  in  the  culinary  art. 

There  were  bright  ones  and  dull  ones,  good  ones  and 
bad  ones ;  girls  who  came  for  the  fun  of  it,  and  girls  who 
came  with  the  serious  intention  of  learning  how  to  cook. 
All   were  treated  alike,  and  all  were  first  taught  how  to 
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behave  with  propriety.  Thirty-four  names  were  registered, 
and  after  a  few  weeks  the  earnest  ones  were  found  to  be 
the  sole  possessors  of  the  realm. 

The  dignity  of  household  labor,  when  taught  by  ladies 
of  refinement  and  culture,  not  afraid  of  putting  their  own 
hands  to  the  making  of  bread  and  the  preparation  of 
breakfast,  dinner  and  supper  dishes,  carried  more  weight 
than  thousands  of  theories  without  practical  demonstration, 
and  the  reward  came  with  the  announcement  of  the  desire 
of  some  of  the  little  girls  to  secure  situations  at  the  close 
of  the  school  year. 

The  first  request  came  from  a  frail-looking,  but  really 
sturdy  child  of  thirteen  summers,  and  before  the  season 
closed,  five  or  six  had  made  a  similar  application.  The 
first  little  girl  is  now  happily  at  work. 

As  heretofore  the  lessons  in  the  free  class  were  divided 
into  four  courses  of  five  lessons  each.  The  first  were 
devoted  to  the  preparation  of  breakfast  dishes,  the  second 
to  luncheon  dishes,  the  third  to  ones  suitable  for  dinner, 
and  the  last  to  viands  appropriate  for  supper. 

The  last  lesson  in  each  course  was  one  of  practice,  and 
either  a  breakfast,  a  dinner  or  a  luncheon  was  prepared 
and  served  to  eight  people  entirely  by  the  children.  These 
practice  days  were  always  looked  forward  to  with  eager 
anticipations  by  the  children,  and  the  experience  will  be  of 
lasting  value  to  them. 

This  .season  closed  with  unusual  ceremonies,  all  the 
Directors  being  invited  to  partake  of  luncheon.  To  cater 
for  thirty-six  people  was  no  small  task  for  the  young  cooks, 
and  they  came  the  afternoon  before  the  day  appointed  to 
make  bread,  cake,  jellies,  and  bouillion,  and  prepare  the 
chicken   for  creaming.      Their   efforts    Saturday    morning 
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were  untiring,  and  they  deserved  the  praise  they  received 
for  the  palatable  luncheon. 

The  lessons  in  the  free  course  were  taught  by  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Bailey,  Mrs.  George  Clinton,  Mrs.  David  Gray,  Mrs.  R. 
V.  Pierce,  Miss  Caldwell,  Miss  Helen  Baker  and  Miss 
Hattie  Caldwell. 

This  department  of  work  appeals  to  many  who  are  not 
personally  identified  with  the  Union,  and  our  financial 
success  is  due  partly  to  the  co-operation  of  outside  friends. 

We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  Erie  Preserving  Co., 
Williams,  Faxon  &  Williams,  Sidney  Shepard  &  Co.,  Mrs. 
A.  R.  James,  Mrs.  Seth  Caldwell,  Valentine  Bros.,  W.  S. 
Millring  and  Mr.  Fellows,  for  substantial  donations  of 
groceries,  meats,  cream  and  cooking  utensils,  and  to  Miss 
Bessie  Bird  and  Mr.  W.  BuUard  for  donations  of  money. 
We  extend  hearty  thanks  and  deepest  appreciation  to  them 
for  their  assistance. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sum  of  $46.92  was  paid  from 
the  general  fund,  after  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  our 
financial  report  will  not  agree  with  that  of  the  Treasurer. 

Our  receipts  for  the  season  of  1891-92  were,   .      .   J|5iSo.34 
Expenses, 1 74  ■  ^>9 

Cash  on  hand '^5 -^^5 

Three  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents  of  this  was  received 
from  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the  children  in  the 
free  class.  Respectfully  submitted, 

IIATTIE    CALDWELL, 

C  liairniiift. 


COMMITTEE  ON   HYGIENE   AND  PHYSICAL 
CULTURE. 


In  planning  the  Winter's  lectures  given  under  the  aus- 
pices of  this  Committee  something  new  was  desired,  and  a 
course  of  four  demonstrated  lectures  on  **Home  Nursing" 
was  therefore  arranged  and  given  in  our  Gymnasium.  This 
is  the  first  course  of  the  kind  ever  given  outside  a  hospital 
or  training  school  and  attracted  much  more  than  local 
notice. 

These  lectures  were  given  by  the  superintendents  of 
nurses  from  the  different  hospitals  and  note-books  con- 
taining a  complete  ^yllabus  for  each  lecture  were  provided 
by  the  committee./  The  use  of  a  bed  was  kindly  donated 
by  the  Buffalo  Folding  Bed  Company,  and  having  found  a 
woman  who  was  willing  to  assume  the  role  of  patient  the 
care  of  an  invalid  was  practically  demonstrated.  The 
changing  of  the  bed  and  clothing,  the  giving  of  baths, 
making  and  appb'ing  of  poultices,  cooking  for  the  sick, 
etc.,  etc.,  were  performed  in  so  deft  a  manner,  and  with 
such  clear  explanations  of  what  was  being  done,  that  the 
course  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  ever  given  in 
this  department. 

Dr.  Sarah  Morris,  who  has  done  much  for  this  committee, 
and  whose  lectures  for  girls  are  always  enthusiastically 
received,  gave  another  course  of  lectures  to  young  women. 
These  were  practical  talks  on  hygienic  subjects,  followed 
by  questions  on  topics  suggested.  The  lecture-room  was 
crowded,  and  the  interest  manifested  was  so  great  that  Dr. 
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Morris  was  requested  to  repeat  them,  but  it  was  thought 
better  to  postpone  repetition  until  next  year. 

This  committee  takes  special  pride  in  the  work  done  in 
the  Gymnasium.  This  work,  while  not  bringing  so  large 
financial  returns  as  could  be  desired,  has  brought  that  for 
which  it  is  designed — gains  in  health  and  strength  to  the 
pupils.  Two  special  features  to  which  I  should  again  like 
to  call  attention  is  that  the  pupils  are  not  trained  in  a  mass, 
neither  does  our  system  aim  to  make  gymnasts.  Each 
pupil  receives  individual  attention,  and  is  given  such  work 
as  is  best  adapted  to  equalize  the  body  and  eradicate  one- 
sided development.  In  the  examinations  taken  in  the 
Gymnasium  from  year  to  year  no  one  pupil  has  been  found 
to  have  both  sides  of  the  body  equally  developed. 

You  may  be  tired  of  hearing  year  after  year  of  the  lists 
of  gains  in  this  direction,  but  can  you  wonder  that  one  is 
proud  of  such  gains  as  the  following  : 

Gains. 

Chest,  99  to  loo lo  per  cent. 

Back.  1 6  to  25 56 

Legs,  21  to  30 38 

Right  arm,  7.5  to  8 6         " 

Left  arm,  6.5  to  8 23         '* 

The  gain  of  the  left  hand,  twenty-three  per  cent.,  while 
the  right  hand  gained  only  six  and  two-thirds  per  cent., 
making  them  now  rccn  where  the  left  was  weaker,  so 
greatly  reducing  the  girl's  chances  of  growing  one-sided 
as  to  hips,  shoulders  and  spine. 

The  forms  of  exercise  have  been  varied,  as  usual,  from 
year  to  year.  Dr.  Foster  keeps  in  touch  with  all  the  latest 
developments  in  the  way  of  physical  culture  and  takes  the 
best  from  each  system.     This  season  we  have  used  music 
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more  than  formerly.  No  more  graceful  exercise  has  ap- 
peared than  the  pretty  swaying  poses  of  the  hoop  move- 
ments, while  the  children  have  been  pleased  with  the  merry 
jingle  of  the  "  musical  dumb-bells,"  a  new  invention  by  a 
woman. 

Another  interesting  novelty  has  been  the  "  skirt  class," 
to  which  those  women  busy  during  the  day  might  come  in 
loose  gowns  and  take  exercise  without  the  changing  to  the 
regular  gymnasium  suit.  This  class  has  proved  an  excel- 
lent witness  to  the  greater  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
divided  skirt,  for  in  a  few  weeks,  without  anything  being 
said,  each  and  every  member  of  the  class  had  prepared  a 
gymnasium  suit,  and  skirts  had  been  voluntarily  aban- 
doned. This  class  are  enthusiastic,  and  one  of  them  said, 
*'I  never  had  so  much  genuine  fun  in  my  life.  You  may 
count  me  as  a  life  member."  Another  who  came  weak  and 
nervous  eight  weeks  ago  cannot  say  enough  for  the  Gym- 
nasium and  the  benefit  she  has  received. 

A  Lenten  course  of  *'Action  Talks/'  with  the  title 
*'(iymnastics  in  Street  Dress,  or  Physical  Culture  from 
Ten  Points  of  View,"  was  given.  Twice  a  week  the  ladies 
gathered  in  street  dress  to  hear  how  different  parts  of  the 
body  were  benefited  by  exercise  and  to  see  and  try  each 
day  the  movements  that  would  help  the  special  function 
discussed.  As  a  sort  of  introduction  to  the.se  talks,  Dr. 
Roswell  Park  gave  a  lecture  March  7th  to  a  crov/ded 
audience  of  ladies  on  **  The  Necessity  of  Systematic  Ex- 
ercise for  Women."  He  said,  among  other  good  things,  that 
**  there  is  physical  redemjnion  for  many  people — there  is 
salvation  from  the  }^rave  for  many  can  they  be  roused  to 
the  value  of  physical  culture.  The  kind  of  culture  of 
which   I  am  speaking  is  not  won  in  a  da\%  a  week,  or  a 
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month."  He  said,  "  food,  sleep  and  exercise  are  three  daily 
needs,  and  like  breathing  and  eating  must  be  kept  going. 
The  three  requisitions  are  :  Adequate  instruction  ;  per- 
sistence in  following  it ;  a  sensible  dress  for  such  exercise. 
There  is  little  hope  for  a  woman  in  a  physical  way  whose 
shoes  won't  permit  it.'* 

To  conclude,  though  we  should  like  the  entire  lecture 
incorporated  in  this  report  and  read  by  every  woman  in 
Buffalo,  that  "ideas  come  from  blood-supply,  and  that  a 
brain  cannot  work  without  the  body's  help,  and  while  some 
may  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  certain  brain-workers 
are  healthy  and  do  not  take  exercise,  that  they  might  be 
perfect  marvels  if  they  took  exercise." 

The  Action  Talks  in  the  weeks  following  this  lecture 
were  well  attended  and  hereafter  will  be  a  part  of  our 
Gymnasium  work.  The  class  were  delighted  with  the 
practical  talks  by  Dr.  Foster  preceding  the  exercises,  and 
having  heard  the  **  reason  why  '^  learned  the  exercises  and 
faithfully  practiced  them  at  home  in  a  free  dress,  and 
physical  benefit  as  well  as  better  understanding  of  princi- 
ples resulted  from  these  morning  sessions.  Dr.  Park  also 
added  to  the  interest  of  these  lectures  by  giving  a  talk  to 
the  class  and  commending  special  exercises  for  special 
deficiencies. 

It  is  now  six  years  since  Buffalo  was  asked  by  the 
Women's  Union  to  come  forward  into  the  front  rank  with 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  other  cities  in  the 
department  of  the  new  gospel  of  preventive  medicine — 
not  only  ^et  well  but  keep  well — for  while  gymnasium  work 
had  been  long  recognized  as  a  necessity  for  men,  it  is 
only  about  ten  years  since  any  emphasis  had  been  given 
to  woman's  part  in  it. 
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Buffalo  now  offers  light  exercise  for  children  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  private  gymnasiums  in  two  private  schools, 
innumerable  private  classes,  in  special  departments,  and 
for  all  ages,  and  specimens  of  all  systems  of  work  applied 
on  rational  principles  here  in  our  own  Gymnasium,  and  the 
Women's  Union  points  with  modest  pride  to  the  fact  that 
"we  began  it  all.'* 

Have  I  time  to  say  a  word  of  that  grand  meeting  in 
Philadelphia  last  month  at  which  were  gathered  teachers, 
doctors  and  college  professors  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try to  discuss  the  question  of  physical  culture,  with  one 
whole  day  given  up  to  the  discussion  of  the  question, 
"Which  System  is  Best?" 

We  can  all  sympathize  with  Dr.  Foster  in  the  pleasure 
she  felt  in  returning  to  her  own  field  of  labor  in  the  assur- 
ance that  our  method  was  the  right  one,  and  that  the 
**  sense  of  the  meeting  "  had  gone  along  the  lines  that  we 
are  already  following,  choosing  them  as  the  best. 

Two  open  class  drills  have  been  given  in  the  gymnasium 
at  which  the  usual  delight  was  expressed  by  parents  and 
physicians  at  the  systematic  work  and  the  gains  of  the 
pupils. 

SUBJECTS  AND  SPEAKERS. 

Demonstrated   Lectures  on    Home  Nursing. 

November  i6 — General  Hygiene  of  the  Sick  Room. 

Miss  Frances  Cole,  Supt.  of  the  Wilcox  Private  Hospital. 
November  23 — Bathing,  Douches,  Poultices,  etc. 

Miss  Margaret  E.  Frances,  formerly  Supt.  of  General  Hospital. 
November  30 — Diet  for  the  Sick. 

Miss  Mary  Ada  Hutchinson,  Supt.  Homeopathic  Hospital. 
December  7 — Care  of  Nervous  Patients  at  Home. 

Dr.  Eleanor  McAllister,  Buffalo  State  Hospital. 
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Lectures  to  Young  AVojmen  by  Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris. 
February  ii  and  i8 — Talks  on  the  Skeleton  and  Manikin. 
February  25  and  March  3 — Questions  by  the  audience  an  any  topic  con- 
nected with  human  life  answered,  includ- 
ing   Physical    Health,    Moral    Principle, 
Mental    Condition,    Love   and    Marriage. 
March  7 — Necessity  of  Systematic  Physical  Exercise  for  Women. 
Dr.  Roswell  Park. 

Physical  Culture  Talks, 
With  Gymnastics  in  Street  Dress  for  Ladies.      Ten  Min- 
ute Talks  with  Illustrations,  followed  by  Exercise  requiring 
only  removal  of  wraps. 

No.     I.     March    8 — Natural    Systems — English,    German,    Swedish, 
French,    American. 
March  II — Digestion  and  Indigestion. 
March  15 — Respiration — Carriage,    Consumption,    Prevention 

vs.  Cure. 
March  18 — Circulation — Heart  valves  and  danger  of  strain. 
March  22— Nerves — "Americanitis,"  and  how  to  avoid  it. 
March  25 — Bones — Does  exercise  affect  them. 
March  29 — Muscles — Not  an  end  but  a  means. 
April      I — Joints — Make-up  and  limitations. 
April      5 — Deformity — What  can  be  cured. 
April      8 — Grace — "  The  outward  and  visible  sign." 

The  financial  statement  of  this  committee  is  as  follows  T 
By  balance  paid  into  the  General  Fund  to  May  i.  1891,  ^345. 33 

Receipts  from  Gymnasium,  Lectures,  etc.,  .  .  500.73 

$854^06 

Expenses, $809^38 

Gains  to  May  i,  1892 $44.68 

The  committee  desire  to  extend  their  sincere  thanks  to 
all  who  have  assisted  in  this  branch  of  the  Union  work. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  FLINT  WADE. 
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COMMITTEE   ON    PHILANTHROPY. 


The  work  of  the  Philanthropic  Committee  has  been  as 
iiMial  of  a  varied  character ;  giving  the  cup  of  water,  the 
word  of  advice,  or  the  more  substantial  aid  that  has  been 
needed  by  the  greater  number  of  the  applicants. 

During  the  year  we  have  extended  aid  to  thirty- four  fami- 
lies, agregating  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  ;  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  articles  of  clothing  were  distributed.  Five 
persons  were  sent  to  the  different  hospitals,  and  were  greatly 
benefited  by  the  treatment  received  ;  a  ticket  was  procured 
to  send  one  poor  idiot  to  the  asylum  for  feeble-minded 
children  at  Syracuse,  and  another  child  was  sent  to  the 
Buff  ah)  Orphan  Asylum. 

hurniture,  carpets  and  stoves  were  given  to  two  different 
women,  thus  enabling  them  to  make  for  themselves  little 
homes.  We  have  to  thank  the  District  Nurses  Association 
for  co-operation  in  attending  the  sick,  in  one  instance 
another  nurse  was  hired  to  be  in  constant  attendance  upon 
a  sick  woman  and  child.  Several  railway  tickets  were  pro- 
cured for  women  who  needed  to  reach  far-away  cities,  who 
but  for  our  aid  could  not  have  reached  their  destination.  I 
Valuable  donations  of  clothing  were  received,  and  forty-  ' 
seven  d(;llars  and  seventy-five  cents  was  given  by  charitable 
persons  to  be  applied  in  special  cases. 

In  our  new  home,  we  hope  most  earnestly  to  be  able  to 
carry  on  an  extended  work,  that  will  be  of  benefit  to  many 
who  are  in  trouble  and  distress.  **In  the  warp  and  woof  of 
life,  there  runs  a  thread  of  gold  that  glitters  fair,  and  some- 
times in  the  pattern  shows  most  sweet,  where  there  are 
sombre  colors."  Respectfully  submitted, 

SELIXA   S.    MERCHANT. 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    EDUCATION. 


When,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Educational 
Committee  took  stock  of  its  work  and  workers,  it  discovered 
that,  of  the  band  of  faithful  teachers  who  began  with  us 
seven  years  ago,  not  one  remained.  One  by  one,  through 
the  inevitable  changes  of  life,  they  had  dropped  out  of  the 
ranks  and  their  places  had  been  filled  by  others,  until  in 
October  last  the  sole  survivor  found  herself  obliged  to  give 
up  the  work  she  much  loved.  It  is  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that  others  have  been  found  who  could  take  up  the 
work  and  carry  it  on  in  the  excellent  and  thorough  manner 
of  their  predecessors. 

Madame  Bachimont  has  had  charge  of  the  classes  in 
French,  Miss  Grace  Caldwell  of  drawing,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Blossom  of  stenography,  Miss  May  Cottrell  of  bookkeeping, 
Mrs.  Burslem  of  dressmaking,  Miss  Katheryn  Reynolds  of 
penmanship  and  reading.  Miss  Mary  F.  Baker  of  arithmetic 
and  Miss  Blanche  Bunce  of  typewriting.  Of  these  classes 
four  have  been  free  to  members  of  the  Union,  and  for  the 
remaining  five  a  small  fee  of  ten  cents  per  lesson  has  been 
charged.  The  regular  work  began  November  2d  and  closed 
April  30th.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  attending  is  142. 
In  the  dressmaking  classes  the  Markley  Dressmaking  Sys- 
tem was  introduced  with  excellent  results. 

Six  free  Coteries  and  three  paid  lectures  have  been  pro- 
vided during  the  season.  On  November  9th  Rev.  Henry 
Adams  spoke  on  '*  Afterwork."  Papers  were  read  by  Mrs. 
E.  R.  Rice  on  *'  Laws  Affecting  the  Rights  and  Property  of 
Women,"  December  2  ist  ;  by  Miss  Alice  Hedstrom  on  "  The 
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l)evelopment  of  the  National  Resources  under  Monroe  and 
Jefferson,"  January  4th,  and  by  Prof.  Henry  D.  Emerson 
on  "Walt  AVhitman,"  February  1st.  On  March  21st  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Bruce,  of  Boston,  spoke  on  **  Moral  Education,"  and 
April  4th  Mrs.  Julia  F.  Snow  read  a  paper  on  the  **  Expres- 
sion of  Houses." 

In  November  Miss  Florence  Balgarnie,  of  London,  Eng- 
land, was  with  us,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  and  the 
evening  of  the  6th,  before  audiences  interested  in  knowmg 
what  our  sisters  are  doing  in  the  Mother  Country,  spoke  of 
**  Women  in  Public  Life"  and  '*  The  Modern  Factory  Ciirl." 

On  the  evening  of  March  2 2d  Rev,  Thomas  R.  Slicer 
gave  a  charming  "  Sketch  of  Shelley  the  Poet."  The  thanks 
of  the  Committee  are  due  to  the  friends  who  have  kindly 
assisted  us  in  this  branch  of  our  work. 

The  Educational  Committee  has  held  out  a  welcoming 
hand  to  the  Girls'  Polytechnic  Institute,  the  members  of 
which  have  been  invited  to  accept  the  privileges  of  our  free 
classes,  and  the  use  of  our  rooms  for  classes  organized 
among  themselves. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Perrin  has  again  renewed  his  generous  gift  of 
a  free  scholarship  in  the  College  of  Commerce. 

The  financial  report  of  the  year  is  as  follows: 
Receipts  from  classes  and   lectures,  $310.59.     Expenses 
for  payment  of  teachers,  lecturers,  advertising,  etc.,  §432.23. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE    STONEMAN    WILLI.WIS. 

ChiXi'rman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    PROTECTION. 


Our  records  this  year  shows  124  complaints  as  compared 
with  184  last  year.  This  branch  of  the  Union  work  is  like 
the  record  of  vital  statistics,  we  measure  our  good  fortune 
by  the  decrease  of  cases. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  the  condition  of  the  woman 
wage-earner,  in  Buffalo,  has  improved  even  during  the 
past  two  years,  and  this  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  her 
employer  has  been  made  to  understand  that  she  is  a  party 
to  a  business  contract  only  and  subject  to  the  same  laws 
that  govern  men.  This  very  naturally  elicits  unfavorable 
criticism  in  some  quarters. 

There  are  men  and  women  who  resent  any  inquiry,  no 
matter  how  courteously  it  is  made,  concerning  the  difficulty 
or  the  misunderstanding  as  to  wages  that  may  arise  between 
them  and  their  servant,  assuming,  as  the  hereditary  right  of 
the  privileged  class,  the  power  to  adjust  all  differences. 

It  is  not  expected,  however,  to  transform  society  as  by 
a  magic  bath,  but  that  long  years  of  patient  and  dis- 
appointing labor  must  pass  before  the  marks  that  have 
been  imprinted  by  centuries  of  wrong-doing  and  misrule 
have  been  effaced. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  tnc  Committee  on  Police 
and  Jail  Matrons  : 

"  The  suicide  of  two  women  in  the  jail  last  autumn,  one 
following  the  other  within  twenty  minutes,  called  the 
attention   of   the  public  to  the   fact  that   no  woman   was 
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there  to  look  after  and  care  for  these  unfortunate  prisoners, 
and  the  question  was  asked  in  the  daily  papers  why  our 
Supervisors  had  not  seen  fit  to  grant  the  request  which,  for 
two  years,  had  been  made  by  the  Women's  Union,  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  matron 
at  the  jail  by  an  appropriation  of  money  for  her  salary. 

'*\Vhen  the  Supervisors  met,  and  while  the  painful 
occurrence  was  still  fresh  in  their  minds,  the  Committee  on 
Matrons  again  presented  their  request,  this  time  with  better 
results.  An  appropriation  of  $300.00  was  made  for  the 
salary  of  a  Jail  Matron  and  early  in  January,  Sheriff  Beck 
appointed  Mrs.  Rosa  Taylor  to  fill  the  position. 

"  Eight  years  persistent  effort  in  one  direction  has  se- 
cured for  our  city  three  Police  Matrons  and  a  Jail  Matron, 
and  the  Matron  Committee  is  almost  tempted  to  rest  from 
its  labors,  feeling,  with  Othello,  that  its  *  occupation  is  gone." 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

'*  Charlotte  Stoneman  Williams." 

We  have  been  able  this  year  to  test  the  wisdom  of  the 
law  incorporated  in  our  city  charter,  for  the  benefit  of 
domestics  when  the  amount  of  the  claim  is  less  than  $25.00, 
and  allowing  the  court  to  imprison  the  defendant  if  the 
judgment  is  returned  unsatisfied. 

For  seven  years  we  struggled  with  a  class  of  people — 
notably  boarding-house  and  saloon-keepers— who  made  a 
practice  of  not  paying  their  help,  who  did  not  even  own 
the  furniture  in  their  houses  and  against  whom  any  legal 
|)roceeding  was  a  waste  of  time. 

Without  one  exception  these  perpetual  defendants  have 
dropped  from  our  books.  The  law  has  been  actually 
enforced  in  one  case  only.     This  man  was  a  saloon-keeper 
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who  did  not  deny  the  claim,  but  in.  whom  the  quadruped 
instincts  were  so  hkely  to  prevail  that  several  officers 
declined  to  serve  the  warrant  after  the  judgment  was 
obtained.  He  was  finally  successfully  lodged  in  jail  and 
then  the  money  was  paid. 

This  law  applies  only  to  domestics  who  are  hired  by  the 
week  and  that,  too,  when  the  claim  does  not  exceed  $25.00. 
The  clause  relating  to  imprisonment  is  entirely  discretionary 
with  the  court,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  hitherto 
this  class  of  women  have  been  entirely  unprotected  by  the 
laws,  excepting  in  New  York  City  and  Brooklyn,  where 
the  same  law  has  been  in  force  for  several  years  with 
marked  success. 

Claims  amounting  to  over  $7,000.00  have  passed  through 
our  hands  during  the  past  year  ;  fifty-nine  cases  have  been 
settled  and  forty-one  dropped  as  unworthy  or  having  no 
cause  of  action. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  have  had  a  breach 
of  promise  case,  which  was  settled  by  persuading  the 
parties  to  marry. 

One  girl,  who  for  years  has  been  a  source  of  anxiety 
and  annoyance  to  her  friends,  has  been  placed  in  the 
Newark  Custodial  Asylum,  which  she  fancies  is  a  boarding 
school,' and  where  she  is  both  happy  and  safe. 

To  show  that  we  work  for  all  women,  not  one  class,  may 
be  mentioned  the  case  of  a  prominent  society  woman  who 
discovered  that  a  trusted  servant  had  been  systematically 
robbing  her  employer  and  her  fellow-servants.  Through 
the  Protective  Department  the  girl  was  persuaded  to  make 
such  restitution  as  she  could — her  employer  bought  her 
ticket  and  she  was  sent  home. 
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Yet  we  should  feel  that  our  work  had  been  incomplete 
had  we  only  settled  disputes  and  collected  money.  The 
mass  of  women  take  but  a  languid  interest  in  questions  of 
vital  importance  to  themselves. 

This  year  we  have  given  to  the  public  an  abstract  of  the 
Laws  of  New  York  State,  affecting  the  right  and  property 
of  women,  compiled  by  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Rice.  So  clearly 
and  concisely  are  the  laws  stated  that  the  little  pamphlet 
has  won  the  highest  praise  from  the  legal  fraternity.  The 
Press  has  been  most  generous  in  its  notice  of  the  abstracts, 
and  orders  have  come,  not  only  from  all  parts  of  this 
country,  but  even  from  England.  The  receipt  for  the  sale 
of  these,  from  December,  189 1,  to  May,  1892,  is  $43.50. 

Printed  placards,  in  English  and  German,  stating  the 
laws  relating  to  domestic  service,  have  been  placed  in  many 
of  the  intelligence  offices  in  the  city — and  those  in  charge 
have  been  asked  to  call  special  attention  to  them. 

For  the  year  ending  May  i,  1892,  $577.84  have  been 
collected,  making  the  total  amount  collected  by  this 
department  §7,600.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARRIE  A.  VAN  NESS  MOOT. 

Secretary. 


COMMITTEE  ON   LITERARY  AND  MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


For  those  who  do  not  know  the  work  expected  of  the 
Literary  and  Musical  Committee,  it  may  be  well  to  state 
that  we  arrange  for  a  series  of  Free  Literary  and  Musical 
Entertainments,  to  be  given  monthly.  Six  were  given,  be- 
ginning November  9th,  1891,  and  closing  April   nth,  1892. 

For  each  of  these  entertainments  excellent  programmes 
were  arranged.  Ail  were  so  good,  that  we  feel  we  ought  not 
to  single  out  any  one  as  the  best. 

As  before,  we  extend  heartiest  thanks  to  all  those  who 
have  kindly  and  cheerfully  given  their  time  and  talents  in 
contributing  to  our  pleasure  during  the  past  season.  Short 
as  the  season  has  seemed,  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been 
well  done. 

The  Press  have  been  very  courteous,  and  we  would  also 
extend  thanks  to  them. 

We  cannot  close  without  a  few  words  of  parting.  These 
rooms,  which  have  become  so  dear  to  us  all,  will  soon  exist 
only  in  memory.  This  small  stage,  from  which  you  have 
received  not  only  great  pleasure,  but  profit  as  well,  must 
also  go  with  the  rooms. 

Imagine,  for  a  moment,  a  fine  Hall,  with  large  stage, 
fully  equipped.  We  are  sure  that  all  who  have  ever  played, 
sung,  read  or  recited  for  you  here,  will  be  so  delighted  with 
the  possibilities  of  the  Hall,  that  they  may  be  inspired  to 
offer  their  services  to  entertain  you  not  once,  but  twice 
each  month.  Respectfully  submitted, 

(lEKTKrDK    L.    M.    FISKK, 

C7i(i/'nnttn. 
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Literary  and  Musical   Entertainments. 

November  9,  189 1.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske 
and  Mrs.  (ieorge  A.  Merchant  : 

1.  Character  Recitation,  *' Lecture  on  Woman^s  Rights,  by 

Miss  Tabitha  Primrose  " — Mrs.  Fowler. 

2.  Song,  *'  Answer  " — A.  J,  Robyn — Mr.  Curtiss  Rumrill. 

3.  Recitation,  "  Mice  at  Play  " — Miss  Clara  Michael. 

4.  Song,  **  When  All  the  World   is  Young,  Lad  "-^6^.  Hen- 

schc! — Miss  Grace  Caldwell. 

5.  Recitation,  *'The  Death  of  King  Conor  McNesa '' — Miss 

Trangar. 

6.  Duet,  Piano  and  Violin,  "Love  Song" — Henschel — Miss 

Adelaide  McFarland  and  Mr.  Curtiss  Rumrill. 

7.  Piano  Solo — Mr.  Andrew  S.  Webster. 

8.  Recitation — Miss  Trangar. 

9.  Recitation — Miss  Michael. 

Accompanists  —  Miss   Adelaide    McFarland    and     Miss 
Hattie  Caldwell. 

December  14,  1891.     Arranged  by  Miss  Cornelia  Altman  : 

1.  Selection — Zither  Club — Messrs.  George  Stauber,  Charles 

Van  Leaven,  Charles  Lederer  and  William  Cushman. 

2.  Songs — 

a.  **Herbstlied'— a  //>//— Miss  Colie. 

b.  "  Frcuhlingslied  " — O.  Wei! — Miss  Colie. 

3.  Violin  Solo — Miss  Dickenson. 

4.  Song — Meyer  HelinunJ — Mr.  Dempsey. 

5.  Sung,  from  ''The  Holy  City" — A.  A'.  Saui — Miss  Maude 

Hoxie. 

6.  Piano  Solos — 

a.  "  Minuet  a  1' Antique" — Paikrewski — Miss  Hadcock. 
/;.  **  Les  Dans  Allovvettes  " — Leschitzh — Miss  Hadcock. 
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7-  Recitation,  "Drifting" — Buchanan  Reade — Mrs.  Henry 
Meech. 

8.  Song,  **  The  Old  Brigade  " — Barri—Wx.  Chatman.      • 

9.  Ballads — Miss  Howard. 
Accompanist — Miss  Fleischman. 

January  18,  1892.     Arranged  by  Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover 
and  Miss  Hazard  : 

1.  Song,    "Mia    Picorella    Def"  —  Carlos    Gomez — Miss 

Josepine  Larin. 

2.  Recitation,  "  A  Runaway  Princess  " — Miss  Ida  Bailey. 

3.  March — Banjo,  Mandolin  and  Guitar  Club. 

4.  Piano  Solo,  "  March  " — Holleander — Mr.  Reisberg. 

5.  Song,    "Silently    Blending,   Night*s   Shadows    Fall"  — 

Mozart — Miss  May  Bailey. 

6.  Violin  Solos— 

a,  "  Gavotte  " — Houscr — Miss  Dolly  Maerz. 

h,  "  Cradle  Song" — Hoi/ser — Miss  Dolly  Maerz. 

7.  Recitation,  "Naughty  Girl  " — Miss  Ida  Bailey, 

8.  Piano  Solo— Miss  Charlotte  Gregg. 

9.  Songs — 

a.  "  Last  Night  " — Jlacfden-Kynulf — Miss  Mary  Bailey. 

b,  "  Coming  Through  the  Rye  " — Miss  Mary  Bailey. 
Accompanists — Miss  Gore  and  Mr.  Reisberg. 

February   15,    1892.     Arranged    by   Miss   Emma   Louise 
Treat : 

1.  Duet,  "On  the   Rolling   Waves "' — Hcinrich  Hoffman — 

Miss  Harriet  Buck  and  Miss  E.  L.  Treat. 

2.  Recitation — Miss  Evans. 

3.  Spring  Sowg^-Rubcfts/ein — Mrs.  Mark   Packard. 

4.  Song  (comic) — Mr.  Henry  V.  Burns. 


5-  Duets — 

a.  *'  Wedding  Music  " — Jensen — Misses  Buck  and  Treat 

b,  *•  Gifsey  Rondo  " — Hayden — Misses  Buck  and  Treat. 

6.  Song,  '*  Leaving  yet  Loving'* — Marzrales — Mrs  Packard. 

7.  Recitation — Miss  Evans. 

8.  Song  (comic)— Mr.  Henry  V.  Burns. 
Accompanists — Miss  Treat  and  Mrs.  Burns. 

March  14,  1892.     Arranged  by  Miss  Kate  Albro  and  Miss 
Mary  Hoyt  : 

1.  Piano  Solo — Miss  Gleason. 

2.  Song — Miss  Keeler. 

3.  Recitation,  •'  The  Whistling  Regiment  " — Miss  Brewer. 

4.  Piano  Solo,  '*  Spring  Greeting  " — Miss  Shuttleworth. 

5.  Recitation,  "Charlie  McCrea  ** — Miss  Maud  Sheppard. 

6.  Violin  Solo,  "Flower  Song" — Miss  Philbrook. 

7.  Song,  "Ave  Maria" — Mr.  Kessle. 

8.  Recitation,  "Our  Servant  Girl" — Miss  Brewer. 

9.  Piano  Solo,  "Sweet  Bye-and-Bye" — Miss  Gleason. 

April  II,  1892.     Arranged  by  Miss  Maude  Hoxie. 

1.  Piano  Solo — Miss  Alice  Baker. 

2.  Violin  Solo,  "  Intermezzo  " — Maseazni — Mrs.  F.  C.Young, 

3.  Song,  "  Heavenward  " — Berthold  Toms — Miss  Florence 

Sears. 

5.  "A  Talk  on  Famous  French   Women,"  illustrated   with 

Stereopticon  Views — Miss  Maude  Hoxie. 

6.  Song,  "  A  Gondolier's  Love  Song" — Meyer  Helmund— 

Miss  Florence  Sears. 

7.  Piano  Duet— .V<?r/;/— Miss  Jessie  Cotes  and  Miss  May 

Crony  n. 


COMMITTEE    ON    LIBRARY. 


The  Library  Committee  reports  that,  anticipating  a  re- 
moval and  the  inevitable  packing  preceding  it,  also  the  large 
sums  to  be  solicited  for  the  erection  of  the  new  building, 
very  little  could  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

Accordingly,  it  has  confined  its  attention  to  keeping  the 
list  of  periodicals  and  papers  full.  This  has  been  done 
with  an  expenditure  of  $33. 65.  The  committee  again  has 
occasion  to  thank  the  Buffalo  Courier,  Express  and  Com- 
mercial for  their  generous  gifts,  which  arrive  "  new  every 
morning,  fresh  every  evening."  Some  of  the  other  Buffalo 
papers  have  been  sent  for  shorter  periods  ;  and  several 
donations  of  books  and  magazines  have  been  received,  and 
all  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Members  of  the  Committee  were  in  attendance  in  the 
Library  on  Sunday  afternoons  during  three  months  to 
accommodate  readers.  The  total  attendance  was  eighteen. 
It  was  considered  unwise  to  warm  and  light  the  rooms  for 
so  few,  and  the  service  was  discontinued.  The  Committee 
does  not  think  it  entirely  a  lack  of  taste  for  reading,  or  of 
a  desire  for  improvement.  It  realizes  fully  the  few  hours 
most  busy  women  have  of  real  leisure,  and  also  that  Sunday 
is  their  only  day  at  home.  In  the  new  building,  with  •*  an 
ampler  ether  and  diviner  air '"  surrounding  us,  a  greater 
interest  may  be  shown. 

Some  plans  for  extending  the  work  of  the  Committee 
have  been  postponed.  We  remember  that  '*  all  things  come 
to  him  who  waits,"  and  the  future  looks  promising,  the  sky 
brightens.  Respectfully  submitted, 

GkACIA    S.    BENEDICT. 

Chairman. 


List  of  Magazines  and 
Educational  and 

Art  Amateur. 
Art  Interchange. 

St.  Nicholas, 

Harper's  Maj^azine, 

Keystone, 

Ontury, 

Food,  Home  and  Garden, 

Lend  a  Hand, 

Lippincott's  Majjazine, 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine, 

vScribner's  Magazine, 

Our  Record, 

Ladies'  Home  Journal, 

Current  Literature, 

Ciood  Housekeeping, 

Home  Maker, 

Contemporary  Review, 

Fortnightly  Review, 

Nineteenth  Century  Review, 
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Papers  in  Library  of  Women's 
Industrial  Union,  1891. 

F*hilanthropist, 

New  York  Sunday  Tribune, 

Women's  Journal, 

Chicago  Women's  News, 

Far  and  Near, 

Youth's  Companion, 

Harper's  Weekly. 

The  Educator, 

The  Nation, 

The  New  Nation, 

Kate  Field's  Washington, 

Illustrated  World's  Fair, 

The  School  Bag, 

Kindergarten  News. 

Buffalo  Courier, 

Buffalo  E.\pre.ss, 

Buffalo  Commercial, 

Buffalo  Enquirer. 


COMMITTEE   ON    KITCHEN   GARDEN. 


In  the  special  department  of  the  Kitchen  Garden,  the 
year  has  been  very  successful,  aside  from  the  drawbacks 
incident  to  all  philanthropic  work.  Could  a  larger  band  of 
faithful  workers  be  secured,  the  possibilities  of  the  work  are 
simply  limitless,  but  there  have  been  a  sufficient  number 
of  congenial  laborers  to  arouse  in  one  another  that  sym- 
pathy and  inspiration  that  kindles  from  heart  to  heart  when 
we  work  for  a  common  purpose. 

The  Kitchen  Garden,  as  is  probably  well  known  by  this 


45 

time,  teaches  little  girls  housework  with  miniature  utensils. 
It  affords  a  vast  field  for  applying  the  principle  of  the  New 
Education,  which  teaches  the  practical  application  of  book- 
learning  to  the  actual  conduct  of  life.  The  girls  we  teach 
show  the  defects  of  the  system  of  teaching  generally  in 
vogue  ;  they  are  almost  abnormally  acute  intellectually,  but 
without  training  in  ethics  or  logic.  The  work  of  the 
school-room  is  a  thing  apart  from  the  needs  of  existence. 
We  find  that  the  mind  does  not  intelligently  direct  manual 
industry.  Did  the  public  schools  make  self-supporting  citi- 
zens, individual  efforts  in  these  lines  would  not  be  necessary. 

Over  sixty  girls  have  attended  the  Kitchen  Garden  this 
year.  Many  new  songs,  supplied  by  an  efficient  kindergart- 
ner,  have  made  the  lessons  more  attractive  than  ever.  Les- 
sons in  sewing  are  alternated  with  those  in  housework.  We 
have  dwelt  as  much  on  the  spirit  in  which  the  work  was 
done,  as  upon  the  work  itself.  As  much  as  possible  we 
foster  a  spirit  of  co-operation,  the  girls  are  taught  to  feel 
the  inter-dependence  of  all  kinds  of  work,  and  their  indi- 
vidual responsibility.  The  children  have  been  allowed  to 
pay  a  penny  a  week  for  the  lunch  of  bread  and  milk;  to 
give  everything  with  no  return  from  them,  would  only  pau- 
perize them,  and  teach  them  to  believe,  in  a  manna  that 
modern  experience  does  not  find.  Even  the  poorest  seems 
able  to  provide  herself  with  candy  or  gum,  and  when  a  spirit 
of  self-respect  is  cultivated,  they  are  unwilling  not  to  con- 
tribute their  mite  to  the  school.  They  vie  with  each  other 
for  the  honor  of  laundrying  the  table-linen  and  washing 
the  dishes. 

The  penny  savings  bank,  in  connection  with  the  Kitchen 
Garden,  has  received  deposits  to  the  amount  of  $40.12  dur- 
ing the  six  months  the  school  has  been  in  session.     Before 
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our  philanthropic  zeal  was  tempered  by  discretion,  we  gave 
the  children  ten  per  cent.,  but  we  learned  that  we  have  no 
right  to  create  artificial  conditions,  and  we  reduced  the  rate 
to  four  per  cent. 

It  was  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  the  children  when  the 
school  closed,  and  we  know  it  to  be  a  real  loss.  Several 
friends  contributed  to  their  pleasure  on  the  last  day;  one 
gave  irhem  flower-seeds  to  plant  and  care  for  during  the 
summer  vacation. 

Reports  from  the  cooking  class  show  greater  proficiency 
in  the  pupils  who  have  had  the  Kitchen  Garden  training.  A 
mother  tells  us  :  *'  My  little  girl  would  not  help  me  at 
home  before  she  went  to  the  Kitchen  Garden,  and  she  is 
now  glad  to  do  so."  When  we  see  what  can  be  accomplished 
in  six  months  on  one  day  of  the  week,  by  the  spasmodic 
efforts  of  volunteer  teachers,  we  long  for  properly-equipped 
schools  where  the  head  and  the  hand  shall  be  uniformly 
developed. 

That  the  teachers'  efforts  have  not  been  entirely  hidden 
under  a  bushel,  was  shown  by  the  appreciation  of  a  visitor, 
who  asked  what  salary  we  received.  She  expressed  aston- 
ishment when  told  that  we  had  our  labor  for  our  pains : 
but  it  is  a  labor  of  love  that  ignores  all  pains,  and  is  per- 
vaded by  the  <j^lorious  Union  spirit  that  reaches  out  to  the 
little  women,  as  well  as  to  the  older  ones. 

The  Union  has  maintained  a  branch  school  at  Cold  Spring, 
of  which  full  report  will  be  given.  The  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
was  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  but  less  than  thirty  was 
expended  for  the  necessary  equipment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE    P.    HULL, 

Chairman. 


REPORT   OF    KITCHEN   GARDEN  WORK  AT 

COLD   SPRINGS. 

Branch  of  Women's  Union  School. 


Our  school  was  opened  November  27,  1891,  at  the  Church 
of  the  Covenant,  corner  Michigan  and  Ferry  streets,  the 
use  of  which  was  kindly  giv6n.  There  were  seven  children 
present  at  the  first  meeting  and  three  teachers.  The  next 
Saturday  we  had  twice  as  many  children,  and  each  suc- 
ceeding Saturday  brought  in  a  large  number.  The  school 
soon  outgrew  its  accommodations  and  we  found  a  large 
hall  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Ferry  streets  which  we 
rented  for  four  dollars  per  month.  We  took  possession 
February  20,  1892.  We  have  had  on  the  call-roll  seventy- 
six  names  and  an  average  attendance  of  sixty-five  scholars. 

Miss  Dunbar  and  Miss  Simons  have  visited  the  homes  of 
the  children  and  were  delighted  to  note  in  almost  every 
family  the  growth  of  the  little  seeds  we  had  endeavored  to 
plant  in  the  child's  mind  at  school.  We  feel  sure  that  the 
Kitchen  (iarden  has  made  much  happiness  for  the  children 
and  brought  some  brightness  into  the  sad  lives  of  parents. 

Our  great  trouble  has  been  lack  of  teachers.  There 
seem  to  be  few  young  ladies  who  will  give  their  time  and 
strength  even  for  so  noble  a  cause  as  kitchen  garden  work. 
Some  of  the  lessons  in  the  course  we  have  not  tried  to 
give  because  of  this  need  of  good  assistants.  Our  teachers, 
seven  in  number,  have  been  most  faithful.  We  have  raised 
the  money  for  rent  of  hall  and  also  enough  to  give  the 
children  an  entertainment  Saturday,  May  14th,  at  which 
time  we  closed  our  school  for  the  season. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

.SUSAN  SIMONS, 
Supcn'n  t  end i' fit. 


COMMITTEE   ON    MEMBERSHIP. 


Meetings  of  this  Committee,  which  now  numbers  twent)'- 
three  members,  have  been  held  monthly  since  July,  189 1, 
at  which  reports  of  new  memberships  and  dues  collected 
have  been  received.  The  Committee  has  been  active  in 
soliciting  subscriptions  to  the  "Building  Fund.**  Total 
number  of  members  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  ;  sus- 
taining members,  sixty-four  ;  life  members,  nineteen.  The 
list  of  life  and  sustaining  members  will  appear  in  annual 
report.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  R.  WING, 

Chairman, 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Mrs.  Henry  Altman, 
Mrs.  C.  B.  V.  Barse, 
Mrs.  Selh  P.  Bliss, 
Mrs.  James  Davidson, 
Mrs.  C.  \V.  Evans, 
Mrs.  Esther  A.  Glenny, 
Miss  Esther  Glenny, 
Mrs.  Rufus  I..  Howard, 
Mrs.  George  Howard, 


Mrs.  Caroline  E.  Loomis, 
Mrs.  Charles  F*.  Lytle, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Ray  V.  Pierce, 
*Mrs.  C.  H.  Rathbim, 
Mrs.  Jewett  M.  Richmond, 
Mrs.  John  Satterfield, 
Mrs.  Sidney  Shepard, 
Miss  Jessie  Taylor, 


Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 


♦  Deceased. 


SUSTAINING   MEMBERS. 


Mrs.  Sidney  E.  Adams, 
Mrs.  Truman  G.  Avery, 
Mrs.  George  Bleistein, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Brinker, 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  Brown, 
Mrs.  Louisa  T.  Budd, 
Mrs.  Andrew  Cant, 
Mrs.  James  F.  Chard, 
Mrs.  James  Crate, 
Mrs.  L.  T..  Crocker, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Crozier, 
Mrs.  Charles  Daniels, 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Dutton, 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Eagan, 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Eckley, 
Mrs.  William  B.  Flint, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Forbush, 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Fryer, 
Mrs.  Henry  F.  Fullerton, 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear, 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin, 
Mrs.  Seth  Grosvenor, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Hedstrom, 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Hersee, 
Mrs.  Nelson  Holland, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Hollister, 
Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 
Mrs.  James  H.  Lee, 
Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi, 
Mrs.  George  H.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  John  Lyth, 
Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Mayer, 

Mrs 
Note.— Four  have  renewed 


Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  Norris  Morey, 
Mrs.  Josiah  G.  Munro, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  H.  Newman, 
Mrs.  R.  Ovens, 
Mrs.  Frank  Perew, 
Miss  Nora  Pettibone, 
Mrs.  Calista  M.  Phelps, 
Mrs.  George  D.  Plympton, 
Mrs.  George  R.  Potter, 
Miss  Emma  Pratt, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Rosenau, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom, 
Miss  Mattie  Ransom, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 
Miss  Lily  Cameron  Rogers, 
Mrs.  Sherman  S.  Rogers, 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Root, 
Mrs.  Bronson  C.  Rumsey, 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Sherman, 
Mrs.  M.  Spiegel, 
Mrs.  Wrilson  S.  Tifft, 
Mrs.  James  D.  Tillinghast, 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R,  Watson, 
Mrs.  Henry  Weill, 
Mrs.  H.  G.  White, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Whiting, 
Mrs.  Ansley  Wilcox, 
Mrs.  B.  II.  Williams, 
Mrs.  George  L.  Williams, 
Mrs.  Gibson  T.  Williams, 
Miss  Martha  T.  Williams, 
Robert  P.  Wilson, 
since  May  i,  1892. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  '  *  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employment  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments. 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women. 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  Brst  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are  : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W.  Austin. 

Mary  H.  Bio  well,  Elizabeth  Blocher, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattie  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn.  Mary  E.  Daniels. 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Kassett.  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Letch  worth, 

Selina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney.  Jennie  Watson  Norton, 

LuciNDA  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pkttibone,  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rum  rill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  '1  ownsend, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade.  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS. 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY. 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,      [ 
County  of  Erie.  f 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agnes  A. 
Fassett,  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acicnowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 
NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS. 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE  \.— Title. 

This  association  shall  be  called  **  The  Women's  Educational  and  In« 
dustrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  \\.— Object. 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  IW.-'Officers. 

Seci'ION  I.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vestea 
in  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

§  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes  effect 
shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected.  At 
each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

g  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

§  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com- 
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mittees  :  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Domestic 
Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Educational, 
Protection,  Library,  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  the  nominations  of  all  committees,  except  that  of  the 
chairman,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  l\. --Membership. 

Any  woman  can  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member  ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sustaining 
member. 

ARTICLE  \.— Fiscal  Year. 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May. 

ARTICLE  W.^Annual  .\feeting. 

Section  i.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  occur  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

§  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

§  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

§  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting : 

I.     Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 
Reports  of  officers. 
Reports  of  committees. 
Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 
Unfinished  business. 
Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 
Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  Wl.^Annual EUction. 

Section  i.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  May.     All  directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

§  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  A.  M.  to  8  p.  m.,  and  no  mem- 
ber in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  VIIL— rartfifrtVj. 

Any  vacancies  occurring^  in  the  officers  or  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such  vacancy  shall 
occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  term  of  th^  person 
whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  W— Departments  of  Work, 

Section  i.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board. 

g  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be  in 
charge  of  the  various  standing  committees.  New  departments  may  be 
organized  from  time  to  time,  whenever  tlie  Board  of  Directors  shall 
deem  such  action  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

^  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  remain 
entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X— Associate  Societies. 

Section  i.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of 
eich  may  be  known. 

i:;  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems,  shall 
be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  XI. —Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  i,  1886. 


ARTICLE   l.^M^eiiH^s. 

Section  i.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of  such 
Board,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time 
by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a  special  meet- 
ing shall  be  stated  in  a  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that  specified 
shall  be  transacted. 

§  2.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month  by 
the  chairmen  of  the  co  nmittees,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each 
committee  shall  constitue  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  II.— Dutifs  of  Officers. 

Section  i.  Presidknt. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  pre- 
side at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Board 
of  Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direction  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point, with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special  committees 
for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the  province  of  the 
standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all  vacancies  which 
shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have  the  usual  powers 
-^f  a  presiding  officer. 

§  2.  Vice-Presidents.— The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

§  3.  Treasurer.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  recieveall 
moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting 


58 

of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
vShe  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

i5  4.  Secretaries. — The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give  notice 
of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  and  pre- 
serve all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall  enroll 
the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a  report 
at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her,  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE  U\.— Standing  Committer. 

Section  i.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union, 
provide  methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assess- 
ments. It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit 
the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

g  2.  Committee  ox  Social  Affairs. — It  shall  have  charge  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union,  and  extend  to  all  its  hospitality. 

§  3.  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment. — It  shall  be 
its  duty  to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist 
all  women  in  their  chosen  avocations.  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of 
Registration,  which  shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and 
furnish  imformation  to  those  seeking  it. 
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§  4.  Committee  on  Domestic  Training. — It  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

§  5.  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture.  —  It  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other 
instructions,  true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall 
be  best  promoted.  It  shall  have  and  enforce  the  rules  governing  the 
use  of  the  gymnasium. 

§  6.  Committee  upon  Philanthropy.  —  It  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  the  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  any  work  which  may 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of  its  purpose. 

§  7.  Committee  on  Education. — It  shall  seek  to  disseminate  true 
ideas  affecting  the  higher  question  of  human  interest,  provide  courses 
of  lectures,  conversation  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  provisions  as 
shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

§  8.  Committee  on  Protection. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public 
attention,  and  shall  assist  in  all  measures  which  may  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

§  9.  Committee  on  Library. — It  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  of>en  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

§  10.  Committee  on  Membership. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  solicit  renewals,  and  in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to 
increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual  Membership. 

§  II.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at  all 
the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve,  she  shall 
appoint  a  substitute. 

^  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 
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§  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

^14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  "  Roberts'  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  IV  .—Order  of  Business. 

The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each  regular 
meeting : 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

8.  Unfinished  business. 

9.  New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  v.— Real  Estate. 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chair- 
men of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this 
Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

ARTICLE  VI.— Annual  EUction. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  from  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four  nom- 
inations of  Directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual  election. 
Each  member. of  the  Union  shall  vote  for  twelve  Directors,  and  the 
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twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors  of 
election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  Wll.^Amendments. 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board. 


OFFICERS   FOR   1892-1893. 


President^     .... 
First  Vice-President^    . 
Second  Vice-President, 
Third  \  'ice-President, 
Recording  Secretary^ 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOVVNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.  porter  NORTON. 
Mrs.  p.  H.  GRIFFIN. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 
Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 
Mrs.  henry  RUMRILL. 


Mrs.  Abram  Altman, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 
Mrs.   H.  C.  FiSKE, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 


Directors. 

To  May  x,  1893. 

Mrs.  Norris  Morky, 

Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom, 

Mrs,  Ellie  J.  Shepard, 

Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 

.  Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams. 


Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin, 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  L.  a.  Bull, 
Mrs.  Richard  Flach, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi, 


Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Bryant, 
Miss  Hattik  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  George  Clinton, 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear, 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin, 


To  May  i,  1894. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 

To  May  i,  1S95. 

Miss  Ada  Kenyon, 

Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,  1892-1893. 

Finance. 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Townsend,         .'        .         .         .         .         Chairman, 

Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.   M.   Ken  YON Chairman. 

Employment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Leslie  Hewitt, Secretary. 

Domestic  Training. 

,  ......  Chairman, 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wadk,      ......         Chairman. 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Williams,        ......  Secretary. 

Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, Chairman. 

Miss  Jennie  Roy Secretary. 

Education. 

Mrs.   Benj.   H.  Williams, Chairman. 

Miss  E.  Jar  RETT, Secretary. 

Protection. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore,      ......         Chairman. 

Mrs.   Adelbkrt  Moor,       ......  Secretary. 
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Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairman. 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels, Secretary. 

Membership. 

Mrs.  George  Wing, Chairman, 

Special  Committees. 

I^ITERARY    AND    MUSICAL    ENTERTAINMENTS. 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske, Chairman, 

Kitchen  Garden. 

Mrs.   L.  A.  Bull, Chairman, 

Reception. 

Mrs.   H.   D.   INGRAHAM Chairman, 

Miss  Isabella  Dean Srcr^tary, 


Legacies  may  be  lost  to  the  Society  by  failure  to  use  a 
proper  form.     We  suggest  the  following 

FORM    OF    BEQUEST. 

/  hereby  give  and  bequest   to  the    Women  s  Educa^ 
tional  and  Industrial    Union  of  Buffalo^  the  sum  of 

and  hereby   authorize  my  Executors 

to  pay  the  same  to  the  person  who  shall  be  acting  jxs 
Treasurer  of  said  Society, 


WonEN's 


Educational 


AND 


Industrial  Union 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


1893. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THE 


WOMEN'S 


EiduGatisrial  ai  Iridastrlal  Onien 


OF    BUFFALO, 


For  the  Year  Ending  May  ist,  1893. 


BUFFALO,    N.  Y. 
THE  COURIER  COMPANY,  PRINTERS. 

1893. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1892-1893. 


President, Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 

First  Vice-President Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Second  Vice-President, Mrs.  PORTER  NORTON. 

Third  VUe-President Mrs.  P.  H.  GRIFFIN. 

/Recording  Secretary, Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 

Corresponding  Secretary,      ....  Mrs,  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 

Treasurer, Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 


Mrs.  Abram  Altman, 
Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Buss, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Bryant, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull, 
Mils  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  George  Clinton, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  FiSKE, 
Mrs.  Richard  Flach, 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear, 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Miss  Ada  Kenyon, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kknyon, 
Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 


DIRECTORS. 

Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi, 
Mrs.  George  H.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 
Mrs.  NoRRis  Morey, 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom. 
Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 
Mrs,  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams, 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 


Superintendent,  Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loom  is. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES.  1892-1893. 


FINANCE. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend,     .     .     Chairman, 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Bliss,  Mrs.  George  H.  Lewis, 

Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Ransom, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill,                      -    Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 

Mrs.  NoRRis  Morey,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hussey, 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin,  Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 

Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi,  Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear, 

Mrs.  Abram  Altman,  Miss  Harriet  M.  Hibbard. 

SOCIAL   AFFAIRS. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, Chairman. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Kenyon,  Mrs.  John  Slote, 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Selkirk,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Ardrey, 

Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Bartlett. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Stone,  Mrs.  M.  V.  V.  Smith, 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Clarkson,  Miss  Virginia  Evans, 

Mrs.  James  Crate,  Miss  Hattie  T.  Lay, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd Chairman. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown, Secretary, 

Mrs.  Cyrus  A.  Prouty,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Place, 

Mrs.  George  Weed,  Miss  Hattie  Lay, 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Wagner,  Mrs.  St.  John  J.  Hill, 

Mrs.  John  O'Brien,  Mrs.  J.  Ross. 
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HYGIENE  AND   PHYSICAL  CULtURE. 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade,     ....     Chairman, 
Mrs.  Charles  G.  Williams,      .    .     Secretary, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill,  Dr.    Sarah  H.  Morris, 

Mrs.  Andrew  Cant,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Mills, 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Ken  YON,  Miss  Adella  Fay, 

Miss  Emily  J.  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Wm.  Macomber, 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Letchworth,  Mrs.  T.  J.  O'Brien, 

Mrs.  John  Druar. 


PHILANTHROPY 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant,     .     .     . 
Mrs.  F.  G.  Webster,   .... 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach, 

Mrs.  Margareita  Worthington, 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Freeman, 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Love, 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 

Mrs.  Frank  Weppner, 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Sharpe, 

Dr.    Jessie  Suepard, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Bradford, 


.     .     .     Chairman, 

,     .     .     Secretary. 
Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Mrs.  James  Hitchcock, 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Fowler, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Weed, 
Mrs.  Van  Orman, 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Adams, 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Kent, 
Mrs.  James  Bradley, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Safford. 


EDUCATIONAL. 
Mrs.  Ben  J.  H.  Wiluams,      .     .     .     Chairman, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill Secretary, 


Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Mrs.  George  Wing, 
Mrs.  Charles  Walker, 
Mrs.  M.  P.  Hatch. 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Prosser, 
Miss  Helen  Horton, 


Miss  Charlotte  McMillan, 
Miss  Mary  Lovejoy, 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Vedder, 
Miss  Cornelia  Altman, 
Miss  Adelaide  Graybiel, 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Rice, 
Miss  Anna  E.  Eggleston, 
Mrs.  De  Witt  G.  Wilcox, 


Miss  Ada  Kenyon. 


LIBRARY. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairman, 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels Secretary, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Straight,  Miss  M.  T.  Karnes. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Lytle,  Miss  Belle  McGowan, 

Mrs.  Truman  Stone.  Miss  Eliza  McGowan, 

Mrs.  John  Druar,  Miss  Bessie  Codd, 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Russell,  Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins, 

Mrs.  W.  S.  TiFFT,  Miss  Mary  Wright. 


PROTECTION 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore,      .    . 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot,     .     . 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Mrs.  B.  K.  Williams, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, 


.     .     .     Chairman, 
.     .     .     Secretary. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Cheney, 
Mrs.  John  Slote, 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams, 
Mrs.  A.  Frazer, 


Hon.  James  O.  Putnam, 
Porter  Norton, 
Nathaniel  Rosenau, 
Charles  P.  Norton, 
William  Macomber, 
Frank  F.  Williams, 
Gen.  John  C.  Graves, 


Counselors. 

Walter  S.  Jenkins, 
Theodore  Wende, 
William  Palmer, 
Godfrey  Frohe, 
C.  L.  O'Connor, 
Walter  P.  Cooke, 
Frank  M.  Loomis. 


George  T.  Wardwell. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


Mrs.  George  Wing,     . 

.     .     .     .     Chairman. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Barrows,  . 

.     .     .     .     Secretary, 

Mrs. 

C.  O.  Rang, 

Mrs.  Edgar  Birdsall. 

Mrs. 

H.  C.  Parsons, 

Mrs.  Harry  Koch, 

Mrs. 

A.  T.  Kerr, 

Mrs.  Warren  Miller, 

Mrs. 

Charles  Walker, 

Mrs.  John  Crawford, 

Mrs. 

E.  Stinson, 

Mrs.  Millard  Burns, 

Mrs. 

Anna  Van  Orman, 

Miss  Eliza  Haskins, 

Mrs. 

Chester  Moore, 

Miss  Sophia  Finkenstedt, 

Mrs. 

Leonard  Dodge, 

Miss  Caroline  M.  Vedder, 

Mrs. 

Charles  F.  Tabor. 

Mrs.  D.  J.  Stickney, 

Mrs. 

C.  C.  Frederick. 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Ellis, 

Mrs 

C.  A.  Dickey, 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Wells, 

Mrs. 

W.  A.  Stevens, 

Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 


KITCHEN 

GARDEN. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull,      .     . 

.     .     .     .     Chairman. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Dickey, 

Miss  Ellen  Baker, 

Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 

Miss  Ethel  Tremaine, 

Mrs.  William  Macomber, 

Miss  Geiselmann, 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Hatch, 

Miss  Mary  Churchyard, 

Mrs.  Frank  Hetzel, 

Miss  Emma  Dunbar. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Chivers, 

Miss  Susan  Simons, 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Mills, 

Miss  Hattie  E.  Selkirk, 

Mrs.  William  J.  Runcie, 

Miss  Fannie  Hubbell, 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Woodruff, 

Miss  Edith  Eaton. 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  Huntley, 

Miss  Ada  Nichols, 

Miss  Ada  Hadley, 

Miss  Fannie  Fowler, 

Miss  Mary  Beals, 

Miss  Sarah  Flint, 

Miss  Emily  Cobb, 

Miss  Carter, 

Miss  Kate  Drill, 

Miss  Ida  Grim. 
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Cold  Spring  Branch— Kitch en  Garden. 
Miss  Susan  Simons,       .     .     .     Superintendent, 

LITERARY  AND   MUSICAL   ENTERTAINMENTS, 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske,     ....     Chairman. 

Miss  Cornelia  Altman,  Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover, 

Miss  Kate  V.  Albro,  Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 

Mrs.  Clinton  Burt  Gibbs,  Mrs.  Carleton  E.  Perrine, 

Miss  Anna  Maude  Hoxie,  Miss  Emma  Louise  Treat, 

Miss  Carrie  Hazard,  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Walker, 

Mrs.  W.  F.  WORTHINGTON. 

RECEPTION. 

Mrs.  H.  D.  INGRAHAM Chairman. 

Miss  Hattie  Lay,  Mrs.  Jennie  Stone, 

Mrs.  C.  O.  Rano,  Mrs.  William  Macomber, 

Mrs.  Joseph  Paul,  Mrs.  Alexander  Frazer, 

Mrs.  Spencer  Bailey,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Bull, 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Plummer,  Jr.,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams, 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Adams,  Mrs.  James  M.  Drill. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Hull,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Edwards, 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Jones,  Mrs.  James  B.  Parke, 

Mrs.  A.  R.  James,  Miss  Effie  Shiels, 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Mattice,  Miss  Mary  Williams, 

Mrs.  R.  Z.  Mason,  Miss  Jennie  H.  Knapp, 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore,  Miss  Nancy  Warren, 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Clarkson,  Miss  Margaretta  Horton. 

AGENCY  OF  DIRECTION. 
Miss  Mary  H.  Williams,     .     .     .     Chairman, 
Mrs.  Hudson  Parke,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Edwards. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


ADDRESS   OF  THE   PRESIDENT, 
At  the  Annual  Meeting  held  May  9,  1893. 


Members  and  Friends  : 

The  hope  expressed  one  year  ago  that  the  annual  meet- 
ing for  1893  might  be  held  in  the  new  building  is  not  ful- 
filled. There  have  been  unavoidable  delays,  resulting  from 
the  changes  in  the  plans.  Contracts  were  finally  let  for  the 
mason,  stone  and  carpenter  work,  and  on  the  eighth  day  of 
August,  1892,  the  building  was  vacated  and  the  fine  old 
historic  mansion,  so  endeared  to  many  of  our  citizens  and 
to  all  Union  workers,  was  taken  down  to  make  way  for  the 
substantial  structure  required  by  the  increasing  demands  of 
our  work.  Many  donations  of  money,  material  and  labor 
were  promised  by  men  and  women  of  our  own  and  other 
cities,  and  the  construction  has  gone  slowly  but  surely  on 
during  the  winter  months. 

The  Building  Committee  is  not  prepared  to  make  a  de- 
tailed report,  but  we  are  happy  to  announce  that  so  far 
every  demand  has  been  promptly  met.  The  sum  of  $15,000 
(one-third  of  the  cost  of  the  new  building)  is  yet  to  be 
raised,  and  the  Union  now  makes  an  earnest  appeal  for  lib- 
eral donations  (of  money,  material  and  labor)  to  enable  it  to 
corhplete  and  dedicate  the  new  home  entirely  free  from  debt. 

Some  may  ask  the  question,  as  before,  has  not  the 
Women's  Union  received  more  than  its  share  when  kindred 
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associations  are  considered  ?  A  brief  summary  of  the  work 
accomplished  was  published  several  months  ago,  and  has 
been  widely  circulated,  but  in  order  that  it  may  appear  in 
the  annual  report  at  this  important  time  it  has  been  revised 
and  brought  down  to  the  present  date.  I  will  make  this 
statement  as  brief  as  possible,  as  it  must  be  familiar  to 
many  who  are  present  to-day. 

In  1884  Protestant,  Hebrew  and  Roman  Catholic  women 
joined  hands  to  work  on  a  broad  basis  and  on  lines  never 
before  attempted  in  our  city.  The  Women's  Educational 
and  Industrial  Union  was  organized,  "its  purpose  to  in- 
crease fellowship  among  women  in  order  to  promote  the 
best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  in- 
dustrial and  social  advancement."  It  has  antagonized  no 
other  association,  but  has  endeavored  to  co-operate  with  all. 

Two  hundred  enthusiastic  women  from  all  religious  sects 
have  worked  harmoniously  together  for  a  period  of  nine 
years.  It  is  difficult  to  give  a  correct  statement  of  results, 
as  much  must  necessarily  go  unrecorded.  The  Protective 
Committee  has  collected  in  wages  unjustly  withheld  from 
poor  and  friendless  women,  without  charge  to  them,  the 
sum  of  $8,531.50;  a  Sargent  gymnasium  was  established 
and  maintained,  and  cases  of  physical  deformity  have 
received  skillful  and  remedial  treatment ;  lectures  by 
prominent  physicians,  both  men  and  women,  have  been  an 
important  feature  of  the  physical  culture  department ;  em- 
ployment has  been  obtained  for  3,567  women  without 
charge  to  employer  or  employee;  596  children  have  been 
instructed  in  household  work  ;  free  monthly  coteries  for  the 
discussion  of  vital  topics  have  been  held,  and  classes  in 
dressmaking,  reading,  arithmetic,  penmanship,  typewriting, 
bookkeeping,  stenography,  French  and  German  have  ex- 
tended their  privileges  to  1,556  women  ;    the  Befriending 
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Committee  has  not  only  given  sympathy  to  Union  members, 
but  substantial  aid  to  more  than  i,ooo  destitute  persons ; 
social  and  free  literary  and  musical  entertainments  of  a 
high  order  have  drawn  large  audiences  of  those  to  whom 
such  opportunities  are  a  rare  privilege ;  a  free  library  has 
been  maintained  with  current  newspapers  and  magazines, 
open  day  and  evening,  in  charge  of  an  efficient  Reception 
Committtee,  who  have  made  all  visitors  welcome. 

The  Union  has  been  instrumental  in  placing  matrons  in 
three  police  stations  and  in  the  county  jail.  Through  its 
influence  a  woman  now  fills  the  position  of  School  Exam- 
iner. The  appointment  of  two  women  as  Trustees  of  the 
Buffalo  Hospital  for  the  Insane  was  also  secured. 

In  the  way  of  reform  legislation,  first  a  law  was  passed 
requiring  the  appointment  of  an  educated  woman  physician 
on  the  medical  staff  of  every  insane  hospital  in  the  State. 
As  the  result  of  an  "  Abstract  of  the  Laws  of  New  York  State 
Affecting  the  Rights  and  Property  of  Women,"  compiled 
by  a  member  of  our  Protective  Committee,  the  Guardian- 
ship Law  has  been  changed  so  as  to  give  the  mother  equal 
rights  with  the  father  in  the  care  and  custody  of  her  chil- 
dren. (A  detailed  report  will  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
our  Protective  Committee.) 

The  Buffalo  Union  has  assisted  to  organize  four  other 
organizations,  three  in  our  own  State  and  one  in  Ohio.  We 
have  never  had  a  donation  day  ;  the  work  has  been  carried 
on  with  the  income  derived  from  life,  sustaining  and 
annual  members,  and  the  rent  received  from  studios,  etc. 
When  our  real  estate  was  purchased  the  money  was  freely 
given,  and  no  public  entertainments  have  ever  been  held 
for  the  benefit  of  the  building  fund.  Since  the  payment  of 
the  mortgage  in  1889,  no  debt  of  any  kind  has  been 
incurred.    So  much  for  the  past.    Is  not  the  Union  justified 
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in  asking  for  the  encouragement  of  the  public  in  its  new 
enterprise  ? 

The  domestic  problem'  is  of  as  much  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  the  home  as  any  of  the  vital  questions  of  the 
day ;  it  is  now  receiving  the  attention  of  our  best  thinkers, 
both  men  and  women,  and  the  opinions  expressed  that  no 
better  solution  of  the  vexed  question  presents  itself  than 
that  of  raising  the  standard  of  household  service  and  of 
making  it  of  a  less  menial  nature.  Attention  is  called  to 
what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  department  of  home 
and  hospital  nursing  by  the  training  schools  for  nurses. 
Our  sick  are  no  longer  left  to  suffer  in  the  hands  of  care- 
less "Sairey  Gamps."  Why  should  not  the  work  of  the 
household,  upon  which  depends  the  comfort  and  well-being 
of  the  family,  be  considered  as  a  high  calling,  and  those  who 
skillfully  and  faithfully  perform  its  duties  be  entitled  to  the 
respect  of  the  community  ? 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  "  Housekeepers*  Union  " 
might  be  effected  as  a  result  of  the  congress  of  representa- 
tive women  at  the  World's  Fair,  and  that  by  its  agency 
domestic  training  schools  could  be  established  in  cities, 
towns  and  villages  of  our  land.  A  concerted  effort  would 
certainly  bear  fruit  in  the  future.  Thoughtful  women  must 
join  forces  in  this,  as  in  other  noble  efforts,  before  much 
can  be  accomplished.  More  simplicity  in  our  living,  and 
less  unnecessary  labor  are  demanded.  The  rights  of  both 
employer  and  employee  must  be  respected  and  higher 
ideals  must  prevail.  "  The  solution  of  the  problem  belongs 
to  the  housekeeper  and  not  to  the  servant."  No  better 
subject  can  engage  the  attention  of  the  Club  and  Union 
women  of  to-day.  It  is  of  more  importance  than  the  ballot 
for  women  or  the  higher  education,  in  fact  it  should  be  a 
branch  of  that  higher  education.     A  gifted  college  woman 
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has  said  :  ''  Believe  me,  the  qualities  of  a  statesman  are 
needed  to  rule  a  house  well.*' 

To  establish  a  scientific  domestic  training  school  in  Buf- 
falo has  long  been  the  desire  of  the  Women's  Educational 
aud  Industrial  Union,  and  its  hope  is  soon  to  be  realized. 
The  school  will  be  opened  as  soon  as  our  building  is  com- 
pleted. A  graduate  from  the  Domestic  Science  Depart- 
ment of  the  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn  has  been  engaged 
to  take  charge  of  the  Union  school,  and  opportunity  will 
be  given  for  the  most  thorough  training  in  every  branch  of 
household  work.  There  will  be  classes  for  cooks,  house- 
maids, laundresses,  housekeepers,  mothers  and  school  girls. 
The  kitchen  garden,  which  has  been  so  successful,  will  be 
continued,  room  provided  for  one  hundred  children,  and 
branches  established  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  We  do 
not  fear  that  the  school  will  not  be  generously  supported, 
for  we  will  appeal  to  all. 

The  reports  of  the  standing  committees  you  are  now  to 
hear.  Our  regular  work  has  been  somewhat  interrupted 
during  the  past  winter  by  reason  of  the  removal  into  the 
more  limited  quarters  of  the  Gymnasium,  so  that  the  har- 
vest gathered  to-day  may  seem  comparatively  small,  but 
the  interest  of  our  active  members  has  continued,  and  much 
good  work  is  the  result.  The  Union  stands  to  elevate,  to 
protect,  or,  in  one  word,  to  educate,  agreeing  with  the  phil- 
osopher that  "  education  is  to  unfold  nature,  to  strengthen 
good  and  conquer  evil,  to  give  self-help." 

Faith,  hope  and  enthusiasm  are  our  watchwords.  We 
realize  that  the  completion  of  the  most  important  under- 
taking of  the  Union's  life  depends  upon  the  courage,  faith- 
fulness and  generosity  of  workers,  members  and  friends. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 

President, 


REPORT    OF    THE    SECRETARY. 


The  ninth  year  has  been  eventful  in  the  history  of  the 
Union.  We  have  seen  the  building,  which  has  been  our 
home  for  seven  years,  torn  down  and  a  new  and  much 
larger  structure  take  its  place. 

The  Gymnasium,  which  has  served  as  office,  lecture- 
room,  class-room,  reception  hall,  library  and  reading-room 
during  the  past  year,  has  been  a  busy  place.  The  limited 
quarters  made  it  necessary  to  drop  much  of  the  work  done 
hitherto  by  the  Domestic  Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical 
Culture,  and  Educational  Committees ;  but  the  labors  of 
the  other  departments  have  gone  on  as  usual,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  the  Philanthropic  Committee,  under 
our  own  roof ;  that  has  been  carried  on  effectively  at  the 
Fitch  Institute. 

In  September,  1892,  it  was  decided  to  establish  a  new 
department  to  be  called  the  Agency  of  Direction,  the 
duties  of  which  would  be  to  furnish  information  in  regard 
to  schools,  and  boarding  and  lodging  places  for  women, 
and  which  would  form  a  sub-committee  of  the  Reception 
Committee. 

The  Union  has  again  been  brought  prominently  before 
not  only  the  citizens  of  the  State,  but  those  of  the  country 
at  large,  by  its  success  in  securing  a  change  in  the  law 
effecting  the  guardianship  of  children,  and  has  thus  shown 
the  power  of  persistent  but  quiet  effort. 

It  may  be  said  here  that  this  object  had  long  been 
attempted  in  vain  by  others. 

The  business  meetings  of  the  Directors  have  been  held 
the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month,  with  ^n  average  atten- 
dance of  20 J;  these  figures  show  a  steady  increase  each  year. 
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At  the  annual  election  held  May  3,  1892,  nine  of  the 
twelve  Directors,  whose  terms  of  office  had  then  expired, 
were  re-elected.  The  three  new  Directors  chosen  were 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore,  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle  and  Miss  Ada  M. 
Kenyon.  There  has  been  but  one  Special  Meeting,  that 
called  for  May  10,  1892,  when  the  report  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Election  was  received,  and  the  following  officers  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year  : 


President 

First  Vice-President,  . 
Second  Vice-President, 
Third  Vice-President, 
Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer,    .... 


Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 
Mrs.  Benjamin  H.  Williams. 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton. 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin. 
Mrs.  EUie  J.  Shepard. 
Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin. 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill. 


At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  year,  held  Tuesday, 
May  2,  1893,  the  resignations  of  Mrs.  George  Howard 
Lewis  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bryant,  as  Directors,  were  received 
and  accepted  with  sincere  regret.  According  to  Article  XIII 
of  the  Constitution,  these  vacancies  could  not  be  filled  till 
the  June  meeting. 

The  Union  has  a  membership  of  600,  the  loss  of  236  as 
compared  with  last  year  being  due  to  the  temporary  sus- 
pension of  many  of  the  classes  in  the  Hygiene  and  Physical 
Culture,  Educational,  and  Domestic  Training  Departments. 

The  number  of  registered  visitors  although  very  small — 
being  only  69,  represents  thirteen  states  and  two  foreign 
countries. 

Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis  continues  to  perform  the 
duties  of  Superintendent  faithfully  and  effectively. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT   OF  THE   TREASURER. 


WOMEN'S  EDUCATIONAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  UNION 

IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 

JENNIE  RUMRILL.    Treasurer, 

General  Fund — Expenditures, 
May  I.  1893. 
To   Printing,   Advertising,    Postage,   Stationery, 


Bills  for  Work,  etc., 

I496.92 

Superintendent  s  Salary, 

480.00 

Janitor's  Salary, 

4S0.00 

Buffalo  Gas  Company, 

44.32 

Natural  Gas  Bills, 

6g.oo 

Insurance, 

96.55 

Water,      . 

12.32 

Local  Taxes,     . 

1.95 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee 

13.77 

Social  Affairs  Committee, 

19.23 

Domestic  Training  Committee, 

13.21 

Literary  and  Musical  Committee, 

15.00 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committ 

ee. 

220.81 

Educational  Committee, 

175.57 

Protective  Committee, 

22.75 

Practical  Philanthropy  Committee, 

2.20 

Library  Committee,    . 

34.48 
$2,198.08 

May  I,  1893,  Cash  on  hand, 

287.35 

Building  Fund. 

♦2,485.43 

May  I,  1892,  Cash  on  hand, $13,904.25 

Donations  during  the  year, 

11,125.62 

$25/>29.87 

Bills  paid  on  Building 22,600.00 

May  I,  1893,  In  Treasury,     . 

• 

• 

• 

$2,429.87 

•7 


Art  Fund. 


May  I,  1892,  In  Treasury,     . 

. 

. 

•31.98 

Interest,  ..... 

. 

1.78 

May  I,  1893.  In  Treasury,     .... 

_33.76 

May  1, 1892.            General  Fund— i?^r^i>/j 

By  Cash  on  hand,      ..... 

$161.87 

May  I,  1893. 

By  .\nnual  Membership 

$563.00 

Sustaining  Membership, 

510.00 

Cash  Donations, 

174.00 

Rent  of  Studios, 

76.50 

Interest  of  Permanent  Fund 

55.48 

Ripley  Book  Fund. 

.50 

Library  Committee, 

.45 

Protective  Committee, 

62.59 

Domestic  Training  Committee, 

20.40 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee, 

5.91 

Social  Affairs  Committee, 

.70 

Philanthropy  Committee, 

1.50 

Educational  Committee, 

203.25 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee, 

140.28 

Literary  and  Musical  Committee,  . 

9.00 

trom  Permanent  Fund. 

. 

500.00 

Permanent  Fund. 
May  1, 1892,  Cash  on  hand,        .... 
By  Life  Membership.     . 

Paid  into  General  Fund, 

May  I,  1893,  In  Treasury, 

May  2,  1893,  The  Bequest  of  Mrs.  Helen  A.  Whiting. 


$2.323-56 
$2,485.43 

$800.00 
350.00 

$1,150.00 
500.00 

$    650.00 
1,000.00 


Piano  Fund. 

May  I,  1892,  In  Treasury $88.15 

Interest,        .  .  .         .  5.30 

May  I,  1893,  In  Treasury, $  93-45 

Examined  and  approved. 

HARRIET  A.  TOW^ifSEND,  Auditor. 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANXE. 


The  Finance  Committee  reports,  as  the  event  of  the  year, 
the  receipt  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  executor  of 
the  estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Helen  A.  Whiting.  This  is  our 
first  bequest.  Mrs.  Whiting  was  a  loyal  friend  of  the 
Union  from  the  beginning,  and  for  many  years  a  sustaining 
member. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  Daniel  S.  Ingalls,  of  Springville, 
N.  Y.,  the  Union  is  named  as  residuary  legatee.  The  will 
is  at  present  being  contested  in  the  Surrogate's  Court,  and 
at  this  date  it  is  impossible  to  predict  the  result. 

Cash  donations  to  the  fuel  fund  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  dollars,  six  tons  of  chestnut  coal,  and  all 
the  oil  required,  have  been  cheerfully  given.  Donations  to 
the  Building  Fund  have  been  generous.  A  full  report  will 
be  given  when  the  new  building  is  completed. 

The  amount  of  cash  donations  to  the  General  Fund  will 
be  reported  by  the  Treasurer. 

There  is  an  increase  of  seven  in  the  number  of  life  mem- 
bers, making  twenty-seven  in  all. 

A  complete  record  of  gifts  to  the  Union  is  kept  by  the 
Treasurer  and  Superintendent,  and  all  are  promptly  ac- 
knowledged. It  is  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  a 
majority  of  our  contributors,  that  names  and  amounts  are 
not  published. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND. 

CAairmam. 


COMMITTEE  ON  SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 


The  Annual  Fall  Reception  was  held  October  21st,  with 
a  very  good  attendance  Every  one  was  happy  over  the 
bright  prospects  of  the  new  building.  Refreshments  were 
served  from  5  to  8  p.  m. 

March  i6th  the  Directors  gave  a  luncheon  to  all  the  com- 
mittees. Luncheon  was  served  from  i  to  3,  p.  m.  after  which 
Mrs.  Townsend  gave  a  short  talk  on  Union  matters,  and 
expressed  a  desire  that  every  member  should  assist  in  rais- 
ing the  money  necessary  to  dedicate  the  building  free  of 
debt. 

The  Annual  Election  was  held  May  2d,  when  refresh- 
ments were  served  from  12  to  7  p.  m. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

De  ette  e.  kenyon, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  EMPLOYMENT. 


Our  Union  bee  hive  has  been  constantly  full,  at  times 
almost  overcrowded,  but  we  have  managed  to  find  place 
for  most  of  our  work. 

This  department  has  now  closed  another  successful  year. 
In  our  limited  quarters  we  have  been  able  to  extend  a  help- 
ing hand,  and  with  words  of  encouragement  brighten  the 
hopes  of  the  needy  and  discouraged  ones  who  came  for 
help. 
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There  must  be  a  bright  out-look  for  all  the  Union  work 
in  the  future,  if  so  much  could  be  accomplished  in  this 
small  space.  Think  of  the  future  possibilities  in  the  new 
Union  ! 

The  Employment  Committee  furnished  a  report  for  the 
World's  Fair,  of  women  and  girls  employed  in  factories, 
with  average  ages  and  salaries. 

We  find  the  list  of  fraudulent  firms  invaluable  in  our 
line  of  work.  We  have  had  occasion  several  times  during 
the  year,  to  apply  to  our  Mother  Union  in  Boston  for 
information  on  this  subject,  which  is  always  furnished 
promptly  and  kindly. 

Applications  from  employees  always  receive  immediate 
attention 

We  also  report  three  permanent  homes  found  for  girls 
from  12  to  14  years  old. 

The  Mending  Department  remains  in  statu  quo.  There 
was  no  room  in  the  Gymnasium  for  the  work. 

Circulars  describing  our  work  have  been  freely  circulated. 
We  have  done  some  philanthropic  work  as  the  need  came 
under  the  observation  of  some  members  of  the  Committee. 
We  are  always  glad  to  co-operate  with  the  Philanthropic 
Department.  This  Committee  also  reports  supervision  of 
work  for  Mrs.  Merchant,  two  days  in  the  month,  dating 
since  November,  at  the  Charity  Organization. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  work  during  the  year  is 
744.     The  number  given  employment  is  541. 

The  Employment  Bureau  finds  positions  for  book-keepers, 
stenographers,  telegraphers,  copyists,  clerks,  governesses, 
matrons,  nurses,  house-keepers,  seamstresses,  dressmakers, 
and  laundresses.  Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  CODD.  Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 


Few  greater  discoveries  for  the  benefit  of  humanity  have 
there  been  than  Miss  Emily  Huntington's  discovery  of  the 
Kitchen  Garden  idea  in  1877.  The  voyage  that  led  Miss 
Huntington  to  this  discovery  was  through  a  mission  school 
in  New  York,  where  she  had  ample  opportunity  to  see  the 
results  of  ignorance  and  wastefulness  in  house-keeping  and 
home-making.  She  developed  a  course  of  interesting  les- 
sons and  songs  for  teaching  young  girls  bouse-work  with 
miniature  utensils.  Miss  Huntington  interested  many 
people  of  wealth  and  influence  in  her  new  idea,  and  in  1880 
they  formed  the  New  York  Kitchen  Garden  Association. 

In  1884  this  association  enlarged  into  the  Industrial 
Educational  Association  of  New  York,  the  crowning  work 
of  which  was  the  establishment  in  1887  of  The  New  York 
Training  School  for  Teachers.  The  idea  was  quickly 
taken  up  in  other  cities  and  even  abroad.  And  to-day  the 
Kitchen  Gardens  of  the  country  may  be  counted  by  scores, 
if  not  by  hundreds,  and  we  have  a  very  interesting  and 
helpful  literature  on  the  subject  of  Industrial  Education. 

The  Union  Kitchen  Garden  has  been  suspended  during 
the  past  year,  owing  to  lack  of  room,  but  the  Cold  Springs 
Branch  has  been  continued  successfully,  thanks  to  the 
genius  of  Miss  Simons  in. teaching  and  directing.  Many 
of  the  teachers  went  across  the  city  every  Saturday  in  rain 
and  snow  in  order  to  keep  their  engagement  with  their 
little  Kitchen  Garden  friends. 

Three  other  Kitchen  Gardens  have  been  started  in  the 
city  this  winter ;  although  not  connected  with  the  Union, 
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we  may  truthfully  say  that  they  are  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Union  Kitchen  Garden,  and  each  school  is  represented  on 
our  Committee.  Mrs.  Stephen  Walker  has  conducted  a 
Kitchen  Garden  at  St.  Paul's  Church.  Miss  Grein  has 
taught  an  older  class  of  girls  on  Canal  street.  Fifteen 
ladies  of  the  Prospect  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  under  the 
efficient  leadership  of  Mrs.  Chivers,  have  had  a  fine  school 
on  Fifth  street.  A  generous  gentleman  furnished  funds 
for  a  very  complete  set  of  utensils.  At  first  the  mothers 
in  the  neighborhood  refused  to  allow  their  daughters  to 
attend  the  school  lest  they  "  be  taught  to  be  servants,"  but 
a  better  understanding  of  the  work  brought  a  good  number 
of  enthusiastic  pupils. 

The  Kitchen  Garden  is  really  a  simplification  of  domes- 
tic science.  It  is  intended  to  teach  the  simplest  methods 
of  good  housekeeping,  and  to  show  our  pupils  that  the  art 
of  home-making  is  one  of  the  noblest  trusts  necessary  on 
earth.  Of  course  the  girl  who  is  fitted  to  serve  in  her  awn 
home  is  also  competent  to  help  another  woman  make  her 
home  more  perfect. 

The  domestic  problem  is  one  of  the  gravest  that  con- 
fronts us,  it  is  not  only  domestic  but  philanthropic,  social 
and  economic  as  well ;  newspapers  and  magazines  are  full 
of  able  articles  upon  different  phases  of  the  subject,  and 
one  writer  in  the  New  England  Magazine  has  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  historical  aspect  of  domestic  service. 
As  in  other  economics  the  question  is  largely  one  of  supply 
and  demand  ;  we  hear  of  the  thousands  of  "  superfluous 
women,"  of  the  hardships  of  factory  and  shop  girls,  of  the 
oppression  of  the  "  sweating  system,"  and  yet  good  homes 
are  awaiting  these  women  if  matters  can  be  adjusted. 
First  of  all  we  must  change  the  sentiment  regarding  house- 
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work,  we  must  not  be  willing  to  admit  that  the  service 
that  is  the  very  foundation  of  a  well-ordered  home  is 
menial  and  degrading.  Women  are  ready  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  each 'other,  but  we  must  learn  to  reach  ou/ and  not 
(/o7vn.  We  must  create  conditions  by  which  it  will  be 
possible  for  women,  who  really  prefer  to  make  house-work 
their  profession,  to  do  so  without  feeling  that  thereby  they 
lose  forever  their  social  standing. 

Schools  like  our  fine  new  Domestic  Training  School  will 
help  greatly  by  showing  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
domestic  service. 

Our  Kitchen  Gardens  help  also  in  many  ways  ;  there  we 
teach  our  little  women  that  there  is  all  the  difference  in  the 
world  between  work  badly  done  and  work  well  done,  and 
that  along  the  line  of  work  well  done  lie  promotion  and 
moral  development. 

We  hope  next  year  to  invite  you  all  to  our  new  Kitchen 
Garden  in  the  perfect  rooms  of  the  Training  School.  We 
hope  to  have  one  paid  teacher  who  will  be  in  charge  on 
Saturdays;  entire  volunteer  labor  is  too  much  to  expect. 
I  want  to  leave  the  thought  fresh  in  your  minds  that  any- 
one who  has  not  time  to  teach,  will  perform  a  grateful  act 
by  supplying  the  small  sum  necessary  to  pay  this  teacher, 
men  by  no  means  being  debarred  from  the  privilege. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  P.  BULL. 

CAairman, 


COMMITTEE  ON    HYGIENE  AND    PHYSICAL 
CULTURE. 


The  work  of  this  Committee  during  the  past  year  has 
contracted,  rather  than  increased,  and  as  a  consequence  we 
have  but  a  short  report  to  make.  The  tearing  down  of  the 
old  building  made  it  necessary  for  all  the  work  of  the 
Union  to  be  done  in  the  quarters  formerly  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  physical  training,  and  we  were  able  to  use  the  room 
for  gymnasium  classes  but  two  afternoons  in  the  week,  and 
the  Monday  afternoon  Hygiene  lectures,  which  have  so  long 
been  a  feature  of  the  work  of  this  Committee,  were  this  year 
limited  to  one  each  month.  These  lectures  were  quite  well 
attended  and  were  on  topics  of  special  interest.  The  open- 
ing lecture  was  given  by  Dr.  C.  G.  Stockton  on  November 
14th;  he  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  "What  Constitutes 
Health  and  Disease."  The  December  lecture  was  omitted 
and  the  January  lecture — an  illustrated  lecture  on  "  What 
Modern  Surgery  has  done  for  Woman  and  Children  '* — was 
given  by  Dr.  De  Witt  G.  Wilcox.  An  appliance  to  be  used 
in  the  throat  in  cases  of  diphtheria  in  young  children  was 
of  special  interest,  illustrating  the  possibility  of  overcoming 
this  dread  disease  which  formerly  was  almost  certain  to 
terminate  fatally  in  children  under  three  months  of  age. 
Dr.  Mary  Green  gave  a  lecture  in  January  or  •*  Heredity." 
Dr.  Green  is  a  young  physician,  but  showed  herself  mistress 
of  the  subject  which  she  presented.  Dr.  Pryor's  lecture  on 
"  Coughs  and  Cotds  "  came  at  a  most  opportune  s^son — 
February  13th — and  was  a  familiar,  instructive  talk  on 
causes  and  cures  of  throat  and  lung  diseases.  It  was  so 
well  received  that  Dr.  Pryor  has  been  asked  to  repeat  it 
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next  season.  On  March  13th  Dr.  Putnam,  one  of  our 
favorite  speakers,  gave  a  lecture  on  '*  Headaches  and  Their 
Treatment"  in  children  and  adults. 

Last  year,  at  the  close  of  Dr.  Sarah  Morris'  "  Talks  to 
Young  Women  "  which  have  become  so  popnlar  that  they 
are  recognized  as  a  regular  part  of  the  Hygiene  and 
Physical  Culture  work,  she  was  asked  to  repeat  them,  but 
as  her  time  was  fully  occupied  she  was  obliged  to  decline, 
promising,  however,  that  she  would  do  so  another  year. 
The  young  women  held  her  to  her  promise,  and  early  in  the 
year  she  began  a  course  of  four  lectures.  The  admission 
was  free,  and  each  Wednesday  evening  the  room  was 
crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  young  women.  At  the 
third  lecture  a  petition  was  presented  to  Dr.  Morris  and  to 
the  Committee,  asking  that  two  more  lectures  be  given,  and 
to  this  request  Dr.  Morris  kindly  acceded.  At  these  lec- 
tures nearly  every  young  woman,  to  show  her  appreciation 
of  this  privelege,  contributed  a  small  amount,  and  the  sum 
realized  was  $26.10. 

At  the  closing  lecture  Dr.  Morris  presented  to  each  one 
present  a  dainty  souvenir,  consisting  of  a  tasteful  card 
headed  "Crown  Jewels  for  personal  Adornment,"  and 
below  was  printed  those  wonderful  words  of  Paul  beginning 
"  Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels 
and  have  -not  charity."  The  subject  of  this  lecture  was 
**  The  Responsibilities  of  Young  Womanhood,"  and  using 
the  card  for  a  text,  Dr.  Morris  gave  a  lecture  that  was  of 
the  greatest  possible  value  to  young  women  on  the  thres- 
hold of  life. 

A  course  of  four  lectures,  under  the  suspices  of  this 
Committee,  was  given  during  the  winter  at  the  Fifth  Street 
Mission  Chapel.  Dr.  Morris  gave  this  course  also,  and  the 
lectures  were  practical,  common-sense  talks  to  wives   and 
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mothers  on  personal  hygiene,  the  care  of  their  homes,  their 
children,  etc. 

Gymnasium. 

Our  Gymnasium  classes  this  winter,  have  been  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  Adele  Ripont,  a  graduate  from  the  Emerson 
School  of  Physical  Culture  in  Boston,  As  the  room  was 
available  but  two  afternoons  each  week  for  classes,  and  as 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  using  any  of  the  apparatus, 
the  lessons  have  been  confined  to  free  movements,  but 
these  movements  embody  all  exercises  necessary  for  the 
development  of  the  body  and  for  preserving  health.  While 
apparatus  has  its  advantages  for  special  cases,  and  for 
under-development,  yet  free  gymnastics  pursued  under  the 
direction  of  a  competent  teacher,  are  sufficient  to  produce 
the  firmness  and  strength  which  shall  be  equal  to  all  the 
demands  labor  may  make  upon  them. 

The  gain  in  general  health,  the  expansion  of  the  chest, 
the  ordering  of  the  internal  economy,  the  right  use  of  the 
muscles,  the  correct  bearing  of  the  body's  weight,  all  these 
and  more  have  been  the  results  to  the  pupils  of  Miss 
Ripont's  conscientious  and  enlightened  teaching,  and  while 
the  classes  have  not  been  large,  yet  perhaps  the  benefit  to 
the  pupil  has  been  greater. 

It  is  now  a  recognized  fact  that  gymnastic  exercise,  and 
that  of  an  intelligent  kind,  is  a  necessary  part  of  a  girl's 
education,  and  we  hope  that  another  year,  with  our  in- 
creased facilities  for  work,  we  shall  be  able  to  have  classes 
every  working  day  in  the  year. 

The  Committee  extends  its  thanks  to  the  physicians  who 
have  kindly  given  their  time  and  services,  and  'to  those 
who  have  in  any  way  assisted  in  this  branch  of  the  Union's 
work.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  FLINT  WADE,  Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PHILANTHROPY. 


This  Committee  has  general  charge  of  all  matters  per- 
taining to  practical  philanthropy,  which  includes  visiting 
and  caring  for  the  sick,  to-day  to  give  to  the  troubled  and 
perplexed  mind  the  word  of  sympathy  and  advice  that 
will  help  and  strengthen  in  the  battle  of  life ;  to-morrow 
to  clothe  and  feed  the  needy,  anon  to  act  the  part  of  oil 
upon  the  troubled  waters  of  domestic  infelicity ;  and  an- 
other time  to  lift  the  erring  and  encourage  them  to  new- 
ness of  life;  a//. these  are  privileges  of  this  Committee. 
"  There  is  nothing  which  helps  us  to  feel  that  our  lives  have 
been  worth  living,  so  much  as  the  consciousness  that  we 
have  helped  some  other  soul  to  fill  its  destiny." 

Some  months  ago  the  case  of  a  dying  woman,  who  was 
anxious  to  see  her  child  who  had  been  adopted  and  gone 
to  another  place  to  live,  was  reported  tcr  the  Union.  Influ- 
ence was  used  which  ended  in  gratifying  the  desire  of  the 
mother.  "  Kindness  and  human  fellowship  will  unbolt  and 
unbar  where  all  other  forces  will  clamor  in  vain."  This 
has  been  found  truthful  oftentimes  in  our  work  ;  a  little 
kindness  has  unbarred  the  door,  and  let  us  into  the  secret 
places  of  the  life,  and  thus  has  given  the  power  to  help  and 
comfort  that  we  could  not  otherwise  have  obtained.  Hav- 
ing no  room  in  which  to  carry  on  the  work  of  this  Commit- 
tee in  this  building  the  past  winter,  a  room  was  given  for 
our  use  in  the  Fitch  Institute.  This  room  has  been  kept 
open  two  hours  a  day,  on  three  days  of  the  week,  when 
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members  of  the  Committee  have  been  present  to  attend  to 
all  cases  that  have  been  presented.  During  the  year  sev- 
enty-five cases,  numbering  two  hundred  and  seventy  per- 
sons, were  cared  for  in  various  ways.  Three  hundred  and 
fifty- two  pounds  of  provisions  were  given  away,  and  in 
addition  a  score  of  baskets  full  of  provisions  were  given 
by  individual  members.  Eour  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
garments,  and  twenty  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes,  for  men, 
women  and  children  were  also  distributed. 

Donations  of  five  hundred  articles  of  clothing,  and  six 
hundred  pounds  of  provisions,  enabled  us  to  carry  on  the 
work  we  have  been  doing.  Railroad  tickets  were  given  to 
ten  persons  to  enable  them  to  go  to  different  places,  where 
their  condition  would  be  bettered.  Medical  attendance 
and  nurses  have  been  furnished  in  a  number  of  cases. 
Gifts  of  coal  and  wood,  and  several  small  sums  of  money, 
were  received.  The  money  in  most  cases  was  used  to  help 
pay  rent.  One  man,  dying  with  consumption,  and  having 
a  sick  wife,  would  have  been  put  out  of  his  poor  little 
home,  but  for  the  influence  of  a  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Charity  Organization  has  been  of  great  assistance 
in  its  thorough  investigation  of  cases. 

SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE   ON    EDUCATION. 


The  report  of  the  Educational  Committee  for  the  past 
year  will  be  brief.  In  our  limited  quarters  no  class- 
room was  found  available,  and  no  classes  were  formed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  one  in 
Stenography,  taught  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Blossom.  This  was 
discontinued  in  January. 

The  regular  coteries  and  several  lectures  have  been  held 
in  the  Gymnasium,  which  has  served  as  a  pleasant  lecture 
hall.  The  first  coterie  was  held  Monday,  November  7, 
for  which  Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris  prepared  and  read  a  paper 
on  "  Woman  as  a  Molder  of  Public  Opinion."  The  subject 
of  "  Woman  as  a  Political  Factor  "  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
L.  C.  Fuller,  on  January  i6th.  February  6th,  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Rice  gave  a  paper  on  "  The  Legal  Status  of  Woman." 

Miss  Rose  Clarke  arranged  the  programme  for  "  Artists' 
Day,"  which  was  set  down  in  the  Hand-Book  for  March 
6th.  For  this  a  paper  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  Adeline  Slicer 
and  read  by  Mrs.  Moot,  in  which  the  subject  for  discussion 
presented  was,  "  Is  it  Advisable  for  One  who  has  no  Par- 
ticular Talent  to  Study  Art  ?  " 

The  last  coterie  was  held  April  3d.  Mrs.  Henry  Lyon 
prepared  the  paper  and  took  charge  of  the  discussion  on 
"  What  Education  will  best  fit  Woman  for  the  Duties  of 
Life." 

A  new  method  of  prepared  discussion  was  adopted  this 
year,  by  which  the  most  important  points  in  the  several 
papers  were  more  fully  brought  out  by  ladies  who  were 
asked  to  specially  consider  them.    Time  was  also  given  for 
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general  discussion.  To  those  ladies  who  have  kindly 
given  their  aid  to  make  these  coteries  interesting  and  suc- 
cessful, the  Committee  wishes  to  express  its  thanks. 

Four  lectures,  for  which  an  admission  fee  was  charged, 
have  been  given  during  the  year.  December  5th,  Miss 
Anna  Letchworth,  who  was  at  one  time  a  Union  Director, 
gave  us  a  glimpse  of  "  Some  By-Paths  of  European  Travel." 
December  30th,  Mr.  Arthur  Kaiser,  a  lecturer  in  the 
Chicago  University  Extension  Committee,  gave  a  paper  on 
•*  Columbus  and  his  American  Discoveries."  In  January, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Orr  Williams,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  gave  two 
lectures  on  "Art  Pottery."  These  lectures  were  given  in 
the  Natural  Science  Lecture  Hall,  which  was  kindly  given 
for  our  use.  At  the  lecture  held  Thursday,  January  26th, 
Mrs.  Williams  spoke  of  **  Mediaeval  and  Renaissance  Art,*' 
and  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  January  27th,  "  Modern 
Pottery "  was  the  subject  presented.  Mrs.  Williams 
brought  many  valuable  specimens  with  her.  Others  were 
kindly  loaned  by  different  members  of  the  Union,  and  lor 
the  second  lecture  we  had  some  of  the  valuable  Riggs  Col- 
lection of  Ancient  American  Pottery,  now  in  the  Natural 
Science  Rooms. 

On  the  evening  of  February  27th,  Mr.  John  Francis 
Waters,  M.  A.,  of  Ottawa,  Canada,  gave  a  lecture  on 
"  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  ;  Illustrated  from  His  Writings." 
With  this  our  lecture  season  closed. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  gift  from  Mr. 
McMichael  of  twenty-five  fine  photographs  of  the  old 
Union  Building.  These  have  been  sold  as  souvenirs, 
which,  as  time  goes  by,  will  become  more  and  more  dear 
to  those  who  have  worked  together  under  the  sheltering 
roof  of  the  historic  old  building.     Mrs.  Emily  B.  Alward. 
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a  representative  of  the  honored  family  who  built  and  occu- 
pied it  for  so  many  years,  prepared  for  us  a  short  sketch  of 
its  history.  This  we  have  had  printed  on  convenient  slips 
to  accompany  each  picture. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  were  $203.25,  and  the  expenses 
$i7S-57»  leaving  a  balance  of  $27.68. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE  STONEMAN  WILLIAMS, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PROTECTION. 


More  than  any  preceding  year,  the  one  just  ended  shows 
the  result  of  united  and  persistent  effort  to  establish  the 
principles  of  right  and  justice  to  the  working  women  of 
our  city. 

The  records  have  shown  a  greater  number  of  cases  and 
claims,  amounting  to  a  much  larger  sum,  but  never  before 
has  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  claims  been  collected  nor 
so  large  a  proportion  of  the  cases  been  settled.  From  the 
divorce  case  to  the  broken  dish  of  the  kitchen  girl,  in  every 
calling  where  woman  earns  her  bread,  we  must  collect  her 
wages,  and  settle  disputes  as  to  the  same  with  her  employer. 
Each  year  the  work  is  marked  by  some  one  class  of  cases 
more  conspicuous  or  more  aggravating  than  the  rest,  upon 
which  we  must  focus  all  our  energies. 

We  have  no  longer  cases  against  those  loan  associations 
which  for  years  extorted  from  100  per  cent,  to  200  per 
cent,  interest  on  small  sums  loaned  to  the  poor,  selling 
their  furniture  if  these  payments  ceased. 
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Tailors  and  cheap  boarding-house  keepers  whose  names 
became  familiar  as  perpetual  defendants,  dropped  from  our 
books,  after  the  clause  relating  to  Domestic  Service  was 
incorporated  into  the  city  charter. 

During  the  past  year  far  too  large  a  number  of  claims 
have  been  for  dress-making.  Investigation  shows  that  the 
majority  of  these  are  girls  who  sew  in  shops,  and  whose 
employers  are  unable  to  meet  their  expenses,  because  their 
patrons  do  not  pay  promptly  for  their  work.  We  have 
offered  to  collect  from  the  patrons,  but  that  has  naturally 
been  refused  for  fear  of  losing  custom. 

Dress-making  bills  amounting  to  $258.37  have  been  pre- 
sented during  the  year,  only  a  small  part  of  which  has  yet 
been  paid. 

The  abstract  of  laws  prepared  by  Mrs.  E.  R.  Rice  called 
the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  injustice  of  the 
Guardianship  Law  of  New  York  State,  and  in  December 
it  was  voted  to  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Directors  that 
a  bill  be  moved  at  once,  making  husband  and  wife  equal 
guardians  of  their  children.  The  bill  was  prepared  by 
Mr.  Frank  M.  Loomis,  presented  in  the  Assembly  by  Hon. 
Edward  Gallagher,  and  in  the  Senate  by  Hon.  J.  A.  Cantor, 
passed  both  houses  without  a  negative  vote,  and  was  signed 
by  Gov.  Flower  March  2  2d.  If  women  in  other  cities, 
whose  attention  and  time  is  so  diversely  claimed,  would 
concentrate  their  efforts,  they  might  do  for  their  localities 
and  for  their  States  what  the  Women's  Union  of  Buffalo 
is  doing  in  New  York. 

To  one  who  watches  the  course  of  progress  as  a  whole, 
this  department  alone  has  proven  the  value  of  organization 
to  secure  reform. 
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We  often  hear  the  complaint :  "You  are  making  the  girls 
so  independent."  Yes,  that  is  what  we  are  trying  to  do, 
for  with  independence  comes  self-respect,  and  with  self- 
respect,  respect  for  labor.  Why  should  they  not  be  inde- 
pendent ?  "  The  best  grace  before  meat,  is  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  earned  it." 

All  house-keepers  recognize  the  fact  that  sometimes  ser- 
vants do  not  perform  the  work  for  which  they  receive  pay, 
or  else  perform  it  very  badly  ;  but  they  also  recognize  the 
fact  that  "  the  old  family  servant "  belongs  to  the  past,  and 
that  the  relation  now  existing  between  mistress  and  maid, 
is  a  purely  commercial  one. 

The  domestic  grievances  about  which  we  hear  such  an 
outcry,  are  the  result  of  the  changing  and  uplifting  of  our 
social  system,  and  the  independence  of  our  help  is  the  con- 
sequence of  education  and  progress.  When  the  mistress 
knows  how  to  put  her  own  hand  to  the  task  she  sets  her 
maid,  and  can  serve  as  well  as  rule ;  when  all  will  demand 
skilled  labor  for  the  highest  wages  and  will  accept  no  other, 
then  will  the  better  class  of  girls  respect  domestic  service 
and  acknowledge  that  true  superiority  which  their  employ- 
ers shall  deserve. 

Of  the  141  cases  taken  during  the  year,  130  have  been 
settled. 

Of  the  claims  amounting  to  $1,758.57,  $931.39  have  been 
collected,  making  the  total  amount  collected  by  the  De- 
partment, $8,531.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARRIE  A.  V.  MOOT. 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE  ON  LITERARY  AND  MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


In  presenting  this,  the  ninth  annual  report  of  this  Com- 
mittee, we  fully  realize  the  growth  and  strength  of  the 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union.  Yet  as  the 
years  multiply,  and  the  work  so  well  done  goes  to  make 
up  our  history,  the  particular  work  of  this  Committee  has 
thus  far  admitted  of  but  little  variation,  owing  to  want  of 
audience  room  and  our  very  meagre  stage  facilities. 

The  season  begun  November  14,  1892,  closing  April  17, 
1893,  was  a  most  successful  one.  In  addition  to  the  six 
regular  entertainments  given  monthly,  a  seventh  was  given, 
called  the  Christmas  number,  for  which  an  unusually  fine 
program  was  presented.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  speak  of 
December  as  having  been  a  red-letter  month,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  two  excellent  entertainments,  for,  besides  the 
one  already  noted,  early  in  the  month  we  enjoyed  not 
only  a  musical  treat,  but  a  most  interesting  talk  on  Louisa 
— Prussia's  dearly  loved  queen — whose  death  occurred  in 
1 8 10.  Every  incident  of  this  story  was  so  well  told,  that 
the  blending  was  like  that  of  a  fine  mosaic. 

In  fact  each  and  every  one  of  these  free  entertainments 
has  been  most  excellent,  and  so  well  attended  that  all 
available  space  was  occupied,  and  standing  room  on  the 
stair- way  seemed  even  to  be  at  a  premium,  for  long  before 
the  hour  for  an  imagmary  curtain  to  rise  every  seat  was 
occupied.  It  is  almost  needless  to  add  that  these  feasts  of 
music  and  elocution  were  greatly  enjoyed. 
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The  Union  had  but  one  room  to  offer  us,  yet  we  were 
not  discouraged,  for  had  we  not  often  looked  with  secret 
longing  to  the  coveted  gymnasium,  and  wished  we  only 
could  hold  our  entertainments  there  ? 

Yet  that  has  been  outgrown  ;  and  the  Hall,  which  once 
seemed  as  a  dream,  is  before  us ;  inspiring  us  to  greater 
work  in  a  very  near  future. 

This  Committee  thanks  most  heartily  all  who  have 
kindly  and  cheerfully  aided  us,  by  contributing  both  time 
and  talents  to  make  the  seven  evenings  before  mentioned 
full  of  pleasure  to  those  in  attendance.  We  must  also 
thank  the  Press  for  continuing  its  many  courtesies. 

In  leaving  you  for  a  few  short  months,  we  fully  recognize 
the  many  possibilities  which  the  Hall  will  afford  us,  and 
trust  that  our  many  friends,  not  only  of  this  Committee 
but  of  our  beloved  Union  as  well,  will  aid  us  in  giving  you 
next  season  many  pleasant  surprises. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  MONIER  FISKE, 
Chairman. 


List  of  Entertainments. 

November  14,  1892.     Arranged  by  Miss  E.  L.  Treat  and 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Walker : 

1.  Piano  Duets — 

a.  "Under  the  Linden  Tree." 

b,  "On  the  Rolling  Waves*'— If einricA   Hoffman— 

Mrs.  Stephen  Walker  and  Miss  Treat. 

2.  Song,   "Of   Thee   I'm   Thinking,  Margheurita "— Mr. 

Millard  S.  Burns. 
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3.  Recitation,  "Too  Late  for  the  Train  "—Mrs.  Charles 

Porter  Stevenson. 

4.  Piano  Duet,  "  La  Danza" — Mrs.  Walker  and  Miss  Treat. 

5.  Song,  "  Love's  Sorrow  *' — Mr.  Millard  S.  Burns. 

6.  Recitation,  "  Money  Musk,*'  with  music — Mrs.  Charles 

Porter  Stevenson. 

7.  Piano  Solo,  "  Gavotte  Serenade  " — Miss  Treat. 

December  5, 1892.  Arranged  by  Miss  Anna  Maude  Hoxie: 

1.  Two  songs  from  "Child's  Garden  of  Verses" — Nevins 

— Miss  Hoxie. 

2.  Piano  Solos — 

a.  "  Serenata." 

b,  "  Mexican  Serenade" — Moszkowski — Mrs.  Richard 

Cushman. 

3.  A  Talk  on  "  Louisa  of  Prussia" — Miss  Hoxie 

4.  Piano  Solo,  Selected — Mrs.  Richard  Cushman. 

5.  Song,  "  Day  Dream  " — Strelczki — Miss  Hoxie. 

December  19,  1892  (Christmas  number).     Arranged  by 
Miss  Cornelia  Altman  : 

1.  Songs — 

a,  "Because" — F.  H,  Cowan,  » 

b,  "  Das  Gluck  im  Frums  '^-^Bona — Miss  Norwood. 

2.  Song,  Selected — Mr.  James  W.  Chatman. 

3.  Selections  by  Zither  Club — Messrs.  George  Stauber, 

Charles  Van  Leaven  and  William  Gushing,  Guitar. 

4.  Recitation,  Selections  from  Mrs.  Robert  Browning — 

Mrs.  Henry  Meech. 

5.  Piano  Solos — 

a.  "The  Two  \aZx\i%''—Seschitisky. 

b.  Waltz — Chopin — Miss  Hadcock. 
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6.  Whistling  Solo,  Selections  from    H.    Rowe   Shelby — 

Miss  Fargo. 

7.  Song,  "I  think  of  Thee "—^<^/— Mr.  C.  W.  Dempsey. 
Accompanists — Miss   Hill,    Miss   Newbrook    and   Mr. 

Handy. 

January  9,  1893.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  W.  D.  Worthington: 

1.  Piano  Solo,  Selected — Prof.  Riesberg. 

2.  Banjo  Solo,  Selected— Mr.  Willis  Hall. 

3.  Piano  Solo,  Selected — Miss  Esther  Gleason. 

4.  Recitation,  "  Good  Old  Times  *' — Charlie  Know. 

5.  Song,   ^' Lascia  Chio  Pianga" — Handel — Miss  F.  E. 

Hine. 

6.  Impersonation,  "  Dorothy  Peneroyal's  Courtship,"  and 

Clara  Louise  Kellogg  in  Opera — Mr.  G.  W.  Walker. 

7.  Song,  Selected — Mr.  E.  O.  Jaeger. 

8.  Drama,  "The  Bridal  Wine  Cup"— Bride,  Miss  Mary 

Dahany ;  Bridegroom,  Mr.  Wm.  Bort ;  Judge  Otis 
(Father  of  Bride),  Mr.  Wm.  Lutz ;  Guests,  Misses 
Taggert,  Stone,  Nehrbas  and  Mr.  Welch. 

9.  Cornet  Duet— Messrs.  H.  H.  Baker  and  W.  H.  Otis. 

10.  Song,  Selected — Miss  Margaret  E.  Campbell. 

11.  Recitation,  "Fugitive  Slave"— Mr.  Wm.  Welch. 

12.  Violin  Solo — Master  Alvin  Haynes. 

13.  Recitation,  "  The  Bashful  School  Boy's  Composition  on 

a  Hoss  " — Mr.  Walker. 

14.  Song,  "  Tit  for  Tat  "—Miss  Hine. 

15.  Greek  Poses — Miss  Kotting. 

16.  Song,  "  America,"  with  Piano  and  Cornet  Accompani- 

ment, in  which  the  audience  joined. 
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February  13,  1893.     Arranged  by  Miss  Carrie  Hazard 
and  Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover  : 

1.  Piano  Solos — 

a.  "Triumph." 

b.  *'  Twilight."— ^^z;^r/V. 

c.  "  The  Water  Sprite  "—Mr.  Earl  G.  Terry. 

2.  Recitation,  "  Bird's  Singing  "  Lesson  by  Sara  Rounds- 

Miss  Choate. 

3.  Song,  "  Indian  Love  Song" — DeKoven — Miss  M.  Ward. 

4.  Duet,  "Love's  Slave  Gavotte" — Schleffarth — Mandolin 

and  Banjo,  Messrs.  Stien  and  Kratzet. 

5.  Song,  "Wooing"—/.  B.  SMffzkf—Miss  Grace  Terry. 

6.  Pastorale  for  Violin — SingeUe — Miss  Dolly  Maertz. 

7.  Recitation,  "  Griggsby  Station  "— /.  Whitcomb  Riley-- 

Miss  Choate. 

8.  Song,  "  Happy  Days  "— *S'/re'///«>^i— Miss  Welch. 

9.  Piano  Duet,  "  Under  the  Linden  Tree  " — H.  Hoffman 

—Miss  Terry  and  Earl  G.  Terry. 

10.  Song,  "  Life's  Story  " — Jordan — Miss  Mary  Ward. 

11.  Recitation,  "  Maid  and  Martyr" — Miss  Choate. 

12.  Violin,  Mazurka — Bohme — Miss  Dolly  Maertz. 

13.  Song,  "  If  I  But  Knew  ''^Wilson  G.  Smith— U\ss  Welch. 

Accompanists — Miss  Ward  and  Mr.  Terry. 

March  13,  1893.     Arranged  by  Miss  Kate  V.  Albro. 

1.  Piano  Solo,  "  Polacca  "— ^^^«— Miss  Clara  Ball. 

2.  Recitation,  "Judie  O'Shea  sees  Hamlet*' — Miss  M.  Clark 

3.  Song,  "  Lovely  Spring  " — Miss  Lottie  Sherman. 

4.  Piano  Solo,  Selected — Miss  Anna  Grube. 

5.  Recitation — Miss  Alice  Ferguson. 

6.  Violin  Solo,  "  Flower  Song  "—Miss  Frank  Philbrook. 
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7.  Recitation,  "  Dusky  Philosophy  " — Miss  May  Clark. 

8.  Piano  Solo,  Fantasie  on  "  Der  Freischutz"— *9w/M — 

Miss  Edna  Rowell. 

9.  Violin  Solo — Miss  Philbrook. 

April  17,  1893.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske. 

1.  Piano  Duets — 

a.  "  On  the  Rolling  Waves  "— ^.  Hoffman, 

b,  "  Champagne  Gallop  " — Mrs.  Stephen  Walker  and 

Miss  Treat. 

2.  Recitation,  "  Miss  Malony  on  the  Chinese  Question  " — 

Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson. 

3.  Piano  Duet,  " Under  the  Linden  Tree" — Mrs.  Walker 

and  Miss  Treat. 

4.  Recitation,  "  Charlie  and  the  Possum  " — Harry  SHlwell 

Edwards — Miss  Hanks. 

5.  Song,  "  Celeste  " — Miss  Emma  Riebling. 

6.  Violin  Solo,  "  Boh^mene  " — Mr.  Allen  E,  Farr,  accom- 

panied by  Miss  Stahl. 

7.  Piano  Duets — 

a,  "Under  the  Balcony." 

b,  "  La  Danza  " — Mrs.  Walker  and  Miss  Treat. 

8.  Recitation,  "  Money  Musk  " — Miss  Hanks,  accompained 

on  the  Piano  by  Miss  Wood. 

9.  Song,  "I've  Something   Sweet  to  Tell  You"  —  Mrs. 

Charles  Porter  Stevenson. 
10.  Recitation,  "  Prince  Eric's  Chiests  Maid  " — Mrs.  Charles 
Porter  Stevenson. 


COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY. 


The  work  of  this  Committee  during  the  past  year  has 
been  merely  to  keep  an  oversight  of  the  books  in  the 
Library,  and  to  renew  subscriptions  to  periodicals.  The 
expense,  including  the   binding  of    magazines,  has  been 

$34.31- 

Thanks  are  due  the  proprietors  of  the  Buffalo  Courier^ 
Express^  Cofmnercial  and  Enquirer^  for  their  continued 
kindness. 

Several  donations  of  books  and  publications,  including 
Quips,  and  Our  Record,  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

EFFIE  H.  SHIELS. 

Secretary. 

List  of  the  Magazines  and   Papers  to  be   Found  in 
THE  Library. 

Art  Amateur,  Good  Hou^keeping, 

Art  Interchange,  Ladies'  Home  Journal, 

Magazine  of  American  History,  Far  and  Near, 

Current  Literature,  Poet  Lore, 

Cosmopolitan,  Buffalo  Courier, 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  Buffalo  Express, 

Scribner's  Magazine,  Buffalo  Commercial, 

Harper's  Magazine,  New  York  Sunday  Tribune, 

Harper's  Weekly,  Woman's  Journal, 

Century,  Woman's  Tribune 

St.  Nicholas,  Our  Record. 


REPORT  OF  KITCHEN  GARDEN  WORK  AT 
COLD  SPRINGS. 

Branch  of  Women's  Union  School. 


If  there  is  one  thing  prettier  than  a  garden  filled  with 
lovely  flowers,  it  is  a  room  bright  with  happy  children's 
faces.  All  through  the  winter  months  a  little  band  of 
gardeners  have  been  laboring  with  the  hope  that  they  might 
have  a  full  showing  of  blossoms  in  the  spring-time.  The 
garden  soil  was  of  varied  variety,  and  much  care  had  to  be 
exercised  in  order  that  it  might  all  become  productive. 
And  now,  as  the  gardeners  look  over  the  result  of  their 
labor,  they  feel  glad  and  satisfied,  that  so  many  of  the  seeds 
sown  have  taken  root,  and  have  grown  into  flowers  with 
happy  faces. 

The  minds  and  hearts  of  children  are  beautiful  gardens 
in  which  to  work,  and  if  the  gardener  is  patient  and 
loving  she  will  be  well  repaid  for  her  labor  by  the  good 
results. 

We  have  been  very  happy  at  the  Kitchen  Garden.  Sun- 
shine is  always  to  be  found  there,  and  that  is  the  reason  our 
little  plants  grow  so  well.  We  have  been  learning  to  be- 
come nice  little  housekeepers,  and  much  more  too  ;  we  have 
learned  to  be  thoughtful  of  others,  to  be  patient,  persever- 
ing and  cheerful ;  and,  most  of  all,  we  have  found  that  to 
be  happy  one  must  be  busy  ;  to  be  busy,  one  must  do  with 
the  whole  heart  the  task  at  hand. 
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We  have  tried  to  learn  our  lessons  well.  We  can  almost 
make  a  fire,  make  a  bed,  set  the  table,  or  do  the  washing  with 
our  eyes  closed,  so  often  have  we  rehearsed  these  duties ; 
yet  we  well  know  the  value  of  our  "  brijfht  eyes,"  and  I  think 
no  dirty  corners  or  cobwebs  will  be  found  in  our  homes. 
The  sheets  of  our  little  bed  in  use  are  marked  K.  G.— 
Kitchen  Garden.  One  of  our  teachers  ingeniously  applied 
the  initials  to  an  imaginary  little  girl,  Kitty  Gray  by  name. 
So  it  is  Kitty  Gray  who  gets  up  in  the  morning — always 
"  out  of  the  right  side  of  the  bed."  It  is  Kitty  Gray  who 
does  all  the  household  duties  with  a  happy  heart  and  a 
cheerful  face.  We  admire  Kitty,  and  it  is  our  aim  to  be 
just  like  her. 

Almost  every  little  girl  likes  to  sew.  It's  being  "like 
mother."  In  our  sewing  we  have  desired  quality  rather 
than  quantity.  This  year  each  child  has  made  but  one  gar- 
ment, an  apron  ;  but  these  have  been  well  made,  and  we 
invite  competition.  A  few  of  our  mothers  let  the  girls  come 
because  "it  is  better  than  being  on  the  street,"  but  the 
majority  of  mothers  appreciate  our  work,  and  they  come 
in  to  tell  us  how  Annie  or  May  have  improved,  and  how 
they  help  make  the  home  bright  and  neat,  and  how,  too, 
they  teach  the  mother  the  best  and  right  way  to  do  the 
work.  One  mother  came  to  tell  how  her  little  "Edith 
mended  a  tear  in  her  dress,  and  you  could  not  tell  where  it 
had  been  torn."  Expressions  of  this  kind  are  welcome  to 
the  gardener,  for  they  inspire  her  with  renewed  strength 
and  devotion. 

O,  for  more  helpers  in  this  good  work ;  for  young  women 
who  have  strength,  perseverence  and   loving  hearts,  that 
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will  make  them  faithful  workers.  The  true  gardener  must 
be  an  ideal  of  good  nature,  patience  and  firmness.  She 
must  first  win  the  child's  love  and  admiration,  then,  step  by 
step,  the  girl  will  progress,  having  always  the  teacher  as  an 
example  to  follow. 

We  have  had  a  large  school  this  winter — seventy-five 
names  on  the  roll-call.  The  girls  love  to  come,  and  noth- 
ing will  keep  them  away  if  they  are  well. 

Our  penny  collection  amounted  to  $i  8.00  Each  child  was 
given  her  savings  on  the  closing  Saturday,  and  that  with  a 
liberal  amount  of  ice  cream  and  cake,  sent  the  seventy-five 
little  girls  to  their  homes  in  a  very  happy  frame  of  mind — 
the  only  regret  being  that  there  would  be  "no  more 
Kitchen  Garden  this  season." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  SIMONS, 
Superintendent, 


COMMITTEE  ON  RECEPTION. 


As  it  may  not  be  known  to  all  what  are  the  duties  of  the 
Reception  Committee,  it  is  not  out  of  place  to  quote  from 
the  report  of  our  former  Chairman,  the  late  Mrs.  Alice  A. 
Cooke  ;  she  says  :  "  Our  Committee  numbers  thirty  ;  each 
member  promises  to  give  a  certain  day  each  month  in 
assisting  at  the  Union — taking  charge  of  the  office  during 
the  noon  hour,  relieving  the  Superintendent  one  afternoon 
each  week,  giving  information  to  those  who  seek  it  regard- 
ing the  work  done  by  the  Union,  and  in  showing  strangers 
through  the  building." 

Added  to  these  duties  it  is  now  our  pleasure  to  welcome 
and  to  assist  in  any  way  necessary  the  many  young  business 
women  who  take  advantage  of  the  hour  at  noon  to  come 
to  the  Union  where  they  may  combine  the  pleasure  of 
looking  over  the  daily  paper,  the  last  magazine  or  a  favorite 
book  while  engaged  in  the  otherwise  uninteresting  occu- 
pation of  eating  their  lunch. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  formed  from  this 
Committee  a  sub-Committee  called  the  "Agency  of  Direc- 
tion,*' Miss  Mary  H.  Williams,  Chairman.  The  ladies  of  the 
Committee  have  prepared  a  list  of  the  various  schools, 
public  and   private,   the    Kindergartens,    Libraries,    Diet 
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Kitchen  and  District  nurses,  as  well  as  a  list  of  boarding 
houses,  and  of  private  houses  where  board  may  be  obtained 
at  reasonable  rates. 

Our  visiting  member  is  most  happy  to  furnish  information 
to  those  who  may  inquire  regarding  any  of  the  various 
educational  and  other  institutions. 

During  the  year  the  usual  number  of  resignations  have 
been  received  from  those  whom  we  regret  to  lose  from  our 
number,  but  we  have  been  able  to  fill  their  places  by  others 
who  will  no  doubt  serve  the  Union  with  the  same  devotion 
as  have  their  predecessors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUCIA  T.  S.  INGRAHAM. 
Chairman, 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


The  report  of  the  Membership  Committee,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  Treasurer,  "  is  largely  a  matter  of  figures,"  but  with 
the  added  interest  of  personality.  It  is  not  only  the  one 
dollar  that  constitutes  the  Annual  Membership  fee  for  one 
year,  nor  the  ten  dollars  the  Sustaining  Member  pays,  nor 
the  fifty  dollars  that  represents  the  Life  Member,  that  is  of 
importance ;  but  what  is  unmeasurably  of  much  more 
weight,  the  influence  by  which  each  woman,  by  the  mere 
fact  of  adding  influence  to  influence,  is  able  to  benefit  her 
sisters  in  many  ways,  which  by  single  eflFort  alone  she 
would  be  unable  to  accomplish. 

The  few  earnest  souls  who  first  came  together — actuated 
by  best  impulse  to  give  of  their  time  and  knowledge  the 
necessary  aid  to  women  whose  environment  had  been  such 
as  to  interest  them  only  in  the  small  affairs  of  life, — soon 
found  that  only  by  mutual  interest  and  endeavors  could 
real  benefits  be  reached. 

As  a  band  of  workers,  organized  for  the  instruction  of 
brain  and  hand,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  finer  and  ennobling 
qualities, — sure  to  follow  where  the  better  instincts  are 
given  scope — for  the  enlargement  and  ripening  of  the 
faculties  which  give  us  cognizance  of  our  sisters'  needs  and 
aspirations,  for  the  means  to  bring  those  in  communion 
each  with  the  other  whose  need  of  counsel  and  sympathy 
could  best  be  relieved  by  those  well  fited  to  extend  a  helping 
h^d,  no  way  before  had  ever  been  planned. 

Now,  thanks  to  this  organization,  we  can  ail  come 
together,  and  with  mutual  good  will  and  earnest  resolve  to 
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let  no  stone  be  unturned  help  our  sisters  whenever  and 
wherever  we  can  find  them. 

Often  when  soliciting  members,  women  unacquainted 
with  our  work  ask,  "  What  are  the  privileges  of  belonging 
to  your  Union  ? " 

We  tell  them  of  the  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  meeting 
with  an  earnest  and  intelligent  band  of  women  whose 
first  desire  is  to  enlighten  and  assist  each  other  in  all  ways 
that  make  for  the  greater  happiness  of  the  individual, 
the  home,  and  the  outcast. 

For  those  having  an  abundance  of  worldly  goods,  and 
a  willingness  to  do  for  others,  but  who  do  not  know  where 
best  to  bestow  their  activity  and  bounty,  the  Union  offers 
unlimited  opportunities.  There  are  always  to  be  found 
those  poor  in  spirit,  and  needy  in  purse,  who  gladly  accept 
the  cheer  and  comfort  of  sympathy  from  the  helping 
hand  that  gives  intelligently,  and  therefore  with  true 
charity. 

From  the  list  of  Sustaining  and  Life  Members,  published 
in  our  annual  report,  you  will  see  how  a  large  number  of 
our  townswomen  have  come  to  our  aid.  We  earnestly 
desire  to  increase  the  annual  membership  of  the  Union  and 
feel  certain  that  when  our  aims  and  methods  are  better 
known — as  they  must  be  with  the  added  facilities  which  the 
new  building  will  place  at  our  command — we  shall  have 
little  need  to  ask  for  subscribers. 

The  books  show  there  is  an  Annual  Membership  of  600, 
with  Sustaining  Members,  and  Life  Members. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  R.  WING, 

Chairman, 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Altman,  Mrs.  Henry 
Barse,  Mrs.  C.  B.  V. 
Becker,  Mrs.  Philip 
Bliss.  Mrs.  Scth  P. 
Davidson,  Mrs.  James 
Dodge,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Evans,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
FuUerton,  Mrs.  Henry  F. 
Glenny,  Mrs.  Esther  A. 
Glenny,  Miss  Esther 
Howard,  Mrs.  George 
Howard,  Mrs.  Rufus  L. 
Loomis.  Mrs.  Caroline  E. 
Lytle,  Mrs.  Charles  P. 


Mcldrum,  Mrs.  Alexander 
Norton,  Mrs.  Porter 
Pierce,  Mrs.  Ray  V. 
♦Rathbun,  Mrs.  Dell  M. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Edward  R. 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Jewett 
Rosenau.  Mrs.  David 
Satterfield,  Mrs.  John 
Shepard,  Mrs.  Sidney 
Taylor,  Miss  Jessie 
Townsend,  Mrs.  George  W. 
White,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Benj.  H. 


*  Deceased, 


SUSTAINING   MEMBERS. 


Adams,  Mrs  Sidney  E. 
Avery,  Mrs.  Tnieman  G. 
Bleistein,  Mrs.  George 
Brinker.  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Budd,  Mrs,  Louisa  T. 
Cant,  Mrs.  Andrew 
Chard,  Mrs.  James  F. 
Crocker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Croscr,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Daniels,  Mrs.  Charles 
Eagan,  Mrs.  S.  F. 
Eckley,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Evans,  Miss  Virginia 
Flint,  Mrs.  William  B. 
Forbush,  Mrs.  J.  C, 
Fryer,  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
FuUerton,  Mrs.  Henry  F. 
Goodyear,  Mrs.  F.  H. 
Grosvenor,  Mrs.  L.  H. 
Hedstrom,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Hersce,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Houghton,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Albert 
Lautz,  Mrs.  Charles 
Lrce,  Mrs.  James  H. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  George  Howard 
Lyth,  Mrs.  John 

Wilson, 


Mayer,  Mrs.  Joseph  B. 
Moore,  Mrs.  Chester 
Morey,  Mrs.  Norris 
Munro,  Mrs.  Josiah  G. 
Newman.  Mrs.  W.  H.  H. 
Ovens,  Mrs.  R. 
Pettibone,  Miss  Nora 
Phelps,  Mrs.  Calista  M. 
Potter,  Mrs.  George  R. 
Ransom,  Miss  Mat  tie 
Roberts,  Mrs.  James  A. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Sherman  S. 
Rogers,  Miss  Lily  Cameron 
Root,  Mrs.  Francis  H. 
Rosenau,  Mrs.  D. 
Rumsey,  Mrs.  Bronson 
Spiegel,  Mrs.  M. 
Tiflft,  Mrs.  Wrilson  S. 
Tillinghast,  Mrs.  James 
Vcdder,  Mrs.  Edmund  B. 
Watson,  Mrs.  Charlotte  A. 
Weill,  Mrs.  Henry 
WMlcox,  Mrs.  Ansley 
Williams,  Mrs.  Albert  L. 
Williams,  Mrs.  George  L. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Gibson  T. 
Williams,  Miss  Margaret  T. 
Williams,  Miss  Martha  T. 
Mrs.  Robert  P. 


Six  have  renewed  since  May  z,  iZq^ 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementar}' 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  "The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  ; 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employment  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bidwell,  Elizabeth  Blocker, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  •             Hattie  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  .      Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Fassett,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Letchworth, 

Selina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jennie  Watson  Norton, 

Lucinda  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pettibone,  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  Townsend, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS. 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT. 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 


.K.     [^ 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 
County  of  Erie, 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agnes  A. 
Fassett,  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  19  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 
NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU, 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS. 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION. 

ADOPTED  May  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.—  TitU. 

This  association  shall  be  called  "  The  Women's  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union  of  Buflfalo." 

ARTICLE  W.^ObjecU 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  IW.—Officers, 

SEcriON  I.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vestea 
in  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

g  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes  effect 
shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected.  At 
each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

§  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

§  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com- 
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mittees :  Finance,  Social  Affairs.  Industries  and  Employment.  Domestic 
Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Education. 
Protection,  Library,  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  the  nominations  of  all  committees,  except  that  of  the 
chairman,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  IV,— Membership. 

Any  woman  may  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member  ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sustaining 
member. 

ARTICLE  v.— Fiscal  Year, 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May. 

ARTICLE  Vl.—Annual  Meeting. 

Section  i.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  occur  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

§  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

§  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

§  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting : 

1.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  officers. 

3.  Reports  of  committees. 

4.  Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 

7.  Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  Wl.—Annuai Election, 

Section  i.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  May.     All  directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

§  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  A.  m.  to  8  p.  m..  and  no  mem- 
ber in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  Wll^—VacanHes, 

Any  vacat..i<.  v^wcurring  in  the  officers  or  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
Blled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  reg:ular  meeting  after  such  vacancy  shall 
occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  term  of  the  person 
whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  lX.^£>eparhmHfi  of  Work, 

Section  i.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board. 

§  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be  in 
charge  of  the  various  standing  committees.  New  departments  may  be 
organized  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
deem  such  action  favorable  to  the  aims  of  the  Union. 

g  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  remain 
entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X.—AssociaU  Societies. 

Section  i.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of 
each  may  be  known. 

§  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems,  shall 
be  considered  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  Xi,— Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  i,  1886. 


ARTICLE   l,^Mefiin^s, 

Section  i.  A  reg^tlar  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of  such 
Board»  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any  time 
by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  a  special  meet- 
ing shall  be  stated  in  a  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that  specified 
shall  be  transacted. 

§  2.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month  by 
the  chairmen  of  the  committees,  and  five  members  of  each  committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business 

ARTICLE  ll.—DuHes  of  Officers, 

Section  i.  President.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  pre- 
side  at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Board 
of  Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direction  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point, with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special  committees 
for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the  province  of  the 
standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all  vacancies  which 
shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have  the  usual  powers 
of  a  presiding  officer. 

§  2.  Vice-Presidents.— The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

§  3.  Treasurer.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all 
moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting 
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of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  oat  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  Die 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform'  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

§  4.  Secretaries. — The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give  notice 
of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  and  pre- 
serve all  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall  enroll 
the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a  report 
at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

I'he  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her,  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE  III.— Standing  Committees. 

Section  i.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union, 
provide  methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assess- 
ments. It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit 
the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

§  2.  Committee  on  Social  Affairs. — It  shall  have  charge  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union,  and  extend  to  all  its  hospitality. 

§  3.  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment. — It  shall  be 
Us  duty  to  advise  and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist 
all  women  in  their  chosen  avocations.  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of 
Registration,  which  shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and 
furnish  imformation  to  those  seeking  it. 
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§4.  Committee  on  Domestic  Training.— It  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  iostniction  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

§  5.  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture.  — It  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  ^mnasium  and  other 
instructions,  true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall 
be  best  promoted.  It  shall  make  and  enforce  the  rules  governing  the 
use  of  the  gymnasium. 

§  6.  Committee  upon  Philanthropy.  —  It  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  the  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  any  work  which  may 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of .  its  purpose. 

§  7.  Committee  on  Education. — It  shall  seek  to  disseminate  true 
ideas  affecting  the  higher  question  of  human  interest,  provide  courses 
of  lectures,  conversation  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  provisions  as 
shall  best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

§  8.  Committee  on  Protection.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  commend  the  legal  and  social  rights  of  women  to  public 
attention,  and  shall  assist  in  all  measures  which  may  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

§  9.  Committee  on  Library. — It  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

§  10.  Committee  on  Membership. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  solicit  renewals,  and  in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to 
increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual  Membership. 

§  II.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at  all 
the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve,  she  shall 
appoint  a  substitute. 

§  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 
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§  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

§14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  "  Roberts'  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  IV,— Order  of  Business. 


The  following 

order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each  regular 

eeting : 

I. 

Call  to  order. 

2. 

Roll  call. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

Report  of  Superintendent. 

Reports  of  Oflficers. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

Unfinished  business. 

9. 

New  business. 

10. 

Miscellaneous  business. 

II. 

Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  \,—Real  Estate, 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chair- 
men of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this 
Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

ARTICLE  VI.— Annual  EUction. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  from  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four  nom- 
inations of  Directors  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual  election. 
Each  member  of  the  Union  shall  vote  for  twelve  Directors,  and  the 
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twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors  of 
election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  VIL—Amendments, 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board. 


OFFICERS   FOR    1893-1894. 


President Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 

First  Vice-PreHdent, Mrs.  BENJ.  H.   WILLIAMS. 

Second  Vice-President Mrs.  PORTER  NORTON. 

Third  Vice-Prendent, Mrs.  P.  H.  GRIFFIN. 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 

Corresponding  Secretary,      ....  Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 

Treasurer, ^.     ■     .  Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 


DIRECTORS. 
To  May  x,  X894. 


Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Bach, 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, 
Mrs.  Richard  Flack, 
Mrs   H.  D.  Ingraham, 


Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi. 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wadk, 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 


To  May  x,  1895. 

Mrs,  S.  P.  Bliss,  Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, 

Mrs.  George  Clinton.  Mrs.  H.  R.  Milinowski, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear,  Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin.  Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore. 

Miss  Ada  Ken  yon,  Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 


Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 
Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Fiske, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Letchworth, 


To  May   x,  1896. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Rice, 
Mrs.  Elue  J.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,  1893-1894. 


FINANCE. 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Letchworth Chairman, 

SOCIAL   AFFAIRS. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Ken  YON, Chairman, 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd,        Chairman, 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown Secretary, 

DOMESTIC   TRAINING. 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, Chairman, 

HYGIENE  AND   PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, Chairman, 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Williams, Secretary. 

PHILANTHROPY. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge, Chairman, 

Miss  Ida  Keller, Secretary. 

EDUCATION. 

Mrs.  Ben  J.  H.  Williams Chairman. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill, Secretary. 

PROTECTION. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, Secretary, 
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LIBRARY. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairman, 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels, Secretary. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin CAairman. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Barrows Secretary. 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 


LITERARY  AND  MUSICAL  ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske Chairman. 

KITCHEN   GARDEN. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull, Chairman. 

RECEPTION. 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Orlando  Cady, Secretary. 


Legacies  may  be  lost  to  the  Society  by  failure  to  use  a 
proper  form.      We  suggest  the  following 

FORM   OF   BEQUEST. 
/  hereby  give  and  bequest   to  the    Women  s  Educa- 
tional and  Industrial   Union  of  Buffalo,  the   sum  of 

.._ and  hereby  authorize  my  Executors 

to  pay  the  same  to   the  person  who  shall  be  acting  as 
Treasurer  of  said  Society. 


1894. 


WOMENS 


Educational  and 


Industrial  Union 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


WOMEN'S 


Educational  aiid  Industrial  Unioij 


OF     BUFFALO, 


For  the  Year  Ending  May  ist,  1894. 


BUFFALO,   N.  Y. 
The  Courier  Company,  Printers. 

1894. 


OFFICERS   FOR    1893-1894. 


Presidt'ut 

First  Vice-President^ 
Second  I  "ice- President, 
Third  Vice-President, 
Recording  Seer  eta  ry, 
Corresponding;-  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  .... 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.  porter  NORTON. 
Mrs.  p.  H.  GRIFFIN. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 
Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 
Mrs.  henry  RUMRILL. 


DIRECTORS. 


Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin, 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 

fMrs.  E.  P.  liACH, 

fMrs.  G.  HuNTKR  Bartlktt, 

Mrs.  N.  G.  liENEDicr. 

»Mrs.  S.  P.  HLiSb, 

*Mrs.  J.  C.  Bryant, 

Mrs.  L.  a.  Bri.L, 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 

Mrs.  Gkor(;e  Clinton, 

Mrs.  Robert  Coi)I>, 

Mrs.  LkonarI)  Dodge, 

fMrs.  Eugene  L.  Falk, 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Fiske, 

Mrs.  Richard  Fi  ach, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear, 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Grifun. 

Mrs.  H.  U.  Inckaham, 

Miss  Ada  M.  Kenyon, 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, 


Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 
♦Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi, 
Mrs.  \V.  C.  Letchworth, 
*Mrs.  George  H.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 
fMrs.  H.  R.  Milinowski, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Rice, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tiffi', 
Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams, 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 


Superintendent,  Mrs.  Josephine  B.  L00.MIS. 
'  Resigned.  +  Elected  to  fill  vacancy. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,    1893- 1894. 


FINANCE. 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Letchworth,  .     . 


Chairman, 


Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  HussEY, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 
Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 


Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear. 
Mrs.  D.  J.  Stickney, 
Mrs.  F.  S.  BuELL. 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Ricker, 
Miss  H.  M.  HiBbARi). 


SOCIAL   AFFAIRS. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon Chairman, 


Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Selkirk. 
Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Kenyon, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  James  Crate, 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Clarkson, 


Mrs.  John  Slote, 
Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett, 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Ardrey, 
Mrs.  M.  V.  V.  Smith, 
Miss  Hattie  T.  Lay, 
Miss  Virginia  Evanj>, 


Miss  Etta  Dare  Hill. 


EMPLOYMENT. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd, Chairman. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown, Secretary. 

Mrs.  Cyrus  A.  Prouty,  Mrs.  J.  Ross, 

Mrs.  George  \V.  Weed,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Plack, 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Wagner,  Miss  Hattie  T.  Lav, 

Mrs.  John  O'Brien,  Mrs.  St.  John  J.  Hill. 


HYGIENE  AND 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Williams, 

Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Andrew  Cant, 
Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender, 
Mrs.  M.  B.  White, 
♦Mrs.  H.  L.  Lyon, 
Dr.  Rose  Wilder, 
Mrs.  T.  J.  O'Brien, 
Miss  Lucy  Denton, 
Miss  Emily  J.  Hawkins, 


PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 

Chairman, 

Secretary, 

Miss  Maud  Husted. 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Letch  worth. 
Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Mills. 
Miss  Adella  Fay, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Macomber. 
Mrs.  Clara  R.  W'right, 
Miss  Louise  M.  Lapey. 
Dr.  Maud  J.  Fryk. 


PHILANTHROPY. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge Chairman, 

Miss  Ida  Keller, Secretary, 


Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington, 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Freeman, 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Sharpe, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Hitchcock, 
Mrs.  Anna  Van  Orman, 
Mrs.  D.  C.  Shamp, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull, 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Weeks, 
Miss  M.  E.  Greene, 


Miss  LuRA  Newman. 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Larzalere, 
Mrs.  Louise  Fij^ch, 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Love, 
Mrs.  Frank  Weppner, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Rea, 
Mrs.  S.  Dowzer, 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Adams, 
Mrs.  E.  Daw, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Johnson, 
Miss  M.  F.  Baker, 


EDUCATION. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams, Chairman, 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill, Secretary, 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict,  Miss  Charlotte  McMillan, 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin,  Miss  Mary  Lovejoy, 
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Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Mrs.  George  Wing, 
♦Mrs.  E.  S.  Prosser. 
Miss  Ada  M.  Ken  yon, 


Miss  Caroline  M.  Vedder, 
Miss  Adelaide  Graybiel, 
Miss  Helen  Horton, 
Mrs.  De  Witt  G.  Wilcox. 


LIBRARY. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairman, 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels, Secretary, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Straight,  Miss  Belle  McGowan, 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle,  *Miss  Euza  McGowan, 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Russell,  Miss  Bessie  A.  Codd, 

Mrs.  John  Druar,  Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins, 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Tifft,  Miss  Mary  Wright, 

Miss  M.  T.  Karnes.  Miss  Anna  C.  Felton, 

PROTECTION. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, Secretary. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant, 

Mrs.  E.  O.  Cheney,  Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft. 


COUNSELORS, 


Hon.  James  O.  Putnam, 
Porter  Norton, 
Chas.  p.  Norton, 
William  Macomber, 
Frank  F.  Williams, 
Gen.  John  C.  Grayes, 
Geo.  T.  VVardwell, 
Walter  vS.  Jenkins, 

•  Deceased. 


Theodore  Wende. 
William  Palmer. 
Godfrey  Frohe, 
Walter  P.  Cooke, 
C.  L.  O'Connor, 
Frank  M.  Loom  is. 
Chas.  H.  Bailey, 
Joseph  Murphy. 


DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 

Mrs.  Porter  Norton, Chairman. 

Miss  Jennie  E.  Pomeroy, Superintendent, 

Miss  Mary  H.  Caldwell,  .     .     Teacher  Free  Cooking  Class. 


Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Atwater, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Bach, 
Miss  Jessica  Beers, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull, 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Bartlett, 
Mrs.  Henry  Crate, 


Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  S.  S.  Mitchell. 
Miss  Emilie  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Rice, 
Miss  Margaret  Rochester, 
Miss  Sara  Truscott. 


MEMBERSHIP. 

Mrs.  D.  .S.  Austin Chairman. 

Mrs.  VV.  A.  Barrows Secretary. 


Mrs.  H.  C.  Parsons, 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker, 
Mrs.  Anna  Van  Orman, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 
Mrs.  D.  J.  Stickney, 
Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge, 
Mrs.  Millard  Burns, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Frederick, 
Mrs.  Edgar  Birdsall, 
Mrs.  Harry  Koch, 
Mrs.  John  Crawford, 
Mrs.  C.  J.  Ellis, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Wells, 
Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Hitchcock, 
Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett, 
Mrs.  LiLLA  B.  McCready, 


Mrs.  F.  S.  Danforth, 
Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins, 
Miss  Sophia  Finkenstadt, 
Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover, 
Miss  Emma  Seibly, 
Mrs.  George  Drullard, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Stevenson. 
Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Dunbar, 
Mrs.  Harvey  D.  Blakeslee, 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Waters. 
Miss  Bonnie  Rouse, 
Mrs.  Eugene  Rich.mond, 
Mrs.  W..F.  Worthington, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Lewis,  Jr. , 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Smither, 
Mrs.  John  Hughes, 
Miss  Abby  W.  Grosvenor. 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 


KITCHEN 
Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, 

Miss  Caroline  Adams, 
Miss  Alice  Cook, 
Miss  Alma  Noble, 
Miss  Emma  Dunbar, 
Miss  Fannie  Fowler, 
Miss  Ada  IIadley, 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Cutter, 
Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Clinton, 
Miss  Fannie  E.  Hubbell, 
Miss  Anna  C.  Felton, 
Miss  Charlotte  Tilden, 
Mrs.  Francis  Underhill, 


GARDEN. 


Chairman, 


Mrs.  George  A.  Riker, 
Miss  LrciLLA  Dunhar, 
Miss  Jean  Forbush, 
Miss  Anna  Carter, 
Miss  Marjorie  Howard, 
Miss  Florence  Hawkins, 
Miss  Edith  Nichols, 
Miss  Sarah  Sikes, 
Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Mrs.  R.  V.  Pierce, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Dunbar, 
Miss  Ida  Grein. 


LITERARY   AND   MUSICAL  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Mrs.  H.  C.  Fiske, 

Miss  Carrie  Cochrane, 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Fowler, 
Miss  Carrie  Hazard, 
Miss  Anna  Maude  Hoxie, 
Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover, 
Mrs.  Georcik  A.  Mer<  hant, 


Chairman, 

Mrs.  CuRTiss  Rum  rill, 
Mrs.  D.  C.  Shamp, 
Miss  Emma  Louise  Treat, 
Mrs.  Edward  C.  Walker, 
Mrs.  .Stephen  W^ai.ker, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Worihington. 
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RECEPTION. 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, Chairman. 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Mrs.  Russell  Gorsline, 
Mrs.  Spencer  Bailey, 
Mrs.  William  M.  Bloomer, 
Mrs.  R.  Z.  Mason, 
Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins, 
Mrs.  Alexander  Frazer, 


Mrs.  W.  E.  Plummer,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Mary  N.  Adams, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Love, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Mattice, 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Hopkins, 


Mrs.  James  B.  Parke, 
Mrs.  Helen  A.  Parker, 
Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels, 
Mrs.  James  M.  Drill, 
Miss  Jean  Howell, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Stinson. 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Welch, 
Mrs.  C.  O.  Rano, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Williams, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Robertson, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Clarkson, 


Miss  Nannie  Warren. 


AGENCY   OF  DIRECTION. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Williams, Chahitian. 

Mrs.  H.  a.  L.  Edwards. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

ADDRESS   OF  THE   PRESIDENT, 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  held  May  8,  1894. 


Members  and  Friends:  Ten  years  ago  our  Union 
began  its  life  hopefully,  it  ventured  into  new  and  untried 
fields.  No  organization  with  exactly  like  aims  had  existed 
in  our  city  and  no  such  united  effort  of  the  Hebrew, 
Catholic  and  Protestant  women  had  ever  been  known  in 
our  midst. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  a  year  ago  we  were  encour- 
aged by  the  hope  that  the  Union  would  celebrate  its  tenth 
anniversary  in  the  new  building,  and  in  order  to  give 
information  of  past  achievements  a  summary  of  all  that 
had  been  accomplished  in  nine  y^ars  was  presented.  That 
report  was  published  and  widely  circulated.  Therefore 
I  need  attempt  no  detailed  retrospect  to-day.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union 
of  Buffalo  enters  upon  its  second  decade  with  the  follow- 
ing named  thoroughly  organized  departments  of  work  : 
A  free  library  and  reading-room ;  a  scientific  domestic 
training  school,  including  a  large  kitchen  ;  a  gymnasium 
with  lectures  and  classes  for  physical  culture  ;  employ- 
ment ;  philanthropy ;  education  by  means  of  classes, 
lectures,  and  coteries ;  literary  and  musical,  with  free 
entertainments  ;  protection  for  self-supporting  and  unfortu- 
nate  women.      In  addition  to   the  above,  energetic  com- 
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mittees  on  finance,  membership  and  social  affairs  help  to 
make  the  success  of  all  other  departments  possible. 

The  story  of  the  new  building  is  familiar  to  you  all. 
We  have  seen  it  grow  slowly  and  surely  to  its  present 
estate,  and  friends  have  waited  patiently  for  the  invitation 
to  the  dedicatory  services,  but,  as  you  well  know,  financial 
panics  are  as  ruthless  to  philanthropy  as  to  business,  and 
the  hopes  of  last  year  are  not  realized.  Only  so  much  of 
the  new  structure  as  was  required  for  the  use  of  the 
domestic  training  school  could  be  completed  by  November 
9,  1893,  when  that  department  took  possession  and  began 
its  valuable  work. 

In  the  face  of  obstacles  and  discouragements,  which  at 
first  seemed  insurmountable,  the  process  of  finishing  has 
progressed  and  we  rejoice  in  the  expectation  of  entire 
completion  by  early  fall.  There  only  lies  between  our* 
hope  and  its  full  fruition  the  raising  of  the  money 
required  to  meet  all  indebtedness  and  to  enable  the  build- 
ing committee  to  present  to  our  city  as  the  gift  of  its 
citizens  a  building  fine  in  design  and  proportion,  economi- 
cal in  construction,  and  appropriately  equipped  for  the 
continuance  and  increase  of  a  beneficent  enterprise 
which  has  met  the  hearty  approval  of  a  majority  of  those 
who  have  investigated  its  objects  and  results.  "  In  unity 
there  is  strength."  •  We  look  to  our  working  force  of  enthu- 
siastic members  for  a  solution  of  the  difficult  financial 
problem,  and  do  not  doubt  the  co-operation  of  the  public 
when  the  important  issue  shall  be  forcibly  presented. 

We  remember  with  gratitude  that  the  Women's  Union 
is  only  one  link  in  a  long  chain  of  helpful  associations 
which  engage  the  labors  and  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of 
the  generous  men  and  women  of  Buffalo. !  i^Comparison  of 
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aims  and  methods  is  a  means  of  progress  which  our  philan- 
thropic workers  more  fully  appreciate  as  they  meet  quar- 
terly in  a  conference  of  charities. 

Organization  among  women  is  a  growth  of  the  present 
century.  Less  than  fifty  years  ago  women's  clubs,  leagues, 
and  unions  were  practically  unknown.  It  is  said  that 
"  the  impulse  to  organized  action  among  women  was  the 
result  of  a  force  inherent  in  themselves  tending  toward 
the  use  and  development  of  their  own  unused  moral  and 
spiritual  agencies  in  the  world's  work."  The  advance- 
ment of  woman  has  certainly  been  very  rapid  and  to  the 
conservative  mind  is  fraught  with  danger  to  the  home-life 
of  our  nation.  I  believe  that  only  those  who  take  a  narrow 
or  superficial  view  will  assert  that  more  harm  than  good 
has  resulted  from  the  concerted  action  of  earnest,  intelli- 
gent women  in  behalf  of  education,  philanthropy,  and 
reform.  As  a  happy  result  of  the  higher  development  we 
have  the  desire  of  the  mother  for  a  healthful,  well-managed 
home.  That  her  children  should  be  well  born  in  the 
truest  sense,  the  best  methods  of  moral  as  well  as  mental 
training  receive  her  serious  consideration.  Other  homes 
and  other  people's  children  must  share  in  the  benefits  which 
so  enlarge  and  enrich  her  own  life.  The  old  selfishness  is 
passing  away.  Better  ideals  are  formed  and  strengthened 
and  universal  sympathy  abounds.  The  union  or  organi- 
zation which  holds  as  its  primary  object  the  elevation 
of  the  home-life  is  founded  upon  a  rock.  It  will  not  fall, 
and  when,  with  the  broader  outlook,  it  aspires  to  include 
the  state  and  the  people  within  its  benefits,  it  should  merit 
and  receive  the  approbation  and  support  of  an  enlightened 
community. 

The  chairmen  of  our  various  standing  committees  will, 
as  usual,  give  reports  of  the  work  of  the  year.     The  Umon 
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has  received  during  the  past  few  months  four  memorial 
gifts,  for  notice  of  wnich  see  reports  on  finance,  librar}%  and 
domestic  training.  A  new  department  of  much  interest  to 
self-sustaining  women  has  been  sucessfully  carried  on  by 
our  hygiene  and  physical  culture  department. 

Endowments  and  bequests  are  solicited  to  enable  the 
Union  to  increase  its  work.  The  domestic  training,  phil- 
anthropic, and  protective  departments  all  need  financial 
encouragements. 

The  occupation  of  the  new  building  will  bring  added 
responsibilities.  A  thorough  systematic  management  will 
be  demanded.  The  new  hall  will  give  opportunites  for 
better  effort  in  social  and  educational  lines.  The  privileges 
of  the  Union  must  be  extended  to  a  larger  membership  of 
all  classes  and  conditions  of  women.  Our  workers  must 
be  consecrated  anew  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Julia  Ward  Howe  tells  us  that  "every  time  has  its 
leading  idea.  That  of  our  own  time  may  be  said  to  be 
sympathetic  diffusion  of  the  best  intelligence.*'  To  be  a 
factor  in  such  effort  is  a  noble  ambition.  What  the  Buffalo 
Union  will  accomplish  in  the  future  we  may  not  now  truly 
prophesy,  but  no  just  critic  will  deny  that  it  has  stood  in 
our  city  for  the  past  ten  years  as  a  strong  non-sectarian 
organization,  its  objects  being  to  elevate  the  home,  to 
educate  and  protect  the  ignorant  and  unfortunate,  and  to 
endeavor  to  secure  just  and  humane  laws  for  the  women 
and  children  of  our  state. 

That  public  interest  may  increase  as  we  enter  upon  a 
new  epoch  in  the  Union's  history  and  the  mistakes  of  the 
past  become  the  stepping-stones  for  the  future  is  our  hope 
for  the  present. 

HARRIET   A.   TOWNSEND. 

Pr€sidfni. 


REPORT   OF  THE   SECRETARY. 


On  the  fifth  day  of  February,  1884,  a  meeting  was  held 
of  those  interested  in  the  organization  of  a  Women's  Union 
in  Buffalo.  Thirty-five  ladies  were  present,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  an  institution  whose  influence  has  been  felt  from 
Maine  to  California.  The  Charity  Organization  Society 
kincfly  gave  the  free  use  of  two  rooms  in  the  Fitch  Institute, 
and  a  reception  was  held  April  15,  1884,  when  the  work  was 
formally  inaugurated.  In  six  months  the  two  rooms  were 
found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  increasing  demands,  and  the 
Charity  Organization  Society  again  came  to  our  assistance, 
and  opened  two  more  rooms  for  the  educational  classes. 

April  15,  1885,  the  Union  became  an  incorporated  body, 
and  the  following  month  purchased  the  Babcock  property 
on  Niagara  Square,  at  a  cost  of  $18,000.  October  30,  1886, 
our  new  home,  as  we  called  it  then,  was  dedicated.  This 
new  home,  very  soon  outgrown,  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past, 
and  the  building  which  has  taken  its  place  will  soon  be 
ready  for  dedication. 

Only  five  committees  were  formed  at  first,  but  this  num- 
ber has  been  increased  from  time  to  time,  and  now  more 
than  two  hundred  women  are  serving  on  the  thirteen  com- 
mittees, each  of  which  works  independently,  yet  in  perfect 
harmony  with  the  whole  body. 

During  the  ten  years  eighty  women  have  served  as 
Directors.  Nine  of  the  original  thirty-six  are  still  members 
of  the  Board,  and  are  doing  most  faithful  and  efficient 
work.  There  have  been  nine  deaths  among  these  eighty 
Directors.  To  those  who  have  died  while  in  office,  appro- 
priate tributes  have  been  paid  in  preceding  reports,  but  the 
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death  of  Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley,  one  of  the  Union's  warmest 
friends,  deserves  special  mention.  At  the  first  Coterie  held 
by  the  Educational  Committee,  April  26,  1884,  Miss  Ripley 
read  a  paper  on  the  "Dignity  of  Labor,"  and  from  that 
time  till  her  death  her  devotion  never  ceased.  She  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Board  only  two  years,  but  her  re- 
moval to  Nebraska  in  no  way  lessened  her  interest  in  the 
institution,  and  up  to  the  end  of  her  life  she  was  ever  send- 
ing messages  of  counsel  and  encouragement  to  the  Directors. 
She  had  intended  to  become  a  life  member,  and  had  often 
expressed  the  wish  that  she  might  be  here  when  the  new 
building  was  dedicated.  She  spoke  of  the  Union  as  **a 
work  gladsome  to  God,  and  to  all  good  men  and  women." 
Although  she  will  never  be  with  us  in  body  again,  her  noble 
life  will  be  an  inspiration  which  will  never  die.  Her  whole 
career  was  a  living  example  of  the  "  Dignity  of  Labor." 

It  has  been  almost  impossible  in  the  cramped  quarters 
occupied  for  the  last  two  years  to  keep  an  exact  record  of 
the  number  of  people  helped  in  one  way  or  another,  by  the 
different  committees,  but,  upon  looking  over  the  nine  pub- 
lished reports,  the  Secretary  finds  that  employment  has  been 
secured  for  nearly  five  thousand  women ;  nearly  two  hun- 
dred free  lessons  in  cooking  have  been  given,  with  from 
five  to  twelve  children  in  attendance  at  each  lesson.  Hun- 
dreds of  pupils  have  received  benefit  by  the  exercise  taken 
in  our  well-equipped  gymnasium.  Thousands  of  needy 
persons  have  been  helped  by  the  Philanthropic  Committee. 
Over  one  thousand  girls  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
advantages  provided  by  the  educational  classes.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Protective  Committee  will  tell  you  how  many 
thousands  of  dollars  have  been  collected  by  its  efforts.  It 
is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  thousands  of  people  have 
been  entertained  by  the   hundreds   of    free  concerts  and 
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lectures  which  have  been  given  here,  but  the  rooms  have 
been  crowded  to  suffocation  on  many  occasions.  One  has 
only  to  see  the  happy,  eager  faces  of  nearly  one  hundred 
children  gathered  in  the  Kitchen  Garden  every  Saturday 
afternoon  to  feel  that  whole  families  reached  in  this  way 
must  be  influenced  for  good  as  well  as  the  children  them- 
selves. Homes  have  been  secured  for  scores  of  people. 
Old  ladies  have  been  placed  in  institutions  where  they 
would  be  kindly  cared  for  in  their  last  days.  Dozens  of 
children  have  been  rescued  from  neglect  and  placed  in 
orphan  asylums  or  sent  to  homes  in  the  country.  Many 
poor  sick  women  and  children  have  been  provided  with  the 
tenderest  care  and  with  the  services  of  the  most  skillful 
physicians,  while  many  others  have  been  placed  in  hospitals. 
One  poor  Swedish  girl,  who  died  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land,  was  given  Christian  burial,  and  words  of  sympathy 
sent  to  the  girl's  mother  in  Sweden.  Through  the  efforts 
of  the  Philanthropic  Committee  railroad  tickets  to  Roch- 
ester, Albany,  New  York  City,  Brooklyn,  Scranton,  Chicago, 
Washington,  Jacksonville,  and  to  places  in  Iowa,  Michigan, 
Massachusetts,  Canada,  and  California  have  been  secured 
for  needy  persons  at  reduced  rates  or  gratuitously.  In 
several  instances  families  of  six  and  seven  have  been 
assisted  in  this  way. 

Among  some  of  the  most  important  reforms  accom- 
plished, wholly  or  in  part  by  the  Union,  may  be  mentioned 
the  placing  of  Police  Matrons  in  all  the  stations  where 
women  are  detained  ;  the  appointment  of  two  women  on 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Insane  Asylum  in  this 
city  ;  the  passage  of  the  law  requiring  the  appointment  of 
a  woman  physician  on  the  medical  staff  of  every  state 
insane  hospital  and  asylum  in  the  state  ;  the  establishment 
of  the  Western  House  of  Refuge  at  Albion  ;  the  revised 
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Charter  provision  for  a  Board  of   School  Examiners,  and 
legislation  regarding  the  guardianship  of  children. 

The  power  of  the  Union  in  bringing  about  reformatory 
measures  in  this  community  is  so  well  recognized  that  ap- 
peals are  frequently  received  from  progressive  citizens  of 
all  parts  of  the  state  for  aid  in  their  philanthropic  under- 
takings. 

The  routine  work  of  the  last  twelve  months  is  much  the 
same  as  in  previous  years.  The  thirteen  meetings  (eleven 
regular  and  two  special)  of  the  Directors  have  all  been  well 
attended,  the  average  number  present  having  been  2iy\. 
At  the  annual  election,  May  2,  1893,  nine  of  the  twelve 
Directors  whose  terms  of  office  then  expired  were  re-elected. 
The  three  new  Directors  chosen  were  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Letchworth  and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Rice.  At  a  special 
meeting,  held  May  6,  all  the  officers  of  last  year  were  re- 
elected. During  the  year  two  resignations  have  been 
received,  those  of  Mrs.  Emanuel  Levi  and  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Alexander  ;  their  places  were  filled  by  the  election  of  Mrs. 
Eugene  L.  Falk  and  Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett.  Mrs.  Emily 
P.  Bach  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Milinowski  were  elected  in  June  to 
fill  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  George 
H.  Lewis  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bryant,  which  took  place  in  May, 
and  therefore  were  recorded  in  a  previous  report. 

Among  the  notable  visitors  of  this  year  have  been  Mrs. 
Stephen  Mathews,  of  London  (one  of  Lady  Henry  Somer- 
set's assistants) ;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Richards,  of  Boston,  Instructor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  Massachusetts  School  of  Technology : 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Gawthrop,  of  Philadelphia  ;  Mrs.  McCully, 
of  Honolulu  ;  Miss  Sylvia  J.  Eastman,  of  Ogontz  ;  Mrs. 
Emma  P.  Ewing,  Miss  Rosa  Belle  Holt,  of  New  York  City, 
and  Mrs.  G.  S.  Papps,  of  Hamilton,  Ont.  The  last  named 
was  greatly  interested  in  all  she  saw  and  heard  here,  and 
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obtained  ideas  which  could  be  put  to  practical  use  in  a 
similar  organization  then  forming  in  her  Canadian  home. 

For  five  years  (since  February  i,  1889),  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  Superintendent  have  been  faithfully  performed 
by  Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis. 

ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT   OF   THE   TREASURER. 


WOMEN'S   EDUCATIONAL   AND   INDUSTRIAL    UNION 

IN   ACCOUNT   WITH 

JENNIE  RUMRILL,    Treasurer, 

General  ¥1:-^!).— Receipts. 
May  I,  1803. 

By  Cash  on  hand I287 . 35 

May  I,  1894. 

By  Annual  Membership. $708.00 

Sustaining  Membership 480.00 

Cash  Donations 75 .  50 

Rent  of  Rooms 139.00 

Interest  on  Permanent  Fund 25 .00 

Ripley  Book  Fund 2 .00 

Educational  Committee 2.00 

Library  Committee 1 .  10 

Protective  Committee 10 .  30 

Philanthropic  Committee 454-13 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee 7 .  30 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee. ...  153. 10 

Domestic  Training  Committee 1,147.40 

From  Permanent  Fund 275.00     3,479.83 

$3,767.18 
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Permanent  Find. 
Mav  I,  1893. 

By  Cash  on  hand I     650.00 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Helen  A.  Whiting i. 000. 00 

Life  Membership 650.00 

$2,300.LK) 

To  Loans  to  (leneral  Fund  and  Building  Fund  . .  1,600.00 

May  I,  1S94.  In  Treasury •     $700  co 

Piano  Find. 
May  I,  1S94. 
In  the  Treasury *     $M7-77 

Art  Fund. 
May  I,  1894. 
In  the'  Treasury  |35-^<^' 

G KNERAL  Fund. — Expenditures. 
May  I,  1S94. 

To    Printing,    Advertising.    Postage,    Stationery. 

Bills  of  Work,  etc 1777-38 

Superintendent's  Salary 470.00 

Janitor's  Salary 480.00 

Buffalo  Gas  Company 66.  iS 

Natural  CJas  Bills 65 .  25 

Water 10.43 

Local  Taxes 28S.79 

Insurance 48-32 

Domestic  Training  Committee 810. 15 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee 17-54 

Literary  and  Musical  Committee 2. 50 

Social  Affairs  Committee 15- 85 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee. .. .  9Q.25 

Protective  Committee 34-35 

Philanthropic  Committee Ii7-5i 

Employment  Committee 1.25 

Educational  Committee 2.00 

Library  Committee 31-7? 

t3,33S.rO 

May  I,  1894.  Cash  on  hand 425.^'-^ 

|3. 767.1^ 


COMMITTEE  ON   FINANCE. 


The  Finance  Committee  wishes  to  express  the  thanks  of 
the  Directors  to  the  many  friends  who,  in  this  year  of  finan- 
cial depression,  have  so  generously  aided  the  Union. 

Our  requests  for  fuel  have  met  with  a  ready  response 
from  generous  coal  merchants,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  and  sixty-seven  tons  of  coal  having  been  cheerfully 
donated  during  the  past  winter. 

The  number  of  life-members  has  been  increased,  as  will 
be  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Membership  Committee. 

Several  leading  firms  have  given  liberal  supplies  of  com- 
mercial note  paper  and  envelopes,  a  gift  greatly  appreciated 
where  so  much  is  constantly  required  for  daily  use. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Miller  and  Mr.  Henry  J.  Fox  have  been  un- 
failing in  their  kindness  in  supplying  livery  for  the  purpose 
of  soliciting  for  the  building  fund. 

Other  donations  have  been  received,  but  it  is  the  desire 

of  many  of  the  contributors  that  the  names  and  amounts 

should  not  be  published  in  our  report,  although  a  com- 

•  plete  record  of  all  gifts  is  kept  by  the  Superintendent  and 

Treasurer. 

The  rentals  received  by  the  Union  this  year  for  the  use 
of  the  gymnasium  and  one  studio  have  been  a  source  of  a 
small  income,  but  next  year  we  hope,  with  all  the  spacious 
and  delightful  rooms  occupied,  to  have  an  amount  which 
will  assist  in  paying  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union. 

The  report  of  the  Building  Committee  will  not  be  given 
until  the  structure  is  completed. 
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The  memorial  gifts  of  the  year  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  An  oaken  staircase  and  wainscoting  of  staircase  hall, 
extending  from  first  to  fourth  story. 

(/;)  The  front  doors  and  vestibule  finish.  The  doors  are 
to  be  of  oak,  the  wainscoting  of  Mexican  onyx,  and  the 
floor  of  marble  mosaic. 

The  names  of  the  givers  and  of  those  for  whom  these 
memorials  are  given  will  not  be  made  known  until  the  day 
of  the  dedication. 

(c)  The  finishing  of  the  library  and  study  in  memor}'  of 
the  late  Miss  Mary  A.  Ripley.     (See  Library  Report.) 

{(/)  Permanent  furniture,  clothes-dryer,  etc.,  given  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Evelyn  Schoolcraft  Allen.  (See  Report 
on  Domestic  Training.) 

These,  in  addition  to  the  Union  Hall,  given  September 
17,  1892,  by  Mrs.  Esther  A.  Glenny,  the  Domestic  Training 
Rooms,  built  by  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  Watson,  and  the  promise 
of  the  interest  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  three  years,  the 
gift  of  our  second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
to  help  sustain  the  Domestic  Training  School,  show  the 
interest  of  Buffalo  men  and  women  in  the  work  of  the 
Union. 

That  such  regard  may  grow  and  result  in  many  more 
substantial  gifts  during  the  coming  year  is  the  desire  and 
hope  of  your  Finance  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LAURA  C.   LETCHWORTH, 


COMMITTEE  ON  SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 


The  Annual  Fall  Reception  was  held  October  26,  with 
the  usual  attendance.  Refreshments  were  served  from  5 
to  8  p.  M. 

Owing  to  the  unfinished  state  of  the  building  no  recep- 
tions were  held  during  the  winter. 

The  annual  election  was  held  May  i.  Refreshments 
were  served  from  12  to  7  p.  m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DkETTE    E.  KENYON, 

Chair7nan. 


COMMITTEE    ON    EMPLOYMENT. 


This  Committee  has  just  closed  a  most  successful  year's 
work.     It  has  been  far-reaching  in  many  ways. 

All  applicants  receive  kind  consideration,  sympathy  and 
encouragement,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  assistance  is  ren- 
dered to  all. 

The  year  has  been  a  hard  and  trying  one,  both  to  em- 
ployers and  employees,  and  much  of  our  effort  for  the  past 
winter  has  necessitated  some  philanthropic  work  in  connec- 
tion with  it. 

The  members  of  this  Committee  have  relieved  many 
urgent  necessities  by  taking  prompt  action  among  them- 
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selves.  Provisions  have  been  furnished  to  five  families  for 
one  month.  One  hundred  and  twenty  articles  of  clothing 
were  given  out.  The  rent  of  two  rooms  paid  in  advance 
for  one  month,  and  comfortable  furniture  secured  for  the 
same.  They  also  secured  the  services  of  a  physician  for 
two  families. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Boston  Union  we  have 
been  able  to  add  greatly  to  our  List  of  Fraudulent  Firms. 
We  argue  that  if  the  same  cleverness  was  exerted  to  assist 
the  poor  woman,  that  is  used  to  deceive  her,  much  good 
might  be  accomplished  in  that  "  Work  at  Home,"  to  which 
our  circulars  refer. 

A  Mending  Department  still  remains  one  of  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  future. 

Prompt  attention  is  given  to  all  applications  from  em- 
ployers, and,  as  far  as  possible,  all  references  are  investi- 
gated and  every  precaution  taken,  so  that  every  transaction 
may  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

Applications  for  work  number  783  ;  employment  provided 
for  662  women. 

The  Employment  Bureau  finds  positions  for  bookkeepers, 
stenographers,  telegraphers,  copyists,  clerks,  governesses, 
matrons,  nurses,  housekeepers,  seamstresses,  dressmakers 
and  laundresses.  Circulars  describing  our  work  have  been 
freely  circulated,  and  can  be  obtained  at  any  time  from  the 
Superintendent  at  the  desk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  CODD, 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE  ON  DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 


An  appreciation  of  the  important  and  direct  bearing  of 
domestic  science  upon  well-being  and  well-doing,  and  the 
desire  to  further,  as  far  as  possible,  the  spread  of  knowl- 
edge upon  this  subject,  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Domestic  Training  Department  where  it  could  be  studied 
in  its  connection  with  the  most  practical  household  condi- 
tions and  affairs.  There  are  principles  that  underlie  all 
the  every-day  duties,  and  a  right  comprehension  makes 
them  assume  their  properly  important  relation  to  life. 

Every  branch  of  housework  and  housekeeping  has  its 
value  and  can  be  dignified  into  a  profession.  Women  have 
it  especially  in  their  power  to  combine  theory  with  prac- 
tice, because  to  them  is  delegated,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
management  of  households  and  the  supervision  of  the  daily 
details  of  the  lives  of  the  individuals  within  them. 

Their  training,  or  lack  of  training,  for  this  important 
mission  lays  the  foundation  for  strength  or  weakness, 
efficiency  or  inefficiency. 

The  science  of  household  economics  would  require  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health  ;  it  would  include 
an  intelligent  understanding »of  sanitation  ;  it  would  lead 
to  the  study  of  the  economic  and  nourishing  values  of  food 
as  well  as  to  the  acquirement  of  a  more  skilled  and  accu- 
rate treatment  of  them.  We  cannot  all  gain  a  complete 
knowledge  of  these  subjects,  but  we  should  seek  to  study 
and  apply  them  as  far  as  our  ability  and  opportunity 
permit. 

The  rooms  built  and  fitted  up  for  this  work  have  been 
occupied.      They    include    a    Lecture -room,   capable,  by 
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means  of  rolling  wooden  partitions,  of  being  divided  into 
four  class-rooms,  which  room  is  also  used  for  the  Kitchen- 
Garden  work;  a  laundry-room,  well  equipped  with  tubs, 
clothes-drier,  etc.;  an  ironing  and  sewing-room;  a  cloak- 
room ;  a  toilet-room  ;  a  store-room  ;  and  a  kitchen  espec- 
ially arranged  for  class-work,  with  a  seat,  cooking-desk, 
Bunsen  burner,  and  individual  utensils  for  each  pupil,  as 
well  as  lockers  for  caps,  aprons,  etc. 

Miss  Jennie  E.  Pomeroy,  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  Class 
of  Pratt  Institute,  was  engaged  to  take  charge  of  the 
classes.  She  has  most  faithfully  discharged  her  duties. 
The  difficulties  and  discouragements  incident  to  the  start- 
ing of  such  an  enterprise  have  been  patiently  borne,  and 
the  measure  of  success  achieved  in  this  work  has  been 
largely  due  to  her  skill  and  interest. 

The  Housekeepers*  Lectures  and  a  number  of  the  Weekly 
Talks  were  given  by  some  of  the  ablest  specialists  in  the 
city,  who  generously  contributed  their  thought  and  time 
to  develop  and  encourage  the  growth  of  this  undertaking. 

The  course  of  study  outlined  had  in  view  the  needs  of 
different  classes  and  ages.  It  included  lectures  for  house- 
keepers, evening  talks  for  women  occupied  during  the 
day,  and  lessons  in  cooking,  laundry-work  and  sewing. 
A  special  course  for  Nursery  Maids  was  asked  for  and 
arranged.  It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  exact  num- 
ber of  those  who  availed  themselves  of  the  lectures  and 
talks,  but  in  the  classes  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  pupils  registered,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  took 
the  full  courses,  and  many  entered  several  different  classes. 

The  Housekeepers'  Course  entered  upon  the  subjects  of 
*'  Sanitation  "  and  *'  Nutrition." 

Women  are  beginning  to  recognize  the  value  of  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  conditions  which  bear  directly  upon  their 
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lives.  Health  is  maintained,  and  when  impaired  often  re- 
stored, by  the  care  of  apparently  trifling  details.  Unsanitary 
conditions  and  innutritious  and  poorly-cooked  food  insid- 
iously cause  weakness  if  they  do  not  produce  definite 
disease. 

The  scientific,  economical  and  technical  treatment  of 
food  should  be  like  a  triangle — each  side  of  equal  import- 
ance. We  should  know  the  constituents  of  foods,  not  only 
to  be  enabled  to  select  those  which  will  properly  maintain 
vigor,  but  to  appreciate  how  much  nutriment  we  are  receiv- 
ing for  a  given  sum  ;  and  then  should  learn  how  to  prepare 
them  in  the  most  agreeable  and  palatable  forms. 

In  other  words,  we  should  learn  to  bu\\  to  save^  and  to 
makcy  in  the  best  possible  way  and  from  the  highest  motives. 
We  .should  learn  to  know  and  secure  healthful  conditions, 
not  only  for  those  directly  dependent,  upon  us  but  to  be 
enabled  to  extend  them  in  a  wide  way. 

*•  If  our  virtues  do  not  go  forth  of  us 
It  were  all  alike  as  if  we  had  them  not." 

We  have  public  as  well  as  private  forms  of  responsibility. 
— as  housekeepers,  as  instructors  of  those  connected  with 
us,  as  citizens  interested  in  public  and  private  schools,  and 
as  philanthropic  workers,  there  is  a  wide  field  for  over- 
sight and  service. 

The  course  consisted  of  eleven  lectures,  given  by  men 
who  have  made  an  especial  study  of  the  subjects  assigned 
to  them.     It  was  most  interesting  and  instructive. 

Lecture    i.  House  Sanitation Edward  Kent. 

*'         2.  Rights  and  Duties  of  Housekeepers Leroy  Parker. 

"         3.  Bacteria Herbert  Williams,  M.  I). 

"         4.  Disinfection  and  Infection Franklin  Gram,  M.  I). 

5.  Chemistry  of  Foods Julius  Pohlman,  M.  D. 
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Lecture    6.     Food  Adulterations W.  Heath,  M.  D. 

7.     Chemistry  of  Cooking Herbert  Hill,  M.  D. 

S.     Chemistry  and  Physiology  of  Digestion.}.  Pohlman,  M.  D. 

9.     Diet  in  Health Charles  Stockton,  M.  D, 

10.     Diet  in  Disease Allen  Jones,  M.  D. 

Sanitary  and  Unsanitary  Conditions  of  the  Flesh 

of  Animals  as  Human  Food 

W.  Hinckley  and  F.  Thornbury. 
Selections    and    Comparative     Costs    of     Proper 

Meats John  Valentine 

The  Free  Weekly  Talks  touched  upon  the  same  subjects 
of  "Sanitation"  and  "  Nutrition,"  as  well  as  upon  others, 
but  the  instruction  was  given  in  a  simpler  form  and  adapted 
to  different  comprehensions  and  needs. 

The  effort  was  especially  made  to  give  to  these  evenings 
a  social  and  informal  character.  Light  but  nourishing  re- 
freshments were  served  each  time,  and  at  least  one  member 
of  the  Committee  was  always  present.  The  subjects  of 
some  of  the  Talks  were  : 

The  Feeding  of  Infants Dr.  Irving  Snow. 

The  Cooking  of  Corn-Meal  Mush  and  Cocoa. .  .Miss  Pomeroy. 

The  Proper  Training  of  Children Miss  Elder. 

Talk  on  the  Values  of  Food  and  Cooking  of  Cereals 

Miss  Pomeroy. 

Dressing  the  New-Born  Baby Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris. 

Potato  Soup  and  Corn  Bread Miss  Pomeroy. 

Care  of  Women  in  Confinement Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris. 

Pea  Soup  and  Molasses  Cookies Miss  Pomeroy. 

The  Stomach Dr.  Sarah  H.  Morris. 

Rennet  Whey  and  Oat  Meal  Gruel Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull. 

Talk  Upon  the  Kitchen  Garden Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull. 

Potato  and  Rice  Omelet Miss  Pomeroy. 

Beef  Stews  and  Dumplings Miss  Pomeroy. 

Beef  Tea,  Eggs  on  Toast Miss  Pomeroy. 

Care  of  Children  During  Hot  Weather Dr.  Maud  J.  Frye. 
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Cooking. 

In  the  Cookery  Courses  there  were  two  day  classes  for 
adults  ;  an  evening  class  for  self-supporting  women,  a  Sat- 
urday morning  class  for  school  girls,  and  a  free  Saturday 
afternoon  class,  mainly  formed  from  the  oldest  members  of 
the  Kitchen  Garden.  No  courses  in  Advanced  Cookery 
were  attempted  this  year. 

The  teaching  of  cooking  has  gained  in  importance  as 
well  as  in  complexity.  It  is  now  not  only  studied  as  an 
art  but  as  a  science.  The  composition  and  nourishing  qual- 
ities of  foods  are  considered  as  well  as  their  varied  and 
dainty  preparations.  The  "  why  "  is  thought  of  with  the 
"  how,*'  and  this  knowledge  of  principles  adds  interest  as 
well  as  value  to  the  work. 

The  regular  cooking  classes  were  divided  into  three 
courses.  A,  B  and  C,  of  ten  lessons  each.  In  the  first  two 
courses  the  fundamental  principles  of  cooking  were  con- 
sidered. Each  lesson  was  preceded  by  a  short  talk  on  the 
composition  and  digestive  value  of  the  materials  to  be  used, 
costs  were  estimated,  simple  scientific  tests  were  made, 
analyzed  specimens  and  charts  shown.  The  processes  were 
then  carried  out  by  means  of  appropriate  lessons. 

In  the  third  course  the  principles  given  were  demon- 
strated more  completely  in  a  series  of  attractive  and  novel 
experiments.  The  practical  work  was  done  entirely  by  the 
pupils,  each  preparing  one  or  more  complete  receipts  at 
every  lesson. 

This  individual  work  is  of  value  not  only  from  its  prac- 
tical side — because  we  can  best  learn  by  doing,  not  by 
seeing  or  hearing — but  from  its  moral  side.  When  the  culti- 
vated teacher  is  seen  in  the  dress  and  position  of  a  worker, 
and  when  all  the  pupils,  rich  and  poor,  work. with  their 
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hands,  household  labor  is  ennobled  and  false  conceptions 
are  corrected. 

The  Evening  Cooking  Class  was  based  upon  the  same 
lines,  although  varied  to  suit  the  needs  and  intelligence  of 
the  pupils.  The  essentials  of  cooking  were  shown,  great 
neatness,  and  economy  of  time,  labor  and  material  were 
emphasized.     The  interest  of  the  pupils  was  very  marked. 

The  Saturday  Morning  Course  was  attended  by  young 
girls  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  pupils  mainly  of  the  pri- 
vate seminaries.  The  lessons  planned  for  them  included 
the  making  and  care  of  the  fire,  fuels,  dish-washing  and 
care  of  utensils,  weights  and  measures,  changes  produced 
in  cooking,  temperatures  of  boiling  liquids,  principles  of 
foods,  tests  and  experiments.  The  cookmg  of  cereals,  veg- 
etables, fish,  meats,  warmed-over  dishes,  sauces,  salad  dress- 
ings, soups,  bread,  biscuits  and  cake-making,  tea,  coffee  and 
cocoa,  and  desserts. 

A  visit  was  made  to  a  leading  butcher's  where  the  differ- 
ent sides  of  meat  were  cut  up  in  the  presence  of  the  pupils, 
and  the  suitability  of  various  methods  of  cooking  and  the 
comparative  costs  explained.  At  the  end  of  the  course 
the  pupils  propose  to  give  a  luncheon,  so  that  their  parents 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  practical  test  of  their 
skill. 

Laundry  Class. 

There  have  been  two  classes  given  in  the  Laundry 
Course.  The  pupils  were  required  each  time  to  bring  a 
specified  article  which  was  washed  in  one  lesson  and  ironed 
in  the  following  one.  • 

The  lessons  were  preceded  by  a  short  theory  talk,  accom- 
panied with  practical  tests  of  the  properties  of  water,  soaps, 
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bluing,  soda,  bleaching  powders,  etc.  The  methods  of  re- 
moving stains  were  explained.  The  articles  were  classified 
and  the  different  processes  gone  through  with.  The  in- 
struction in  clear  starching,  and  the  washing  of  flannels, 
laces  and  colored  silk-embroideries  were  especially  valuable. 
The  pupils  were  mostly  sent  by  their  employers,  and  at 
first  were  not  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  methods  were 
any  better  than  those  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to, 
and  it  was  gratifying,  as  well  as  a  little  amusing,  to  watch 
their  interest  develop  until  it  culminated  in  the  washing  of 
the  flannels  and  chiffons  and  the  clear-starching  of  fancy 
embroidered  handkerchiefs. 

Children's  Sewing  Class. 

If  the  little  girls  in  the  sewing  class  should  be  questioned 
they  could  probably  tell  the  right  way  to  thread  the  needle, 
in  what  position  to  hold  the  body  and  the  work,  and  also 
could  give  some  information  concerning  the  manufacture 
of  the  needle  and  emery,  and  the  growth  and  manufacture 
of  cotton.  They  have  note-books  in  which  they  have  care- 
fully written  out  what  they  remember  of  the  talks.  Each 
style  of  sewing  is  done  on  a  piece  of  cloth  of  a  particular 
size,  arid  it  is  intended  that  the  pupils  shall  keep  them  for 
reference  and  comparison. 

The  children  have  practiced  overhanding,  hemming, 
stitching,  felling,  gathering  and  putting  on  a  band,  making 
of  button-holes  and  eyelets,  putting  on  gussets,  and  patch- 
ing. The  full  course  included  more  than  this,  but  owing 
to  absence,  sickness,  etc.,  the  pupils  did  not  all  progress  to 
the  end.  The  course  of  lessons  was  also  given  to  the  In- 
structor in  Sewing  of  the  Fitch  Creche  School  for  Nursery 
Maids. 
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Nursery  Mai  us'  Class. 

The  managers  of  this  school  also  requested  us  to  sup- 
plement the  teaching  given  at  the  Creche  by  a  special 
course  planned  for  Nurserj'  Maids. 

The  class  was  formed,  eight  members  coming  from  the 
Creche  School,  and  the  remainder  were  brought  from  other 
sources.  The  course  included  12  lessons  in  Invalid  or  Del- 
icate Cookery  ;  8  lessons  from  the  Laundry  Course  ;  4  lec- 
tures on  General  House  Sanitation, 

Elm  WOOD  School. 

Our  instructor  also  took  charge  of  the  lessons  in  Domes- 
tic Science  at  the  Elmwood  School. 

Saturday  Afternoon  Free  Cooking  Class. 

The  connecting  link  between  the  Kitchen  Garden  and 
the  Domestic  Training  School  proper  is  the  Free  Cooking 
Class,  for  which  Miss  Mary  H.  Caldwell  most  generously 
tendered  her  services  as  instructor.  Her  power  to  awaken 
interest  and  develop  ability  was  shown  in  a  marked  way,  and 
her  services  are  gratefully  appreciated  by  the  Committee. 

There  were  twenty  lessons  given,  beginning  with  the 
making  and  care  of  the  fire,  dish-washing,  talk  on  The 
Make-Up  of  a  Man,  cooking  of  cereals,  vegetables,  differ- 
ent meats,  fish,  soups,  broiling,  baking,  warmed-over  meats, 
stewed  fruits,  beverages,  bread-making,  simple  desserts. 

The  Committee  wish  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  gen- 
erous gift  of  $500.00,  the  remainder  of  a  sum  collected  in 
a  past  effort  to  establish  a  permanent  cooking  school  in 
Buffalo,  and  now  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Evelyn  School- 
craft Allen  by  her  associates  in   that  work.     It  has  been 
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applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  permanent  fittings  of  the 
department,  namely,  the  cooking  table,  cupboards,  lockers, 
clothes-drier,  etc.  Part  of  it  will  be  used  to  start  a  library 
for  the  use  of  the  pupils. 

A  complete  Food  Museum  was  also  given  by  Mrs.  Dex- 
ter Rumsey.  It  consists  of  a  collection  of  blocks,  bottles 
and  charts.  The  blocks  represent  the  constituents  of  the 
human  body,  the  bottles  contain  twelve  common  food  mate- 
rials analyzed,  and  the  charts  show  the  amount  of  nutri- 
ment obtained  in  different  foods.  There  is  also  a  set  of 
four  meat  charts,  showing  the  different  cuts. 

The  Committee  have  also  been  encouraged  by  a  number 
of  contributions  towards  their  Scholarship  Fund.  This  was 
designed  so  that  those  unable  to  pay  even  the  nominal 
tuition  fee  of  the  Evening  Classes  could  still  receive  the 
advantages  of  the  institution.  It  affords  a  very  practical 
and  helpful  way  for  liberal  people  to  bestow  their  money. 

A  list  of  the  other  generous  donations  which  have  been 
received  will  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  Union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIK   VV.   NORTON. 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    KITCHEN   GARDEN. 


The  Union  Kitchen  Garden  did  not  open  till  January  6, 
owing  to  the  incomplete  condition  of  the  building.  On 
the  Saturday  previous  we  had  a  Christmas  tree  and  games, 
to  which  our  little  Kitchen  Garden  pupils  were  invited. 
Many  of    our  friends  contributed  to  their  enjoyment.     A 


32 

few  boys  attended  this  festival,  and,  in  opposition  to  the 
accepted  traditions  concerning  the  genus,  they  behaved  so 
well  that  an  invitation  was  extended  to  them  to  join  the 
Kitchen  Garden  classes ;  they  accepted,  with  pleasure.  They 
have  been  faithful  in  attendance  and  exemplary  in  conduct. 
They  have  been  interested  in  all  the  lessons,  doing  their 
share  of  table-setting  and  dish-washing.  I  cannot  say  too 
much  in  favor  of  this  Kitchen  Garden  training  for  boys. 
If  we  expect  them  to  grow  up  into  considerate,  helpful 
founders  of  homes,  they  should  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
learn  something  of  the  domestic  side  of  life.  We  must 
unify  the  interests  of  our  future  men  and  women  in  their 
pastimes  and  in  their  work. 

Several  girls,  who  had  already  been  in  the  Kitchen 
Garden  for  three  years,  wished  to  continue,  so  we  were 
obliged  to  plan  something  new  for  them.  We  were  fortu- 
nate in  enlisting  the  interest  of  Miss  Jessica  Beers  of  the 
Elmwood  school,  who  suggested  and  planned  a  course  of 
lessons  in  industrial  drawing.  Though  only  beginners,  the 
girls  have  surprised  us,  and  from  this  class  who  can  tell 
but  the  Union  will  send  a  girl  to  some  school  of  design  ? 
These  lessons,  at  least,  cultivate  a  love  of  the  beautiful 
and  teach  the  girls  a  new  enjoyment  for  their  leisure  hours. 
This  class  has  been  efficiently  taught  by  Miss  Caroline 
Adams  of  the  Art  League,  and  when,  much  to  our  regret, 
she  was  obliged  to  leave  town,  Miss  Alice  Cook  kindly 
took  her  place. 

Our  juvenile  class  is  the  object  of  admiration  of  all  the 
visitors.  Twenty-five  little  tots  accompany  their  sisters 
and  have  simple  plays,  songs  and  first  stitches  in  sewing. 
Their  little  faces  show  plainly  that  for  one  half-day  in  the 
week  they  think  that  they  are  in  heaven.  This  class  has 
been  in  charge  of  Miss  Anna  C.  Felton  and  Miss  Charlotte 
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Tilden,  who  have  been  most  happy  in  their  way  of  dealing 
with  the  children. 

A  large-hearted  man  has,  with  two  of  his  friends,  sent 
buns  every  Saturday  to  add  to  the  children's  luncheon  of 
bread  and  milk.  He  says  that  he  well  remembers  how  much 
he  enjoyed  eating  buns  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  we  feel 
very  thankful  for  the  thoughtfulness  that  wishes  to  give 
the  same  pleasure  to  our  Union  children.  The  buns  are  a 
great  treat,  and  upon  their  advent  the  children's  deportment 
at  table  visibly  improved.  Other  friends  have  been  kind 
in  giving  us  substantial  assistance,  but  our  wants  are  legion, 
and  every  penny  given  to  this  branch  of  our  work  bears 
interest  in  the  shape  of  added  good  to  some  little  cramped 
life.  One  project  is  the  collection  of  a  reference  library 
for  the  use  of  the  teachers.  There  are  many  books  on 
kinder-gartening,  kitchen-gardening  and  dome.stic  science 
that  would  give  us  invaluable  assistance,  and  we  wish  to 
have  also  a  circulating  library  for  the  children. 

Another  plan  is  the  establishment  of  a  "  Farm  Garden," 
where  agriculture  and  farm  work  will  be  taught  upon  the 
same  principle  upon  which  we  teach  housework  in  the 
Kitchen  Garden.  Instruction  of  this  kind  will  tend  to 
arouse  an  interest  in  country  life,  and  may,  in  time,  prevent 
the  great  congestion  of  population  in  cities. 

This  Kitchen  Garden  is,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  first  to 
extend  its  work  into  the  realm  of  simple  domestic  science. 
We  try,  also,  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  new  education. 
For  instance,  we  precede  the  lesson  on  fire-building  by 
talks  on  iron  of  which  stoves  are  made,  and  upon  combus- 
tion. The  sewing  is  made  interesting  by  lessons  on  cotton, 
wool,  linen  and  silk,  with  specimens  of  each  in  its  raw  state. 
This  treatment  of  the  lessons  makes  house-work  something 
more  than  mechanical  drudgery. 
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Two  of  our  teachers  have  worked  out  exceedingly  good 
lessons  on  air  and  water.  Our  wood  and  paper  lessons 
are  very  interesting ;  the  folding  in  the  latter  trains  the 
eye  and  hand  and  accordingly  has  a  place  in  cultivating 
taste  and  care  in  house-work. 

The  teachers  of  the  Kitchen  Garden  are  not  chosen  at 
random  ;  we  have  an  exceptionally  good  corps  and  the 
lessons  they  give  are  excellent,  when  we  consider  that  the 
work  is  entirely  voluntary,  none  are  professional  teachers, 
and  they  take  the  time  from  manifold  duties  and  social 
engagements.  The  beautiful  spirit  in  which  our  teachers 
work,  and  their  self-forgetful,  harmonious  co-operation 
make  it  a  delight  to  be  one  of  their  number.  In  such  an 
atmosphere  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  is  steady  elevation 
in  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  children. 

Though  our  Kitchen  Garden  has  been  in  operation  for 
several  seasons,  we  feel  that  this  year's  work  in  the  new 
building  marks  the  beginning  of  an  era  of  renewed  effort. 
We  are  giving  an  object  lesson  in  practical  education. 

Our  public  schools  have  hitherto  inspired  respect  for 
professional  and  clerical  work ;  they  must  broaden  to 
include  manual  work  and  domestic  manual  work  as  well. 

In  our  Kitchen  Garden  work  we  are  taking  the  first  steps 
in  the  development  of  a  large  plan  ;  our  effort  will  be  main- 
tained untiringly  until  public  sentiment  shall  become  so 
enlightened  that  our  public  schools  will  teach  at  least  those 
rudiments  of  hygiene,  sanitation  and  domestic  science 
which  shall  fit  their  pupils  to  appreciate  the  importance 
of  these  subjects  and  the  responsibilities  which  they  will 
assume  as  citizens,  householders  and  home-makers. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE   P.   BULL, 

Chtii'rtnan. 


COMMITTEE    ON  HYGIENE   AND  PHYSICAL 
CULTURE. 


The  principal  work  of  this  Committee  during  the  past 
winter  has  been  along  an  entirely  new  line.  The  Monday 
afternoon  Hygiene  Lectures,  so  long  a  feature  of  this 
branch  of  the  Union  work,  were  discontinued,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  Committee  directed  toward  the  carrying  on 
of  their  new  project,  namely,  the  training  of  a  class  of 
young  women  to  become  proficient  in  the  care  of  con- 
valescents, chronic  invalids,  elderly  people  and  young 
children.  This  plan  was  the  outgrowth  of  a  course  of 
demonstrated  lectures  given  under  the  auspices  of  this 
committee  some  two  years  ago,  and  which  proved  so 
popular  and  helpful  that  many  requests  have  been  made 
for  its  repetition.  Dr.  Maud  J.  Frye,  a  rising  young 
physician,  was  engaged  for  the  teacher  of  the  class,  and 
with  the  co-operation  of  Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender,  a  course  of 
thirty  lessons  was  planned,  this  course  to  extend  over  a 
period  of  four  months.  The  schedule  was  submitted  to 
several  of  our  leading  physicians  who  were  in  sympathy 
with  and  had  endorsed  the  movement,  and  met  with  their 
approval. 

A  preliminary  meeting  was  held  before  the  formal  open- 
ing of  the  class.  An  able  address  was  given  by  Dr.  John 
Parmenter,  in  which  he  outlined  the  work  and  heartily 
commended  the  course  as  planned.  The  class  opened 
Wednesday  evening  January  lo,  and  lessons  were  given 
each  Wednesday  and  Saturday  evening  until  April  25. 
As  far  as  possible  these  lessons  were  demonstrated.  Bed- 
making  for  an  invalid  was  taught  by  Miss  Cant,  a  graduate 
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from  the  school  for  trained  nurses ;  massage  was  demon- 
strated by  Miss  Telford  ;  modes  of  exercise  and  reasons  for 
exercise  by  Mrs.  Clara  Russell  Wright ;  invalid  cookery  by 
Miss  Pomeroy,  of  the  Domestic  Training  Department  of 
the  Union,  and  by  Miss  Snedaker,  of  the  Buffalo  Homeo- 
pathic Hospital.  The  examination  was  held  on  Thursday, 
April  25,  and  of  the  twenty-one  pupils,  twenty  passed,  the 
average  of  the  papers  being  excellent. 

On  Saturday  evening,  May  5,  the  Committee  arranged 
for  the  closing  exercises  of  the  class,  which  consisted  of 
a  short  address  by  the  chairman,  reviewing  the  work  of 
the  class.  A  few  parting  words  were  given  by  Dr.  Frye. 
She  was  followed  by  Dr.  Bender  in  appropriate  words, 
addressed  particularly  to  those  of  the  class  who  proposed 
to  make  this  work  a  means  of  livelihood.  Dr.  Sarah  H. 
Morris  gave  a  short  but  earnest  address  to  the  class 
on  the  nature  and  the  responsibility  of  the  work.  The 
closing  remarks  were  made  by  our  President,  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  in  which  she  congratulated  Dr.  Frye  on  the  success 
of  the  class,  and  also  on  her  recent  appointment  to  the 
faculty  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  University.  After  the  giv- 
ing of  the  certificates  an  informal  reception  was  held  by 
the  Committee  in  honor  of  Dr.  Frye.  The  gymnasium  was 
beautifully  decorated  with  flags  and  bright  with  flowers  and 
plants,  the  latter  the  kind  donation  of  our  florists. 

TRAINING  CLASS   FOR  ATTENDANTS. 

To  Care  for  Convalescents,  Chronic  Invalids  and  Children. 

Objects — i.  To  provide  means  of  self-support  for  youn^  womeD. 
2.  Sick-room  attendance  at  moderate  prices,  where  the  services  of  2 
professional  nurse  are  not  necessary. 

Course — Thirty  demonstrated  lessons. 
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Certificate — A  Certificate  will  be  issued  to  each  member  of  the 
class,  who,  at  the  close  of  the  course,  satisfactorily  passes  an  examination. 

Rules— All  women  who  desire  to  take  the  full  course  of  instruction 
as  a  means  of  future  livelihood,  must  inform  the  Superintendent  of  their 
intention  to  register  as  attendants. 

No  pupils  will  be  admitted  under  twenty  (20)  years  of  age. 

Pupils  must  be  able  to  read  and  write  English. 

Tuition  fee,  five  (5)  dollars. 

Course  of  Lessons, 

1.  The  Structure  of  the  Body  in  General,     ....     January  loth. 

2.  How  the  Body  Does  its  Work **         13th. 

3.  How  the  Normal  Work  of  the  Body  Becomes  Disturbed,  "         17th. 

4.  The  Sick-room **         20th. 

5.  TheSick-bed, *'         24th. 

6.  By  What  Should  the  Diet  of  the  Invalid  be  Governed?        "         27th. 

7-8.  Cooking  for  the  Sick January  31st  and  February  3d. 

9-10-11.  Bathing February  loth,  14th  and  17th. 

12-13.   Modes  of  Exercise Februar>' 21st  and  24th. 

14.  Massage February  28th. 

15.  Electricity March  3d. 

16-17.  Excretions, March  7th  and  loth. 

1 8.  Entertaining  the  Patient March  14th. 

ig.  Sleep,         **      17th. 

20.  Medication '*       21st. 

21.  Medication, "      24th. 

22.  Bandaging **      2Sth. 

23.  Emergencies *'       31st. 

24.  Emergencies April  4th. 

25.  Contagion *•      7th. 

26.  Disinfection *•     nth. 

27.  The  Care  of  Infants,     ...      * "    i4ih. 

28.  The  Care  of  Children "     iSth. 

29-30.  The  Convalescent  following  Confinement,       April  21st  and  25th. 
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Examination. 

1 .  Describe  the  course  of  the  circulation. 

2.  Name  the  organs  of  digestion.     What  changes  in   the  food  take 

place  in  the  mouth,  stomach,  and  small  intestine. 

3.  Given  your  choice,  what  room  would  you  select  for  a  sick-room. 

and  why  ? 

4.  What  is  the  proper  temperature  for  a  sick-room  ? 

5.  What  care,  as  regards  bed  and  patient,  should  you  take  to  prevent 

bed  sores. 

6.  In  giving  milk  alone,  how  often  and  in  what  amount  is  it  ^riven  to 

an  adult  ?     How  should  it  be  drank  ? 

7.  How  may  you  relieve  cold  feet  ? 

8.  Describe  the  manner  of  applying  a  stupe. 

9.  How  apply  cold  compresses  where  the  action  of  cold  is  desired  ? 

Where  a  poultice-like  action  is  desired  ? 

10.  How  long  is  the  hot  mustard  foot  bath  to  be  continued  ? 

11.  What  is  the  essential  thing  in  preventing  blood-poisoning  at  the 

time  of  confinement  ? 

12.  What  precautions  arc  to  be  observed  in  caring  for  the  eyes  of  a 

new-born  baby  ? 

13.  Detail  your  manner  of  saving  a  twenty-four  hour  specimen  of  urine 

for  examination. 

14.  Give  three  ways  of  inducing  vomiting. 

15.  How  would  you  treat  a  case  of  colic  ? 

16.  How  would  you  treat  a  case  of  croup? 

17.  How   would   you   treat  a   case   of    poisoning,    the   poison   being 

unknown  ? 
iS.     How  would  you  dress  a  burn  ? 

19.  What  would  you  do  in  case  your  patient  had  a  hemorrhage  from 

the  lungs  ? 

20.  Detail  the  arrangement  of   a    room  (furniture,  etc..)  for  a   con- 

tagious case. 

21.  How  do  you  disinfect  the  excreta  in  a  contagious  case  ? 

22.  In  what  strength  arc  carbolic  acid,  corrosive  sublimate,  and  chloride 

of  lime  used  as  disinfectants  ? 

23.  How  do  you  disinfect  bed  linen  ? 

24.  How  do  you  disinfect  your  own  person  ? 

25.  Describe  how  you  would  care  for  a  baby's  nursing  bottle  ? 
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Pupils  who  passed  the  examination  :  Mesdames  Martha 
Ednie,  R.  E.  Finch,  Minnie  Hennig,  E.  Hicks,  Elizabeth 
Morehead,  Almira  Maxwell,  Ida  Murray  ;  Misses  Fannie 
Breen,  Julia  Brush,  Fannie  Bryant,  Loretta  Dudley,  M.  M. 
Herman,  Mary  Kennedy,  A.  C.  Lockwood,  Jennie  Mullen, 
Annie  Quint,  Mary  L.  Smith,  A.  E.  Thackeray,  Minnie  A. 
Torrey,  Martha  O.  Wood. 

It  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  our  yearly  hygiene  work 
would  not  be  complete  without  a  course  of  lectures  by  Dr. 
Sarah  H.  Morris,  given  for  young  women.  The  demand  for 
them  is  repeated  each  year.  The  topic  chosen  by  Dr. 
Morris  for  this  year  was  a  little  out  of  the  common  line. 
It  was  "Mental  Health  as  Related  to  Physical  Health," 
classified  as  follows  :  i.  The  Passions,  Grief,  Anger,  Joy. 
2.  Ambition  and  Courage.  3.  Uses  of  the  Will.  4. 
Hope,  Faith,  Love.  The  dates  were  March  8,  15,  22 
and  29.  While  all  these  lectures  were  exceptionally  good, 
the  one  on  "  Ambition  and  Courage,"  and  the  one  on  "  Uses 
of  the  Will,"  were  specially  helpful  and  inspiring. 

Owing  to  the  establishment  of  gymnasiums  and  physical 
culture  classes  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  the  Union  is 
no  longer  a  center  for  gymnastic  work,  but  having  inau- 
gurated the  movement  in  the  city  we  are  very  glad  to  know 
that  it  has  been  accorded  its  true  value  both  as  a  means  of 
preserving  health  and  building  up  degenerated  bodies. 
Classes  have  been  conducted  through  the  winter  in  three 
systems  of  physical  culture.  Mrs.  Clara  Russell  Wright, 
who  is  the  best  exponent  of  the  Delsarte  system  in  Western 
New  York,  has  had  charge  of  this  system  in  the  Union. 
Miss  Adele  Ripont,  who  is  the  leading  teacher  in  the 
Emerson,  has  conducted  the  classes  in  this  system,  and 
Miss  Adella  Fay,  the  well-known  teacher  of  the  Swedish 
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system  in  the  public  schools,  has  had  charge  of  the  evening 
classes.  If  time  and  space  permitted,  we  should  like  to 
give  some  statistics  in  regard  to  the  gain  of  the  pupils,  but 
the  benefits  of  physical  culture,  systematically  conducted, 
are  now  so  well  known  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  enlarge 
upon  them.  The  work  done  under  each  teacher  is  the  best 
of  its  kind,  and  another  year,  on  the  completion  of  our 
building  and  the  free  use  of  the  gymnasium,  we  hope  to 
enlarge  this  branch  of  our  work. 

Receipts  for  the  year $i 53 .  lo 

Kxpenses 99-25 


*  53.85 

The  Committee  hereby  extend  their  thanks  to  all   who 
have  in  any  way  assisted  in  this  branch  of  the  Union  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH    FLINT   WADE. 

Chatrtnan. 


COMMITTEE   ON    PHILANTHROPY. 


;  This  has  been  an  active  year  for  the  Philanthropic  Com- 
mittee, owing  to  the  great  distress  throughout  the  city.  In 
December  we  pledged  ourselves  to  feed  and  clothe  thirty 
families.  To  do  this,  with  an  empty  treasury  staring  at  us, 
seemed  a  Herculean  task.  Believing  in  **  unity  is  strength/' 
we  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  went  to  work,  asking 
the  public  to  help,  and  the  response  was  generous.  The 
1,000  paper  sacks    distributed    were    returned   well    filled. 


41 

We  also  received  sums  of  money  from  various  organizations 
and  individuals.  Regular  weekly  assistance  was  given  to 
forty  families  for  four  months;  temporary  relief  to  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  families.  A  feeble  old  lady,  aged 
82  years,  was  placed  in  the  County  Hospital ;  another 
woman  received  treatment  in  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 
We  procured  a  permanent  home  for  a  young  girl,  who  was 
abused  by  her  parents.  One  young  woman  was  placed  in 
the  Ingleside  Home,  one  in  a  maternity  hospital,  and  another 
in  the  care  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph.  We  united  a 
family  who  had  been  separated  seven  months  by  the  hus- 
band becoming  discouraged.  We  also  placed  a  father,  who 
was  afflicted  with  alcoholic  insanity,  in  the  State  Hospital, 
boarded  the  mother,  and  found  a  home  for  the  children. 
The  Committee  worked  faithfully  in  alleviating  the  wants 
of  the  distressed,  and  comforted  many  by  visiting  them 
at  their  homes. 


Donations  Received  and  Distributed. 

1  load  of  wood.  10  pounds  candy. 

i,oco  yi  paper  sacks.  4  barrels  apples. 

2,000  small  paper  sacks.  2Co  bars  of  soap. 

250  %  sacks  of  flour.  10  bags  of  salt. 

600  loaves  of  bread.  15  pounds  starch, 

700  pounds  rice.  i  dozen  candles. 

800  pounds  sugar.  6  quarts  maple  syrup. 

100  bushels  potatoes.  15  pounds  split  peas. 

500  pounds  corn  meal.  10  pounds  farina. 

600  pounds  oatmeal.  10  pounds  sago. 

300  pounds  buckwheat  flour.  20  pounds  corn  starch. 

60  pounds  crackers.  25  tons  of  coal. 
30  pounds  cakes.                           10.000  pounds  coke. 
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500  pounds  coffee. 
300  pounds  tea. 
250  pounds  meat. 
150  pounds  sausage. 

3  dozen  cans  of  canned  meats. 
10  chickens. 

6  turkeys. 
25  pounds  salt  fish. 

6  hams. 

5  pieces  of  bacon. 

S  pounds  butter. 

5  pounds  lard. 

6  pounds  honey. 
40  bushels  onions. 
10  barrels  turnips. 

5  dozen  squash. 
2  bushels  beets. 

10  bushels  dried  beans. 

2  bushels  parsnips. 

12  cases  of  canned  fruits  and 
vegetables. 

3  dozen  cans  of  fruit. 
KX)  pounds  dried  fruit. 

10  baskets  grapes. 

6  dozen  oranges. 
I  bunch  bananas. 

10  pounds  popcorn. 
20  pounds  nuts. 


I  set  of  dishes. 

1  set    of    knives,    forks    and 
spoons. 
10  jars  of  jelly, 
kitchen  utensils. 
3,500  garments. 
400  pairs  of  shoes. 

15  pairs  of  men's  boots. 
1 50  pairs  of  rubbers. 
600  pairs  of  stockjings. 
30  quilts. 

25  complete  outfits  for  infants. 
15  yards  carpet. 
1 50  hats,  caps,  hoods. 
12  dozen  collars. 

5  dozen  pair  mittens. 
3  dozen  pair  gloves. 

100  neckties. 
12  corsets. 
I  kitchen  range. 
I  mattress. 
I  pair  of  pillows. 

6  scholarships  domestic  training 
I  wheel  chair. 

I  lounge. 
Cartage  for  all  articles  col- 
lected. 
Cash,  JI454.73. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


EMILIE   P.   DODGE, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    EDUCATION. 


Since  "brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,"  as  the  wise  Polonius 
tells  us,  the  report  of  the  Educational  Committee  for  the 
year  just  ended  must  necessarily  be  mirth-provoking,  for 
even  the  most  fertile  brain  would  find  it  difficult  to  expand 
its  brief  record  beyond  a  few  short  paragraphs. 

In  the  narrow  boundaries  to  which  the  Union  has  been 
limited  during  the  past  two  years,  it  has  been  found  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  carry  on  the  work  of  this  branch  without 
interfering  with  that  of  other  committees,  and  it  was  there- 
fore deemed  the  part  of  wisdom  to  suspend  work  and  await 
more  favorable  conditions.  No  classes  were  organized,  no 
lectures  have  been  given,  and  only  one  coterie  has  been 
held.  This  single  evidence  that  life  was  not  extinct  in 
the  Committee  was  given  on  Monday,  February  19,  when 
Mr.  Arthur  Detmers  gave  an  exceedingly  interesting  and 
comprehensive  paper  on  **  Academic  Education  in  Buffalo," 
which  was  followed  by  animated  discussion. 

Mother  Nature  has  her  seasons  of  rest  and  seeming 
inactivity,  but  with  returning  spring  the  leaves  and  flowers 
start  forth  and  all  things  become  beautiful  with  a  new 
manifestation  of  life.  So,  with  convenient  class-rooms  and 
a  commodious  hall,  the  Educational  Committee  may  be 
expected  to  take  on  a  new  lease  of  life  and  manifest  it  in 
renewed  activity. 

Already  plans  for  the  coming  season  have  been  formu- 
lated, and  as  an  earnest  of  what  may  be  forthcoming,  we 
can  promise  to  open  our  work  in  November  next  with  a 
course  of  six  lectures  on  "  The  Mysteries  of  Flowers,"  to  be 
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given  by  the  artist-lecturer,  Mr.  William  Hamilton  Gibson. 
Those  who  have  been  introduced  to  Mr.  Gibson  by  the 
delightful  lectures  which  he  has  already  given  in  Buffalo, 
will  be  eager  to  renew  their  acquaintance  with  him. 

Our  financial  statement  is  as  witty  as  the  previous  record 
of  work  accomplished.  It  consists  of  but  two  items,  a  bill 
of  two  dollars  for  printing  is  offset  by  the  receipt  of  two 
dollars  from  the  sale  of  photographs  of  the  old  Union 
building. 

Unimportant  as  our  report  may  seem,  if  it  but  gives  an 
opportunity  to  again  call  attention  to  these  beautiful  photo- 
graphs, it  will  have  served  an  excellent  purpose.  These 
pictures  have  a  value  to  every  member  of  the  Union,  as 
souvenirs  of  our  early  beginnings.  As  time  goes  on  they 
will  acquire  an  additional  value,  as  mementos  of  one  of  the 
old,  historic  landmarks  of  our  city  which  are  fast  disap- 
pearing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE   STONEMAN   WILLIAMS. 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE   ON    PROTECTION. 


During  the  past  year  the  work  of  this  department  has 
greatly  increased,  both  in  the  number  of  cases  taken  and 
in  the  importance  and  responsibilty  of  the  work. 

The  largest  number  of  cases  recorded  any  preceding 
year  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  in  the  year  1892. 
This  year  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  cases  have  been 
received,  with  claims  amounting   to  $2,301.39.     One  hun. 
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dred  and  fifty-five  of  these  cases,  involving  $1,882.42,  have 
been  settled,  leaving  forty-four  cases,  with  claims  amount- 
ing to  $418.97,  still  in  the  hands  of  our  lawyers. 

Five  years  ago  twenty  women  were  serving  on  this  com- 
mittee ;  now  the  work  is  being  done  by  seven,  including 
the  Secretary  and  the  President.  That  this  is  a  most 
important  branch  of  the  Union  is  granted  by  every  one, 
but  too  many  of  our  members  find  more  congenial  work  on 
other  committees. 

Some  have  advised  keeping  a  salaried  clerk,  but  even 
were  there  funds  for  this  purpose  many  of  the  cases  must 
be  handled  with  great  tact  and  discretion  and  must  not  be 
discussed  outside  the  committee  room. 

We  have  tried  to  force  one  plain  thought  into  the  public 
mind,  that  the  efforts  of  this  Committee  are  made  not  for 
charity  but  for  justice.  Charity  is  the  temple  of  which 
Justice  is  the  foundation  and  you  cannot  have  the  top  with- 
out the  bottom.  That  each  should  have  what  he  has 
justly  earned  is  the  first  necessity  of  social  life,  and  on 
this  baisis  o/i/y  we  enter. our  claims  for  the  woman  wage- 
earner. 

It  seems  pretty  clear  that  the  good  work  in  the  world  is 
to  be  done  for  nothing.  The  best  thoughts  of  our  clergy 
are  not  heard  from  the  pulpit.  The  best  work  of  our 
district  nurses  and  physicians  is  not  that  for  which  they 
are  paid.  The  best  influences  at  work  in  our  Free  Kinder- 
garten are  those  that  money  cannot  buy. 

In  1 89 1  we  were  able  to  incorporate  in  the  City  Charter 
under  the  Municipal  Court  Bill  a  clause  by  which  no  prop- 
erty of  the  defendant  is  exempt  when  the  plaintiff  is  a 
domestic  servant  and  recovers  a  judgment  not  exceeding 
$  25.00  exclusive  of  costs.     The  text  of  the  law  is  quoted 
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in  the  annual  report  for  the  year.  This  spring  the  Muni- 
cipal Court  judges  recommended  that  the  clause  be  made 
to  apply  to  ail  day  laborers.  Through  our  counselor,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Jenkins,  we  asked  to  have  the  bill  so  amended  that 
it  would  cover  laundress  and  dressmaking  bills  as  well. 
The  bill  passed  both  houses  and  went  to  the  Governor  the 
last  day  of  the  session. 

Through  the  kindness  of  our  Senator,  Mr.  Charles  Lamy, 
the  Western  House  of  Refuge  Bill  has  been  amended  so 
that  magistrates  are  compelled  to  commit  to  that  institution 
girls  convicted  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  twenty 
years. 

The  sale  of  **  Abstracts  of  Laws  of  New  York,"  pre- 
pared by  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Rice  for  this  year,  is  $3.50.  Of 
the  cases  recorded  this  year,  twenty-five  were  for  seam- 
stresses ;  sixteen  for  laundresses ;  eight  for  nurses ;  eleven 
for  divorce  or  the  support  of  children ;  ninety-two  for 
domestic  service  and  twenty-seven  miscellaneous,  including 
claims  for  pension,  borrowed  money,  fraud,  legal  advice, 
board,  recovery  of  property,  and  'rent. 

For  these  plaintiffs  $894.64  have  been  secured,  making 
the  total  amount  collected  for  women  by  this  Committee 
S9.425.64. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARRIE   VAN   NESS   MOOT. 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE  ON  LITERARY  AND   MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


The  Literary  and  Musical  Entertainment  Committee, 
owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  building,  did  not  com- 
mence their  work  for  the  season  just  closed  until  Decem- 
ber 1 8,  1893,  when  the  first  entertainment  was  given  before 
a  large  and  enthusiastic  audience. 

The  new  hall  not  being  ready  for  us,  we  were  content  to 
entertain  our  friends  in  the  Gymnasium,  for  which  privi- 
lege we,  as  a  Committee,  feel  greatly  indebted  to  the 
accommodating  Chairman  of  the  Hygiene  and  Physical 
Culture  Committee,  who  several  times  has  taken  her  classes 
to  a  smaller  room  for  our  accommodation. 

These  entertainments,  which  are  always  free,  are  given 
monthly.  As  two  were  given  during  February,the  usual 
number,  six,  were  enjoyed  by  large  audiences.  In  fact, 
standing-room  down  the  stairway,  and  far  into  the  hallway, 
was  at  a  premium. 

The  programs  for  each  were  so  excellent  that  we  would 
not  single  out  any  one  as  the  best,  but  refer  you  to  the 
Annual  Report,  where  you  will  read  of  many  entertaining 
and  well-rendered  bits  of  music,  prose  and  verse. 

All  who  have  responded  to  our  calls  upon  their  time  and 
talents  have  been  so  glad  and  so  willing  that  the  seeming 
task  has  been  a  most  agreeable  one. 

The  members  of  the  Press  have  continued  their  many 
courtesies,  and  to  each  and  all  we  extend  thanks. 

We  will  also  add  that  all  who  favor  us  are  willing  to  help 


48 

again.  Possibly  the  beautiful  new  hall  has  tempted  these 
generous  offers,  and  we  expect  to  have  <///,  if  not  more,  than 
we  can  accommodate  during  the  coming  winter,  as  we  fully 
expect  that  the  Union  Hall  will  prove  to  be  the  most  pop- 
ular hall  in  our  fair  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  MONIER  FISKE, 

Chairman. 


List  of  Entertainments. 

December  i8,  1893.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthing- 
ton  and  Miss  Marie  Ada  Slacer. 

1.  Piano  Solo — Miss  Esther  Gleason. 

2.  Quartette,  "Spring  Song" — Misses  Supplee  and  Hine» 

Messrs.  Chatman  and  Hine. 

3.  Song,  "  Man-o'-War*s-Man  " — Mr.  Frank  LeRoy  Purdy. 

4.  Recitation,  "Small   Boy  in  a  Dime  Museum" — Miss 

Rose  Emma  Tranger. 

5.  Piano  Solo — Miss  A.  Elizabeth  Craw. 

6.  Song,  "The  Linden  Waltz" — Mr.  James  Chatman. 

7.  Recitation,  "  Confessions  of  a  Small  Boy  " — Miss  Maude 

Love  joy. 

8.  Song,  "  Once  I  Dreamed  of   Roses  " — Miss  Flora   E. 

Hine. 

9.  Duet,  "Larboard  Watch" — Messrs.  Chatman  and  Hine. 

10.  Recitation,  "Papa's  Letter  " — Miss  Tranger. 

11.  Whistling  Solo — Mr.  Orlando  Slacer. 

1 2.  Song,  "Thy  Dear  Eyes"— Mr.  Purdy. 

13.  Banjo  Solo— Mr.  Willis  Hall. 
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14.  Quartette,  "  Who  Knows  What  the  Bells  Say  ?  "—Misses 

Supplee  and  Hine,  Messrs.  Chatman  and  Hine. 

15.  Piano   Solo — Miss   Axtall.     Accompanists — Mrs.    Du- 

rand  and  Miss  McCormick. 

January  15, 1894.   Arranged  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant. 

1.  Piano  Solo — Miss  Wilganz. 

2.  Recitation,  **  The  Kettle  and  the  Cricket  "—Miss  Gates. 

3.  Song,  "  When  the  Tide  Comes  In  " — Mrs.  Crooks. 

4.  Recitation,  "Bijah's  Story** — Areal  Earnahan. 

5.  Song,  ** Violets" — Miss  Isoline  Logan. 

6.  Recitation,  "  Polish  Boy  " — Miss  Zella  Davenport. 

7.  Song,    "Polly   and   I   were   Sweethearts" — Mrs.   Van 

Patten. 

8.  Recitation,  "The  Girl  That  Lost  Things  "—Miss  Gates. 

9.  Song,  "  The  Mill  Song  "—Mrs.  Crooks. 

February    12,    1894.     Arranged   by  Miss  Anna   Maude 
Hoxie. 

1.  Piano  Solo,  "  Old  Dance  " — Jacobshon — Mrs.  Jacobshon. 

2.  Song,    "  Oh,    Promise   Me  " — De  Koven — Miss    Anna 

Maude  Hoxie. 

3.  Piano  Solo,  "  Impromptu  " — Chopin — Mrs.  Jacobshon. 

4.  Songs — Nevin — Miss  Hoxie. 

5.  Selections  from  "Lucia" — Mrs.  J.  S.  Cook. 

6.  Song — Lassen — Miss  Hoxie. 

7.  Sketch,  "  Blue  Danube  Waltz  "—^//-^///jj— Mrs.  Cook. 

8.  Song,  "Serenade" — Midlin^er — Miss  Hoxie. 

February    26,    1894.      Arranged    by    Mrs.    George    A. 
Merchant. 

I.  Reading,  "Dow's  l.wcV—Brete  Harte-^^lx.    Charles 
A.  Rohlfs. 
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2.  Reading.  "  Lily  of  Poverty  Flat  "— -^m— Mr.  Rohlfs. 

3.  Song,  "Aerial" — GabrcUc — Mrs.  Crooks. 

4.  Song,  "The  Bugler" — Pinsuti — Mrs.  Fowler. 

5.  Reading,  "The   Confessions  of  a  Musketeer" — Anna 

Katherine  Green — Mr.  Rohlfs. 

6.  Reading,  "The  Defense  of  the  Bride" — Anna  Kather- 

ine Green — Mr.  Rohlfs. 

7.  Song,  "  The  Fairies  " — Tosti — Mrs.  Crooks. 

March  13,  1894.    Arranged  by  Miss  D.  Clinton  Shamp. 

1.  Piano    Duet,    "The   Witches'    Flight  "—Z/V/z/^-z/jZ/Vw— 

Misses  Cohn  and  Langenbach. 

2.  Violin  Solo,  "  Flower  Song  " — Miss  Frank  Philbrook. 

3.  Recitation,    "  Trying   the    Rose   Act  '* — Jnsiah   Aliens 

JFi/e—M'iss  Stella  May  Clark. 

4.  Banjo  Trio — 

a.  "  Normandy  Waltz." 

Ik  "  Laurenstein  Polka  " — Messrs  Doll,  Armstrong 
and  Gardener. 

5.  Song,  "  Oh  This  is  the  Lad  for  Me  " — Miss  Kate  Hovey. 

6.  Recitation,  "  Old  Robin  " — Miss  Daniels. 

7.  Piano  Solo,  "Silver  Stars" — Miss  Ida  Lichtenstien. 

8.  Violin    Solo,    "  The   Last    Rose   of   Summer "  —  Miss 

Philbrook. 

9.  Recitation,  "  Old  Times  Happiness  " — Miss  S.  M.  Clark. 

10.  Banjo   Trio,    "  Aurora    March " — Messrs.    Doll,    Arm- 

strong and  Gardener. 

11.  Recitation,  "A  Farm  Hand's  Soliloquy" — Miss  Daniels. 

12.  Song,  "Lullaby" — Miss  Hovey. 

13.  Piano  Solo,  "Golden  Bells" — Miss  Rose  Cohn. 
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April  25,  1894.     Arranged  by  Miss  Carrie  Cochrane,  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Frank  Steele. 

1.  March — Linwood  Avenue  Banjo,  Guitar  and  Mandolin 

Orchestra. 

2.  Song,  "The  Day  Dream  "—Miss  Sarah  Tilden. 

3.  Mandolin  Solo,  "Reverie" — Miss  Hartman. 

4.  Quickstep — Linwood  Avenue  Quintette. 

5.  Banjo  Duet — Miss  Leonore  Calvin  and  Miss  Cochrane. 

6.  Mandolin  Solo,  "  Waltz  " — Miss  Fassett. 

7.  Mandolin  Trio — Miss  Fassett,  Miss  Anna  Tilden  and 

Miss  Cochrane. 

8.  Song,  "  Were  We  Lovers  Then?"— ^^/r  Temple— Vlx, 

Griswold. 

9.  Waltz— Quintette. 

10.  Violin  Solo,  "Cavatina" — Raff— Mr.  Henry  Marcus. 

11.  March — Linwood  Avenue  Banjo,  Guitar  and  Mandolin 

Orchestra.     Accompanists — Miss  Anna  Tilden,  Miss 
Marcus  and  Miss  Cochrane. 


COMMITTEE   ON    LIBRARY. 


The  Library  Committee  reports  that  it  has  expended 
during  the  year  forty-one  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents  for 
magazines,  papers  and  binding.  It  has  received  for  old 
magazines  one  dollar  and  ten  cents.  Seven  volumes  of 
periodicals  have  been  sent  to  the  binders,  but  have  not  been 
returned.  No  books  have  been  purchased,  and  little  has 
been  done,  owing  to  the  cramped  quarters  and  small  facili- 
ties for  quiet  reading.  • 
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The  books  have  been  packed  as  closely  as  possible  in  the 
cases  most  of  the  time,  but  last  fall  part  of  them  were 
placed  in  a  basement  room  in  the  new  buildmg,  which  has 
been  used  during  the  winter  as  a  reading-room  and  resting- 
place  for  the  noon  hour  by  many  young  women  ;  and  at 
other  times  by  all  who  had  time  or  inclination  to  rest  or 
read. 

The  Committee  has  given  a  number  of  old  magazines  to 
various  institutions  as  they  have  been  called  for. 

It  again  extends  thanks  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Express, 
Courier,  Commercial,  Enquirer  and  Times,  for  the  gift  of 
their  papers  for  the  year  just  expired.  Their  generosity 
and  kindness  are  fully  appreciated. 

The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  the  gift  of  sixty 
or  more  books  from  Mrs.  H.  A.  Ferris,  a  set  of  Dickens 
from  Mrs.  J.  T.  Drill,  and  others  from  various  persons,  the 
Cyclopaedic  Review  of  Current  History  from  Garretson. 
Cox  &  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  a  box  of  shells  from  the  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  shores  of  Florida,  and  a  number  of  autographs, 
photographs,  manuscripts,  etc.,  from  Miss  Pettibone, 

The  Committee  of  the  High  School  Alumnae  for  the 
Mary  A.  Ripley  Memorial  has  reconsidered  its  plan  for 
finishing  the  Woman's  Room  in  remembrance  of  her ;  and 
will  furnish  the  Library  of  the  new  building  and  place  in  it 
a  Reference  Library  of  five  hundred  volumes  at  an  expense 
of  about  two  thousand  dollars.  Many  of  her  former  pupils 
think  this  a  better  symbol  of  her  work  and  life  than  the 
other  more  expensive  and  less  characteristic  proposition ; 
and  it  seems  to  have  met  the  approval  of  some  who  had 
not  cared  to  assist  in  furthering  the  wider  scheme.  All 
who  knew  her  love  for  good  books  and  solid  reading  will 
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surely  agree  with  this  decision  of  the  High  School  Com- 
mittee. 

The  fine  portrait  of  Miss  Ripley  presented  to  the  Union 
will  be  hung  in  the  new  Library. 

The  Committee  has  had  little  scope  for  its  energies 
during  the  rebuilding,  but  it  stands  ready  to  assist  in  any 
way  and  will  be  glad  to  improve  all  opportunities  presented. 

It  has  lost  by  death  during  the  year  two  of  its  willing  and 
active  members,  Mrs.  Truman  Stone  and  Miss  Eliza  Mc- 
Gowan,  who  are  much  mourned  and  regretted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GRACIA   S.   BENEDICT. 

C hat  r  man. 


List  of    Magazines  and    Papers   to  be  found  in  the 
Reading  Room. 


Art  Amateur, 

Art  Interchange, 

Magazine  of  American  History. 

Current  Literature, 

Cosmopolitan, 

Lippincott's  Magazine, 

Harper's  Magazine, 

Harper's  Weekly, 

Century, 

St.  Nicholas, 

Good  Housekeeping, 

Contemporary, 

Fortnightly  Review, 

Nineteenth  Century  Review, 

Ladies'  Home  Journal, 

Far  and  Near, 


Poet  Lore, 

Buffalo  Courier, 

Buffalo  Express, 

Buffalo  Commercial, 

Buffalo  Enquirer, 

Buffalo  Times, 

New  York  Sunday  Tribune, 

Woman's  Journal, 

Woman's  Tribune, 

Our  Record, 

The  Educator, 

The  Nation, 

Kindergarten  News, 

Food,  Home  and  Garden, 

Keystone. 


COMMITTEE  ON   RECEPTION. 


The  work  of  this  Committee  has  been  the  same  as  in  for- 
mer years.  During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  when  the 
work  of  the  Union  was  carried  on  in  the  Gymnasium,  the 
Committee  had  comparatively  little  to  do  except  to  relieve 
the  Superintendent  one  afternoon  each  week,  but  when 
some  of  the  new  rooms  were  occupied  our  duties  increased, 
and  each  member  gladly  responded  to  whatever  call  came. 

We  cheerfully  welcome  the  many  young  business  women 
of  our  city  to  the  privileges  of  the  Library  and  Reading- 
room,  where  they  can  spend  the  noon-hour  in  quiet  rest  or 
'  in  looking  over  the  daily  papers,  magazines  and  books. 

On  the  completion  of  the  Ripley  Memorial  Library  we 
trust  that  women  of  leisure,  as  well  as  teachers  and  pupils, 
who  are  especialy  interested  in  educational  work,  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunities  there  offered. 

We  have  found  the  Agency  of  Direction  very  useful  in 
giving  needed  information. 

The  Committee  has  been  able  to  aid  in  many  ways  those 
who  came  to  the  Union  as  strangers,  who  soon  found  they 
were  among  friends  who  had  sympathy  for  them  in  trouble, 
a  word  of  encouragement  for  those  in  doubt,  and  a  God- 
speed for  every  good  work. 

It  has  also  afforded  us  great  pleasure  to  show  to  visitors 
our  new  building,  so  near  completion,  pointing  out  to  them 
not  only  its  beauties  but  also  its  adaptability  for  all  depart- 
ments of  educational  work. 

This  Committee  will  have  new  opportunities  afforded 
with  the  formal  opening  of  the  new  building,  and  may  we 
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not  hope  that  the  number  may  be  doubled  of  those  who 
will  consider  it  the  highest  privilege  to  aid  in  this  most 
pleasant  work,  the  doing  of  which  is  its  own  reward. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY   J.    LYTLK, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE    ON    AGENCY    OF   DIRECTION. 


Two  years  since  there  seemed  to  be  a  demand  for  the 
work  of  this  Committee,  so  a  list  of  the  various  schools, 
kindergartens,  libraries,  diet  kitchen  and  district  nurses, 
with  other  charities,  was  prepared,  and  has  proved  quite 
useful,  especially  to  nfew  residents,  who  often  apply  to  the 
Union  for  information  regarding  these  institutions. 

For  the  benelit  of  young  women  seeking  a  boarding- 
house,  which  should  be  more  than  a  place  to  eat  and  sleep 
in,  we  have  endeavored  to  furnish  homes  in  private  families 
on  reasonable  terms.  Since  May  i,  1893,  twenty  names 
and  addresses  of  persons  having  rooms  to  rent  have  been 
registered  on  our  books.  There  have  been  ten  applications 
for  rooms. 

Having  a  few  addresses  in  Chicago,  at  the  time  of  the 
World's  Fair,  we  furnished  accommodations  for  three  ladies 
who  applied  to  the  Agency.  We  hope  the  coming  year 
that  this  work  will  be  better  known  and  may  prove  of  great 
value  to  those  for  whom  it  is  intended. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY    H.   WILLIAMS, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    MEMBERSHIP. 


Notwithstanding  the  financial  depression,  and  the  discon- 
tinuance of  classes,  the  Membership  Committee  is  happy 
to  report  a  gain  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  members. 

The  practical  work  of  the  Women's  Union  merits  the 
co-operation  of  every  woman  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 

Circulars  have  been  published  and  widely  circulated, 
asking  women  to  inquire  into  the  purposes  and  results  of 
the  work,  and  to  commend  it  to  their  friends. 

Many  do  not  realize  that  without  the  financial  aid  given 
by  membership  dues,  the  Union  could  not  exist. 

The  Committee  is  actively  at  work,  and  hopes  to  double 
the  membership  the  coming  year.  The  record  as  it  now 
stands  is  as  follows  : 

Life  Members 38 

Sustaining 48 

Annual 665 

Total 751 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY   E.    AUSTIN, 

C/tatrman. 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Alexander,  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Altman,  Mrs.  Henry 
Barse.  Mrs.  C.  B.  V. 
Becker,  Mrs.  Philip 
Birdsall,  Mrs.  S.  J. 
*Crozer,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Davidson,  Mrs.  James 
Dodge,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Dunbar,  Miss  Alice  H. 
Dunbar,  Miss  Lucilla 
Evans.  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Fullerton,  Mrs.  Henry  F. 
Glenny,  Mrs.  Esther  A. 
Glenny,  Miss  Esther 
Goodyear,  Mrs.  Esther  P. 
Howard,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Howard,  Mrs.  George 
Howard.  Mrs.  Rufus  L. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Charles  Sumner 
*  Deceased. 


Loomis,  Mrs.  Caroline  E. 
Lytle.  Mrs.  Charles  P. 
Meldrum,  Mrs.  Alexander 
Moore,  Mrs.  Chester 
Norton.  Mrs.  Porter 
Pierce,  Mrs.  Ray  V. 
Ransom,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
♦Rathbun,  Mrs.  Dell  M. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Edward  R. 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Jewett  M. 
Rosenau,  Mrs.  David 
Ross,  Mrs.  James  H. 
Rumrill,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Satterfield,  Mrs.  John 
Shepard.  Mrs.  Sidney 
Taylor.  Miss  Jessie 
Townsend,  Mrs.  George  W. 
White,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Benj.  H. 


SUSTAINING  MEMBERS. 


Appelius,  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Avery,  Mrs.  Trueman  G. 
Hleisteiii,  Mrs.  George 
Brennan,  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Hrinker,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Budd,  Mrs.  Louisa  T. 
Cant,  Mrs.  Andrew 
Case,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Chard,  Mrs.  James  F. 
Crate,  Mrs.  James 
Crocker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Crozer,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Daniels,  Mrs.  Charles 
Kagan,  Mrs.  S.  F. 
Eckley,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Evans,  Miss  Virginia 
Flint.  Mrs.  William  B. 
Fryer,  Mrs  Robert  L. 
Goodyear,  Mrs.  F.  H. 
Griffin,  Mrs.  P.  H. 
Grosvcnor,  Mrs.  S.  H, 
Hedstrom,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Hersee,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Howard,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Jarrett,  Miss  Ellen 
Jones,  Mrs.  Albert 
Kenyon,  Miss  Ada  M. 

Six  have  renewed  since  May  i,  i8<?3. 


Lautz,  Mrs.  Charles 
Lewis,  Mrs.  George  Howard 
Lyth,  Mrs.  John 
McCready.  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Mayer,  Mrs.  Joseph  B. 
Morey,  Mrs.  Norris 
Munro.  Mrs.  Josiah  G. 
Newman,  Mrs.  W.  H.  H. 
Ovens,  Mrs.  R. 
Perew,  Mrs.  Frank 
Pettibonc,  Miss  Nora 
Phelps,  Mrs.  Calista  M. 
Potter,  Mrs.  George  R. 
Ransom,  Miss  Mattie 
Roberts,  Mrs.  James  A. 
Rogers,*  Mrs.  Sherman  S. 
Rogers,  Miss  Lily  Cameron 
Root.  Mrs.  Francis  H. 
Rumsey,  Mrs.  Bronson 
Smith,  Miss  Bertha  Inez 
Spiegel,  Mrs.  Marcus 
Tifft,  Mrs.  Wrilson  S. 
Tillinghast,  Mrs.  James 
Williams,  Mrs.  Albert  L. 
Williams.  Mrs.  Gibson  T. 
Williams,  Miss  Martha  T. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Robert  P. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1S48,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  "The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employment  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter* 
tainments 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  \V.  Austin. 

Mary  H.  Bidwell,  Elizabeth  Blocker, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattie  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Fassett,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Letchworth, 

Sf.lina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jennie  Watson  Norton, 

LuciNDA  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pettibone,  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  'Iownsbnd, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  o£ 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS. 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  W^ADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT. 
.  A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,      } 

County  of  Erie.  j"  ^** 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske,  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agnes  A. 
Fassett,  Cecilia  Utley.  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 
NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU. 

Notary  Public,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS, 

Justice  Supreme  Court. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.—  TitU. 

This  association  shall  be  called  **  The  Women's  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  II.— OhjecL 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women*  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  III.— Officers, 

SRcrioN  I.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vestea 
in  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

*5  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes  effect 
shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected.  At 
each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  oftkes  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

^  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

§  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com- 
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mittees :  On  Finance,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment.  Do- 
mestic Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Education, 
Protection,  Library  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  all  nominations  for  committees,  except  those  for  chair- 
men, who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE    \\\— Membership, 

Any  woman  may  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member  ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sustaining 
member. 

ARTICLE  W—Fiscal  Year. 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May. 

ARTICLE  W.—Annual  Meetirt};. 

Section  i.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  beheld  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

s^  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

i;  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently -elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

.is  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting : 

1.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  officers. 

3.  Reports  of  committees. 

4.  Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 

7.  Inst.'dlaiion  of  officers. 


64 

ARTICLE   Vl\.— Annual  Election, 

Section  i.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  May.     All  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

jj  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m..  and  no  mem- 
ber in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  VIII.—  VacancUs. 

Any  vacancies  occurring  among  the  officers  or  in  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such  vacancy 
shall  occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  terra  of  the 
person  whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  Xy..— Departments  of  Work, 

Si'XrioN  I.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direction 
of  the  Board. 

i:(  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be  in 
charge  of  the  standing  committees.  New  departments  may  be  organized 
whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  deem  such  action  favorable  to  the 
aims  of  the  Union. 

J^  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  remain 
entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  y^.—Associate  Societies, 

Section  i.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of 
each  may  be  known. 

,i$  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems,  may 
be  recognized  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  ^\,— Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adoptp:d  June  i.  1886. 


ARTICLE  \.—Mfetings. 

Section  i.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Eleven  members  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Special  meetings  may 
be  called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of 
such  Board,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any 
time  by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  the  special 
meeting  shall  be  stated  in  the  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that 
specified  shall  be  transacted. 

§  3.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month  by 
the  chairmen  of  the  committees,  and  five  members  of  each  committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  U.—Duties  of  Officers. 

Section  i.  President. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
preside  at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direc- 
tion of  the  several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have 
power  to  appoint,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special 
committees  for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the 
province  of  the  standin;^  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all 
vacancies  which  shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have 
the  usual  powers  of  a  presiding  officer. 

§  2.  Vice-Presidents. — The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

S  3.  Treasurer. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all 
moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting 
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of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
ordei-s.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

5§  4  Secretaries. — The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give  notice 
of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  meetings  and  preserve  all 
records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall  enroll  the  names 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  Ble  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE   llV—Standing  Committees, 

Section  i.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  ofHcers  of  the  Union, 
provide  methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assess- 
ments. It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit  the 
annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

§  2.  The  Committee  on  Social  Affairs  shall  have  charge  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union,  and  extend  to  all  visitors  its  hospi- 
tality. 

5$  3.  The  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment  shall  advise 
and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist  women  in  their 
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chosen  vocations,  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of  Registration,  which 
shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and  furnish  information  to 
those  seeking  it. 

§  4.  The  Committee  on  Domestic  Training  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

g  5.  The  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other  in- 
struction, true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall  be 
best  promoted.  It  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  governing  the  use  of 
the  gymnasium. 

§  6.  The  Committee  on  Philanthropy  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  rendering  such  other  service 
to  the  needy  as  may  seem  desirable. 

§  7.  The  Committee  on  Education  shall  provide  courses  of  lec- 
tures, conversation  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  provisions  as  shall 
best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

§  8.  The  Committee  on  Protection  shall  defend  the  legal  and 
social  rights  of  women,  and  shall  assist  in  measures  which  may  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

g  g.  The  Committee  on  Library  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

§  10.  The  Committee  on  Membership  shall  solicit  renewals,  and 
in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to  increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual 
Membership. 

§  II.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at  all 
the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve  she  shall 
appoint  a  substitute. 

§  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
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reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 

S  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

>^  14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  **  Roberts's  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  W.—Onffr  of  Business. 

The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  every  regular 

meeting  : 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

8.  Unfinished  business. 

9.  New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE   \. —Real  Estate. 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chair- 
men  of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this 
Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  by  the  Hoard  of 
Directors. 
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ARTICLE  Yl— Annua/  Election, 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  March  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
thrc*  members  of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four 
nominations  of  Directors,  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual 
election.  Each  member  of  the  Union  may  vote  for  twelve  Directors, 
and  the  twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared 
elected  ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors 
of  election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  Vn.'-Amendments. 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Hoard. 


OFFICERS   FOR    1894- 1895, 


President Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 

First  Vice-President Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Second  Vice-President Mrs.  PORTER  NORTON. 

Third  Vice-President Mrs.  P.  H.  GRIFFIN. 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 

Corresponding  Secretary,     .     .     .  Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 

Treasurer, Mrs.  HENRY  RUMRILL. 

DIRECTORS. 

To  May  i,  1895. 

Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett,  Mrs.  Charles  Lautz, 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Lytle, 

Mrs.  George  Clinton,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Milinowski, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear,  Mrs.  Chester  Moore. 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin.  Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore. 

Miss  Ada  M.  Kenyon,  Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 

«  To  Mav  X,  1896. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin,  Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd,  Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge,  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Rice, 

Mrs.  H.  C.  FiSKE,  Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon,  Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Letchworth,  Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams. 

To  May  1,  1897. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin,  Mrs.  Josiah  Letchworth, 

Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender,  Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict,  Mrs.  Henry  Rumrill, 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bull,  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 

Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Falk.  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker. 

Miss  Abby  Grosvenor,  Mrs.  (George  Wing. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,    1894-189^. 


FINANCE. 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Lbtchworth, Chairman. 

SOCIAL  AFFAIRS. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, Chairman, 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd,  ^ Chairman, 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown, Secretary. 

DOMESTIC  TRAINING. 
, Chairman, 

HYGIENE  AND  PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, Chairman. 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Williams, Secretary. 

PHILANTHROPY. 

Mrs.  George  Clinton, Chairman, 

, Secretary. 

EDUCATION. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams Chairman. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill Secretary, 

PROTECTION. 

Mrs,  Chester  Moork Chairman, 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot Secretary, 
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LIBRARY. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict Chairmam. 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels, Secretary, 

MEMBERSHIP. 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin Chairman. 


SPECIAL   COMMITTEES. 

LITERARY  AND  MUSICAL  ENTER-CAINMENTS. 
Mrs.  Hknry  C.  FisKE Chairman, 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 
Mrs.  L.  A.  BuLl Chairman, 

RECEPTION. 
Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Barti.ktt Chairman, 


Legacies  may  be  lost  to  the  Society  by  failure  to  use  a 
proper  form.     We  suggest  the  following 

FORM    OF    BEQUEST. 
/  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the   Women  s  Eduea- 
tional  and  Tndnstrial   Union  of  Buffalo^   the   sum   of 

and  hereby  authorize  my  Executors 

to  pay  the  same  to  the  person  who  shall  be  acting  as 
Treasurer  of  said  Society. 


i895. 
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OFFICERS   FOR   1894-1895. 


President, Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 

First  Vice-President,  .....  Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Second  Vice-President Mrs.  PORTER  NORTON. 

Third  Vice-President Mrs.  P.  H.  GRIFFIN. 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 

Treasurer, Mrs.  JENNIE  RUMRILL. 


Directors. 


Mrs.  A.  \V.  Austin,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett.  Mrs. 

Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull,  Mrs. 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  George  Clinton.  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd,  Mrs. 

fMrs.  Daniel  Desbecker,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge,  Mrs. 

♦Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Falk,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiskk,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Goodyear,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Griffin,  Mrs. 

♦Miss  Abbie  Grosvenor,  Mrs. 

fMrs.  LuciEN  Howe.  Mrs. 

Miss  Ada  M.  Kenyon,  Mrs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon,  Mrs. 


Charles  Lautz, 

JOSIAH  LeTCHWORTH, 

W.  C.  Letch  WORTH, 
Charles  P.  Lyti.e, 

H.  R.   MiLINOWSKI. 

Chester  Moore. 
T.  M.  Moore. 
Adelbert  Moot, 
Porter  Norton. 
Edward  R.  Rice. 
James  A.  Roberts, 
Jennie  Rumrill, 
Ellie  J.  Shepard. 
Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
George  \V.  Townsend, 
Frank  A.  Wade, 
Charles  R.  Walker, 
B.  H.  Williams, 
George  Wing, 


Superintendent^  Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis. 
*  Resigned.  t  Elected  to  fill  vacancy. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,  1894 -1895. 


Finance. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Letcm WORTH Chairman, 

Mrs.  F.  S.  BuELL,  Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  G00DYE4R,  Mrs.  George  A.  Ricker, 

Miss  H.  M.  HiBBARp,  Mrs.  Jennie  Rumrill. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  HussEY,  Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend,. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wadk. 


Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Ken  yon Chairman. 

Mrs.  R   M.  Ardrey,  Mrs.  A.  Millard, 

Mrs.  A.  K.  Clarkson,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 

Mrs.  James  Crate,  Mrs.  C.  £.  Selkirk, 

Mrs.  Etta  Ware  Hill,  Mrs.  Charles  Seymour, 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Kenyon,  Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard, 

Miss  Hattie  T.  Lay,  Mrs.  John  Slots, 
.Mrs.  M.  V.  V.  Smith. 


Employment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd, Chairman, 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown Secretary. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Hill,  Mrs.  John  O'Brien, 

Mrs.  G.  H.  HoFFHEiNS,  Mrs.  A.  VV.  Place, 

Mrs.  Henry  Munson,  Mrs.  Cyrus  A.  Prouty^ 

Miss  Hattie  T.  Lay,  Mrs.  John  Ross, 

Mrs.  George  W.  Weed. 
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Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade CAairman. 

Mrs.  Charles  G.  Williams,       .     .     .      Secretary. 

Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender.  Miss  Louise  M.  Lapey, 

Mrs.  Andrew  Cant,  Mrs.  William  Macomber, 

Miss  Lucy  Denton,  Dr.  Sarah  Morris, 

Miss  Adella  Fay,  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  O'Brien, 

Dr.  Maud  J.  Frye,  Mrs.  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Miss  Emily  J.  Hawkins,  Mrs.  M.  B.  White. 

Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  George  Cunton Chairman. 


Mrs.  Mary  H.  Adams,  ' 
Mrs.  EvALYN  Daw, 
Mrs.  William  Johnson, 
Mrs.  Alfred  Ketchum, 


Mrs.  James  A.  Love, 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Patch, 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Taylor, 
Mrs.  George  T.  Wardwell, 


Mrs.  Edson  J.  Weeks. 


Education. 


Mrs.  Bbnj.  H.  Williams, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill, 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin. 
Miss  Gertrude  Bacon, 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  Herbert  P.  Bisseu., 
Mrs.  George  Bleistein, 
Mrs  Levi  P.  Bliss, 
Miss  Bessie  Codd, 
Mrs.  Walter  P  Cooke, 
Mrs.  Edward  Eisele, 
Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Falk, 
Miss  Adelaide  Graybiel, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hirshfield, 
Miss  Helen  Horton, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 


Chairman. 
Secretary. 

Miss  Ellen  Jarrett, 
Miss  Ada  M.  Ken  yon, 
Miss  Eleanor  Ladd, 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Lawrence. 
Miss  Lucy  B.  Lee. 
Miss  Mary  Lovejoy, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Mayer, 
Miss  Charlotte  McMillan, 
Mrs.  H.  R.  MiLiNOWSKi, 
Mrs.  James  B.  Parke, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Smith, 
Miss  Carrie  Vedder. 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker. 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 


Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 

Chairman. 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels. 

Secretary. 

Miss  Kate  I.  Brunk. 

Miss  M.  T.  Karnes, 

Mrs.  \V.  F.  Chandler, 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Lytle. 

Miss  Carrie  Champlin, 

Miss  Beixe  McGowan, 

Miss  Bessie  Codd, 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Meister, 

Miss  Grace  R.  Davis. 

Miss  LuRA  Newman, 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Davis, 

Miss  Lilian  B.  Parsons, 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill, 

Mrs.  R.  V.  Pierce, 

Mrs.  John  Druar, 

Mrs.  P.  F.  Piper, 

Mrs.  G.  VV.  Dunbar,  Jr., 

Mre.  W.  C.  Russell. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Edge, 

Miss  Harriet  Safford, 

Miss  Margaret  M.  Eisele 

Mrs.  Milton  B.  Straight 

Miss  Anna  C.  Fklton, 

Mrs.  Wrilson  S.  Tifft, 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Fraser, 

Miss  Mary  Walker, 

Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins, 

Miss  Mary  Wright. 

Protection. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 

Chairman. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot Secretary. 

Mrs.  E.  O.  Cheney.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Love, 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Clkment,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Lytle, 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Tifft. 

Mrs.  Richard  Flach,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Townsend. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Jkffers,  Mrs.  A.  Van  Orman, 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Jenkins,  Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams. 


Walter  Cooke, 
Robert  B.  Foote, 
Gen.  John  C.  Graves, 
Walter  S.  Jenkins, 
Frank  M.  Loomis, 
William  Macomber, 
Joseph  Murphy, 


COUNSELORS. 

Thomas  H.  Noonan, 
Charles  P.  Norton. 
Porter  Norton. 
William  Palmer. 
John  F.  Patterson, 
Hon.  Jambs  O.  Putnam. 
Frank  F.  Williams, 
George  T.  Wardwell. 


Membership. 


Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin Chairman. 

Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins Secretary, 


Mrs.  Edgar  Birdsall, 
Mrs.  Harvey  D.  Blakeslee, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Bridgman, 
Mrs.  Lucas  Chester, 
Miss  LiBBiE  F.  Couch, 
Mrs.  John  Crawford, 
Miss  Kate  Cuthbbrt, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Dunbar.  Jr., 
Mrs.  C.  J.  Ellis. 
Mrs.  George  A.  Frier, 
Miss  Abby  W.  Grosvenor, 
Mrs.  R.  H.  M.  Hopkins, 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Huntley, 
Miss  Katharyne  Keener, 

Mrs.  W.  F. 


Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover, 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Koch. 
Mrs.  R.  W.  McCready, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Parsons, 
Miss  Bonnie  Rouse, 
Miss  Emma  Sibley, 
Mrs.  George  Sherripf, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Stevenson, 
Mrs.  D.  J.  Stickney, 
Mrs.  Anna  Van  Orman, 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker, 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Waters, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Wells, 
Worthington. 


Domestic  Training. 


Mrs.  Lucien  Howe,    .     .     . 
Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett,  . 


Chairman, 
Secretary, 


Mrs.  William  T.  Atwater, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Bach, 
Miss  Jessica  Beers. 
Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  John  Fallahee, 


Mrs.  Worthington  C.  Miner, 
Mrs.  S.  S.  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Rice, 
Mrs.  Sidney  M.  Sweet, 
Miss  Sara  L.  Truscott. 


SPECIAL   COMMITTEES. 


Kitchen 

Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, 
Miss  Anna  Carter, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Clinton, 
Miss  Katherine  Clinton, 
Miss  Grace  Davis, 
Miss  Emma  Dunbar, 
Miss  LuciLiJi  Dunbar, 
Miss  Anna  C.  Felton. 
Miss  Jean  Forbush, 
Miss  Fannie  Fowler, 
Miss  Ada  Hadley, 


Garden. 

CMairman. 
Miss  Florence  Hawkins, 
Mrs.  Willard  E.  Keyes, 
Miss  Belle  Morey, 
Miss  Emily  H.  Patch, 
Miss  Sarah  Sikes, 
Miss  Charlotte  Tilden, 
Mrs.  Francis  Underhill, 
Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Miss  Alma  White, 
Miss  Josephine  Wilhelm, 


Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 


Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske, 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Miss  Carrie  M.  Cochrane, 
Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge, 
Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Falk, 
Miss  Carrie  Hazard, 
Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Merchant, 


Chairman. 

Mrs.  CuRTiss  E.  Rumrill, 

Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Shamp, 

Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson, 

Miss  Emma  Louise  Treat, 

Miss  Martha  Van  Vlbcr, 

Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Worth ington, 


Reception. 

Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett,  .     . 


ChairmaH, 


Mrs.  Mary  H.  Adams, 
Mrs.  Spencer  Bailey, 
Mrs.  William  M.  Bloomer, 
Mrs.  James  M.  Drill, 
Mrs.  Alexander  Frazer, 
Mrs.  Russell  Gorsline, 
Miss  EuzA  S.  Haskins, 
Mrs.  Etta  Ware  Hill, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Ingraham, 
Miss  Ellen  Jarrrit, 


Mrs.  J.  G.  Jeffers, 

Mrs.  James  A.  Love, 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Mattice. 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 

Mrs.  James  B.  Parke, 

Mrs.  William  E.  Plummer,  Jr., 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shibls, 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Stinson, 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Tabor, 

Miss  Mary  H.  Williams, 


Agency  of  Direction. 

Miss  Mary  H.  Williams,      ....     Chairman. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 
Read  at  thb  Annual  Mbbting  held  May  14,  1895. 


In  a  souvenir  programme  published  two  months  ago  the 
key-notes  of  the  Union  were  defined  as  follows :  Liberal 
fellowship,  progressive  education,  industrial  advancement, 
home  ideals,  equal  justice,  and  free-hearted  hospitality. 
The  first  annual  meeting  in  the  new  Union  building  will 
prove  an  important  occasion  if  we  are  able  to  demonstrate 
that  just  claim  has  been  made  for  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  our  organization. 

Active  work  in  many  of  the  departments  was  so  much 
delayed  by  the  late  opening  that  a  fair  estimate  can  hardly 
be  given.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  record  a  steady  growth 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 

The  continued  business  depression  of  the  summer  of 
1894  made  it  impossible  to  fulfill  the  hope  so  often  ex- 
pressed that  on  the  opening  day  the  new  building  might  be 
dedicated  entirely  free  from  debt.  The  most  persistent 
effort  was  unable  to  accomplish  the  desired  end  ;  therefore, 
on  Monday,  October  29,  1894,  the  new  home  was  thrown 
open  to  the  public,  and  all  dedicatory  services  postponed 
until  such  time  as  the  Union  might  again  rejoice  in  its 
absolute  freedom  from  debt. 
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Only  one  account  of  the  building  fund  has  been  ren- 
dered ;  that  was  published  in  our  Annual  Report  of  1893. 
The  Building  Committee  expected  to  present  at  this  meet- 
ing a  full  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  building,  the  liabili- 
ties, etc.,  but,  owing  to  unavoidable  delay  in  the  collection 
of  subscriptions  and  settlement  for  extras,  it  is  impossible 
to  do  so. 

From  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  you  will 
learn  that  there  have  been  two  large  gifts  and  one  gener- 
ous bequest  to  the  building  fund  received  during  the  year. 
The  debt  is  considerably  decreased,  and  we  hope  in  good 
time  to  cancel  all  indebtedness  and  to  invite  the  friends  of 
the  Union  to  the  dedication  of  the  beautiful  new  building, 
made  possible  by  their  faith  and  generosity.  A  report  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Mary  A.  Ripley 
Memorial  Fund  will  be  given  to-night. 

In  asking  for  subscriptions  we  have  been  met  by  the 
assertion  that  it  is  well  for  charitable  associations  to  be  in 
debt  because  it  stimulates  interest.  We  believe  that  as  the 
financial  question  in  philanthropy  is  of  minor  importance 
too  much  time  and  energy  given  to  its  consideration  has 
a  tendency  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  work. 

The  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union,  with  its 
broad  outlook  and  far-reaching  possibilities,  demands  the 
constant  service  of  every  leader  for  its  highest  objects.  We 
trust  that  those  who  are  able  to  give  generously  to  our 
charitable  or  educational  institutions  will  never  hesitate  to 
lighten  the  financial  burdens  of  the  officers  through  the 
mistaken  idea  that  they  may  thus  cause  interest  or 
endeavor  to  decrease. 

To  enlarge  the  membership  of  our  Union,  that  an  in- 
creased income  may  provide  for  the  growing  requirements 
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of  the  various  departments,  will  prove  a  never-failing 
source  of  occupation  for  the  active  workers. 

The  Educational,  Domestic  Training,  Kitchen  Garden, 
Protective  and  Philanthropic  sections  need  endowments. 

The  Union  desires  to  establish  branches,  for  its  most 
practical  work  in  various  parts  of  our  city.  It  aims  to  be 
a  veritable  "thought  center,"  from  which  shall  radiate 
many  lines  of  intelligent  effort  for  humanity.  To  success- 
fully carry  out  our  plans  we  need  the  co-operation  of  the 
wealthy  men  and  women  of  our  city,  and  if  eleven  years 
of  practical  work  merits  their  approval  we  ask  them  to 
attest  it  by  continuing  their  donations  and  remembering 
the  exhortation  of  the  famous  English  preacher,  "Carve 
your  name  on  hearts  and  not  on  marble." 

Our  Union  has  recently  joined  the  State  Federation  of 
Clubs.  "  This  Federation  aims  to  bring  into  relations  of 
mutual  helpfulness  alumnae  associations,  working  girls' 
clubs,  professional  leagues  and  literary  societies,  press 
clubs  and  philanthropic  bodies.  It  has  begun  in  the  true 
spirit  of  democracy  and  rests  upon  a  firm  basis  of  sound 
economic  principles."  The  next  conference  of  the  Federa- 
tion will  be  held  at  Brooklyn  next  November,  and  we  shall 
be  represented  by  delegates. 

Women  as  well  as  men  should  be  instructed  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  good  citizenship,  and  to  that  end  we  have  added 
the  study  of  civics  and  social  economics  to  the  privileges 
of  our  membership.  In  behalf  of  more  business-like  meth- 
ods practical  suggestions  for  the  use  of  committees  have 
been  formulated  and  adopted  by  our  Board  of  Directors. 
A  gain  is  already  noticeable  in  the  better  observance  of 
parliamentary  rules  and  more  conciseness  in  the  monthly 
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reports.  A  wise  economy  of  time  is  important  to  the  busy 
woman. 

We  are  glad  to  record  the  birth  of  a  new  organization 
in  our  city  during  the  year,  that  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Club.  Its  m£^rvelous  success  is  encouraging  to  all  women. 
Our  Union  extends  a  cordial  fellowship  to  the  members  of 
the  club,  and  while  realizing  that  their  lines  of  work  are 
on  a  different  basis  from  ours,  being,  as  we  understand, 
purely  of  a  literary  and  social  nature,  still  as  they  seek  to 
promote  the  best  ideals  and  to  increase  interest  in  the 
higher  education,  they  are  in  full  accord  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Union. 

Another  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  line  of  woman's 
endeavor  is  the  fact  that  two  of  our  well-known  and  most 
deserving  charities,  the  Free  Kindergarten  Association  and 
Fitch  Creche,  have,  by  the  aid  of  intelligent  and  practical 
women,  been  able  to  add  materially  to  the  funds  for  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  their  work. 

The  Women's  Edition  of  the  Buffalo  Courier^  issued 
May  8,  1895,  is  conceded  to  be  a  most  creditable  achieve- 
ment for  the  women  of  our  enterprising  and  progressive 
city. 

There  is  much  talk  in  these  days  of  the  "  new  woman  " 
and  of  her  exploits  and  ambitions,  but  in  an  enlightened 
and  common-sense  view  we  see  that  there  is  no  entirely 
new  woman.  It  is  truly  said  that  "  to  the  old-fashioned 
virtues  of  her  grandmother  the  woman  of  to-day  has 
added  a  broader  education,  a  wider  and  more  independent 
thought  and  life,  but  this  is  only  the  unfolding  of  the  pos- 
sibilities that  were  in  woman  from  the  beginning." 

Why  not  discuss  the  new  man !  Is  he  not  taking  his 
rightful  part  in  the  march  for  human  progress  ? 
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To  our  Union  workers,  wearied  with  the  year's  effort 
and  its  frequent  discouragements,  I  commend  the  message 
of  our  own  philosopher,  given  in  his  essay  '*  Perpetual 
Forces."  May  it  serve  to  inspire  you,  as  it  does  me,  to 
continued  and  more  earnest  endeavor.  "The  cause  of 
right  for  which  we  labor  never  dies,  works  in  long  periods, 
can  afford  many  checks,  gains  by  our  defeats,  and  will 
know  how  to  compensate  our  extremest  sacrifice." 

HARRIET   A.    TOWNSEND, 

President. 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY. 


Growth  is  always  an  interesting  process  to  watch,  and  to 
see  the  growth  and  development  of  this  active  asso- 
ciation from  the  smallest  of  beginnings  to  its  present 
condition  of  prosperity,  has  been  indeed  most  interesting. 

To  judge  from  the  past  one  might  almost  say  there  was 
no  limit  to  what  could  be  accomplished  in  the  future  with 
the  added  momentum  of  each  year's  experience. 

A  marked  step  in  our  progress  was  taken  when  we  entered 
our  new  building,  which  was  thrown  open  to  the  public 
October  29.  It  is  estimated  that  over  two  thousand  people 
visited  the  Union  that  day. 

With  enlarged  quarters  new  enterprises  were  undertaken, 
among  which  were  the  organization  of  the  Civic  Club  and 
of  the  Union  Girls*  Circle,  and  the  broadening  of  the  work 
in  the  Domestic  Training  Department ;  but  all  these  will 
be  described  in  detail  by  the  chairmen  of  the  various  com- 
mittees, upon  whose  domain  the  Secretary  must  not  trespass. 
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Another  direction  in  which  the  Union  has  served  the 
public  has  been  by  giving  them  the  opportunity  to  hear 
lectures  and  talks  by  such  people  as  Julia  Ward  Howe,  Mrs. 
Ednah  Cheney,  Mrs.  H.  L.  T.  Wolcott,  William  Hamilton 
Gibson,  David  Christie  Murray,  and  others. 

That  our  new  and  beautiful  hall  has  been  appreciated  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  many  have  been  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  its  facilities.  In  March,  by  invitation  of  the  Union, 
the  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Women  held  its 
mid-year  conference  in  Buffalo,  and  the  officers  were  the 
guests  of  the  Union  during  their  stay  in  town. 

The  Board  of  Directors  have  held  the  usual  number  of 
meetings — twelve  in  all  (eleven  regular  and  three  special). 
Of  the  twelve  Directors  whose  terms  of  office  expired  in 
May,  1894,  eight  were  re-elected  at  the  annual  election  held 
May  I.  The  four  new  Directors  then  chosen  were  Mrs  C. 
R.  Walker,  Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender,  Mrs.  Josiah  Letchworth  and 
Miss  Abby  Grosvenor. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  May  3,  the  officers  of  the 
previous  year  were  re-elected. 

The  resignations  of  Miss  Grosvenor  and  Mrs.  Falk  have 
been  received  and  their  places  filled  by  the  election  of  Mrs. 
Lucien  Howe  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker..  The  visitors' 
book  shows  the  names  of  seven  hundred  and  forty  people 
who  have  registered,  representing  many  foreign  countries 
as  well  as  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union. 

Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis  continues  faithfully  to  perform 
the  duties  of  Superintendent,  and  the  eleventh  year  of  the 
Union  closes  with  an  ever-widening  field  of  operation 
before  it.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 

Recording  Secretary, 


REPORT   OF   THE    TREASURER. 


WOMEN'S  EDUCATIONAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  UNION 

IN   ACCOUNT  WITH 

JENNIE  RUMRILL,    Treasurer. 

General  Fund. — Receipts. 
May  I,  1894. 

By  Cash  on  hand I428 .68 

May  I,  1895. 

By  Annual  Membership $871 .00 

Sustaining  Membership % . . .  450.00 

Cash  Donations 43*00 

Rent  of  Rooms 892.00 

Interest 34-93 

Programmes 481 .  50 

Parliamentary  Usages 2 .  70 

Educational  Committee 78 1 .08 

Library  Committee 205 .40 

Protective  Committee 19-59 

Philanthropy  Committee 6. 50 

Literary  and  Musical  Committee 175 .60 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee 9. 98 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee 150. 78 

Domestic  Training  Committee 1,134.09 

Permanent  Fund 810.00     6.068.15 

♦6.496.83 

Permanent  Fund. 

May  I,  1894,  By  Cash  in  Bank 700.00 

May  I,  1895,  By  Life  Membership 1,500.00 

Interest 21.82     1,521.82 

2,221.82 

To  Loan  to  General  Fund 810.00 

Loan  to  Building  Fund 790.00 

Interest  paid  into  General  Fund      21 .  82     i  ,621 .  82 

May  I,  1895,  In  Treasury I600.00 
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Art  Fund. 

May  I,  1894,  In  Bank 35- 10 

May  I,  1895,  Interest 1.40 

May  I,  1895,  In  Bank 36.50 

General  Fvnd.— Expenditures, 
May  I,  1895. 
To   Printing,   Advertising,    Postage,    Stationery, 

Bill  of  Work,  etc $1,747  42 

Superintendent's  Salary 480.00 

Substitute 22 .  50 

Janitor's  Salary 480.00 

Assistant  Janitor's  Salary 175.00 

Illuminating  Gas 175.00 

Natural  Gas 84 .  40 

Insurance 82. 50 

Water 73.50 

Local  Taxes 251.82 

Buffalo  Electric  Company 33 .  16 

Educational  Committee 784. 50 

Library  Committee 92 .  25 

Protective  Committee 7 .  92 

Philanthropic  Committee 155 .  67 

Literary  and  Musical  Committee 156. 70 

Social  Affairs  Committee 35-47 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee 52. 55 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture 166. 55 

Domestic  Training  Committee 1.323. 55 

6,380.46 

Cash  on  hand 161 .  37 

$6,496.83 

Examined  and  approved, 


HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND.  )    ^    ,. 
LAURA  C.  LETCHWORTH.  \  ^»^'^^'-^' 


COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 


During  the  past  year  this  committee  has  received  the 
same  encouraging  support  from  its  friends  as  heretofore. 

Although  the  year  has  been  particularly  trying  in  a 
financial  way,  the  responses  to  our  solicitations  have  been 
many  and  liberal. 

Forty  tons  of  coal  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars 
from  generous  coal  merchants,  together  with  fifty-five  dol- 
lars from  the  general  fund  of  the  Union,  have  met  the  needs 
of  this  department. 

Many  gifts  have  been  received  for  the  various  require- 
ments of  the  Union  work.  Liberal  supplies  of  stationery, 
soap,  oil,  canned  fruits  and  other  necessary  articles  have 
been  generously  donated. 

A  complete  record  of  all  gifts  is  kept  by  the  Superin- 
tendent ;  it  is  the  request  of  the  majority  that  their  names 
shall  not  be  published. 

Our  President  has  received  great  assistance  from  the 
unfailing  kindness  of  Mr.  Charles  W.  Miller,  Mr.  James  A. 
Love,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Fox  and  Messrs.  White  Brothers  in 
furnishing  livery  for  her  use  when  soliciting  for  the  build- 
ing fund. 

The  increased  revenue  from  the  rental  of  rooms  for 
studios  and  other  purposes  has  been  very  encouraging,  as 
well  as  the  income  derived  from  the  use  of  the  Union  Hall. 

We  hope  that  with  the  improvement  in  business  a  much 
larger  return  may  accrue  to  us  in  the  coming  year,  so  that 
the  need  of  outside  assistance  will  be  materially  lessened. 
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Already  the  Gymnasium  has  been  leased  until  May,  '96, 
for  musical  purposes,  as  there  is  ample  room  in  the  new 
building  for  the  classes  in  Physical  Culture^ 

Thirty  new  life  members  have  been  obtained.  It  is  the 
earnest  desire  to  make  a  special  effort  in  this  direction,  and 
we  ask  the  hearty  co-operation  of  friends  that  the  number 
may  soon  reach  one  hundred.   ' 

The  Union  has  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  decease  of 
of  Mr.  E.  L.-  Hedstrom.  During  his  life  he  was  ever  a  gen- 
erous friend  and  warm  supporter  of  the  work.  At  his 
death  he  left  a  bequest  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  the 
building  fund. 

Two  other  generous  gifts  to  the  building  fund  have  also 
been  received  :  From  Mrs.  Sidney  Shepard  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  from  the  Hon.  James  M.  Smith  one 
thousand  dollars. 

The  report  of  the  Building  Committee  will  be  given  when 
all  contracts  are  settled. 

The  Finance  Committee  is  very  grateful  to  all  who  have 
sustained  it  in  its  work,  and  earnestly  desires  a  continuance 
of  this  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LAURA  C.  LETCH  WORTH. 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON   SOCIAL   AFFAIRS. 


The  Annual  Fall  Reception  was  held  October  29th. 

The  opening  of  the  new  building  drew  a  very  large 
attendance.     Refreshments  were  served  from  5  to  8  p.  m. 

March  7th  a  reception  was  given  to  Mrs.  Julia  Ward 
Howe,  after  her  lecture  upon  Lowell,  Whittier  and  Holmes. 
Refreshments  were  served  from  5  to  6  p.  m. 

The  Annual  Election  was  held  May  7th.  Refreshments 
were  served  from  12  to  8  p.  m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BeETTE  e.  kenyon. 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE    ON    EMPLOYMENT. 


It  is  the  province  of  this  committee  to  procure  employ- 
ment for  women,  and  to  assist,  as  far  as  possible,  with  kind 
advice  and  encouragement  all  who  come  to  the  Union  for 
work  or  assistance. 

There  must  necessarily  be  some  philanthropic  work  done 
in  this  department,  as  we  have  found  by  experience  that 
the  needs  of  some  were  so  imperative  that  delays  were 
dangerous,  and  the  committee  have  tried  to  relieve,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  most  urgent  cases. 

The  year's  work  has  been  most  encouraging.  The  list 
of  fraudulent  firms  which  are  investigated  and  sent  to  us 
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from  time  to  time  by  the  Boston  Union  we  have  found 
most  useful  in  our  work.  Our  list  now  numbers  nearly 
forty  of  these  fraudulent  firms.  They  advertise  through 
the  newspapers,  "Work  at  home.  Can  make  from  $io  to 
$15  per  week.  Full  particulars  sent  on  receipt  of  $1.00." 
Sometimes  it  is  two  postage  stamps. 

It  is  the  rule  in  this  department  to  require  references 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  investigate  them,  hoping,  in  this 
way,  to  prevent  any  dissatisfaction  of  either  employer 
or  employee. 

We  have  very  little  to  add  to  the  report  of  the  Mending 
Department,  but  still  have  hope  for  it  in  the  future. 

Of  the  829  applications  for  work,  employment  was  given 
to  714  women.  Our  register  has  the  best  of  names,  with 
references,  and  the  Employment  Bureau  takes  pleasure  in 
finding  positions  for  bookkeepers,  stenographers,  telegra- 
phers, copyists,  clerks,  governesses,  matrons,  housekeepers, 
nurses,  seamstresses,  dressmakers  and  laundresses. 

Circulars  describing  our  work  have  been  freely  distributed, 
and  can  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  at  the  desk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  CODD. 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON   DOMESTIC   TRAINING. 


The  work  in  the  department  of  Domestic  Training  can 
be  classified  under  the  usual  divisions  of  such  work — sew- 
ing classes,  laundry  classes,  cooking  classes.  There  have 
been  during  the  year  377  pupils,  195  of  these  attending  the 
demonstration  cooking  lessons.  This  total  of  377  does  not 
include  the  attendance  at  the  Mothers'  Meetings,  or  those 
taught  at  the  Elmwood  School  and  the  Creche. 

The  instruction  in  cooking  has  been  given  through 
classes  arranged  to  give  a  systematic  course,  through  even- 
ing classes  for  cooks,  two  scholarship  classes  for  young 
girls,  demonstration  lessons  and  chafing-dish  lessons — if 
the  word  instruction  can  be  fittingly  used  in  connection 
with  anything  so  convivial  in  its  suggestions  as  the  chafing 
dish.  The  laundry  course  has  included  both  plain  work 
and  the  laundering  of  fine  embroideries  and  laces ;  there 
was  instruction  in  sewing  for  teachers  and  also  for  chil- 
dren. The  work  of  the  department  has  been  carried  on  by 
our  teacher,  Miss  Buckner,  with  the  skillful  assistance  of 
Miss  Mary  Caldwell  in  the  demonstration  lessons. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  give  the  minutiae  of  these  classes 
here,  for  when  all  was  said,  we  should  have  but  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  tools  by  which  our  work  was  done,  rather  than 
an  account  of  the  work  itself.  For  it  is  not  a  cooking 
school  that  we  are  trying  to  build  up  ;  our  aim  is  indicated 
instead  by  our  more  ambitious,  and,  we  admit,  more  vague 
title — a  department  of  domestic  training. 

A  certain  housekeeper,  when  the  known  range  of  dishes 
palls,  asks  her  butcher,  "  Now,  Mr. ,  what  kind  of  new 
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n:ea:  hivc  y:u  today?"  Domestic  training  cannot  fur- 
n  >h  a  new  mrui,  but  it  can  give  what  will  perhaps  answer 
the  san-.e  :  jrivse — a  new  ;>::nr  of  view.  For  one  who 
w.-hc'i  :o  keep  well  within  the  facis^that  might  serve  as  a 
w  rk.r.g  ^ic^.^.::icn  of  domestic  training  at  present — a  point 
L'i  virw  I:  IS  a  way  of  loy^ing  at  things ;  a  recognition 
en  the  :  art  of  every  student  that  skiii  in  household  arts  is 
S'x;  !v  a  means  to  an  end,  and  that  end  nothing  less  than 
>e^  :r:r^  V'  each  one  of  the  household  over  which  she  has 
C'.ntrl  th  >e  conditions  which  shall  fit  him  to  do  best  his 
w.rk  in  t:.e  wor'.d.  The  housekeeper  is  the  dignified  and 
ex:  ert  a'Jm:ni>trator.  levying  intelligently  upon  science  as 
we",  a-i  art  for  the  wcli -being  of  the  household  whose  daily 
l::e  >he  ^  j.des  To  insist  upon  less  than  this,  as  the  first,  the 
ia^'t  an  J  the  most  imponant  lesson  which  oar  department  can 
tcajh.  is  to  throw  a.vay  its  opportunity,  and  make  its  work 
a  poor  and  make-sh.ii  affair.  These  be  parlous  words,  but 
if  ojr  statements  sccm  large,  it  is  at  least  by  very  humble 
instruments  that  we  attempt  to  make  them  good.  The 
wa>h'r>»ard  and  the  saucepan,  the  scrubbing  brush  and  the 
threaded  needle,  still  hold  their  own  as  a  means  of  grace. 

The  weekly  Mothers'  Meetings  this  year  give  a  general 
i.!ea  of  the  work.  It  was,  of  course,  such  instruction  re- 
duced to  its  lowest  terms,  but  the  women  who  attended 
those  meetings  learned  something  of  the  nutritive  value  of 
different  foods  and  the  preparation  of  some  of  the  simplest 
dishes,  and  they  were  taught  how  to  cheapen  a  dietary 
without  any  loss  in  food  value.  They  were  also  given 
talks  on  both  personal  and  house  hygiene.  This  instruction 
by  Miss  Buckner  was  varied,  on  alternate  weeks,  by  a 
lecture  or  entertainment,  and  the  thanks  of  the  committee 
should  be  given  here  to  Dr.  Snow,  Dr.  Frye,  Dr.  Manges, 
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Dr.  Morris,  Miss  Sharpe,  Miss  Bigelow  and  Miss  Beers  for 
their  help.  By  the  kindness  of  other  friends,  music  and 
readings  were  also  enjoyed,  and  the  2 2d  of  February  was 
marked  by  a  patriotic  meeting,  with  a  flag-drill  by  the 
ladies  of  the  Hayward-Porter  Circle,  which  was  very 
successful. 

Work  in  domestic  training  will  soon  be  carried  on  in 
New  York  State  under  new  conditions,  for  we  shall  have  an 
official  standard  by  which  it  can  be  tested.  This  last  win- 
ter the  Board  of  Regents  adopted  a  syllabus  for  a  course 
in  House  Science,  for  which  credits  will  be  given  as  in 
other  studies  that  count  towards  the  Regents'  diploma.  It 
will,  as  I  have  said,  fix  a  standard  for  such  work  in  this 
State.  Whether  we  shall  be  able,  in  good  time,  to  reach 
that  standard  depends  upon  two  things — the  efficiency  of 
our  department  and  the  attitude  of  Buffalo  towards  it. 
We  want  your  co-operation,  but,  much  as  we  wish  it,  we 
cannot  forego  our  critical  attitude  in  regard  to  the  kind  of 
support  which  is  often  offered  us.  We  ask  for  help  and 
enthusiasm — not  the  enthusiasm  of  which  fads  are  born, 
but  instead,  that  steady  and  discriminating  interest  which 
sees  clearly  what  is  the  worthy  aim,  is  not  impatient  for  re- 
sults, *and  counts  it  worth  while  to  help  in  the  develop- 
ment of  such  a  factor  in  life  of  our  city.  Will  you  give  us 
that  ? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH   M.   HOWE. 

Chairiftan, 


REPORT  OF  THE  EVELYN  SCHOOLCRAFT 
ALLEN  FUND. 


A  sum  of  $515.65  was  generously  given  to  the  Domestic 
Training  School,  **  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  perma- 
nent fittings  for  the  department."  It  was  the  remainder  of 
a  fund  collected  by  a  committee  of  women  in  an  effort  to 
establish  a  cooking-school  in  Buffalo,  and  now  given  in 
memory  of  one  of  their  number,  the  late  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Schoolcraft  Allen,  to  the  association  which  was  about  to 
accomplish  their  purpose. 

It  seems  proper  that  the  names  of  those  who  have  so 
fittingly  made  this  gift  should  be  recorded  in  this  report. 
The  committee  included  Mrs.  Maria  M.  Welch,  Mrs.  T.  G. 
Avery,  Mrs.  Robert  Keating,  Mrs.  Edward  Wheeler,  Mrs. 
Charles  Germain,  Mrs.  Bernard  Bartow,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Rounds,  Miss  Mary  Lewis. 

The  money  has  been  expended  for  the  following  objects : 

Brass  memorial  plate $  10. oa 

Cooking-desks,   kitchen   and   laundry  cupboards, 

lockers,  etc 302 .  59 

Kitchen  furnishings 27.16 

Clothes-dryer,  laundry-stove,  etc 75  -Oo 

Laundry  furnishings 7.25 

Tables - 5 .  50 

1427-50 
Balance  on  hand $  91 . 75 
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It  was  decided  to  devote  the  remainder  of  the  fund  to 
the  establishment  of  a  Household  Science  Reference  Li- 
brary,  for  the  use  not  alone  of  the  registered  scholars,  but 
to  be  available  to  any  one  interested  in  the  subject. 

Of  the  amount,  there  has  already  been  expended  : 

Book-case $18.50 

Books 28 .90 

147.40 
Balance  on  hand I44 .  35 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JEANIE   W.    NORTON. 


COMMITTEE   ON    KITCHEN   GARDEN. 


There  has  been  no  diminution  of  interest  in  our  Children's 
Department.  We  have  had  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  pupils 
in  the  Kitchen  Garden  on  Saturday  afternoons.  In  routine 
and  details  our  work  has  not  differed  essentially  from  that  of 
past  years.  The  luncheon  of  milk  and  wholesome  brown 
bread  has  been  furnished  as  usual.  It  has  value  as  a 
civilizing  agent,  both  from  an  aesthetic  and  gastronomic 
standpoint. 

The  benign  influence  of  the  buns  has  again  been  felt, 
thanks  to  the  continued  interest  of  three  thoughtful  friends. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  on  a  library  for  the  children. 
This  has  enabled  the  teachers  to  vary  the  lessons  by  read- 
ing aloud,  which  the  boys,  especially,  enjoy. 

The  children  have  been  interested  in  earning  and  saving 
money  to  deposit  in  our  Penny  Savings  Bank. 
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The  first  tenement-house  visitor  for  the  Civic  Club 
brought  us  a  class  of  Italian  girls.  These  girls  are  bright 
and  apt.  Most  of  them  speak  English  very  imperfectly. 
One  girl  of  fourteen,  who  has  been  in  this  country  two 
years,  speaks  no  English,  nor  does  she  wish  to  learn.  The 
query  naturally  arises  :  Why  are  these  girls  not  gathered 
in  under  the  stars  and  stripes  that  float  from  our  public 
schools  ? 

The  work  undertaken  by  our  committee  has  many  at- 
tractive features.  Aside  from  what  we  teach  the  children  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  give  them  happiness.  It  is  of  value  to  get 
them  into  a  bright,  attractive  room,  and.  the  acquaintance 
between  children  and  teachers  is  mutually  broadening. 

In  addition  to  all  this  the  Kitchen  Garden  is  valuable  for 
the  opportunity  it  affords  to  experiment  in  industrial  train- 
ing, and  to  form  opinions  concerning  such  training. 

One  opinion  grows  constantly  stronger :  That  our  public 
schools  owe  to  the  tax-payers  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
dustrial as  well  as  of  the  literary  side  of  education.  We 
must  have  an  education  which  will  prepare  not  alone  for  the 
counter,  the  desk  and  the  platform,  but  for  the  workshop, 
the  field  and  the  home.  In  the  home  are  the  greatest  re- 
sponsibilities, the  most  pressing  emergencies  and  the  widest 
possibilities. 

Because  of  the  great  lack  in  the  public  school  curricu- 
lum we  see  on  every  side  the  effort  to  give  the  necessary 
supplementary  training.  It  is  evident  that,  in  order  to 
work  effectively,  the  different  industrial  schools  and  those 
attempting  to  instruct  and  amuse  children  from  a  philan- 
thropic motive  should  adopt  the  methods  of  the  Charity 
Organization  Society. 
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Our  teacher  of  Domestifc  Science  has  constantly  urged 
the  advantage  of  a  conference  of  the  sewing  teachers  of 
the  city,  and  the  need  is  just  as  great  in  all  similar  lines  of 
work.  Contact  with  children  develops  a  personal  interest, 
and  a  great  deal  of  charitable  work  is  done  as  a  result. 
Without  method  and  co-operation  much  energy  is  wasted 
and  misapplied.  Some  of  our  little  friends  positively  dissi- 
pate on  charity.  They  enumerate  their  engagements  at 
various  schools,  classes,  juvenile  clubs,  etc.,  with  the  air  of 
a  young  society  woman  counting  up  her  social  engage- 
ments. They  sometimes  begin  the  week  with  two  Sunday- 
schools,  and  one  of  our  pupils  confessed  to  attendance  upon 
three. 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  pauperizing  people  in  a  social 
and  mental  direction  as  well  as  by  material  assistance. 
These  children  become  so  pampered  that  they  choose  the 
school  and  teachers  where  they  think  they  can  get  the  most, 
and  when  the  resources  of  one  school  are  exhausted  they 
try  another.  The  names  on  the  rolls  of  the  various  schools 
and  free  classes  in  the  city  should  be  compared  and  outlines 
of  work  exchanged. 

With  all  that  is  being  done  there  are  still  hundreds  of 
children  who  are  not  reached.  With  better  organization 
these  could  be  sought  out. 

Another  important  idea  has  been  impressed  upon  us: 
The  absolute  necessity  of  at  least  one  paid  teacher  in  our 
Kitchen  Garden.  Volunteer  teachers  can  give  valuable 
and  necessary  assistance,  but  with  them  social  and  home 
duties  must  come  first.  A  competent  teacher  in  charge 
could  relieve  the  others  of  responsibility  and  could  stimulate 
and  encourage  them  by  planning  the  work. 
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Of  course  we  have  always  realized  that  but  little  can  be 
accomplished  in  one-half  day  in  the  week.  We  wish  to 
again  bring  forward  the  need  of  a  model  industrial  school 
in  which  a  practical  application  could  be  made  of  what  is 
now  purely  intellectual  drill.  There  is  not  space  to  describe 
our  ideal  school,  but  we  know  that  all' such  training  has  a 
distinct  economic  value.  The  industrial  drawing  in  particu- 
lar develops  the  artistic  instinct  inherent  in  our  foreign 
population,  thereby  making  a  creative  and  productive  force 
of  what  is  now  a  burden  or  a  menace. 

Our  Union  could  in  such  a  school  co-ordinate  its  two 
aims,  industrial  and  educational.  It  could  carry  out  still 
further  the  idea  now  embodied  in  its  Domestic  Training 
School. 

Is  it  temerity  to  present  another  need  with  our  debt  still 
unpaid  ?  An  institution  that  is  willing  to  stand  still  is  not 
worthy  of  your  support.  It  is  because  this  Union  intro- 
duces us  to  so  wide  a  field  of  work  that  we  dare  to  ask  for 
money  to  pay  that  debt. 

The  plan  of  the  school  is  not  visionary.  Remember  that 
even  the  magnificent  new  Teachers'  College  in  New  York 
grew  step  by  step  from  the  Kitchen  Garden. 

As  our  President  dreamed  of  a  new  hall  until  it  material- 
ized before  her  eyes,  so  our  Kitchen  Garden  committee  will 
dream  of  a  well-equipped  industrial  school,  the  natural 
manifestation  of  the  progressive  idea  of  the  Union  and  of 
the  awakening  educational  spirit  of  Buffalo. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  P.  BULL. 

Chairman. 


HYGIENE  AND   PHYSICAL  CULTURE 
COMMITTEE. 


When  the  Women's  Union  Gymnasium  was  established, 
some  ten  years  ago,  it  was  necessary,  in  giving  the  annual 
report,  to  enlarge  upon  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
systematic  physical  culture.  While  the  Union  was  not  the 
first  to  see  the  benefits  of  physical  culture,  it  was  the  first 
to  establish  a  gymnasium  for  women  in  Buffalo;  and  phys- 
ical culture  has  become  so  popular,  and  its  power,  not  only 
as  a  recuperative  agent,  but  also  in  preserving  health  and 
strength,  so  well  known,  that  now  it  is  only  necessary  to 
give  a  brief  report  of  the  year's  work. 

During  the  past  winter,  classes  in  Delsarte  have  been 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Clara  Russell  Wright,  the  well-known 
exponent  of  this  system  in  Buffalo.  The  pupils  have  been 
very  enthusiastic,  and  expressed  themselves  as  materially 
benefited  by  the  careful  and  systematic  training.  The 
classes  in  the  Swedish  system  have  been  in  charge  of  Miss 
Adella  Fay,  who  has  charge  of  the  Swedish  system  taught 
in  the  public  schools.  Her  classes  in  the  Union  have 
done  excellent  work.  In  the  early  days  of  physical  cul- 
ture, it  was  considered  necessary  to  use  apparatus,  but  as 
the  science  has  become  better  understood,  the  use  of  ap- 
paratus, except  in  rare  cases,  is  considered  almost  unneces- 
sary. The  Women's  Union  always  keeps  pace  with  the 
times,  and  so  for  the  past  three  years  the  use  of  apparatus 
has  been  almost  entirely  discontinued,  and,  instead,  exer- 
cises given  in  free  movements.     This,  and  the  renting  of 
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the  room  formerly  used  for  apparatus  work,  has  given  rise 
to  the  rumor  that  the  physical  culture  classes  have  been 
given  up;  for  we  read  in  one  of  our  dailies,  a  few  days 
ago,  that  *'  the  abandoned  gymnasium  had  been  rented  to 
Signer  Nuno  for  a  musical  studio."  The  committee  beg 
leave  to  contradict  this  statement.  The  gymnasium  has 
not  been  abandoned,  nor  has  gymnastic  work  become  a 
thing  of  the  past.  The  use  of  apparatus  has  been  discon- 
tinued, for  the  reasons  just  given,  but  the  classes  in  phys- 
ical culture  will  be  held  in  one  of  the  many  rooms  of 
the  Union. 

Mrs.  Tillie  Inman  Fox,  who  makes  a  specialty  of  phys- 
ical culture  for  deformities  that  can  be  helped  by  exercise, 
has  taken  charge  of  the  pupils  who  have  applied  for  this 
work,  and  her  pupils  have  been  very  much  improved  in 
health  by  her  systematic  treatment. 

The  lectures  given  under  the  auspices  of  this  committee 
have  been  but  five,  and  these  have  been  given  by  Dr.  Sarah 
Morris.  Four  of  the  lectures  were  free,  and  were  ad- 
dressed to  young  women.  The  fifth  lecture,  for  which  an 
admission  fee  of  fifteen  cents  was  charged,  was  on  **  The 
New  England  Girl  of  Fifty  Years  Ago,"  and  was  an  inter- 
esting bit  of  Colonial  history.  In  her  special  lectures  to 
young  women,  the  key-note  is  right  living  and  right  think- 
ing. Dr.  Morris  says  that  she  believes  that  the  most  valu- 
able  service  she  can  render  to  this  and  coming  generations 
is  instruction  in  the  physical  laws  of  life  and  health,  and 
this  instruction  she  embodies  in  her  lectures. 

Our  manikin  has  been  used  many  times  during  the  sea- 
son. Dr.  Morris,  in  her  lectures  given  on  the  East  side, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  committee,  has  found  it  very 
helpful,  and  Dr.  Frye,  both  in  the  Home  Nursing  Classes 
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and  in  her  own  lectures  to  the  Nurses'  Class  of  the  Creche, 
has  used  it  to  make  her  lectures  object  lessons. 

Last  year  the  committee  introduced  a  new  feature  into 
their  work,  namely,  the  training  of  attendants  for  the  care 
of  invalids,  convalescents,  elderly  persons  and  little  chil- 
dren. The  object  is  to  provide  the  means  of  self-support  to 
young  women  and  the  provision  of  sick-room  attendance  at 
moderate  prices,  where  the  services  of  a  professional  nurse 
are  not  required. 

The  plan  of  lessons  and  course  of  study  was,  with  some 
modifications,  the  same  as  that  of  the  first  year,  outlined  in 
last  year's  report.  The  class  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Maud 
J.  Frye,  who  organized  and  carried  on  the  work  so  success- 
fully last.  year.  As  far  as  possible,  these  lessons  are 
demonstrated,  and  Dr.  Frye  was  assisted  in  her  demon- 
stration by  Miss  Myra  L.  Coon,  Miss  Julia  Thomas,  Miss 
Annie  Quint,  of  Dr.  Mann's  hospital  and  a  graduate  from 
the  attendants'  class  of  last  year,  Miss  Monroe  and  Miss 
Rotheram.  Miss  Buckner,  teacher  of  domestic  training, 
gave  the  lessons  in  sick-room  cookery.  The  ten  members 
of  this  class  passed  a  successful  and  creditable  examination, 
and  the  closing  exercises  were  held  in  Union  Hall,  May 
7th,  at  8  p.  M.  An  outline  of  the  work  was  given  by  the 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  Townsend,  the  President,  gave  an  ad- 
dress to  the  class,  dwelling  spe;cially  on  the  nature  and 
responsibility  of  their  chosen  work.  Dr.  Frye  followed 
with  a  few  words  of  parting  advice,  and  the  certificates 
were  presented  by  the  chairman. 

In  addition  to  this  class  of  attendants,  a  shorter  course 
was  arranged  and  given  by  Dr.  Frye  to  those  who  wished 
to  know  something  of  nursing  in  order  to  use  their  knowl- 
edge in  the  home. 
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The  young  women  who  have  passed  their  examinations 
as  attendants  are  not  nurses  and  must  not  be  confounded 
with  the  graduates  who  have  given  two  years'  time  and 
rigorous  study  to  their  work.  The  certificate,  which  reads 
as  follows,  states  what  are  the  qualifications  and  limits  of 
those  who  take  the  course  : 

This  is  to  Certify,  That having,  under  the 

auspices  of  the  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee,  taken  a  course 
of  thirty  lessons  in  the  Training  Class  for  Attendants,  together  with 
practical  work,  and  having  successfully  passed  an  examination,  is  quali- 
fied to  serve  as  an  attendant  in  the  care  of  convalescents,  chronic 
invalids,  feeble,  elderly  persons,  and  little  children. 

Dated  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  this day  of 189     . 

President. 

Chairman. 


.  Instructor. 


One  'of  the  graduates  from  the  class  of  last  year  will 
shortly  enter  a  hospital  to  fit  herself  for  a  trained  nurse. 
The  satisfactory  reports  which  are  given  of  the  work  of 
last  year's  class  of  trained  attendants  is  the  best  compli- 
ment which  can  be  paid  to  the  untiring,  excellent  and  prac- 
tical instruction  of  Dr.  Frye. 

The  committee  desire  to  extend  their  thanks  to  any  who 
have  aided  this  branch  of  the  Union  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH   FLINT   WADE. 

CAairmaH, 


COMMITTEE   ON    PHILANTHROPY. 


The  work  of  the  Philanthropic  Committee  for  the  past 
year  has  been  carried  on  in  co-operation  with  the  Charity 
Organization  Society  — the  cases  brought  to  our  notice  and 
the  aid  furnished  being  reported  to  that  organization.  The 
committee  has  held  regular  monthly  meetings  from  October 
to  May.  Members  have  been  in  attendance  at  the  Union 
in  turn  on  Thursday  mornings,  and  have  made  between 
forty  and  fifty  visits  to  poor  families  soliciting  aid.  It  is 
this  "friendly  visiting"  that  is  the  most  valuable  feature  of 
our  work.  Like  the  quality  of  mercy  **  it  blesses  him  that 
gives,  and  him  that  takes/'  and  makes  us  realize,  as  nothing 
else  can,  the  sorrow  and  misery  that  lie  at  our  very  doors, 
and  the  great  need  of  the  world  for  just  such  centers  of 
light  and  beneficence  as  our  Union. 

We  have  visited  twenty-five  families,  some  of  them  many 
times,  and  have  given  aid  to  twenty. 

We  have  paid  out  the  following  sums :  For  food  supplies, 
$^5-43;  coal,  $8.50;  furniture,  $7.50 ;  shoes,  $4.80 ;  cloth- 
in?»  $3-53 ;  Ingleside  Home,  for  care  of  a  young  girl, 
$15.00  ;  for  rents,  in  various  sums,  $34.50  ;  making  a  total 
of  $99.26.  Four  dollars  were  received  from  the  Vincent  de 
Paul  Society,  being  half  the  rent  which  we  paid  for  a 
family  whom  they  had  assisted.  We  have  also  given  out  a 
quantity  of  clothing,  furniture  and  supplies  donated  by 
individual  members  of  the  committee,  and  bed-clothing 
and  a  kitchen  stove  from  the  Union. 

Thus  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  bring  a  gleam  of  hope 
and  comfort  to  many  in  great  need. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  CLINTON, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE    ON    EDUCATION. 


In  the  brief  account  of  the  educational  work  of  last  year — 
so  brief  as  hardly  worthy  to  be  called  a  report — the  follow- 
ing pledge  was  given:  "With  convenient  class-rooms  and 
a  commodious  hall,  the  Educational  Committee  may  be 
expected  to  take  on  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  manifest  it  in 
renewed  activity."  The  report  for  the  year  just  ended  will 
show  how  this  promise  has  been  fulfilled.  Beginning  anew, 
we  have  picked  up  some  of  the  old  threads  which  were 
dropped  two  years  ago,  to  them  have  added  some  new  ones, 
and  with  much  zeal  and  earnestness  have  labored  to  make 
our  stripe  in  the  web  of  Union  work  one  that  we  should  be 
willing  to  have  exhibited  for  inspection. 

Our  classes  last  fall  were  well  advertised  in  the  daily 
papers  and  by  circulars,  and  French  and  Stenography 
classes  were  opened  in  November  and  have  been  well  at- 
tended, but  it  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  February  that 
the  free  classes  in  Arithmetic,  Penmanship,  Reading  and 
Type-writing  were  well  started.  It  required  a  special  com- 
mittee to  discover  those  who  needed  the  instruction  in  these 
branches,  and  to  arouse  m  them  an  interest  and  desire 
for  it. 

Our  lecture  course  has  been  an  exceptionally  brilliant 
one.  We  dedicated  the  new  hall  in  November  with  a  course 
of  six  talks  on  "  The  Mysteries  of  the  Flowers,"  by  the 
artist-lecturer,  William  Hamilton  Gibson.  These  were  held 
on  alternate  afternoons  and  evenings,  beginning  November 
6th.  They  were  beautifully  illustrated  by  charts  and  me- 
chanical devices.     Those   who  attended  were  charmed  as 
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well  as  instructed,  and  shown  some  wonderful  affinities  ex- 
isting between  flowers  and  insects  which  were  before  not 
dreamed  of. 

In  December  last  the  celebrated  novelist,  David  Christie 
Murray,  visited  the  Union.  What  he  saw  and  heard  of  the 
work  carried  on  here  so  interested  him  that  he  offered  to 
give  us  a  complimentary  lecture  for  its  benefit.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  his  generous  offer  was  accepted,  and  we  have  to 
thank  Mr.  Murray  for  the  substantial  addition  which  it  gave 
to  our  financial  returns.  The  date  first  advertised  was 
January  12th,  but  on  account  of  Mr.  Murray's  illness  the 
lecture  was  postponed  to  January  30th.  "The  Novelist's 
Note  Book  "  was  the  title  given  to  a  very  interesting  account 
of  some  personal  experiences  which  had  helped  to  prepare 
the  lecturer  for  his  chosen  work. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  March  7th,  Mrs.  Julia  Ward 
Howe  gave  her  *Tersonal  Reminiscences  of  Lowell, Whittier 
and  Holmes."  The  hall  was  filled  till  there  was  not  even 
standing  room  left,  with  an  audience  eager  to  listen  once 
more  to  one  who  has  devoted  her  whole  life  to  the  uplift- 
ing of  women  to  higher  planes  of  thought,  and  to  their  ad- 
vancement along  every  line  of  good  work.  The  beautiful 
souvenir  programme  prepared  for  this  lecture,  while  not 
the  work  of  this  committee,  helped  to  make  the  occasion 
one  to  be  long  remembered. 

Here  we  close  our  account  of  the  work  of  former  years 
renewed.  Our  new  departure  has  been  in  the  line  of  organ- 
izing clubs  among  the  members  of  the  Union.  Two  such 
clubs  have  been  formed:  "The  Civic  "and  the  "Girls' Union 
Circle."  On  January  8th  the  "Civic  Club"  sprang  forth 
fully  equipped  (like  Minerva  from  the  head  of  Jove)  with 
a  constitution   and  by-laws  prepared  by  the    Educational 
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Committee,  a  carefully  selected  board  of  officers,  and  a 
membership  of  nearly  one  hundred,  its  object  "  to  awaken 
an  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  our  municipal  affairs, 
and  to  foster  all  movements  within  the  circle  of  its  influence 
which  have  for  their  end  the  improvement  of  any  phase  of 
civil  life,"  and  its  motto  "Information  before  Reformation/' 
Four  meetings  have  been  held,  at  which  the  subjects  pre- 
sented and  discussed  were  "Tenement  House  Reform," 
"The  Relation  of*  Women  as  Homemakers  to  Municipal 
Life,"  "The  Proposed  Reforms  in  our  Public  Schools,*'  and 
the  selection  of  a  programme  for  the  next  year's  work. 

At  its  annual  meeting,  held  May  7th,  the  wisdom  of  the 
choice  of  officers  by  this  committee  was  confirmed  by  the 
unanimous  selection  by  the  club  of  Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifift  as 
President,  Mrs.  Charles  Kennedy  as  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Frank  Ferguson  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  with  Mrs, 
George  Wing,  Mrs.  N.  P.  Benedict  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Educational  Committee  as  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. The  membership  was  at  first  limited  to  one  hun- 
dred, but  the  waiting  list  grew  to  such  proportions  that 
it  was  voted  by  the  club  to  increase  the  number  to  two 
hundred.  With  a  fine  program  for  next  year,  already  pre- 
pared, and  with  the  interest  manifested  by  its  members  in 
the  proposed  work  of  the  club,  "  The  Civic "  bids  fair  to 
prove  itself  a  powerful  agent  in  all  future  movements  which 
shall  have  for  their  object  the  promotion  of  the  best  inter- 
ests of  our  city.  The  Good  Government  Clubs  of  Bufifalo 
are  invited  to  inform  themselves  about  this  new  and  live 
factor  in  good  work,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the  valuable 
aid  which  it  can  give  them  to  make  Buffalo  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  best-governed  city  in  our  land. 

The  committee,  Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke,  Chairman,   ap- 
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pointed  to  organize  the  free  classes  and  to  look  after  their 
welfare,  was  also  delegated  to  form,  from  these  classes,  a 
club  having  for  its  object  the  mental  improvement  and 
entertainment  of  its  members.  This  club  has  adopted  the 
name  of  "The  Girls'  Union  Circle."-  Only  two  meetings 
have  been  held,  which  were  preparatory  for  next  year's 
work.  It  already  has  a  membership  of  twenty-seven,  which 
will  be  increased  with  the  beginning  of  active  work  next 
fall. 

The  financial  report  for  the  year  is  as  follows:  Received 
from  classes  and  lectures,  $781.08.  Expended  for  payment 
of  teachers,  lecturers  and  advertising,  $784.50. 

This  closes  the  record  of  the  beginning  of  our  new  lease 
of  life.  Having  laid,  as  we  feel,  a  solid  foundation  for 
future  work,  it  is  our  further  desire  and  purpose  to  build 
upon  it  worthily. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE   STONEMAN    WILLIAMS. 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    PROTECTION. 


The  name  "  Protective  "  at  once  indicates  the  mission  of 
this  department,  which  lays  no  claim  whatever  to  being  a 
part  of  the  charitable  work  of  this  institution. 

To  prevent  unjust  oppression,  or  to  insist  upon  the  legal 
rights  of  the  woman  wage-earner,  can  in  no  sense  be  con- 
sidered an  act  of  charity.  It  is  the  simple  justice  that  one 
woman  owes  to  another. 

Of  all  the  social  changes  that  we  have  witnessed  since  the 
civil  war,  perhaps  none  is  to  a  greater  degree  indicative  of 
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our  progress  than  the  position  held  by  the  woman  who 
claims  the  right  to  work  for  her  living.  Whether  she  be  the 
cashier  behind  the  desk  or  the  madonna  of  the  wash-tub, 
her  relation  to  her  employer  is  purely  commercial  and 
must  be  treated  from  a  business  standpoint. 

But  some  of  these  women,  earning  from  fifty  cents  to  a 
dollar  a  day,  are  imposed  upon  and  deprived  of  their  legal 
rights  to  an  extent  of  which  the  public  in  general  has  no 
conception. 

What  redress,  for  instance,  has  the  maid  who  is  dis- 
charged in  the  middle  of  the  week  and  refused  her  wages  ? 
The  law  provides  in  such  cases  that  the  employer  shall  pay 
for  the  full  week.  But  she  shrinks  from  the  publicity  of 
the  court-room,  even  if  a  lawyer  could  be  found  who  would 
bring  a  suit  for  so  small  a  sum. 

Her  claim  is  dropped,  and  she  seeks  another  situation 
often  with  feelings  of  distrust  and  a  disposition  to  get  even 
with  some  one  else. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  fully  one-half  the  difficulty  experi- 
enced with  servants  can  be  traced  directly  to  the  injustice 
and  ill-usage  of  some  employer. 

Recognizing  the  need  of  such  work  in  a  large  city,  it  was 
decided  eleven  years  ago  to  open  this  department.  Since 
that  time  1,584  claims,  involving  $51,585.00,  have  passed 
through  the  hands  of  the  committee. 

Of  all  these  cases  only  forty  have  been  found  to  be 
fraudulent.  Many  lay  outside  the  pale  of  legal  rights,  and 
they  embraced  every  possible  combination  of  circumstances 
in  which  woman  could  be  interested. 

During  the  first  few  years  the  committee  made  personal 
investigation  of  claims  by  visiting  the  parties,  but  with  the 
increase  of  work  this  is  now  impossible. 
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On  Tuesday  afternoon,  from  two  to  four  o'clock,  com- 
plaints are  heard,  and  then  a  letter  is  written  to  the  defend- 
ant asking  him  to  call  on  a  certain  day  and  state  the  other 
side  of  the  question.  In  a  majority  of  cases  a  settlement 
can  be  obtained  by  this  interview.  But  when  no  arrange- 
ment can  be  made  and  the  committee  is  satisfied  of  the 
justice  of  the  claim,  it  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  lawyer 
for  collection. 

The  expense  of  bringing  the  suit  is  borne  by  the  Union, 
but  all  legal  services  are  gratuitous. 

The  business  of  this  department  is  conducted  in  a  room 
set  aside  for  the  purpose,  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  inspect 
the  Secretary's  books  excepting  the  President  of  the  Union 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

For  ten  years  this  work  has  been  a  power  in  the  com- 
munity for  better  citizenship.  Single-handed  we  have 
fought  the  loan  sharks  who  charged  from  loo  per  cent,  to 
200  per  cent,  interest  on  their  money.  Several  important 
laws  have  found  their  way  on  the  statute  books  through 
our  efforts,  and  matrons  have  been  placed  in  the  jail  and 
police  stations.  It  would  be  difficult  to  tell  how  many 
women  have  been  encouraged  and  made  to  feel  that  there 
was  a  recognized  power  in  the  city  that  would  stand  be- 
tween them  and  oppression. 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  books  record  174  cases, 
involving  $2,669.61.  One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  of 
these  claims  have  been  settled  and  $737.13  collected,  mak- 
ing the  total  amount  collected  by  this  department  since  its 
organization  in  1884,  $10,162.77. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CARRIE   A.    VAN   NESS   MOOT. 

Chairman, 


COMMITTEE  ON  LITERARY  AND  MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENTS. 


The  Literary  and  Musical  Entertainment  Committee  be- 
gan its  work  in  November  last  under  most  favorable 
auspices.  This  beautiful  hall,  the  gift  of  a  noble  woman, 
far  exceeded  our  fondest  hopes.  A  stage,  curtains,  gal- 
lery, even  foot-lights  (did  the  occasion  require  them)  and 
seating  capacity  for  five  hundred  and  fifty  people.  What 
more  could  we  have  asked  for  ?  Best  of  all,  this  pride  of 
ours  was  located  on  the  ground  floor. 

Wishing  to  add  to  the  privileges  of  the  members  of  the 
Union,  it  was  decided  to  charge  non-members  the  small 
admission  fee  of  ten  cents,  and  during  the  season  give  one 
or  more  free  entertainments. 

The  season  was  opened  on  November  19th,  1894.  An 
unusually  fine  programme  had  been  arranged,  yet  not  more 
than  half  of  the  seats  were  occupied.  At  the  second  one 
given  on  December  loth  but  thirty  seats  were  occupied. 
Surely,  something  was  wrong,  possibly  the  small  charge, 
which  barely  paid  for  advertising,  was  the  great  obstacle  m 
the  way.  Wishing  to  please  all,  it  was  decided  to  com- 
mence the  year  1895  with  popular  entertainments,  free  to 
all.  Our  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  for  not  only 
have  all  the  seats  been  occupied,  but  all  available  standing 
room,  not  only  in  the  hall,  but  in  its  approaches  as  well. 

Nine  entertainments  in  all  were  given,  three  being  extras. 
One  a  play,  "  The  Happy  Pair,"  the  second  a  concert  by 
the  Guard  of  Honor  Orchestra,  the  third  a  concert  by  the 
Linwood  Avenue  Mandolin,  Banjo  and  Guitar  Orchestra. 
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Of  the  regular  monthly  entertainments,  each  and  all 
have  been  excellent,  for  every  member  of  the  committee 
has  taken  great  pride  in  arranging  fine  programmes.  For 
the  names  of  those  who  have  so  kindly  and  generously 
given  of  their  best  talents  for  your  pleasure  we  would  refer 
you  to  the  annual  report. 

We  owe  many  thanks  to  the  press  for  their  continued 
courtesies,  and  to  each  and  all  of  our  many  friends  we  ex- 
tend our  best  wishes  and  thanks. 

Throughout  the  season  this  committee  has  had  many 
generous  offers  of  aid  from  musicians  and  others — more 
tTian  we  could  possibly  ^accept — which  proves  that  the 
W.  E.  &  I.  Union  has  hosts  of  friends. 

On  April  15th  we  were  pleased  to  extend  a  cordial  wel- 
come to  the  Buffalo  Camera  Club,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  slides  of  the  Newark  and  Orange  Clubs  of  New 
Jersey.  Arrangements  were  made,  dividing  the  tickets, 
which  were  complimentary  (no  admission  being  charged) 
equally  with  the  Union  and  Camera  Club.  A  pleasant  hour 
was  spent  enjoying  the  pictures  shown  on  the  curtain,  many 
of  which  were  beautiful  bits  of  nature. 

While  we  do  not  count  this  as  a  tenth  entertainment, 
several  musical  selections  were  rendered  by  a  member  of 
the  committee. 

Before  the  season  opened  the  Union  purchased  a  fine 
Steinway  grand  piano  of  Messrs.  Denton,  Cottier  &  Dan- 
iels. These  gentlemen  were  most  generous  with  us,  giving 
two  stools  and  a  useful  waterproof  cover. 

The  piano  fund,  started  several  years  ago  by  donations 
and  afterwards  enlarged  by  a  concert  given  in  the  old  build- 
jng,  amounted  to  $153.20,  from  which  sum  was  made  the  first 
payment  on  the  piano.     Being  unable  to  realize  anything 
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from  our  entertainments,  a  box  marked  "  Donations  for  the 
Piano  Fund/' was  placed  in  the  main  hall  during  the  season 
just  closed.  While  the  contributions  have  been  small,  the 
fund  has  been  increased  to  $175.60,  which  amount  has  been 
paid  into  the  treasury. 

Many  offers  have  been  received  from  professionals  and 
amateurs  to  give  benefits,  sharing  with  us  the  profits.  All 
of  these  have  been  courteously  declined,  for  were  we  to 
accept  these  offers  it  would  be  an  almost  continual  round 
of  entertainments. 

Another  year,  with  the  experiences  of  the  past,  we  hope 
to  greatly  add  to  our  reputation  as  entertainers. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE. 

Ckairman. 


List  of  Entertainments. 

November  19,  1894.     Arranged  by  Miss  Hattie  Caldwell 
and  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske : 

1.  Sonata  for  Piano  and  Violin,  1st    movement — Grieg — 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell  and  Mr.  Davidson. 

2.  Songs — 

a.  Dites  Moi ;    b.  Love  Song ;   c.  Aria  from  Acis  and 
Galatea — Handel — Miss  Grace  Caldwell. 

3.  Recitation — Anon — "  Magdalena  or  the  Spanish  Duel " 

— Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson. 

4.  Piano  Solos — 

a.  Melody — Padertmski ;  b.  La  Lisonjira — Chaminade; 
c.  Scarf  Dance — Chaminade — Mr.  Seth  Clark. 

5.  Violin  Solo — 

a.    Adajulto  —  Biz^t;     b.    Serenade  —  Pierni — Mr. 
Davidson. 


43 

6.  Recitation,  "  The   Death  of  the  Old   Squire  " — Anon — 

Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson. 

7.  Song,   with   violin    obligate,   "Spring   Song" — Weil — 

Miss  Grace  Caldwell  and  Mr.  Davidson. 
Accompanist,  Miss  Hattie  Caldwell. 

December  10,  1894.     Arranged  by  Miss  E.  L.  Treat,  Mrs. 
Stephen  Walker  and  Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson : 

1.  Piano-forte  Duets — 

a.  Polonaise;  b.  "On  the  Rolling  Waves";  c.  Spanish 
Dance — Miss  Treat  and  Mrs.  Walker. 

2.  Song,  "  Gavotte  in  Gray  " — Miss  Laura  Meech. 

3.  Recitation,  "A  New  York  Dude  in  a  Cable  Car  " — Anon — 

Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson. 

4.  Song,  "  The  Holy  City  ''—Evans^Uv,  E.  Tanner. 

5.  Songs— 

a.  "Let  me  Believe  ";  b,  French  Songs — Mrs.  Redfern. 

6.  Piano  Solos — 

a.  Tarentelli  Gavotte ;    b.  Serenade — Miss  Emma  L. 
Treat. 

7.  Song,  "  Good  Night  "—^^jj—Mr.  E.  Tanner. 

8.  Recitation — Selected — Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson. 

9.  Song — Selected — Miss  Meech. 

10.  Piano   Duet — Mrs.   Stephen  Walker  and    Miss   E.  L. 
Treat. 

Accompanists,   Miss  Treat,  Mrs.  E.  Fleming  and  Miss 
Town. 

January  14,  1895.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington: 

1.  Piano  Solo — Mrs.  Cook. 

2.  Hymn,  "  Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee"  in  pantomime,  by 

members  of  the  Edward   Street  Institute  for   Deaf- 
Mutes,  and  sung  by  Miss  Margaret  Phillips. 
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3-  Song,  **A  Hundred  Fathoms  Deep  " — Mr.  James  Carey. 
4.  Cornet   Duets,  "  Beautiful   Moonlight "  and  "  O,  Would 
that  My  Love  "—Messrs.  H.  H.  Baker  and  Wm.  Otis. 

6.  "  Liberty  Seeking  a  Home  " — Given  by  the  Deaf-Mutes, 

dressed  in  the  costumes  of  the  different  countries,  Miss 
Carroll  impersonating  Liberty,  the  play  interpreted  by 
Miss  Agnes  Murray.  National  dances,  tableau,  and 
"Star  Spangled  Banner"— Deaf-Mutes. 

7.  Song,   ^'America " — Miss   Phillips  and   Audience,   with 

piano  and  cornet  accompaniment. 
Accompanists,   Miss    Esther   Gleason    and    Mr.  H.    H. 
Baker. 

January  28,  1895.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske: 
A  Play  in  one  act.     The  Comedietta  "  The  Happy  Pair" — 
Given  by  Miss  Helen  Judd  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lockwood. 
The  stage  was  set  for  a  breakfast  scene. 

February  11,  1895.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge: 

1.  Trio,  Piano,  Violin  and  *Cello,  Scherzo,  op.  8, — Chopin — 

Miss  Towers,  Messrs.  Anderly  and  Jones. 

2.  Whistling  Solo,  "Answer  " — Robin — Miss  Fanny  Fargo. 

3.  Song,  "O!    Wondrous    Youth" — Abt — Mrs.    Leonard 

Dodge. 

4.  Clarinette  Solo — Signor  D'Anna. 

5.  Recitation — Selected — Miss  Adele  Ripont. 

6.  Song, "  Love's  Old,  Sweet  Song  " — Molloy — Mr.  Vosburg. 

7.  Mandolin  Solo — Miss  Estelle  Hartman. 

8.  Song,  "Autumn  and  Spring" — O,  Weil — Mrs.  Leonard 

Dodge. 

9.  Recitation — Selected— W\%%  Adele  Ripont. 

10.  Whistling   Solo,  "  Past   and    Future"—^.   DeKwen^ 

Miss  Fanny  Fargo. 
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II.  Trio,  Andante,  Presto — Haydn— yixss  Towers,  Messrs. 
Anderly  and  Jones. 

March  i8,  1895.     Arranged  by  Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover: 

1.  Selection — High  School  Banjo  and  Mandolin  Club. 

2.  Waltz  Song — Betnberg — Miss  Emilie  Boyet. 

3.  Readings — Selected — Miss  Edna  Sprague. 

4.  Song,  "My  Little  Love"— C  B.  Hawiey—'lAAss   Lethe 

Hawes. 

5.  Recitation,  "Angels  of   Buena  Vista" — Whittier — Miss 

Laura  Kirkover,  assisted  by  eight  young  women  from 
Mrs.  Clara  Russell  Wright's  Physical  Culture  Class. 

6.  Scarf  Dance — Spanish — Miss  Edwina  Wright. 

7.  Songs — 

a.  Autumn — Weil;    b.  Spring —  Weil — Miss   Emilie 
Boyet. 

8.  Recitation — Seleaed—Miss  Sprague. 

9.  Song,  "Dearest  Heart  of  My  Heart" — DeKoi^en — Miss 

Lethe  Hawes. 

10.  Selection — Buffalo  High  School  Banjo  and  Mandolin 
Club. 

Accompanists,  Miss  Sherwood  and  Herr  Wagner. 
Stage  Manager,  Mr.  Arthur  Lockwood. 

March  30,  1895.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske  and 
Miss  Cochrane : 

The  Guard  of  Honor  Orchestra,  directed  by  Miss  Charlotte 
Mulligan. 

1.  Orchestra — Spendel's  March. 

2.  Orchestra — Tore  D'or. 

3.  Song,  "Ave  Maria  " — Gounod-^M'iss  Emilie  Boyet. 
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4.  Reading,   from   the   "Bird's  Christmas  Caror'— "The 

Ruggles'  Preparations  for  the  Dinner  Party " — A".  D. 
Wig^in-'VLXs.  Walter  P.  Cooke. 

5.  Cello  Solo — Miss  Halliday. 

6.  Banjo  Duet — Miss  Carrie  M.  Cochrane  and  Miss  Lenore 

Galvin. 

7.  Orchestra — Negro  and  Irish  Melodies. 

8.  Orchestra — 

a.  Friendship  Waltzes;  b,  Ave  Maria,  with  Violin  Solo 
by  Mr.  Laurie;  c.  Ching-Ching;  Chinese  music. 
Medley,  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  "Comin'  Thro' the 
Rye,"  etc.,  etc. 

9.  Orchestra — "Home,  Sweet  Home." 

April  S,  1895.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  George  E.  Merchant: 

1.  Selection  by  West  Side  Harmonica  Club — Messrs.  George 

Lepper  and    George  Ferguson,  Harmonicas ;  Messrs. 
Bert  Lorickey,  Guitar,  and  Charles  S.  Watson,  Banjo. 

2.  Reading,  "Kentucky  Belle" — Mrs.  Gertrude  Andrews. 

3.  Song,  "O,  Happy  Day" — Miss  Kate  Sherburne. 

4.  Reading — Parody   on    Barbara   Frietchie — Knight — Mr. 

Fred  Andrews. 

5.  Selection — West  Side  Harmonica  Club. 

6.  Song,  "Chords  of  Love"— Mr.  John  R.  Purdy. 

7.  Reading,  "  The  Naughty  Little  Girl  at  the  Hotel  "—Mrs. 

Gertrude  Andrews. 

8.  Song,  "  Dresdena  " — Miss  Kate  Sherburne. 

9.  Song,  "  The  Devoted  Little  Apple  " — Roeckle — Mr.  John 

R.  Purdy. 

10.  Reading,  "The  Boy's  Composition   on  the    Horse" — 
Mr.  Fred  Andrews. 

11.  Selection — West  Side  Harmonica  Club. 
Accompanists,  Mrs.  Kluzer  and  Mr.  Earl  G.Terry. 
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April  24,  1895.     Arranged   by  Miss    Carolyn   Marjorie 
Cochrane  : 

1.  Linwood  Avenue  Banjo,  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Orchestra. 

2.  Song — Selected— yix,  J.  R.  Williamson. 

3.  Cello  Solo — Miss  Halliday. 

4.  Mandolin  Solo — Miss  Estelle  Hartman. 

5.  Song — Miss  Sara  Tilden. 

6.  Violin  Solo — Mr.  LeRoy  Moon. 

7.  Linwood  Avenue  Quintette. 

8.  ^oxigSelected—M.x,  J.  R.  Williamson. 

9.  Mandolin  Solo — Miss  Clara  Fassett. 

10.  Banjo  Solo — Miss  Lenore  Galvin. 

11.  Linwood   Avenue  Orchestra,   assisted   by  Mr.  LeRoy 
Moon. 


COMMITTEE   ON   LIBRARY. 


The  Library  Committee  reports  a  membership  of  thirty- 
one.  Six  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  twelve. 

It  is  the  intention  to  have  some  members  take  charge 
of  the  Library  every  week  day,  and  this  service  has  been 
willingly  rendered. 

Expended  for  magazines,  $43.50  ;  binding,  $7.00  ;  Cyclo- 
paedia of  Literature,  $27.00  ;  Accession  Book,  $3.75  ;  Rule, 
20  cents.  We  have  received  from  a  returned  subscription 
$3.20,  from  old  magazines  $1.05  ;  total  expenditure  $81.45  J 
total  receipts,  $4.25. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  books  were  checked  off  by 
the  catalogues,  and  we  find  that  during  the  various  removals 
within  the  last  three  years  only  sixteen  books  have  been 
lost. 
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All  books  purchased  or  presented  have  been  entered  in 
the  accession  book  or  the  old  catalogue,  stamped,  numbered 
and  placed  on  the  shelves. 

We  subscribe  for  seventeen  magazines  and  papers,  and 
have  a  dozen  or  more  sent  to  us  as  gifts  from  the  publishers. 

The  proprietors  of  the  leading  Buffalo  dailies  have  con- 
tinued to  send  us  their  papers  as  for  many  years  past, 
and  their  generosity  is  highly  appreciated  and  gratefully 
acknowledged.  Twenty-one  books  have  been  received 
from  one  family  of  children  for  use  in  the  Kitchen  Garden. 

Last  fall  the  Union's  Library  was  registered  in  the  Public 
Libraries  Department  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York  Such  registration  entitles  a  library  to  sums  equivalent 
to  its  own  expenditure,  not  to  exceed  $200.00  annually.  Our 
library  has  received  from  the  State  $200.00.  Fifty  new 
books  have  Tecently  been  added  to  the  library. 

The  shells  and  specimens  in  the  Guthrie  Cabinet  have 
been  rearranged,  cleaned  and  partly  labeled  by  Misses 
Codd  and  Walker.     The  work  will  soon  be  completed. 

We  have  other  specimens,  shells  and  curiosities,  and  the 
promise  of  another  collection,  for  which  we  are  waiting  in 
order  to  combine  them  all  to  the  best  advantage. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GRACIA  S.  BENEDICT. 

ChairmaM. 
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List  of  Magazines  and   Papers  to  be  Found  in  the 
Mary  A.  Ripley  Memorial  Library. 

Harper's  Magazine,  Art  Amateur, 

Harper's  Bazar,  Good  Housekeeping, 

Century  Magazine,  Quarterly  Current  History, 

St.  Nicholas,  Our  Record, 

Atlantic  Monthly,  New  York  Semi- Weekly  Tribune, 

Scribner's  Magazine.  Buffalo  Courier, 

Current  Literature,  Buffalo  Express, 

The  Forum,  Buffalo  Commercial, 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  Buffalo  Sunday  Times, 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine,  Buffalo  Enquirer, 

Munsey's  Magazine,  Woman's  Journal, 

Outing,  New  Cycle, 

Public  Opinion,  The  NatioUf 

Art  Interchange,  The  Philanthropist, 
Food  for  Home  and  Garden. 


THE   MARY  A.   RIPLEY   MEMORIAL   FUND. 


Contributions  received  to  May  14,  1895,  as  per  subscription 

book $1,394.50 

Interest  on  account,  savings  bank 12.24 

|i,406.74 
Disbursed. 

For  Carpenter  work  in  library  and  study $530.00 

Decorating  walls  and  ceiling  and  oiling  floors.  34.92 

Venetian  blinds 25.00 

Rugs  and  drapery 120. 12 

Mantel  and  frame 90 .  00 

Furniture 224. 55 

Lamps  and  shades 10. 56 

Bronze  plate 23 .  00 

Reference  books 256.72       1,314.87 

Balance  on  hand $91-87 

Unpaid  subscriptions $24.00 

Glass  doors  ordered  for  reference  book  case $25 .00 


so 

Special  Gifts. 

Portrait  of  Miss  Ripley,  by  Mr.  George  J.  Rudolph, 
with  carved  cherry  frame,  presented  by  Mrs.  Henry  C. 
Fullerton. 

Cherry  lumber  for  interior  finish  of  library  and  study, 
Mr.  J.  N.  Scatcherd. 

"  History  for  Ready  Reference,"  five  volumes,  Mr.  J.  N. 
Larned. 

"  Masters  and  Masterpieces  of  Engraving,"  one  volume, 
Mr.  Willis  O.  Chapin. 

"  Popular  Astronomy,"  Mary  S.  Hill  Johnson. 

**Wild  Flowers  of  America,"  one  volume,  James  D. 
Warren's  Sons. 

"  Picturesque  America,"  two  volumes,  Mr.  Edward  C. 
Hawks. 

**  Picturesque  Europe,"  three  volumes,  Mr.  James  D. 
Hawks. 

Portrait  by  Miss  Annie  Crawford;  subject,  "Old-fash- 
ioned Girl,"  presented  by  Miss  Jane  Meade  Welch. 

One  mahogany  chair.  Harper  Furniture  Company. 

Number  of  cash  subscriptions,  162. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  John  Parmenter,  chair- 
man, Supt.  Henry  P.  Emerson,  Miss  Matilda  T.  Karnes, 
Miss  Mary  C.  Lovejoy,  and  Miss  Charlotte  McMillan,  of 
the  High  School  Alumnae,  have  rendered  faithful  service  in 
securing  and  collecting  pledges;  and  all  accounts  and 
vouchers  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  said  com- 
mittee. An  indexed  copy  of  the  report  will  be  preserved 
in  the  High  School  Library,  as  well  as  in  the  Union 
archives. 

Many  of  Miss  Ripley's  old  friends  and  former  pupils 
have  expressed  a  desire  to  contribute,  but  have,  as  yet, 
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been  unable  to  do  so.  As  more  reference  books  are  required 
to  fill  the  space  allotted  to  them,  and  pictures  and  statuary 
would  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  room,  such  gifts 
will  be  acceptable  at  any  time. 

The  Mary  A.  Ripley  Library  is  a  fitting  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  beloved  teacher  and  friend.     May  it  ever 
justify   the    truth    of    the    inscription    engraved   on    the 
memorial  plate,  "A  sower  of  infinite  seed  was  she." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIET   A.    TOVVNSEND, 

Trustee. 

COMMITTEE   ON   RECEPTION. 


The  work  of  the  committee  has  this  year,  on  account  of 
the  completion  of  the  new  building,  been  somewhat  more 
extended  than  for  a  year  or  two  past,  but  is  practically  the 
same  as  formerly.  The  work  is  divided  among  a  committee 
of  twenty  women,  each  one  of  whom  serves  on  a  certain  day 
of  the  month,  as  the  hostess  of  the  Union.  Her  duties  are  to 
receive  and  welcome  all  strangers,  to  conduct  them  over 
the  building,  giving  them  all  possible  information  about  the 
general  work  of  the  organization.  The  member  on  duty 
also  takes  the  place  of  the  Superintendent  during  the  noon 
hour,  and  is,  generally  speaking,  the  representative  of  the 
Union  for  the  day. 

The  committee  is  an  important  one  in  the  carrying  on  of 
the  daily  routine  of  the  building,  and  furnishes  a  very 
pleasant  way  for  the  members  to  add  their  share  to  the 
good  work  *  being  done  by  our  Union  in  its  new  and 
beautiful  home.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  M.  E.  BARTLETT, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON    MEMBERSHIP. 


The  hope  expressed  a  year  ago  for  a  large  increase  in 
members  has  not  been  realized,  but  we  are  glad  to  record  a 
gain  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-four.  At  present  the  Union 
has  a  membership  of  30  life  members  ;  45  sustaining  mem- 
bers, and  871  annual  members;  total,  946.  We  find  that 
women  throughout  the  State  are  becoming  awakened  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  benefits  secured  for  them  through  the 
influence  of  the  Women's  Union,  and  a  number  have 
expressed  their  intention  to  become  members. 

The  privileges  of  membership  are  increasing  with  the 
broadening  out  of  the  Union  work — the  Free  Library  and 
Reading-room  ( open  day  and  evening ) ;  classes  in  read- 
ing, arithmetic,  type-writing  and  penmanship ;  scholarships 
in  domestic  training  ;  physical  culture  lectures  and  literary 
and  musical  entertainments;  sympathy  and  encouragement 
to  all  in  need. 

It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  benefits  which 
membership  secures.  The  large  gain  in  life  member#is 
especially  gratifying,  and  while  this  year  the  number  is  due 
to  personal  effort,  we  hope  that  soon  all  who  are  able  will 
deem  it  an  honor  to  voluntarily  become  life  members.  In 
no  better  way  can  women  who  are  unable  to  give  active 
service  perpetuate  their  interest  in  the  Union.  Sustain- 
ing memberships  are  important,  as  they  give  substantial 
assistance  to  the  general  fund. 

The  population  of  the  city  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  be- 
fore the  next  annual  meeting  we  should  have  enrolled  the 
names  of  at  least  two  thousand  Buffalo  women. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  E.  AUSTIN. 

Chairman, 


LIFE   MEMBERS. 


Alexander*  Mrs.  D.  S. 

Altman,  Mrs.  Henry 

Barse.  Mrs.  C.  B.  V. 

Becker,  Mrs.  Philip 

Birdsall,  Mrs.  S.  J. 

Chester,  Mrs.  Thomas 

Crawford,  Mrs.  John 
♦Crozcr,  Mrs.  M.  A. 

Davidson,  Mrs.  James 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Leonard 

Dunbar,  Miss  Alice  H. 

Dunbar,  Miss  Lucilla  H. 

Evans,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 

Forman,  Mrs.  George  V. 

Foster,  Mrs.  John  D. 

Fullerton,  Mrs.  Henry  F, 

Garretson,  Mrs.  £.  R. 

Glenny,  Mrs.  Esther  A. 

Glenny,  Miss  Esther 

Goodyear,  Mrs.  E.  P. 

Grosvenor,  Mrs.  S.  H. 

Hamlin,  Mrs.  William 

Harrower,  Mrs.  Horatio  C. 

narrower.  Miss  Katharine  G. 

Hayes,  Mrs.  George  E. 

Holland,  Mrs.  Nelson 

Howard.  Mrs.  E.  H. 

Howard,  Mrs.  George 

Howard,  Mrs.  Rufus  L. 

Hutchinson,  Mrs.  E.  H. 

Jones,  Mrs.  Charles  Sumner 

Lautz,  Mrs.  Charles 
*Loomis,  Mrs.  Caroline  E. 

Lytle,  Mrs.  Charles  P. 

McWiUiams,  Mrs.  J.  J. 

Marsh,  Mrs.  Jeannette 


Mayer,  Mrs.  Joseph  B. 
Meldrum,  Mrs.  Alexander  E. 
Michael.  Mrs.  John 
Moore,  Mrs.  Chester 
Moore,  Mrs.  Theodore  M. 
Moot,  Mrs.  AdelbeVt 
Norton.  Mrs.  Porter 
Pardee,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Pierce,  Mrs.  Ray  V. 
Ransom,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
♦Rathbun,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Edward  R. 
Rice,  Miss  Helen  F. 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Jewett  M. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Rosenau,  Mrs.  David 
Ross,  Mrs.  James  H. 
Rumrill,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Satterfield,  Mrs.  John 
Schaeffer,  Mrs.  Gustavus  A. 
Shepard,  Mrs.  Sidney 
Sprague,  Mrs.  Carleton 
Spiegel,  Mrs.  Marcus 
Stewart.  Mrs,  John  T. 
Taylor,  Miss  Jessie 
Tifft,  Mrs.  Wrilson  S. 
Townsend,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Tracy,  Mrs.  Agnes  Ethel 
Walker,  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Watson,  Mrs.  S.  V.  R. 
White.  Mrs.  H.  G. 
White,  Mrs.  James  P. 
White,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Benjamin  H. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Jane  C. 
*  Deceased. 


SUSTAINING   MEMBERS. 


Avery,  Mrs.  Trueman  G. 
Bieistein,  Mrs.  George 
Brinker,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Cant,  Mrs.  Andrew 
Case,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Chard,  Mrs.  James  F. 
Crate,  Mrs.  James 
Crocker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Daniels,  Mrs.  Charles 
Eagan,  Mrs.  Sylvester  F. 
Eckley,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Elias,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Evans,  Miss  Virginia 
Flint,  Mrs.  William  B. 
Fryer,  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
Gratwick,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Griffin,  Mrs.  P.  H. 
Hedstrom,  Mrs.  Eric  L. 
Hersce,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Jarrett,  Miss  Ellen 
Jones,  Mrs;  Albert 
Kenyon,  Miss  Ada  M. 

Wilson, 


Lewis,  Mrs.  George  Howard 
Lyth,  Mrs.  John 
McCready,  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Morey,  Mrs.  Norris 
Munro.  Mrs.  Josiah  G. 
Newman,  Mrs.  W.  H.  H. 
Ovens,  Mrs.  Robert 
Perew,  Mrs.  Frank 
Pettibone,  Miss  Nora 
Phelps.  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Potter,  Mrs.  George  R, 
Ramsdell.  Mrs.  Orrin  P. 
Ransom,  Miss  Mattie  - 
Roberts,  Mrs.  James  A. 
Rogers,  Miss  Lily  Cameron 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Sherman  S. 
Root,  Mrs.  Francis  H. 
Rumsey,  Mrs.  Bronson  C. 
Sidway.  Mrs.  Franktin 
Williams,  Mrs.  Albert  L, 
Williams,  Mrs.  Gibson  T. 
Williams.  Miss  Martha  T. 
Mrs.  Robert  P. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  '*  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo." 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employment  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments 

7.  By  the  csublishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty>six  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  such  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are  : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bidwell,  Elizabeth  Blocher, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattis  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  DtrrroN, 

Agnes  A.  Kassett,  Gertrude  L.  II,  Fiske, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  IIoluster. 

Lucy  Jewbtt,  Anna  M.  Letcuworth, 

Selina  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jennie  Watson  Norton^ 

Lucinda  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pettibone,  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  'J'ownsbnd, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Williams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  ©f 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS. 
CLARA  ALTMAN. 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE, 
ELIZABETH  WADE, 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT, 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT, 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT, 
CECILIA  UTLEY, 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.     ) 
County  of  Erie,  f 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885,  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend,  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade.  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske.  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Agrnes  A. 
Fassett.  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  sam& 
NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU, 

Noury  Public,  Erie  Co..  N.  Y. 

1,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS. 

Justice  Supreme  Court 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.^TitU, 

This  association  shall  be  called  '*  The  Women's  Edncational  and  In- 
dustrial Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  11.— 'Object. 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus- 
trial and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  \\1,— Officers. 

SEcnoN  I.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vestea 
in  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annuall)'. 

§  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes  effect 
shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected.  At 
each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

§  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

§  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com- 
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mittees  :  On  Finance,  Social  Aifairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Do- 
mestic Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Education, 
Protection,  Library  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors*  may 
approve  or  reject  all  nominations  for  committees,  except  those  for  chair- 
men, who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  IW. —Membership. 

Any  woman  may  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  paying  the  annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  privileges  of  the  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  such  member ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sustaining 
member. 

ARTICLE  V.^Fiscal  Year, 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  last  day  of  April. 

ARTICLE  \l.— Annual  Meeting. 

Section  i.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

§  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

§  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  officers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

§  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each 
annual  meeting  : 

1.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  officers. 

3.  Reports  of  committees. 

4.  Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 

7.  Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  YIL'-Annuai  EUction. 

Section  i.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Toesdaj 
in  May.     All  Directors  shall  be  elected  \iy  ballot. 

§  a.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  A.  m.  to  8  p.  M.,  and  no  mem- 
ber in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  VIIL— raranrtVx. 

Any  vacancies  occurring  among  the  officers  or  in  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such  vacancy 
shall  occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  tenn  of  the 
person  whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  lX.^Departments  of  Work. 

Section  i.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direction 
of  the  Board. 

g  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be  in 
charge  of  the  standing  committees.  New  departments  may  be  organized 
whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  deem  such  action  favorable  to  the 
aims  of  the  Union. 

§  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  remain 
entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X.—AssociaU  Societies, 

Section  i.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of 
each  may  be  known. 

§  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems,  may 
be  recognized  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  Xl.^Amendments, 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two>thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  i,  1886. 


ARTICLE  l.—MeeHngs. 

Section  i.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Eleven  members  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Special  meetings  may 
be  called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of 
such  Board,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any 
time  by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  the  special 
meeting  shall  be  stated  in  the  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that 
specified  shall  be  transacted. 

§  2.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month  by 
the  chairmen  of  the  committees,  and  five  members  of  each  committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  11,— Duties  of  Officers, 

Section  i.  President. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
preside  at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  maintain  a  general  oversight  and  direc- 
tion of  the  several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have 
power  to  appoint,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special 
committees  for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the 
province  of  the  standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all 
vacancies  which  shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have 
the  usual  powers  of  a  presiding  officer. 

§  2.  Vice-Presidents. — The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

§  3.  Treasurer. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all 
moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting 
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of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Penance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

§  4.  Secretaries. — The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give  notice 
of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  meetings  and  preserve  a)l 
records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall  enroll  the  names 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE  III,— Standing  Committees. 

Section  i.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union, 
provide  methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assess- 
ments.  It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit  the 
annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

§  2.  The  Committee  on  Social  Affairs  shall  have  charge  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union,  and  extend  to  all  visitors  its  hospi- 
Ulity. 

§  3.  The  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment  shall  advise 
and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist  women  in  their 


63 

chosen  vocations,  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of  Reg:istration,  which 
shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and  furnish  information  to 
those  seeking  it. 

§  4.  The  Committee  on  Domestic  Training  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

§  5.  The  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other  in- 
struction, true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall  be 
best  promoted.  It  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  governing  the  use  of 
the  gymnasium. 

§  6.  The  Committee  on  Philanthropy  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  rendering  such  other  service 
to  the  needy  as  may  seem  desirable. 

§  7.  The  Committee  on  Education  shall  provide  courses  of  lec- 
tures, conversation  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  provisions  as  shall 
best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

§  8.  The  Committee  on  Protection  shall  defend  the  legal  and 
social  rights  of  women,  and  shall  assist  in  measures  which  may  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

§  g.  The  Committee  on  Library  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

§  10.  The  Committee  on  Membership  shall  solicit  renewals,  and 
in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to  increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual 
Membership. 

g  II.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at  all 
the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve  she  shall 
appoint  a  substitute. 

§  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
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reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  .the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 

§  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

§14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be  gdv- 
crned  by  "  Roberts's  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  \V. --Order  of  Bunness, 

The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  every  regular 
meeting : 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  of  tl^e  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 
S.  Unfinished  business. 

9.     New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  V.'-JReal  Estate. 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estote  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chair- 
men of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this 
Committee  of  Real  EsUte  without  previous  sanction  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 
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ARTICLE  Vl.—Annuat  EUcHon. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  March  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  members  of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four 
nominations  of  Directors,  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual 
election.  EUich  member  of  the  Union  may  vote  for  twelve  Directors, 
and  the  twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared 
elected  ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors 
of  election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  Wl.^Amifulments. 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regulai 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1895-1896. 


PresUeni,  .... 
first  Vite- President^ 
Second  Vice-President^ 
Third  Vice-President, 
Recording  Secretary,  . 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.  porter  NORTON. 
Mrs.  DANIEL  DESBECKER. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 
Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 
Mrs.  JENNIE  RUMRILL. 


Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 
Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge, 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiskk, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Ken  YON, 
Mrs.  \V.  C.  Lktchworth, 


Directors. 

To  May  z,  1896. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Rice. 
Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams. 


To  May  i,  1897. 


Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Austin, 
Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender, 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker, 
Mrs.  LiciEN  Howe, 


Mrs.  JosiAH  Letch  worth, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts. 
Mrs.  Jennie  Rum  rill, 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wadb, 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker, 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 


To  May  z,  1898. 


Mrs.  D.  S.  Alexander, 
Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Bridgman, 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke. 
Miss  Anna  C.  Felton, 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Mayer, 
Mrs.  H.  R.  MiurowsKI, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 
Miss  Amelia  Stevenson, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Townseni>, 


STANDING   COMMITTEES.   1895-1896. 
Finance. 

Mrs.  W.  C,  Letchworth, Chairman, 

Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, Chairman. 

Empioyment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd Chairman. 

Mrs.  C  E.  Brown, Secretary. 

.  Domestic  Training, 

Mrs.  LuciEN  Howe Chairman. 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Cuiture, 

Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge Chairman. 

Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  J.  W.   Bridgman.  Chairman. 

"  •        — — Secretary. 

Education. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams, Chairman. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill Secretary. 

Protection. 

Mrs.  Chester  Moore, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, Secretary. 

Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairman. 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shiels Secretary. 

Membership. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, Chairman. 

Miss  E1.IZA  S.  Haskins,      .      , Secretary. 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 
Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske, Chairman. 

Kitclien  Garden. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  BULX. Chairman, 

Reception. 

Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlktt Chairman, 

Civic  Club. 

Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, President. 

Mrs.  Charles  Kennedy Vice-President. 

Mrs.  Frank  C.  Ferguson, Secretary  and  Trecaurer. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Mrs.  George  Wing Chairman. 

Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams,  Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict. 

Girls'  Union  Circle. 

Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke, Chairman. 

Agency  of  Direction. 

Miss  M.  H.  Williams Chairman. 

Special  Entertainments. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade Chairman, 

Legacies  may  be  lost  to  the  Society  by  failure  to  use  a 
proper  form.     We  suggest  the  following 

FORM  OF  BEQUEST.  • 

/  fiereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Women's  Educational  and 

Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo^  ike  sum  of 

and  hereby  authorize  my  Executors  to  pay  the  sdnu.  to  the 
person  who  shall  be  acting  as  Treasurer  of  said  Society.  ' 


-1896- 


Uloiticn's 
£aucdtional 

and  .... 

Inaustrial 
Union    • 


f^v^BuTfalo,  !)♦  y^ 


TWELEIiLAHNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
WOMEN'S  EDUCATIONAL  AND  IN- 
DUSTRIAL UNION  OF  BUFFALO,  86 
DELAWARE  AVENUE 


FOR    THE    YEAR    ENDING    MAY    1.    1896. 


BUFFALO 

THE    COURIER   COMPANY,  PRINTERS 

1896 


Officers  for  1895-1896. 


President 

First  Vice-President,   . 
Second  Vice-President y 
Third  Vice-President, 
Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer,    .... 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.   porter  NORTON. 
Mrs.  DANIEL  DESBECKER. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 
Mrs.  ARTHUR  W.  AUSTIN. 
Mrs.  JENNIE  RUMRILL. 


Directors. 


Mrs.  D.  S.  Alexander, 
Mrs.  Arthur  \V.  Austin, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett, 
Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender. 
Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Bridgman, 
Mrs.  Ix>uis  A.  Bull, 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 
Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke, 
Mrs.  Charles  S.  Dakin, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker, 
Mrs.  Leonard  Dodge, 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske, 
Mrs.  LuciEN  Howe, 
Mrs.  L,  M.  Ken  yon, 
♦Mrs.  JosiAH  Letch  WORTH, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Letch  WORTH, 
Superintendent, 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Mayer, 
*Mrs   H.  R.  Milinowski, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
tMrs.  T.  J.  O'Brien, 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Rice, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  Jennie  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard. 
Miss  Amelia  Stevenson, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker, 
fMrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams, 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 
Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis. 


*  Resigned. 


t  Elected  to  fill  vacancy. 


standing  Committees,  1895-1896. 


Finance. 

Mrs.  \V.  C.   Letchworth Chairman, 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsknd,  Mrs.  Jennie  Rumrill. 

Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kenyon, Chairman, 

Mrs.  Charlks  E.  Selkirk,  Mrs.  John  Slote, 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Kenyon,  Mrs.  A,  Millard, 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore,  Mrs.  Charles  Seymour, 

Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Sherman, 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Clarkson,  Miss  Cornelia  B.  Selkirk, 

Mrs.  Etta  Ware  Hill,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Ardrey, 
Miss  Harriet  Tracy  Lay. 

Employment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd Chairman, 

Mrs,  C.   E.   Brown, Secretary, 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Hill,  Mrs.  John  O'Brien, 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Hoffheins,  Mrs.  Elbert  Place, 

Mrs.  Henry  Munson,  Mrs.  Cyrus  A.  Prouty, 

Miss  Harriet  T.  Lay,  Mrs.  John  Ross, 

Mrs.  George  W.  Weed. 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. 

Mrs.   Leonard  Dodge, Chairman, 

Mrs.   E.   W.  Butt Secretary, 

Mrs.  William  M.  Bloomer,  Miss  Arletta  Lothrop, 

Miss  Louise  M.  Lapey,  Miss  Estella  Hartman, 

Mrs.  T.  J.  O'Brien. 


5 
Philanthropy. 

Mrs.  J.   W.   Bridgman Chairman. 

Mrs.  E.  J.   Weeks, Secretary, 

Mrs.  James  A.  Love,  Mrs.  Evalyn  Daw, 

Mrs.  William  Johnson,  Mrs.  Clara  Ray, 

Mrs.  Frederick  Taylor,  Mrs.  William  F.  Forsyth, 

Mrs.  Alfred  Ketchum,  Mn.  Louise  Clark, 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Adams.  Miss  Ella  Chapin. 


Dr.  A.  E.  Diehl, 
Dr.  Maud  J.  Frye, 
Dr.  Lucien  Howe, 
Dr.  S.  Y.  Howell, 


PHYSICIANS. 


Dr.  John  Parmenter, 
Dr.  N.  S.  Renner, 
Dr.  R.  S.  SArrERLEE, 
I\r.  George  W.  York. 


Education. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  H. 

Williams Chairman. 

Mrs.  James  M.  Drill, 

Secretary. 

Mrs. 

Arthur  Austin, 

Miss  Helen  Horton, 

Mrs. 

H.  D.  Ingraham, 

Miss  Ada  Kenyon, 

Mrs. 

N.  G.  Benedict, 

Miss  Adelaide  Graybiel, 

Mrs. 

George  Wing, 

Miss  Ellen  Jarreit, 

Mrs. 

Charles  Walker, 

Miss  Elizabeth  Hirshfield, 

Mrs. 

J.  B.  Parke, 

Miss  Gertrude  Bacon, 

Mrs. 

E.  R.  Lawrence, 

Miss  Bessie  Codd, 

Mrs. 

W.  P.  Cooke, 

Miss  Caroline  Vedder, 

Mrs. 

J.  B.  Mayer, 

Miss  Eleanor  Ladd, 

Mrs. 

George  Bleistein, 

Miss  Ella  Chapin, 

Mrs. 

H.  R.  Milinowski, 

Miss  Bertha  Brock, 

Mrs. 

H.  p.  Bissell, 

Miss  Elizabeth  Smith, 

Mrs. 

Levi  P.  Bliss, 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Falk, 

Mrs. 

Edward  Eisele, 

Miss  Charlotte  McMillan, 

Mrs. 

M.  A.  Van  Winkle, 

Miss  Lucy  Lee, 

Mrs. 

Jennie  Rumrii.l, 

Miss  Mary  Lovejoy. 

Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairman. 

Miss  Effie  H.  Shi  els, Secretary. 


Mrs.  W.  H.  Smith, 
Mrs.  N.  B.  Straight, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Lytle, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Russell, 
Mrs.  John  Druar, 
Mrs.  W.  S.  TiFi-T, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Drill, 
Mrs.  P.  F.  Piper, 
Mrs.  E.  F.  Mkister, 
Mrs.  R.  V.  Pierce, 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Davis, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Dunbar,  Jr., 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Hopkins, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Mrs.  Alfred 


Mrs.  C.  S.  Dakin, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  HuRD, 
Miss  M.  T.  Karnes, 
Miss  Belle  McGowan, 
Miss  Bessie  A.  Codd, 
Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins, 
Miss  Mary  Walker, 
Miss  LuRA  Newman, 
Miss  Lilian  B.  Parsons, 
Miss  Carrie  Champlin, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Edge, 
Miss  Sophie  Finkensteadt, 
Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Smith, 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Clark, 
Mrs.  Avery  L.  Smith, 
E.  Ketchum. 


Membership. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin Chairman. 

Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins, Secretary. 


Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker, 
Mrs.  Anna  Van  Orman, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Stickney, 
Mrs.  John  Crawford, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Stevenson, 
Mrs.  Harvey  D.  Blakeslee, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington, 
Mrs.  Lucas  Chester, 
Mrs.  R.  H.  M.  Hopkins, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Bridgman, 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Huntley, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker, 


Mrs.  George  A.  Trier, 
Mrs.  C.  J.  Ellis, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Stein. 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Weed, 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Fox, 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Brush. 
Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover, 
Miss  Kate  L.  Cuthbert, 
Miss  Libbie  F.  Couch, 
Miss  Mabel  A.  Fenton, 
Miss  Sophia  L.  Reuling. 
Miss  Laura  D.  Haggerty, 
Miss  Julia  Wallace, 


Miss  Louise  Clark. 


Protection. 


Mrs.  Chester  Moore, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, Secretary. 


Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend, 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Williams, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Mrs.  Walter  S.  Jenkins, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Love, 
Mrs.  Anna  Van  Orman, 


Mrs.  Richard  Flach. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Clement, 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Cheney, 
Mrs.  D.  M.  EsTEE, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Dunbar,  Jr., 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Jeffers. 


COUNSELORS. 


Hon.  James  O.  Putnam, 
Gen.  John  C.  Graves, 
Charles  P.  Norton, 
Porter  Norton, 
Frank  F.  Williams, 
Theodore  Wende, 
William  Macomber, 


Frank  M.  Loomis, 
George  T.  Wardwell, 
William  Palmer, 
Walter  S.  Jenkins, 
Walter  P.  Cooke, 
John  F.  Patterson, 
Robert  B.  Foote, 


Thomas  H.  Noonan. 


Domestic  Training. 


Mrs.  LuciEN  Howe, 

Chairttiatt, 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 

. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, 

Mrs. 

Edward  R.  Rice, 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Alexander, 

Mrs. 

John  Fallahee, 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Dakin, 

Mrs. 

Joseph  P.  Mayer, 

Mrs.  David  Gray, 

Mrs. 

H.  C.  Crane, 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Mitchell, 

Mrs. 

Tracy  C.  Becker, 

Miss  Mary  Williams, 

Mrs. 

Levi  P.  Bliss, 

Miss  Eliza  H.  Lord, 

Miss 

May  Clarkson, 

Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 

Mrs. 

M,  A.  Van  Winkle. 

Special  Committees,  1895-1896. 


Kitchen  Garden. 

Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, Chairman. 


Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Mrs.  William  G.  Preston. 
Mrs.  Lucas  Chester, 
Miss  Grace  Forbush, 
Miss  Belle  Morey, 
Miss  Charlotte  Tilden, 
Miss  Ella  McDuffy. 
Miss  Mary  Benson, 
Miss  Kate  Drill, 
Miss  Adda  Hadley, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Clinton, 
Miss 


Miss  Edith  Wilson, 
Miss  Jennie  Jones, 
Miss  Emily  H.  Patch, 
Miss  Anna  Bell, 
Miss  Anna  Wing, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Clark, 
Miss  Laura  Haggerty, 
Miss  Ella  McKeown, 
Miss  Esther  Keagey, 
Miss  Alma  White, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Smith, 
LuELLA  Dunbar. 


Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 
Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske Ckairman. 
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Mrs.  Charles  S.  Dakin, 
Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker, 
Miss  Charlotte  Kirkover. 
Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Miss  Emma  L.  Treat, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Worthington, 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Stevenson, 


Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Shamp, 
Mrs.  Du  Mont  Whiting, 
Mrs.  F.  W,  Danforth, 
Miss  Carrie  M.  Cochrane, 
Miss  M.  Van  Vleck, 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant, 
Miss  Anna  Ballard, 
Miss  Carrie  Hazard, 


Mrs.  E.  Curtiss  Rumrill. 


Reception. 

Mrs.  G.   HUNTBR  Bartlett,       ....     Chairman. 
Mrs.  H.  D.  iNGRAHAM,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Mattice, 

Mrs.  Russell  Gorsline,  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Tabor. 

Miss  Ellen  Jarrett,  Mrs.  James  B.  Parke, 

Mrs.  William  M.  Bloomer,  Mrs.  James  A.  Love, 

Miss  Ida  Keller,  Mrs.  Du  Mont  Whiting. 

Miss  Eliza  S.  Haskins,  Mrs.  James  M.  Drill, 

Mrs.  Rachel  Weaver,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Stinson, 

Mrs.  Charles  G.  Williams,  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Adams, 

Mrs.  Spencer  Bailey,  Miss  Mary  H.  Williams, 

Mrs.  Frank  M.  Hine. 

Noon  Rest, 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Alexander Chairman. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker Secretary, 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend,  Miss  Teresa  Rosenberg, 

Miss  Amelia  Stevenson,  Mrs.  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Manager, Miss  Eleanor  Martin. 

Associate  Manager Miss  Lillias  Jenkins. 

Girls'  Union  Circle. 

Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Levi  P.  Bliss.  Mrs.  E.  R.  Lawrence, 

Miss  Bertha  Brock,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mayer, 

Miss  Bessie  Codd,  Mrs.  James  B.  Parke, 

Miss  Ellen  Jarrett,  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Van  Winkle. 

Special  Entertainments. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, Chairman., 

Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  O'Brien, 

Mrs.  Jennie  Rumrill,  Mrs.  Ernest  Montgomery, 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Hawks,  Miss  Emily  J.  Hawkins. 


TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Report  of  the  Presidents 

Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held  May  12,  1896. 


.  The  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of 
Buffalo  has  existed  for  twelve  years  and  its  practical  work 
has  been  widely  advertised,  nevertheless  we  find  it  impor- 
tant on  annual  meeting  days  to  define  the  aims  and  objects 
as  well  as  to  give  detailed  reports  of  results  accomplished. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  philanthropy,  and  organizations 
for  the  betterment  of  humanity  are  multiplying  day  by  day. 
Each  finds  its  adherents,  who  soon  become  engrossed  in 
their  own  special  objects  and  many  forget  that  there  are 
outside  claims  of  equal  value  in  the  world.  We  invite  you 
to  judge  for  yourselves  whether  our  past  year's  effort  has 
been  worth  while,  and  we  again  take  occasion  to  empha- 
size the  underlying  principles  of  the  Union. 

It  is  not^  we  repeat,  an  association  of  benevolent,  well- 
to-do  women,  joined  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  d<nvn  to 
help  the  poor  and  persecuted  woman,  but  a  Union  of  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  women,  in  which  there  is  none  so 
rich  that  she  has  no  needs  and  none  so  poor  that  she  can- 
not serve  another.  This  fundamental  idea  should  be  kept 
in  the  foreground.  Old  ideas  are  passing  away  in  this  age 
of  systematic  charity,  and  we  no  longer  recognize  an  aris- 
tocracy of  goodness. 
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An  unfortunate  woman  receiving  her  first  lesson  in  the 
Union  spirit  said  to  a  member  of  the  Protective  Committee, 
"  How  can  I  help  you  ?  I  am  poor  and  ignorant  and  have 
nothing  to  give."  The  answer  came,  **VVe  desire  you  to 
renew  courage,  to  put  the  past  behind  you  and  begin  a  new 
life ;  by  so  doing,  with  the  Union's  assistance,  you  make 
one  effort  successful  and  so  help  it  to  receive  and  deserve 
the  approval  of  the  public."  The  thought  was  new  and 
the  response  gratifying.  To  feel  that  one  is  of  use  in  the 
world  is  the  beginning  of  a  self-respect  that  makes  progress 
possible. 

Emerson  says  that  ''the  law  of  benefits  is  a  difficult 
channel  which  requires  careful  sailing," — we  have  found  that 
mutual  obligation  is  the  safest  pilot. 

We  hope  for  a  better  appreciation  of  the  Union  endeavor 
from  the  women  of  our  city.  We  invite  the  housekeeper 
to  visit  the  Domestic  Training  Department  and  realize 
what  scientific  methods  may  do  to  exalt  household  labor  ; 
visit  the  Kitchen  Garden  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  meet 
some  of  the  future  home-makers  of  Buffalo  ;  drop  into  the 
Mothers'  Meetings  on  Friday  evening  and  give  your  word 
of  encouragement ;  make  yourself  at  home  in  the  Mary 
Ripley  Library  and  enjoy  its  privileges ;  join  the  Civic  Club 
and  so  take  a  hand  in  the  municipal  housekeeping ;  take 
luncheon  in  the  Noon  Rest  and  commend  it  to  your  friends. 
If  you  need  protection  or  legal  advice,  come  on  Tuesday  : 
if  you  wish  for  social  or  literary  entertainment,  come  on 
Monday  evenings ;  if  you  need  employment  or  an  employee, 
leave  your  name  at  the  office ;  if  you  are  not  strong,  join 
the  physical  culture  class  ;  if  you  are  in  need,  apply  to  the 
Befriending  Committee  ;  if  you  desire  intellectual  ^improve- 
ment, remember  the  Educational  Department  with  its  free 
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and  paid  classes ;  if  home  or  other  duties  prevent  your 
active  interest  in  the  Union,  show  your  appreciation  by 
enrolling  your  name  as  an  annual,  sustaining  or  life  mem- 
ber. Remember  that  were  it  not  for  the  income  received 
from  membership  dues  the  Union  could  not  continue  its 
work. 

We  close  to-day  another  eventful  year.  In  November 
last,  by  the  death  of  a  noble  woman  and  loyal  friend  of 
our  Union,  it  received  a  generous  bequest  which,  when  in 
hand,  will  entirely  free  the  property  from  debt.  The  dedi- 
cation will  be  delayed  to  permit  the  entire  completion  of 
the  building.  At  that  time  the  Building  Committee  will 
present  a  detailed  report  of  all  memorials,'  bequests  and 
subscriptions  and  of  the  expenditure  for  construction,  etc. 

In  future  we  hope  to  be  able  to  provide  for  the  general 
expenses  by  the  income  received  from  rentals  of  hall  and 
studios  and  membership  dues.  We  rejoice  to  say  there 
will  be  no  debt^  but  we  shall  still  need  the  generous  support 
of  our  citizens  to  enable  us  to  continue  and  increase  the 
work  of  the  various  departments.  Gifts  and  bequests  will 
be  gratefully  accepted  and  carefully  used  to  further  the 
high  ideals  of  the  organization.  The  officers  earnestly 
pledge  their  renewed  obligation  in  behalf  of  a  syistematic 
and  economical  administration  and,  as  always  before,  we 
invite  the  thorough  investigation  and  just  criticism  of  all 
who  are  willing  to  give  us  their  Godspeed. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND. 

Chairman, 


Report  of  the  Secretary. 


The  usual  routine  work  of  the  Union  has  gone  on  as  in 
previous  years.  There  have  been  eleven  regular  and  four 
special  meetings  of  the  Directors.  At  the  annual  election 
held  Tuesday,  May  7,  1895,  six  of  the  twelve  Directors 
whose  terms  of  office  had  expired  were  re-elected.  The 
six  new  Directors  elected  at  that  time  were  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Alexander,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bridgman,  Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke, 
Mrs.  Charles  S.  Dakin,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mayer  and  Miss  Amelia 
Stevenson.  Since  our  last  annual  meeting  Mrs.  Milinowski 
and  Mrs.  Josiah  Letchworth  have  resigned  and  their  places 
have  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Mrs.  T.  J.  O'Brien  and 
Mrs.  Stephen  Walker,  bringing  eight  new  Directors  into  the 
board  in  one  year.  The  average  number  of  new  Directors 
elected  every  year  is  seven. 

At  a  special  meetjng  held  Thursday,  May  9,  1895,  the 
officers  of  the  previous  year  were  re-elected  with  the  sin- 
gle exception  that  Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker  was  chosen  Third 
Vice-President. 

Last  September  the  Union  began  a  new  line  of  work 
under  the  name  of  the  Noon  Rest.  The  success  of  this 
department  has  fully  justified  its  existence,  as  will  be  shown 
by  the  report  of  its  chairman.  Another  new  feature  added 
the  past  year  is  the  series  of  Special  Entertainments ;  these 
are  in  charge  of  a  special  committee,  which  will  present 
a  detailed  report  later. 
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During  the  summer  of  1895,  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Crystal  Beach  Company  and  the  Woodlawn  Beach  Com- 
pany, tickets  to  these  resorts  were  furnished  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  at  reduced  rates.  From  July  ist  to 
September  30th,  853  tickets  were  sold  for  Crystal  Beach, 
and  between  August  ist  and  September  30th,  204  tickets 
for  Woodlawn. 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  names  have  been  regis- 
tered in  the  visitors*  book,  but  the  Union  has  many  visitors 
whose  names  are  not  recorded. 

Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Loomis  continues  to  perform  the 
duties  of  Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD, 

Recording  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


WOMEN'S  EDUCATIONAL   AND   INDUSTRIAL   UNION 
IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  JENNIE   RUMRILL,    Treasurer. 

General  Fund. — Receipts, 

May  I,  1895,  By  Cash  on  hand $116.37 

May  i»  1896,  By  Annual  Membership $1,042.00 

Sustaining  Membership 260.00 

Donations 459.60 

Rent  of  Rooms 1,598.00 

Parliamentary  Usage 2 .40 

Educational  Committee 139.60 

Library  Committee 52. 10 

Protective  Committee. .' 18.60 

Philanthropic  Committee 7.00 

Literary  and  Musical  Committee i  .28 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee 73  •  3© 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee I '7 -70 

Special  Entertainment  Committee 132 .  25 

Domestic  Training  Committee if33a-78 

Noon  Rest 119. 18 

Permanent  Fund 1,837.00     7,192.79 

I7.30Q.16 

Art  Fund. 

May  I,  1895,  Cash  in  Bank $36. 50 

Interest 1.46 

May  I,  1896,  In  the  Treasury $37-96 

Permanent  Fund. 

May  I,  1895,  Cash  in  Treasury $600.00 

May  I,  1896,  By  Life  Memberships $900.00 

Interest 14.00 

Returned  from  Building  Fund 602.00      1,516.00 

$2,116.00 

Paid  into  General  Fund 1,837.00 

May  I,  1896,  In  the  Treasury $279.00 
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General  Fund. — Expenditures. 
May  I,  1896. 
To   Printing,    Advertising,    Postage,    Stationery, 

Bills  for  Work,  etc $2,243 •  52 

Superintendent's  Salary 480.00 

Assistant  Superintendent's  Salary 127.00 

Janitor's  Salary 480.00 

Assistant  Janitor's  Salary 250.00 

Buffalo  Gas  Company 190.02 

Natural  Gas  Company 125 .95 

Insurance 73-75 

Water 49.00 

Local  Taxes 239 .  35           • 

Buffalo  Electric  Company 79 . 1 7 

Coal 269 .25 

Educational  Committee 235 .  65 

Library  Committee 253 . 5 1 

Protective  Committee 10. 75 

Philanthropic  Committee 35-77 

Literary  and  Musical  Committee 102 .  50 

Social  Affairs  Committee 20.93 

Kitchen  Garden  Committee 145 .08 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  Committee 85 .37 

Domestic  Training  Committee 1,439. 25 

Employment  Committee 2 .  50 

Special  Entertainment  Committee 41 .  10 

Noon  Rest  Committee 211.29     7»i90'7i 

May  I,  1895,  Cash  on  Hand 118.45 


$7,309.16 


Flag  Fund. 
May  I,  1896,  In  Treasury $46.25 


Examined  and  approved. 


HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND,    (    .     ... 
LAURA  C.  LETCHWORTH,  j-^«^"^^^- 


Committee  on  Finance. 


The  Finance  Committee  has  little  of  interest  in  its  line 
of  work  to  attract  the  public  attention.  A  statement  of 
bills  audited,  rentals  collected,  and  coal  solicited  would  be 
dry  facts  indeed  were  it  not  supplemented  by  the  kindly 
spirit  of  helpfulness  which  is  shown  on  every  side  by  the 
generous  friends  to  whom  an  appeal  for  aid  is  made. 

B\'ery  year  we  are  glad  to  acknowledge  the  liberal  dona- 
tions of  stationery,  soap,  oil,  canned  fruits,  coal  and  cash 
for  fuel.  A  complete  record  of  all  donations  is  kept  by 
the  Superintendent. 

Our  officers  continue  to  receive  kindnesses  from  Mr. 
Charles  W.  Miller,  Mr,  James  A.  Love  and  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Fox  in  the  way  of  carriages  for  Union  work. 

During  the  past  year,  through  the  munificence  of  the 
Order  of  Mystic  Shriners,  the  Union  has  received  a  dona- 
tion of  $355.00,  for  which  we  desire  to  express  our  sincere 
gratitude. 

On  Thanksgiving  evening  in  1895  ^  most  interested  and 
patriotic  assembly  gathered  in  the  Union  Hall  to  witness 
the  presentation  of  a  beautiful  flag  by  some  of  our  leading 
citizens  to  the  Union.  The  addresses  of  presentation  and 
acceptance  were  followed  by  a  programme  of  song  and 
recitation,  in  which  the  children  of  the  Kitchen  Garden 
joined  by  singing  enthusiastically  the  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

The  settlement  of  the  Ingalls  estate,  whereby  the  Union 
received  about  $16,000,  and  the  generous  bequest  of  $10,000 
from  the  late  Mrs.  Francis  H.  Root,  will  make  it  possible 
to  settle  all  indebtedness.  It  was  therefore  decided  to 
discontinue  solicitations  for   the  building  fund,  and   post- 
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pone  the  dedication  until  the  building  should  be  entirely 
completed  and  all  contracts  settled.  While  we  shall  be 
entirely  out  of  debt  for  the  fine  new  structure,  the  work  of 
the  Union  is  so  broad,  and  its  branches  so  far-reaching, 
that  it  will  always  need  the  support  of  its  many  friends. 
The  Boston  Women's  Union  has  received  bequests  and 
gifts  to  special  departments  which  have  been  very  helpful ; 
and  we  feel  justified  in  making  an  appeal  for  continued 
assistance,  because  the  good  work  done  by  the  Philan- 
thropic, Protective  and  Domestic  Training  Departments  is 
much  hampered  by  the  want  of  special  funds  to  reach  out 
in  these  important  ways. 

The  report  of  the  Building  Committee  will  be  given  at 
the  dedication,  and  a  full  list  of  all  subscriptions  is  now 
being  made,  and  will  be  ready  for  inspection  at  that  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LAURA  C.  LETCHWORTH. 

Chairman, 


Committee  on  Social  Affairs. 


The   Fall  Reception  was  held  September  30 ;   refresh 
ments  were  served  from  5  to  8  p.  m. 

Thanksgiving  evening  the  Union  Hall  was  crowded  to  its 
utmost  capacity  by  an  audience  assembled  to  witness  the 
presentation  of  a  beautiful  flag,  a  gift  to  the  Union  from 
some  of  Buffalo's  public-spirited  citizens.  Gen.  Curtis 
made  a  patriotic  presentation  address.  Mayor  Jewett  fol- 
lowed with  a  few  appropriate  remarks,  and  Mrs.  Williams, 
First   Vice-President,   in   the    absence    of    the   President, 
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accepted  the  flag  in  behalf  of  the  Union.  After  the  formal 
exercises,  refreshments  were  served  in  the  administration 
room,  and  the  building  was  thrown  open  for  inspection. 

Our  committee  has  assisted  the  Special  Entertainment 
Committee  in  serving  coffee  and  wafers  after  their 
entertainments. 

The  annual  election  of  Directors  was  held  May  5,  with 
a  large  attendance,  and  the  usual  refreshments  were  served 
from  12  to  7  p.  M. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DeETTE  e.  kenyon, 

Ckairmam. 


Committee  on  Employment. 


The  work  of  this  committee  has  steadily  increased,  as 
this  report  shows,  it  being  the  largest  ever  given  in  this 
department. 

We  not  only  furnish  employment  for  women,  but  help, 
with  kind  words  and  advice,  the  discouraged  ones,  and  with 
the  warmest  sympathy  try  to  find  some  bright  outlook  for 
the  depressed  and  struggling. 

Our  list  of  fraudulent  firms  is  growing.  The  Boston 
Union  furnishes  us  lists,  as  it  makes  investigation.  Guard 
the  poor  woman  as  best  we  can,  the  sharks  occasionally 
find  a  victim.  We  have  advised  the  use  of  the  Union  sta- 
tionery (the  letters  being  subject  to  our  inspection)  in 
answering  those  alluring  advertisements,  hoping  thereby 
that  the   Union    name    might   prove   a   protection.     The 
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temptation  ''to  make  from  $10.00  to  $15.00  per  week  at 
home  "  is  great,  and  it  is  hard  to  resist  it. 

Our  line  of  work  is  so  closely  allied  with  that  of  the 
Philanthropic  Committee  that  we  find  it  difficult  not  to 
encroach.  There  has  been  some  philanthropic  work  done 
by  this  committee,  which  is  included  in  the  report  of  that 
department. 

We  have  procured  a  $125  scholarship  at  Bryant  and 
Stratton*s  Business  College  for  a  deserving  girl. 

Prompt  attention  is  given  to  all  applications  from  either 
employer  or  employee,  and  references  investigated  so  far 
as  possible. 

The  number  of  applications  for  the  last  year  has  been 
889;  of  this  number  776  were  given  employment. 

Our  register  has  many  names  with  references,  and  the 
Employment  Bureau  takes  pleasure  in  finding  positions  for 
bookkeepers,  stenographers,  telegraphers,  copyists,  clerks, 
governesses,  matrons,  housekeepers,  nurses,  seamstresses, 
dressmakers  and  laundresses. 

Information  can  be  obtained  at  the  Union  office. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  CODD. 

CAairman. 


Committee  on  Domestic  Training. 


The  classes  in  the  Domestic  Training  Department  were 
opened  in  October  under  favorable  auspices,  with  Miss 
Mary  Kean  Buckner,  a  graduate  of  the  Teachers'  College, 
New  York,  and  Miss  Mary  Caldwell,  of  Buffalo,  as  instruc- 
tors, and  Mrs.  Ellen  H.  Richards,  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  as  adviser. 

A  year  ago  the  State  Board  of  Regents  adopted  a  sylla- 
bus for  a  course  of  Home  Science  to  be  used  in  the  High 
schools,  which  syllabus  we  introduced  into  our  curriculum. 
It  included  fifteen  lectures  on  the  different  food  elements, 
and  their  use  to  the  human  body  ;  the  chemistry  of  cooking, 
food  adulterations,  preserving,  canning,  cold  storage  and 
dietaries,  with  bills  of  fare  for  given  occasions,  with  quan- 
tities and  costs;  demonstration  lessons  when  these  food 
materials  were  made  into  appetizing  food,  and  methods  of 
preparing  typical  dishes  were  taught ;  practice  lessons, 
when  the  pupils  were  furnished  materials  to  make  these 
dishes  in  the  laboratory  kitchen ;  eight  lectures  on  the 
essential  principles  of  home  sanitation  and  household 
economy,  considering  the  situation  of  the  house,  ventilation, 
plumbing,  furnishing,  questions  of  household  administra- 
tion, etc. ;  ten  lectures  on  emergencies  and  home  nursing. 

The  lectures  on  food,  home  sanitation  and  household 
economy  were  delivered  by  Miss  Buckner,  the  demonstra- 
tion lessons  by  Miss  Caldwell,  and  those  on  nursing  by  Dr. 
Maud  J.  Frye.  The  advantages  of  this  course  were 
offered  to  a  class  from  the  High  School  free  of  expense, 
and  twenty-one  pupils  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 
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The  lectures  on  food  and  food  materials  were  repeated 
at  St.  Margaret's  School,  and  twenty-three  of  the  pupils 
came  to  the  Union  for  demonstration  lessons  and  labora- 
tory work. 

In  addition  to  the  Regents'  course  the  usual  divisions  of 
work  were  followed  as  heretofore. 

The  cooking  classes  included  dinner  courses,  evening 
demonstration  lessons,  and  the  teaching  of  chafing-dish 
delicacies.  By  offering  course  tickets  at  a  reduced  rate  to 
members  of  industrial  societies  in  various  churches,  the 
evening  classes  were  converted  into  club-classes,  and  in  this 
way  the  practical  work  became  far-reaching,  and  benefited 
a  large  number  of  young  women  who  could  appreciate  and 
apply  the  principles  taught. 

The  laundry  work  'covered  the  principles  of  washing, 
starching  and  bluing,  and  the  laundrying  of  flannels,  fine 
handkerchiefs,  embroideries,  doilies,  etc. 

A  class  from  the  grammar  grades  was  also  formed,  pre- 
paratory to  the  introduction  of  cooking  in  the  public 
schools.  There  were  eight  classes  from  seven  different 
schools,  attended  by  girls  from  the  seventh,  eighth,  and 
ninth  grades.  Their  work  was  considered  very  successful, 
and  a  record  of  the  beneficial  result  was  kept.  Their 
parents  or  guardians  were  visited,  all  of  whom  expressed 
themselves  as  gratified  with  the  instruction  and  earnestly 
hoped  that  an  early  introduction  of  cooking  in  the  public 
schools  might  be  effected.  Two  free  cooking  classes  were 
held,  and  especial  thanks  are  tendered  Miss  Baker,  whose 
gratuitous  work  was  very  efficient  and  much  appreciated. 
Lessons  on  spreading  the  table  and  serving  were  added  to 
the  second  course. 

Sewing  classes,  consisting  entirely  of  teachers  from  dif- 
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ferent  industrial  schools,  were  inaugurated  at  the  Union, 
and  at  Westminster  House  Miss  Buckner  was  established 
as  director  of  sewing,  giving  instruction  to  the  teacher  in 
charge,  who  in  turn  taught  the  children.  Under  the 
auspices  of  the  Union  an  exhibition  of  sewing  was  given 
in  Buffalo,  December  ii,  12  and  13,  representing  the  work 
accomplished  in  the  sewing  schools  of  New  York,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  Brooklyn,  England,  France,  Germany,  Switzer- 
land and  Holland.  The  exhibition  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  forming  the  Association  of  Sewing  Schools  in 
Buffalo,  and  arousing  interest  in  a  neglected  art. 

A  Housekeepers*  Club,  for  the  study  of  household 
economics  and  sanitation,  was  formed,  but  only  a  few  meet- 
ings were  held.  The  study  will  probably  be  continued 
next  year. 

A  house-maids'  and  waitresses'  course  of  nine  lessons 
was  introduced,  teaching  the  moral  standpoint  of  both 
mistress  and  maid ;  the  meaning  and  value  of  contracts, 
moral  and  legal.  The  practical  work  consisted  of  the 
general  care  of  a  house,  detailed  work  in  sweeping,  clean- 
ing, laying  of  table,  serving  meals,  care  of  dishes,  etc., 
and  laundrying  and  mending  of  household  linen,  all  of 
which  were  practically  applied. 

The  Mothers*  Meetings  were  continued,  following  the 
usual  lines,  in  the  endeavor  to  elevate  those  unable  to 
attend  the  regular  classes.  This  is  the  third  year  that  the 
department  has  supplemented  the  training  of  the  Fitch 
Creche  nursery-maids,  by  giving  a  course  of  simple  cookery 
for  children,  laundrying  of  children's  clothes,  and  lectures 
upon  home  sanitation.  The  Union*s  class  of  trained  attend- 
ants also  had  laboratory  lessons  in  invalid  cooking. 
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The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  various  classes  is 
as  follows : 

Nursery  maids i6 

I^uDclry i6 

Free  cooking 29 

Grammar  grades 164 

Regents-course  J3H'«^,^^~{..J3} 46 

Housemaids 27 

Dinner  course 30 

Chafing-dish 46 

Sewing — Union  Classes 41 

West«i«sur  House  Jg^^'S'J^} j^ 

Total 580 

Attendance  at  Mothers'  Meetings 566 

Attendance  at  St.  Margaret's  School  lectures. . . .  100 

Attendance  at  demonstration  lessons 960 

Total 2,206 

The  work  done  in  connection  with  St.  Margaret's  and 
the  Public  Schools,  and  Westminster  House,  has  greatly 
increased  the  number  benefited  by  the  Domestic  Training 
Department. 

Scholarships  and  other  cash  donations  have  been  received, 
but,  at  the  request  of  many  of  the  donors,  names  are  not 
published.  All  gifts  have  been  gratefully  acknowledged 
and  carefully  recorded. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HATTIE  CALDWELL. 

Secretary. 


Committee  on  Kitchen  Garden. 


Last  year's  report  of  the  Kitchen  Garden  expressed  a 
hope  that  we  might  soon  have  a  paid  teacher  in  that 
department.  Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  friends,  we  have 
this  year  had  the  services  of  two  professional  teachers. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Marcy  Green  has  had  charge  of  our  classes 
in  sewing,  and  her  efficient  direction  has  improved  that 
work  and  put  it  on  an  educational  basis,  as  was  demon- 
strated in  our  recent  exhibit.  Miss  Hilda  Lomax  has 
assisted  in  the  administration  of  the  Kitchen  Garden. 
Her  previous  training  as  a  kindergartner  has  been  of  great 
value  in  the  lessons  on  materials  and  in  simple  science. 

I  wish,  however,  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  need  of 
volunteer  teachers  who  can  give  their  services  regularly  is 
as  great  as  ever. 

In  Miss  Eliza  H.  Lord's  address  to  the  Association  of 
Sewmg  Schools  she  said  that  the  great  question  now  in 
the  industrial  schools  is  how  to  impress  upon  the  teachers 
their  moral  responsibility. 

The  absence  or  indifference  of  a  teacher  makes  void  the 
time  and  energy  spent  by  some  one  upon  the  preparation 
of  the  program  ;  it  causes  confusion  in  the  work  of  the 
school,  which  is  noticeable  to  spectators  and  children  and  it 
doubles  the  work  of  some  other  teacher. 

The  small  classes  in  the  Kitchen  Garden  give  the  teach> 
ers  a  rare  opportunity  to  influence  character  ;  punctuality^ 
respect  for  work  well  done,  and  fidelity  to  duty,  set  an 
example  of  the  first  importance. 
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We  are  indebted,  however,  to  many  of  our  teachers  for 
their  untiring  devotion  to  our  little  pupils.  Those  who  are 
occupied  in  teaching  during  the  remainder  of  the  week 
have  made  a  particular  sacrifice  in  giving  their  time  on 
Saturday  afternoons. 

Miss  Ella  McDuffy,  the  accomplished  Sloyd  teacher  at 
the  Elmwood  School,  has  very  kindly  given  instruction  in 
whittling  to  our  one  class  of  boys,  much  to  their  delight. 

The  new  play-houses,  furnished  by  Mrs,  Stephen  Walker, 
have  contributed  to  the  interest  of  the  sweeping  and  dust- 
ing lessons. 

Our  lessons  are  sought  for  by  other  schools  and  we 
regret  that  there  is  no  printed  edition  of  them  obtainable ; 
we  are  obliged  to  furnish  bulky  type-written  copies. 

A  circulating  library  has  been  started  during  the  past 
year,  but  we  have  found  that  our  carefully  selected  books 
have  not  always  suited  the  taste  of  our  young  patrons. 
But  the  books  have  been  sufficiently  appreciated  to  warrant 
our  making  additions  next  year,  and  we  hope  to  cultivate 
our  readers'  taste. 

The  Penny  Savings  Bank  has  been  continued  in  charge 
of  Miss  Forbush. 

The  children's  chief  treat  during  the  year  was  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Flag  Presentation,  when  they  and  their 
parents  were  the  guests  of  the  Union. 

Two  of  our  older  girls  graduated  this  year ;  there  were 
others  who  might  have  done  so,  but  they  preferred  to 
remain  in  the  school.  Our  graduates  received  certificates 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  Union  and  by  the  chairman 
of  this  committee.  These  girls  are  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  are  ready  for  the  Free  Cooking  Class  when  they 
leave  the  Kitchen  Garden. 
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In  April  Mrs.  Lucas  Chester  gave  our  eldest  class  a  tea 
at  her  home. 

The  Kitchen  Garden  classes  were  suspended  for  the 
summer  vacation  on  May  2d,  but  the  real  close  of  the 
school  occurs  at  the  annual  picnic  in  June,  when  we  are 
always  fortunate  in  receiving  generous  contributions. 

The  recommendations  for  reform  in  our  public  schools, 
recently  drawn  up  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, include  the  introduction  of  Domestic  Training. 

In  observing  children  in  an  ordinary  school  we  see  them, 
when  the  muscles  are  most  flexible  and  repression  is  most 
difficult,  obliged  for  many  hours  every  day  to  turn  their 
attention  constantly  in  the  direction  of  purely  mental  work. 
At  recess  we  see  the  avalanche  of  restless  children  that 
rush  out  of  doors.  Why  not  "average"  this  exhibition  of 
energy  by  giving  just  a  small  portion  of  time  to  the  practi- 
cal application  and  demonstration  of  what  has  been  learned 
from  the  black-board  and  book  ?  Thereby  will  be  gained  a 
more  equal  development  of  power,  and  by  the  alternation 
of  occupations  greater  clearness  and  concentration  in  the 
study  hour. 

I  trust  that  I  do  not  seem  to  urge  too  pretentious  an 
argument  in  favor  of  the  Kitchen  Garden — all  work  of  this 
kind  to  have  lasting  value  must  be  educational  in  character; 
there  are  other  arguments  in  favor  of  the  Kitchen  Garden 
which  have  been  given  in  former  reports,  but  this  is  one  of 
the  most  urgent. 

I  cannot  close  without  an  acknowledgment  of  that  cordial 
sympathy  and  material  assistance  which  we  must  hereafter 
miss  but  can  never  forget.  The  late  Mr.  George  H.  How- 
ard has  here,  as  in  so  many  other  places,  left  a  legacy  of 
helpfulness  and  good  cheer.     The  memory  of  his  interest 
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strengthens  those  who  are  left,  and  of  the  many  tributes  I 
believe  that  none  would  sound  more  honorable  in  his  ears 
than  ours ;  that  his  influence  endures  in  the  lives  of  little 
children  made  better  and  happier. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  P.  BULL, 

Chairman, 


Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. 


Classes  were  formed  early  last  fall.  The  Emerson 
system  of  physical  culture  was  taught  by  Miss  Maud  Love- 
joy.  These  classes  were  fairly  well  attended  ;  in  all  prob- 
ability would  have  been  largely  patronized  had  it  not  been 
for  the  all-absorbing  wheel. 

A  dancing  class  was  arranged  for,  but  being  poorly 
attended  was  abandoned. 

Under  the  auspices  of  this  committee  one  free  lecture 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Andrus,  on  Diseases  of  the  Hair  and 
Scalp. 

Our  classes  of  trained  attendants  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Maud  J.  Frye.  Twenty 
members  were  enrolled  ;  of  these  seventeen  have  graduated. 
They  are  :  Mrs.  Sarah  Kilcourse,  Miss  Mary  C.  Daley,  Miss 
Adelhied  Kamietsky,  Miss  W.  Anna  Storck,  Mrs.  Rose  But- 
ler, Miss  Ida  Barron,  Mrs.  Mary  Donahy,  Miss  Margaret 
Lee,  Mrs.  Emmeline  Griffin,  Miss  Mary  Diggins,  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Simmonds,  Miss  Bella  McNiven,  Miss  Emma  F» 
McMillan,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Duly,  Miss  Mary  Lennon,  Miss 
Anna  Spinning,  Miss  Mabel  Farnsworth.  We  have  adopted 
a   uniform   for   these   attendants — blue  seersucker,   white 
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apron  and  cap  ;  also  a  badge,  a  silver  scroll,  blue  and  white 
enamel  on  face,  with  the  letters  W.  U.  A.  C.  (Women's 
Union  Attendants'  Class).  The  committee  has  established 
a  Directory  for  Trained  Nurses  and  Attendants,  which  has 
proved  a  convenience  to  the  public. 

A  class  in  Home  Nursing  was  organized  April  3,  1896,  to 
supplement  the  instruction  of  the  Domestic  Training 
Department  in  the  Regents'  Course. 

The  Financial  Statement  is  as  follows  : 

Amount  received $129. 70 

Balance  due '   10.00 

139.70 
Expenses 129.87 

Balance $9.83 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMILIE  p.  DODGE, 
^^  Chairman, 

Committee  on  Philanthropy. 


The  work  of  the  Philanthropic  Committee  has  been  car- 
ried on  as  usual  during  the  past  winter.  Regular  monthly 
meetings  have  been  held,  and  members  have  been  present 
at  the  Union  on  Thursday  of  each  week  to  receive  women 
applying  for  aid.  Each  case  has  been  carefully  investi- 
gated and  help  given  according  to  the  need  and  to  our 
ability.  We  wish  to  thank  our  many  friends  for  the  large 
contributions  of  comfortable  clothing  and  also  of  provisions. 
With  these  and  friendly  advice  and  sympathy  we  have 
been  able  to  help  more  than  one  family  over  a  hard  place  ; 
but  the  crying  need  of  money  to  help  those  who  are  too 
ill,  too  young,  or  too  old,  to  help  themselves,  is  a  constant 
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drawback  to  our  usefulness.  There  is  no  fund  for  the 
work  of  the  Philanthropic  Committee.  We  are  obliged  to 
beg  of  the  general  fund,  already  overburdened,  and  of  our 
individual  friends. 

During  the  winter  the  committee  has  made  one  hundred 
and  eight  visits,  on  forty-two  families,  and  have  given  out 
two  hundred  and  seven  articles  of  clothing,  and  a  quantity 
of  provisions.  Fifteen  of  the  forty-two  families,  by  the 
aid  of  clothing  and  provisions,  have  been  made  temporarily 
comfortable,  and,  after  obtaining  work  for  the  wage-earn- 
ers, the  families  have  been  left  self-supporting.  Others 
have  needed  help  only  through  times  of  severe  illness,  and 
these,  wherever  necessary,  have  been  attended  by  some 
member  of  the  staff  of  physicians,  who  so  kindly  give  their 
services  to  the  Union.  The  district  nurses  also  have 
responded  to  every  call. 

We  have  drawn  upon  the  general  fund  for  $35.77,  the 
greater  part  of  which  has  been  spent  for  shoes  for  children. 
Fourteen  dollars  has  been  collected  by  members  of  the 
committee.  One  young  girl,  brought  from  her  home  in 
England  by  a  dissolute  mother,  has  been  clothed  and  will 
be  sent  back  to  the  care  of  her  father. 

The  Employment  Committee  has  done  some  philan- 
thropic work  which  should  be  here  reported.  It  has 
secured  for  a  deserving  girl  spectacles  and  two  weeks' 
professional  attendance  from  Dr.  Starr,  the  occulist ;  also 
three  months'  rent  for  a  poor  family,  and  has  given  out 
sixty-eight  articles  of  clothing,  six  chairs,  a  table  and  other 

furniture. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  M.  BRIDGMAN, 

Chairman, 


Committee  on  Educatimi. 


During  the  past  year  the  Educational  Committee  has 
given  its  attention  to  the  three  branches  of  work  which 
were  organized  last  year,  endeavoring  to  build  up  and  im- 
prove the  classes,  and  fostering  and  strengthening  the  work 
of  the  "  Girls*  Union  Circle  "  and  the  "  Civic  Club."  Fol- 
lowing a  long-established  precedent,  Arithmetic,  Penman- 
ship, Reading  and  Type-writing  have  been  free  to  members, 
and  a  small  charge  has  been  made  for  French  and 
Stenography.  The  free  classes  have  steadily  grown  in 
numbers,  and  marked  improvement  and  increased  interest 
has  been  manifested  by  the  pupils.  In  the  Arithmetic  class 
especial  attention  has  been  given  to  fitting  girls  for  clerk- 
ships. Appreciating  the  difficulties  which  must  confront 
them  when  they  are  required  to  calculate  how  much  fi  of 
a  yard  of  cloth  at  99  cents  per  yard,  half  a  yard  of  ribbon 
at  37 >2  cents  per  yard,  and  eight  buttons  at  50  cents  per 
dozen,  will  amount  to  in  dollars  and  cents,  being  always 
careful  to  give  the  benefit  of  the  half  cent  to  the  selling 
party,  they  have  been  carefully  drilled  in  this  kind  of  work 
with  beneficial  results. 

During  the  winter  china-painting  has  been  added  to  our 
list  of  classes,  and  forty  pupils  have  availed  themselves  of 
this  privilege.  The  whole  number  of  names  enrolled  on 
our  class  books  is  167. 

The  "  Girls'  Union  Circle,"  which  was  organized  late  last 
year,  and  closed  in  May  with  a  membership  of  27,  began 
in  October  with  36  girls  present.  The  growth  of  this  club 
in  numbers  has  been  remarkable.  At  its  last  meeting,  held 
in  April,  the  attendance  was  100.     The  number  would  have 
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been  still  larger  had  we  not  felt  obliged,  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  club,  to  require  an  age  limit  for  membership. 
None  under  i6  years  of  age  are  admitted,  except  members 
of  our  classes,  for  whose  benefit  the  club  was  originally 
formed.  Our  class  work  and  club  work  are  intended  to 
supplement  each  other,  each  inspiring  interest  in  the  other. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  club,  members  of  the  Edu- 
cational Committee  have  prepared  and  taken  charge  of  the 
programme  for  the  evening.  In  some  instances  the  girls 
themselves  have  taken  part,  and  the  future  policy  will  be  to 
inspire  them  more  and  more  with  a  feeling  that  they  have 
an  interest  themselves  in  making  the  club  a  success.  We 
feel  that  we  have  laid  the  foundation  of  a  strong  and 
helpful  organization,  whose  influence  for  good  cannot  be 
measured  by  words. 

On  May  5th  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the  "Civic 
Club"  was  held,  and  the  report  of  its  year's  work  was 
given.  Six  meetings  have  been  held,  and  the  spirit  of  its 
motto,  "  Information  before  Reformation,"  has  been  carried 
out  in  study  and  investigation.  The  talks,  papers  and 
discussions  have  been  practical,  and  have  included  nearly 
every  branch  of  municipal  government.  Several  gentle- 
men have  cheerfully  responded  to  our  request  for  informa- 
tion, and  have  addressed  us  on  special  subjects.  To  them 
we  give  our  hearty  thanks.  In  prompt  action,  after  infor- 
mation has  been  gained,  we  have  not  been  found  wanting. 
So  far  as  our  limited  finances  would  permit,  we  have  carried 
on  the  tenement  house  inspection  begun  last  year.  We 
have  petitioned  for  better  street-car  facilities,  and  our  voice 
has  been  raised  in  behalf  of  the  motorman  that  vestibuled 
cars  be  provided  for  his  protection  from  the  fierce  storms 
of  winter.     We  have  also  petitioned  the  Mayor  to  create  a 
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Bureau  of  Forestry,  for  the  systematic  beautifying  of  our 
city,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  our  influence  has  been 
instrumental  in  establishing  a  Truant  School. 

Our  "  Civic  Club  "  should  need  no  argument  to  prove  its 
right  to  live.  By  its  fruits  it  will  be  judged.  It  welcomes 
to  its  ranks  all  women  who  are  convinced  that  "Our 
Homes  "  means  something  more  than  the  four  walls  which 
shelter  us.  Ruskin  says  that  a  woman's  mission  is  "  To 
see  that  all  was  fair  and  clean — to  cleanse  and  purify 
wherever  she  went,  to  set  disordered  things  in  orderly 
array."  Such  a  woman  he  calls  "  a  princess,  a  washer- 
woman." A  woman's  very  nature  fits  her  for  this  trust, 
and  the  modern  princess  has  found  that  her  mission  is  to 
cleanse  and  purify,  not  only  her  own  house,  but  that  in  a 
broader  sense  her  home  means  her  city,  her  country,  the 
world. 

At  its  annual  election,  the  officers  who  have  so  well  and 
faithfully  served  us  for  the  past  two  years  declining  renom- 
ination,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Parke  was  elected  President ;  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Ferguson,  Vice-President ;  Mrs.  Walter  Jenkins,  Secretary  ; 
Miss  Mary  Grosvenor,  Treasurer,  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Mrs.  Geo.  Wing,  Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, 
and  Mrs.  Benj.  H.  Williams,  was  re-elected. 

The  financial  report  of  the  Educational  Committee  is  as 
follows :  Receipts  from  classes,  $139.60  ;  expenses,  $235.65. 
We  desire  to  acknowledge  here  the  gift  of  a  free  scholar- 
ship in  the  Bryant  and  Stratton  Business  College,  which  has 
enabled  one  young  woman  to  fit  herself  for  business  life. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLOTTE  STONEMAN  WILLIAMS, 

Chairman, 


Committee  on  Protection. 


The  year  just  ended  shows  a  record  of  130  cases,  involv- 
ing $1,518.43.  Of  this  amount  $744.99  has  been  collected, 
and  all  but  sixteen  cases  have  been  settled. 

Compared  with  preceding  years,  our  report  must  of 
necessity  be  of  less  interest  to  the  general  public. 

We  have  asked  for  no  new  laws,  nor  amendments  to 
old  ones. 

The  police  matrons  have  been  doing  their  work  accept- 
ably since  1892. 

The  loan  associations,  which  for  years  extorted  from  100 
per  cent,  to  200  per  cent,  interest  on  small  sums  loaned  to 
the  poor,  are  seldom  brought  before  us. 

The  clause  relating  to  domestic  service,  which  was  incor- 
porated into  the  City  Charter  in  1891,  has  taken  from  our 
books  the  names  of  many  who  had  become  well  known  as 
defendants.  It  is  for  these  reasons,  chiefly,  that  the  com- 
mittee is  able  to  report  88  per  cent,  of  its  cases  settled,  a 
better  showing  than  most  lawyers'  dockets  would  make  at 
the  end  of  a  year. 

We  have  had  some  cases  of  unusual  interest,  and  while 
the  circumstances  are  such  that  they  cannot  be  given  to  the 
public,  we  are  convinced  that  we  must  in  the  near  future 
turn  our  attention  to  some  laws  that  either  defeat  their  own 
ends  or  are  a  dead  letter. 

For  instance,  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  we  are 
able  to  get  a  girl  committed  to  the  Albion  Reformatory. 
This  institution  is  the  result  of  the  combined  efforts  of 
the  organizations  forming  the  Conference  of  Charities.  A 
competent  matron  is  in  charge,  and  a  young  girl  is  sur- 
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rounded  with  every  influence  that  will  help  her  to  lead  a 
better  life. 

A  few  years  ago  we  felt  that  public  morals  were  devel- 
oping in  the  right  direction  when  the  age  of  consent  law 
was  amended  raising  the  period  from  i6  to  i8  years.  But 
during  the  winter  we  have  had  two  girl  mothers  only  14 
years  old  to  care  for,  and  we  find  that  the  law  is  practically 
a  dead  letter  in  our  courts,  and  that  a  large  class  of  people 
have  never  heard  of  it. 

To  rectify  these  manifest  evils,  and,  if  possible,  to  have 
at  our  command  a  salaried  attorney,  outlines  the  new  work 
for  another  year. 

The  work  done  in  the  committee  room  is  necessarily 
private,  but  we  invite  the  criticism  and  investigation  of  the 
public  into  our  methods  of  work  and  the  results  we  have 
obtained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARRIE  A.  V.  MOOT, 

Secretary, 


Committee  on  Literary  and  Musical  Entertainment* 


The  Literary  and  Musical  Entertainment  Committee 
began  its  work  September  30,  1895,  ^^^  ^^y  o^  ^^e  Annual 
Reception,  on  which  occasion  a  delightful  musical  pro> 
gramme  was  given. 

Those  taking  part  were  Miss  Mary  Howard  and  Miss 
Lavinia  Hawley  as  soloists,  and  Miss  Howard's  Ladies 
Quartette,  composed  of  Miss  Hawley,  Miss  Ada  Gates, 
Miss  Sarah  Tilden  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Boughton. 
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The  entertainment  season  proper  began  November  ii, 
1895,  and  two  entertainments  were  given  before  Christmas. 
After  the  holidays  two  were  given  each  month,  until  the 
close  of  the  season,  April  27,  1896.  Added  to  this,  one 
special  entertainment  was  given  March  2,  by  a  club  of 
young  men,  making  in  all  eleven  free  entertainments  during 
the  season  of  six  months. 

Perhaps  we  should  add  that  a  twelfth  is  to  be  given  in 
the  Hall  on  May  18,  by  the  Dramatic  Circle  of  West- 
minster Church. 

Each  programme  presented  shows  careful  and  pains- 
taking work  in  its  arrangement.  The  list  of  entertain- 
ments contains  the  names  of  those  who  have  so  kindly 
and  generously  given  their  time  and  talents  for  the  pleas- 
ure of  all  who  made  up  the  large  and  appreciative  audi- 
ences which  greeted  the  donors  each  evening. 

As  many  children  came  more  to  disturb  than  enjoy  these 
very  pleasant  evenings,  we  were  obliged  to  refuse  them 
admission  unless  accompanied  by  parents  or  guardians 
who  could  care  for  them,  a  rule  which  prevented  further 
annoyance. 

Our  aim  has  been  to  conduct  these  entertainments  in  the 
best  possible  manner,  also  to  have  the  audiences  enter  and 
depart  in  as  orderly  a  manner  as  if  leaving  the  theatre. 

The  piano  has  given  great  satisfaction,  and  all  who  have 
used  it  have  congratulated  the  Union  upon  being  the  owner 
of  so  fine  an  instrument.  However,  we  greatly  regret  that 
the  piano  fund  has  not  increased  sufficiently  to  enable  us  to 
aid  the  Treasurer  in  making  the  annual  payments  on  it, 
the  box  marked  for  "  Piano  Fund  "  having  yielded  us  but 
$1.28  during  the  past  season. 

We  extend  many  thanks  to  all  who  have  so  generously 
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aided  us  in  making  the  work  of  the  committee  successful. 
Not  only  to  the  many  musicians,  elocutionists  and  members 
of  the  press  are  our  thanks  due,  but  to  many  who  kindly 
offered  to  give  paid  entertainments,  sharing  the  profits 
equally  with  us,  and  to  others  whose  kind  offers  came  too 
late  for  acceptance  this  season,  but  which  will  be  gladly 
accepted  in  the  Autumn  of  1896. 

Looking  back  through  the  dozen  years  of  the  Union's 
existence,  we  can  safely  say  that  the  work  has  gone  steadily 
forward,  each  year  showing  a  marked  improvement. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE. 

Ckairiman, 


List  of  Entertainments. 

November   11,    1895.       Arranged    by    Mrs.  Walter    P. 
Cooke : 

1.  Piano  Solo— Miss  Margaret  Eisele. 

2.  Violin  Solo,  "  Cavitina  "— ^r^Aw— Miss  Bertha  Bradt. 

3.  Song,  "  Nymphs  and  Fauns" — Bemberg — Miss  Minnie  Gaylord. 

4.  Whistling  Solo— Miss  Fannie  Fargo. 

5.  Recitation,  *'  Laddie  "—Miss  Maud  Husted. 

6.  Song,  "My  Hame  is  Where  the   Heather  Blooms "—/?ifAV«»^« — 

Mrs.  Christine  Hawley. 

7.  Violin  Solo.  "Cavallieria  Rusticana" — Mascagni — Miss  Bradt. 

8.  Whistling  Solo— Miss  Fargo. 

9.  Song,    "My  Love  Will   Come  To-day" — Df /Coven — Miss  Fanny 

Gaylord. 
lo.     Piano  Solo — Miss  Eisele. 
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December  9,  1895.    Arranged  by  Mrs.   Charles  Porter 
Stevenson  : 

1.  Piano  Dfxtt—Sglfcied—Mn.  Walker  and  Miss  Treat. 

2.  Song,  *•  Little  Dons**— D^/Toven — Mrs.  Charles  Porter  Stevenson. 

3.  Character    Song,    "Japanese    Lullaby  "—Miss    Adelaide    Bums 

accompanied  by  Miss  Lily  Olmsted. 

4.  Piano  Dueta — 

a.  "The  Flight  of  Witches";  d,  "After  the  Ball"— Mrs.  Mar- 
vin and  Miss  Riesberg. 

5.  Recitation,  "The  Innocent  Drummer" — Mrs.  C,  P.  Stevenson. 

6.  Song,  "  Baby  Bye  "—Miss  Burns. 

7.  Songs— 

a.  "  Because  I  Live  So"  ;  d,  "  What  I  Have"— Mrs.  Stevenson. 

8.  Piano  Duet— Mrs.  Walker  and  Miss  Treat. 

9.  Song  (Comic)— Mr.  Henry  V.  Bums. 

10.  Piano  Duet,  "March  Militare" — Mrs.  Marvin  and  Miss  Riesberg. 
Mrs.  G.  S.  Marvin,  Mrs.  Henry  Bums  and  Miss  Lily  Olmsted, 
Accompanists. 

January  13,  1896.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant : 

1.  Piano  Solo,  "Merry  Huntsmen "— W'j/j*;!!— Mrs.  T.  L.  Palmer. 

2.  Recitation,  "One,  Two,  Three" — Bunner — Miss  Kavanagh. 

3.  Song,  "Angel's  Lullaby" — Odarado  Barri — Mrs.  T.  L.  Palmer. 

4.  Recitation,  "  Little  Boy  Blue  " — Eugene  Field — Miss  Kavanagh. 

5.  Glee,  "When  is  the  Properest  Day  to  Sing?" — Dr.  A  me — Mrs. 

T.  L.  Palmer,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Fowler,  Mr.  John  Coxhead  and  Mr. 
T.  Work. 

6.  Recitation,    "  Happy    Little    Cripple  "—/arnes    IV,    RiUy—US&s 

Kavanagh. 

7.  Violin  Solos— 

a,  "Simple  Coniession'*  —  Thomee ;    b.  "Serenade   Badinc  " — 
Mara — Mr.  Arthur  Scheffcr. 

8.  Recitation,  "  The  Reading  Lesson  " — Anon^Hiss  Kavanagh. 

9.  Quartette,    "Cousin  Jedediah  " — H.    S,    Thompson — Betsy  Trot- 

•    wood's  Singing  Company — Mrs.   T.   L.   Palmer,    Mrs.   R.    S. 
Fowler,  Mr.  John  Coxhead  and  Mr.  Thomas  Work. 
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January  27,  1896.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Worthington  : 

f .  Piano  and  Violin  Duet — Mrs.  Gilbert  and  Mrs.  Alvan  Hanes. 

2.  Song,  **  Skippers  of  St.  Ives  " — Mr.  Arthur  Itnpey. 

3.  Recitation,  "  The  Organist  " — Miss  Lulu  Knoll. 

4.  Song,  "The  Broken  Pitcher" — Miss  Christine  Eisbein. 

5.  Recitation,  **  The  Dead  Dolly  "—Little  Flora  Gclz. 

6.  Guitar  Solo,  "  Spanish  Retreat  "—Miss  Frank. 

7.  Recitation,  **  Naming  the  Baby  " — Miss  Eisbein. 

8.  Violin  Solo — Mr.  Alvan  Hanes. 

9.  Song,  *'  The  Christ  Child  "—Miss  Anna  Lee. 

10.  Recitation,  **  Feeding  the  Black  Filly  " — Miss  Knoll. 

11.  Solo,  *' Alone  in  the  Desert" — Mr.  Arthur  Impey. 

12.  "America" — Mrs.   Gilbert  and  Audience.      Accompanists,    Mrs. 

Gilbert,  Miss  Bowes  and  Miss  Loera. 

February  10,  1896.     Arranged  by  Mrs.   Henry  C.  Fiske 
and  Mrs.  DuMont  Whiting  : 

1.  Piano  Solo,  "Two  Larks "—Z/jr/4iVi/jiy— Mrs.  Maude  D.  Cook. 

2.  "The  Magic  of    Thy  \cAce"—Afeyer.Helmund—lli\ss  Elizabeth 

Argue. 

3.  Recitation — Dialect — Mrs.  DuMont  Whiting. 

4.  Whistling,  "Anemone" — Sherwood— Hiss  Hattie  Louise  Norton. 

5.  Piano  Solo,  "  Military  Hsitch"— Schubert- Tausig^Un,  Cook. 

6.  Recitation — Dialect — Mrs.  Whiting. 

7.  Songs— 

a.  "Polly   Willis"— Z)r.    Atne;    b.  "Beat   Upon   Mine   Little 
Heart" — Nevin — Miss  Argue. 

8.  Recitation — Dialect — Mrs.  Whiting. 

9.  Whistling  Solo,  "Consolation" — Schafer — Miss  Norton. 

February  24,  1896.     Arranged  by  Miss  Anna  W.  Ballard  : 

1.  Recitation,  "  Conversazzhony  " — Eugene  Field— Hx.  Paul  Jarvis. 

2.  Song — Selected — Miss  Harriet  Welch. 

3.  Recitation — Miss  Amy  Waterbury. 

4.  Song — Mrs.  VanArsdale. 

5-     "RftcxXAXxon  —  Selected—  Richard  Harding  Davis— Mrs.    Brainard 
Fuller. 
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6.  Piano  Solo — Mr.  Andrew  T.  Webster. 

7.  ReciUtion.  *'  He  Knew  Him"— Mr.  Paul  Jarvis. 

8.  Song— Sf//^//</— Miss  Harriet  Welch. 

9.  ReciUtion,  "  History  Repeats  Itself  "—Mr.  Paul  Jarvis. 
10.  Song — Mrs.  Van  Arsdale. 

March  2,  1896.     Special  entertainment,  given  by  a  club 
of  young  men  : 

1.  **  Petite  Symphony,"  Op.  74 — Fui^r  Moret — Messrs.  Bush,  Dun- 

can, Koons  and  Walker. 

2.  "Slumber  Song,"  with  violin  obligato — Mattel — Miss  Boysen. 

3.  "  Love's  Dream,"  for  'cello,  Op.  '^^d—Cizbulka — Mr.  Hawley. 

4.  Recitation,  "  Bobby  Shaftoe  '"-—Homer  Green— Miss  Nye. 

5.  •*  Intermezzo,"  from  "  Cavalleria  Rusticana" — Mascagni — Messrs. 

Bush,  Duncan,  Koons,  Hawley  and  Walker. 

6.  a.  "Romance,"  Op.  155 — Dancla;    b.  "  Elfentanz,"  Op.   64 — 

Rekfeld — Mr.  John  Duncan. 

7.  "  When  the  Heart  is  Young  ''—Dudley  Buck—MxsA  Boysen. 

8.  Recitation— 5>/fr/^^/— Miss  Nye. 

9.  "  Petite  Symphony,"  for  two  violins — Dancla — Myron  P.  Bush  and 

Troilus  C.  Koons. 

March  9,  1896.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Daniel  Desbecker  : 

1.  Piano  Duet,    "Country   Dance" — Miss    Fleischmann   and    Miss 

Jandoy. 

2.  Recitation — Mr.  Louis  Levi. 

3.  Song,  "Doris" — Nevin — Mrs.  A.  J.  Elias. 

4.  Recitation — Mr.  Louis  Levi. 

5.  Song,  "  As  the  Dawn"— Mrs.  A.  J.  Elias. 

6.  "Reveries  of  a   Batchelor" — Living    Pictures — Mr.   Eugene  A. 

Wolff,  Mrs.  Felix  Kessel,  Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Falk.  Misses  Exstein, 
Emma  Exstein,  Minnie  Exstein,  Clara  Brock,  Beatrice  Rosenau, 
Laura  Rosenau,  Martha  Wittman,  JHaenlein,  Oppenheimer, 
Pauline  Rosenberg. 

March  23,  1896.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Danforth  : 

I.     Male  Quartette,  "  Picardi  " — (?/iw</— Messrs.  Williamson,   Diet- 
rich, Riester  and  Sweet. 
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2.  Recitation— 5//rr/^rf— Mr.  George  L.  Hagtr. 

3.  Songs— 

a,  "Marguerite" — Marston;  b,  "  A  Song  of  Sleep  " — Scmurset^ — 
Mr.  J.  R.  Williamson. 

4.  Song,   **  Home,    Dearie,    Home  *' — M alloy — Mrs.  Clara    Barnes- 

Holmes. 

5.  Male   Quartette.    "The  Owl  and  the  Pussy  Cat "—JDeXtwtm 

Messrs.  Williamson,  Dietrich,  Riester  and  Sweet. 

6.  Piano  Solo,  2d  Mazurka— t^M/ar^— Mr.  William  S.  Jarrett. 

7.  Song,  "Toreador  Song" — Biset—Mr.  Raymond  O.  Riester. 

8.  Recitation — S^lecUd-^Mr,  George  L.  Hager. 

9.  Song,  "  Asthore" — Trotert — Mrs.  Clara  Barnes- Holmes. 

10.     Male  Quartette,  "The  Rhine  and  the  Moselle "-AVvifi—Messis. 
Williamson,  Dietrich,  Riester  and  Sweet. 

April  13,  1896.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  Worthington  : 

1.  Mandolin  and   Guitar  Orchestra.     Five   instruments,   under  the 

direction  of  Signor  J.  Cafarelli. 

2.  Reciution,   "Since  Katie  Got  Stuck  on  the  Stage  "—Little  Dot 

Dunkin. 

3.  Song,  "  Under  the  Juniper  Tree  " — Miss  Maud  Lane. 

4.  Violin  Solo,  "  Mennetto  " — Arranged  by  Henri  Ernst — Alexander 

Maisel. 

5.  Recitation,  "  Huckleberry  Finn" — Mr.  Charles  Adams. 

6.  Ocarina  Solo,  "The  Echo" — Signor  D'Anna. 

7.  Fancy     Dance,     Highland     Fling,     in    costume — Little     Hattie 

Reinhardt. 

8.  Orchestra  Selection — Violin  Solos — 

a.  "Gypsy    Dance "-/^^wri    Ernst;    b,    "Russian    Polka" — 
Alexander  Maisel. 

9.  Recitation,  "  Little  Orphant  Annie" — Mr.  C.  Adams. 

10.  Ocarina  Solo — Sele€ted^^\%nox  D'Anna. 

11.  Recitation.  "  Me  and  Charlie"— Dot  Dunkin. 

12.  Songs— 

a.  "  Kiss  and  Make  Up "  ;  b,  "Bogy-Man";   c.  Dance,  "  Irish 
Reel " — By  two  of  the  famous  Lewis  children,  in  costume. 

13-  Greek  Posing— Miss  Wilhclraena  Kotling. 

14-  Orchestra  Selection- Signor  Cafarelli,  and  others. 
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April  27,  1896.     Arranged  by  Mrs.  G.  A.  Merchant. 

1.  FfaDO  Sok>,  '*  Rustic  Wedding  Procession" — Sinm^^MiaA  Smith. 

2.  Song,  "  Persian  Serenade  "—C^/tf7»— Mr.  Charles  Killhoifer. 

3.  Recitation,  **  Sandalphon  " — Longfellow — Miss  Pierce. 

4.  Song.  ••  Going  to  Market"— Mrs.  T.  L.  Palmer. 

5.  Song.  "  Red  Scarf  "—Mr.  John  Purdy. 

6.  Recitation,  "Edith  Comforts  Brother  ]sLck"—Brele  /Tarilr— Miss 

Pierce. 

7.  Song,  •'  It  Was  Not  So  to  Bt^—Von  SaJkJkyn—Mn.  Van  Arsdale. 

8.  Song,  ''Stors  Love  the  Night"— Mr.  Killhoffer. 

9.  Recitation.  *'  That  Settled  It  "—Miss  Pierce. 

10.  Piano  Solo,  "Flattery  " — CAaminadt—M'xsa  Smith. 

11.  Duet,    "See  the   Pale  Moon" — Campana — Mr.    Purdy  and    Mr. 

Killhoffer. 

May  18,  1896.     Westminster  Dramatic  Society  : 
Part  I. 

Selection Buffalo  High  School  Orchestra. 

A   LIKELY  STORY. 
Cast. 

Mr.  Willis  Campbell Sydney  H.  Stilling. 

Mr.  Arthur  Welling J.  Earl  Downer. 

Mrs.  Willis  Campbell Miss  Jennie  H.  Perkins. 

Miss  Margaret  Rice Miss  Blanche  F.  Wcller. 

Miss  Nellie  Greenway Miss  E.  Blanche  Toye. 

Jennie,  the  Maid Miss  Alice  Ethel  Weller. 

Part  II. 

Selection Buffalo  High  School  Orchestra. 

A  BOX  OF  MONKEYS. 
Cast, 

Edward  Ralston Sidney  H.  Stilling. 

Chauncey  Oglethorpe Edward  S.  A.  McLeod. 

Sierra  Beniifaline Miss  Jennie  H.  Perkins. 

Mrs.  Ondego-Jhones Miss  Carolyn  Mann. 

Lady  Guinivere  Landpoore Mrs.  Harrison  C.  Balcom. 


Committee  on  Library. 


The  Library  Committee  numbers  thirty-two.  It  has  met 
four  times  during  the  year,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
thirteen  at  each  meeting. 

It  is  expected  to  purchase  books,  magazines  and  papers, 
to  catalogue,  check,  and  arrange  them  properly  in  the 
library,  and  to  furnish  a  daily  attendant  during  ten  months 
of  the  year. 

Since  October,  1895,  we  have  endeavored  to  count  the 
readers.  They  number  1,150,  although,  at  least  a  third  of 
the  days  have  been  omitted. 

The  books  were  all  checked  off  by  the  catalogue  during 
April.  We  found  a  loss  of  sixty,  only,  since  the  first  cata- 
logue was  begun,  about  ten  years  ago.  Some  of  these  had 
no  special  value,  others  were  literally  worn  out,  and  were 
not  worth  replacing. 

We  report  very  gladly  that  readers  increase  in  number. 
Visitors  are  always  charmed  with  the  room  and  its  conven- 
iences. We  are  sometimes  asked  when  the  library  will  be 
opened  for  circulation,  and  reply  that  the  time  has  not 
come. 

We  have  made  our  usual  reports  to  the  Department  of 
the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  to  the  New  York  State 
Libraries  Department,  Albany. 

Disbursements  for  books,  magazines,  papers  and  binding 
for  the  year  amount  to  $253.51.  This  sum  has  placed  in 
the  library  one  hundred  and  one  volumes,  and  twenty-seven 
magazines,  and  in  the  Kitchen  Garden  forty-one  volumes 
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and  two  magazines.  Many  books  have  been  presented  by 
thoughtful  friends,  and  a  fine  clock  by  Mrs.  T.  V.  Dickin- 
son, for  which  gifts  we  return  our  thanks. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Courier,  Express,  Commercial,  and 
other  journals,  continue  their  generous  gift  of  daily  papers, 
for  which  we  are  most  grateful. 

We  have  many  reports  and  institutional  periodicals  pre- 
sented to  the  library,  which  we  value  highly. 

The  report  of  the  "Free  Circulating  Library  '*  is  given  as 
presented  by  Miss  Codd,  who  had  it  in  charge. 

The  Library  Committee,  on  December  lo,  1895,  opened 
the  Free  Circulating  Library  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  girls 
in  the  evening  classes  of  the  Educational  Committee,  and 
also  for  the  members  of  the  Girls*  Union  Circle."  This 
library  will  remain  open  during  the  summer,  and  books  can 
be  drawn  twice  a  week.  There  are  forty-five  names  on  the 
book  register. 

This  library  contains  287  numbers  of  the  best  magazines, 
and  140  volumes  of  fiction,  a  total  of  427.  It  is  kept  in 
one  of  the  basement  rooms. 

Five  friends  have  presented  a  number  of  books  and  maga- 
zines, for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GRACIA  S.  BENEDICT. 

Chairman. 
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List  of  Magazines  and  Papers  to  be  Found  in  the 
Mary  A.  Ripley  Memorial  Library. 


Harper's  Magazine, 

Harper's  Round  Table, 

Harper*s  Bazar, 

Century, 

St.  Nicholas, 

Atlantic, 

Scribner's, 

Current  Literature, 

Forum, 

Lippincott's, 

Cosmopolitan. 

Munsey's, 

Outingr, 

Public  Opinion, 

Art  Interchange, 

Art  Amateur, 

Cood  Housekeeping, 

Current  History, 

N.  Y.  Semi-Weckly  Tribune, 

Critic, 


American  Historical  Review, 

Our  Dumb  Animals, 

Ladies'  Home  Journal, 

Delineator, 

Educational  Review, 

Review  of  Reviews, 

New  Cycle, 

Lend  a  Hand, 

Educator, 

Buffalo  Express, 

Buffalo  Courier, 

Buffalo  Commercial, 

The  Woman's  Journal, 

Food  for  Home  and  Garden, 

The  Household, 

Our  Record, 

New  England  Kitchen, 

The  Philanthropist, 

The  Nation, 

Church  Home  Quarterly. 


The  Mary  A.  Ripley  Memorial  Fund. 


Receipts. 
May  I,  1895. 

By  Balance  on  hand $    91  •  87 

Contributions  received  from  May  i,  1895,  to 

May  12,  1896 6.00 

Interest  received i  .43 


$99.30 


Disbursements, 

Paid  Metz  &  Meyer,  for  Glass  Doors 

F.  T.  Coppins,  Tinting  Library 

For  Rubber  Chair  Tips 

For  Revolving  Book  Case 

For  Chairs  and  One  Rocker 

For  Insurance 

Balance  on  hand  May  12,  1896 


HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 

Trustee, 

A  book  with  complete  record  of  gifts,  receipts  and  expenditures  has 
been  placed  in  the  Library  of  the  Buffalo  High  School. 


25.00 

25.00 

3.50 

14.00 

9.00 

20.00 

96.50 

I2.80 

Committee  on  Reception. 


The  work  of  this  committee  each  year  grows  in  import- 
ance with  the  growth  of  the  Union  and  of  our  city.  The 
fame  of  our  beautiful  building  and  the  different  branches 
of  work  so  successfully  carried  on  there,  has  spread  through- 
out the  country,  and  the  many  strangers  coming  and  going 
in  our  city  feel  that  a  visit  to  Buffalo  is  incomplete  without 
a  full  inspection  of  the  Women's  Union.  It  is  the  pleasant 
duty  of  the  members  of  this  committee  to  show  the  build- 
ing to  visitors,  to  explain  to  them  the  many  kinds  of  work 
which  are  carried  on  under  its  roof,  and  the  broad  views 
and  aims  of  the  Union. 

In  all  respects  the  work  of  the  committee  is  the  same  as 
in  former  years,  and  is  divided  among  nineteen  members, 
each  one  of  whom  is  required  to  be  on  duty  one  day  in  each 
month,  as  the  hostess  of  the  Union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE   M.  E.  BARTLETT. 

Chairman. 


Committee  on  Membership. 


This  committee  is  happy  to  report  a  gratifying  increase 
in  the  Life  Membership. 

The  Noon  Rest  has  greatly  added  to  the  privileges  of 
the  Union. 

We  have  been  able  to  secure  reduced  rates  for  our  mem- 
bers from  the  Crystal  Beach  and  Woodlawn  Beach  com- 
panies. 

The  following  named  firms  have  generously  paid  mem- 
bership fees  for  their  women  employees :  Adam,  Mel- 
drum  &  Anderson  Co.,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  the  "  Boston 
Grocery  Store.*' 

The  free  classes,  "Girls*  Union  Circle,"  literary  and 
musical  entertainments  and  the  use  of  the  Ripley  Library 
are  among  the  advantages  offered  to  women  in  return  for 
the  annual  fee  of  one  dollar. 

The  list  of  members  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1896, 
is  as  follows  : 

Annual  members 929 

Sustaining  members 25 

Life  members 17 

Total 971 

Number  of  Life  members  previous  to  May  i,  1895 . .        67 

Total  number  of  members  for  the  year  ending  1896,  1,038 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  E.  W.  AUSTIN, 

Chairman. 


Committee  on  Noon  Rest. 


The  Noon  Rest,  opened  September  24,  1895,  was  the 
result  of  a  demand  from  members  of  the  Union  employed 
during  the  day.  The  Union  was  asked  to  provide  pleasant 
surroundings,  and  to  serve  well-prepared  food  at  low 
prices.  The  lower  story  of  the  Gymnasium  was  adapted  to 
the  purposes  of  lunch-room,  kitchen,  pantries  and  toilet- 
rooms.  These  were  cosily  arranged,  dainty  china  was  pur- 
chased, and  appetizing  food  and  efficient  service  were  pro- 
vided, and  with  the  freedom  of  the  Mary  A.  Ripley  Library 
and  its  books,  magazines,  daily  papers  and  easy  chairs,  the 
ideal  of  a  pleasant  Noon  Rest  was  soon  realized. 

The  lunch-room  is  free  to  all  women  ;  members,  by  buy- 
ing tickets,  can  secure  reduced  rates.  The  expense  of  re- 
fitting and  refurnishing  the  room  was  quite  a  tax  on  the 
Union  treasury.  When  this  amount  is  returned,  we  hope 
that  the  new  venture  will  become  self-sustaining,  and  also 
yield  a  fair  rental  for  the  rooms  in  use.  The  department 
is  under  systematic  and  economic  management. 

The  average  daily  attendance  has  been  as  follows  :  For 
February,  84 ;  for  March,  93  ;  for  April,  107  ;  for  May,  114. 

We  ask  for  a  cordial  support  of  the  Noon  Rest  from 
members  and  friends  of  the  Union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  BLISS  ALEXANDER, 

Ckairman. 


Committee  on  Special  Entertainments. 


This  committee  was  organized  last  May  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  a  series  of  popular  entertainments,  the  nature 
of  which  was  left  to  the  committee.  A  series  of  entertain- 
ments was  planned  to  be  called  by  the  general  name  of 
"  Afternoons  with  Famous  Actors." 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Stirling,  manager  of 
the  Star  Theatre,  we  were  enabled  to  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  some  of  the  leading  actors  who  were  to  visit  Buffalo 
during  the  season.  It  was  expected  to  open  with  Modjeska, 
but  her  serious  illness  prevented  her  appearance,  and  the 
first  entertainment  was  given  by  Miss  Selma  Herman,  a 
charming  young  woman,  not  yet  so  well  known  as  an  actress 
as  she  undoubtedly  will  be  in  the  future.  Miss  Herman 
was  assisted  by  members  of  her  company,  and  the  enter- 
tainment consisted  of  songs  and  dramatic  recitals. 

December  lo  we  had  as  our  guest  the  famous  French 
actress,  M'lle  Rhea,  who  gave  her  fine  lecture  on  "  Napo- 
leon from  a  Woman's  Standpoint."  M'lle  Rhea  was  enthu- 
siastic in  her  praise  of  the  Union  and  its  work,  and  said  she 
wished  the  hall  held  10,000,  and  she  could  fill  it  and  give 
the  proceeds  to  assist  in  carrying  on  the  good  work. 

January  10  Mr.  Henry  Clay  Barnabee,  "the  only  Bar- 
nabee,"  gave  one  of  the  most  delightful  entertainments 
imaginable,  singing  old  songs  and  ballads  as  only  he  can 
sing  them.  He  also  gave  several  recitations,  and  recalled 
many  incidents  of  stage  life.  Mr.  Barnabee  promised  to 
visit  the  Union  whenever  his  engagements  call  him  to 
Buffalo. 
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Arrangements  were  completed  for  an  entertainment  to  be 
given  April  lo  by  Miss  Margaret  Mather,  but  she  was 
taken  ill  and  was,  therefore,  unable  to  appear. 

The  last  entertainment  for  the  season  will  be  given  May 
25th,  when  it  is  expected  that  the  famous  American  actor, 
Joseph  Jeflferson,  will  be  present  and  lecture  on  "  Dramatic 
Art." 

No  financial  statement  can  be  made,  as  the  work  of  the 
committee  does  not  close  until  June  i. 

Thanks  are  due  Mr.  J.  R.  Stirling,  manager  of  the  Star, 
to  the  press,  and  to  others  who  have  assisted  in  this  new 
departure  in  the  Union  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  FLINT  WADE, 

Chairman. 


Life  Members. 


Alexander,  Mrs.  D.  S. 

Altman,  Mrs.  Hemy 

BarM^  Mrs.  C.  B.  V. 

Becker,  Mrs.  Philip 
•Birdsall,  Mrs.  S.  J. 

Bishop,  Mrs.  C.  F. 

Chester,  Mrs.  Lucas 

Chester,  Mrs.  Thomas 

Crawford,  Mrs.  John 
•Crozcr,  Mrs.  M.  A. 

Dayidson,  Mrs.  James 

Daws.  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Leonard 

Dudley,  Miss  Mary  F. 

Dunbar,  Miss  Alice  H. 

Dunbar,  Miss  Lucilla  H. 

Eckley,  Mrs.  Joseph  S. 

Evans,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 

Forman,  Mrs.  George  V. 

Foster,  Mrs.  John  D. 

FuUerton,  Mrs.  Henry  F. 

Ganson,  Mrs.  James 

Garretson,  Mrs.  E.  R. 

Glenny,  Mrs.  Esther  A. 

Glenny,  Miss  Esther 

Goodyear,  Mrs.  E.  P. 

Green,  Mrs.  Hiram  T. 

Grosvenor,  Mrs.  S.  H. 

Hamlin,  Mrs.  William 
*  narrower,  Mrs.  Horatio  C. 

narrower,  Miss  Katharine  G. 

Hayes,  Mrs.  George  E. 


Holland,  Mrs.  Nelson 

Howard,  Mrs.  E.  H. 

Howard,  Mrs.  George 

Howard,  Mrs.  Kufus  L. 

Hutchinson,  Mrs.  E.  H. 

Jones,  Mrs.  Charles  Sumner 

Lautz,  Mrs.  Charles 

Lewis,  Mrs.  George  Howard 
*Loomis,  Mrs.  Caroline  E. 

Lytle.  Mrs.  Charles  P. 

McWiUiams.  Mrs.  J.  J. 

Marsh,  Mrs.  Jeannette 

Mayer,  Mrs.  Joseph  B. 

Meldrum,  Mrs.  Alexander  £. 

Michael,  Mrs.  John 

Moore,  Mrs.  Chester 

Moore,  Mrs.  Theodore  M. 

Moot,  Mrs.  Adelbert 

Norton,  Mrs.  Porter 

Pardee,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 

Pielte.  Mrs.  Ray  V. 

Ransom,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
♦Rathbun,  Mrs.  C.  H. 

Rice.  Mrs.  Edward  R. 

Rice.  Miss  Helen  F. 

Richmond,  Mrs.  Jewett  M. 

Rogers,  Mrs.  Sherman  S. 

Rogers,  Mrs.  W.  A. 

Rosenau,  Mrs.  David 

Ross,  Mrs.  James  H, 

Rumrill,  Mrs.  Jennie 

Runcie,  Mrs.  S.  H. 


*  Deceaaed. 
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Satterfield.  Mrs.  John 
Schaeffer,  Mrs.  Gustavus  A. 
Sedgwick,  Mrs.  Alexander 
Shepard,  Mrs.  Sidney 
Spraj^e,  Mrs.  Carleton 
Spiegel,  Mrs.  Marcus 
Stewart,  Mrs.  John  T. 
Talbot,  Mrs.  CalisU  M. 
Taylor,  Miss  Jessie 
Tifft,  Mrs.  Wrilson  S. 


Thompson.  Mis.  Ann 
Townsend.  Mrs.  Geonre  W. 
Tracy,  Mrs.  Agnes  Ethel 
Walker,  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Watson,  Mrs.  S.  V,  R. 
White.  Mrs.  H.  G. 
White,  Mrs.  James  P. 
White,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Williams.  Mrs.  Benjamin  H. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Jane  C. 


Sustaining  Members. 


Bleistein,  Mrs.  George 
Cant,  Mrs.  Andrew 
Case,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Chard,  Mrs.  James  F. 
Crate,  Mrs.  James 
Crocker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Daniels,  Mrs.  Charles 
Devereux,  Mrs.  Walter. 
Eagan,  Mrs.  Sylvester  F. 
Fryer,  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
Gratwick.  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Hedstrom,  Mrs.  Eric  L. 
Hersee,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Jarrett.  Miss  Ellen 
Kenyon,  Miss  Ada  M. 

*  Deceased. 


Lyth,  Mrs.  John 
McCready.  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Munro,  Mrs.  Josiah  G. 
Newman,  Mrs.  W.  H.  H. 
Pettibone,  Mrs.  Nora 
Potter.  Mrs.  George  R. 
Ramsdell,  Mrs.  Orrin  P. 
Roberts.  Mrs.  James  A. 
♦Root,  Mrs.  Francis  H. 
Rumsey,  Mrs.  Bronson  C. 
Tillinghast,  Mrs.  James. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Albert  L. 
Williams.  Mrs.  Gibson  T. 
Williams,  Miss  Martha  T. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Robert  P. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  full  age,  being  desirous  of  forming  a  corporation  for  educa- 
tional, charitable,  benevolent  and  library  purposes,  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
April  12,  1848,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof  and  supplementary 
thereto,  do  hereby  certify  as  follows  : 

I.  The  name  of  the  Society  so  to  be  incorporated  shall  be  *'  The 
Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo.'* 

II.  The  particular  business  and  object  of  said  Society  shall  be  to 
increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  promote  the  best  prac- 
tical methods  for  securing  their  educational,  industrial  and  social 
advancement. 

This  shall  be  accomplished  as  follows  : 

1.  By  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and  library. 

2.  By  maintaining  a  registry  for  the  higher  employment  of  women. 

3.  By  organizing  and  maintaining  classes  in  educational  and  indus- 
trial branches. 

4.  By  assisting  poor  women  to  collect  debts  and  to  establish  their 
legal  rights. 

5.  By  assisting  the  worthy  poor. 

6.  By  giving  courses  of  lectures  on  various  topics,  and  social  enter- 
tainments 

7.  By  the  establishment  of  a  gymnasium  for  women 
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III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Society,  which  shall 
consist  of  thirty-si.'c  (36)  members,  and  the  names  of  sach  Directors  for 
the  first  year  of  the  corporate  existence  of  said  Society  are : 

Clara  Altman,  Mary  E.  W.  Austin, 

Mary  H.  Bi dwell,  Elizabeth  Blocker, 

Sarah  A.  Brown,  Hattis  Caldwell, 

Jennie  W.  Carroll,  Alice  Clinton, 

A.  Jane  Codd,  Harriet  C.  Crissy, 

Lizzie  Cronyn,  Mary  E.  Daniels, 

Ellen  M.  Davidson,  Lorinda  B.  Dutton, 

Agnes  A.  Fassett,  Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiskx, 

Louise  Flach,  Louise  B.  Hollister, 

Lucy  Jewett,  Anna  M.  Lbtchworth, 

Seuna  S.  Merchant,  Mary  B.  Moody,  m.  d., 

Eleanor  Mooney,  Jennie  Watson  Norton, 

Lucinda  Oatman,  Louise  O'Day, 

Nora  Pbttibone,  Kate  F.  Putnam, 

Bertha  Rosenau,  Jennie  Rumrill, 

Lily  Lord  Tifft,  Harriet  A.  Townsend, 

Anna  P.  Underhill,  Cecilia  Utley, 

Elizabeth  Wade,  Charlotte  S.  Wiluams. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  the  City  of 
Buffalo,  this  15th  day  of  May,  1885. 

HARRIET  A.  TOWNSEND, 
CHARLOTTE  S.  WILLIAMS. 
CLARA  ALTMAN, 
SARAH  A.  BROWN. 
NORA  PETTIBONE. 
ELIZABETH  WADE. 
SELINA  S.  MERCHANT. 
A.  JANE  CODD, 
GERTRUDE  L.  M.  FISKE, 
HARRIET  C.  CRISSY, 
LILY  LORD  TIFFT. 
AGNES  A.  FASSETT. 
CECILIA  UTLEY. 
JENNIE  RUMRILL, 
HATTIE  CALDWELL. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 
County  of  Erie, 

On  this  15th  day  of  May,  i885»  before  me  personally  came  Harriet 
A.  Townsend.  Charlotte  S.  Williams,  Clara  Altman,  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
Nora  Pettibone,  Elizabeth  Wade,  Selina  S.  Merchant,  A.  Jane  Codd, 
Gertrude  L.  M.  Fiske.  Harriet  C.  Crissy,  Lily  Lord  Tifft.  Agnes  A. 
Fassett.  Cecilia  Utley,  Jennie  Rumrill  and  Hattie  Caldwell,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  individuals  mentioned  and  who  executed  the  foregoing 
certificate,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  had  executed  the  same. 
NATHANIEL  S.  ROSENAU. 

Notary  Public,  Eric  Co.,  N.  Y. 

I,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  do  approve  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  consent  to  the  filing  thereof. 

HENRY  A.  CHILDS. 

Justice  Supreme  Court 


CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted  May  4,  1886. 


ARTICLE  I.— TV///. 

This  association  shall  be  called  *'  The  Women's  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union  of  Buffalo." 

ARTICLE  U,—Ofyeci. 

Its  purpose  is  to  increase  fellowship  among  women,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  best  practical  methods  for  securing  their  educational,  indus> 
trial  and  social  advancement. 

ARTICLE  lIl.—OJSc^s. 

SEcnoN  I.  The  business  management  of  the  Union  shall  be  vestea 
in  a  Board  of  Directors,  which  shall  consist  of  thirty-six  members, 
twelve  of  whom  shall  retire  annually. 

§  2.  The  Directors  in  office  at  the  time  this  Constitution  takes  effect 
shall  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected.  At 
each  annual  election  thereafter  twelve  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  annual  meet- 
ing next  following  their  election,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their  offices. 

§  3.  Immediately  after  the  annual  election  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  organize,  and  for  that  purpose  elect  from  its  members  by  ballot,  a 
President,  three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  Union.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  annual  meeting  next  following  their  election  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  shall  have  accepted  their 
offices ;  their  duties  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-laws. 

§  4.  At  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, after  the  annual  election,  the  newly  elected  President  shall 
appoint  from  the  members  of  the  Union  the  following  standing  com- 
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mittees :  On  Finaaoe,  Social  Affairs,  Industries  and  Employment,  Do* 
mestic  Training,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture,  Philanthropy,  Education, 
Protection,  Library  and  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
approve  or  reject  all  nominations  for  committees,  except  those  for  chair- 
men, who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  shall  not  be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE   \V ,^Memherskip, 

Any  wawm  may  become  a  member  of  the  Union  by  subscribing  to  the 
Constitution,  and  payiac  the  Annual  dues,  which  shall  be  one  dollar,  and 
which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  piivilqgci  of  4be  Union  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  when  she  shall  become  sudi  iirinbri  ;  and 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  The  annual 
payment  of  ten  dollars  shall  make  the  person  so  paying  a  sustaining- 
member. 

ARTICLE  V. --Fiscal  Year, 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Union  shall  close  on  the  last  day  of  April. 

ARTICLE  \\,^Annual  MeeHng. 

Section  i.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May. 

§  2.  Twenty-five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action  of  business. 

§  3.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  ofHcers  of  the  various  standing 
committees  shall  make  reports  of  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
recently-elected  officers  shall  be  installed. 

§  4.  The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  each, 
annual  meeting : 

1.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  officers. 

3.  Reports  of  committees. 

4.  Resolutions,  motions  and  notices. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  Report  of  inspectors  of  elections. 

7.  Installation  of  officers. 
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ARTICLE  VlV^Annuai  Elictum. 

Section  x.  The  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  May.     All  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

§  2.  The  polls  shall  be  open  from  lo  A.  M.  to  8  P.  if.,  and  no  mem- 
ber in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  VUl^—Vtuancies. 

Any  vacancies  occurring  among^  the  officers  or  in  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  at  the  next  regular  meeting  after  such  vacancy 
shall  occur,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall  serve  out  the  term  of  the 
person  whom  she  succeeds. 

ARTICLE  l^.^D€pariments  of  IVarA. 

Section  i.  The  Union  shall  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  day  and  evening,  except  when  closed  by  the  direction 
of  the  Board. 

§  2.  The  various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  Union  shall  be  in 
charge  of  the  standing  committees.  New  departments  may  be  organized 
whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  deem  such  action  favorable  to  the 
aims  of  the  Union. 

§  3.  The  Union,  in  all  its  departments  of  work,  shall  be  and  remain 
entirely  non-sectarian. 

ARTICLE  X,— Associate  Societies, 

Section  i.  All  working  associations  of  women  shall  be  invited  to 
interchanges  of  thought,  in  order  that  the  practical  working  merits  of 
each  may  be  known. 

§  2.  All  philanthropic  associations,  with  their  various  systems,  may 
be  recognized  by  the  Union  and  their  fellowship  invited. 

ARTICLE  Xh^Amendments. 

These  articles  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present,  provided  formal  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
a  previous  regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Adopted  June  i,  1886. 


ARTICLE  I,— Meetings, 

Section  i.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  Eleven  members  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Special  meetings  may 
be  called  by  the  President  upon  the  written  request  of  any  member  of 
such  Board,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  may  be  called  at  any 
time  by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  object  of  the  special 
meeting  shall  be  stated  in  the  call,  and  no  other  business  than  that 
specified  shall  be  transacted. 

§  a.  Committee  meetings  shall  be  called  at  least  once  each  month  by 
the  chairmen  of  the  committees,  and  five  members  of  each  committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  ll.^DuHes  of  Officers, 

Section  i.  President.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
preside  at  all  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  Union  and  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  mainuin  a  general  oversight  and  direc- 
tion of  the  several  departments  of  the  Union's  work,  and  shall  have 
power  to  appoint,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  special 
committees  for  the  conduct  of  matter  that  may  arise  outside  of  the 
province  of  the  standing  committees,  and  shall  fill  by  appointment  all 
vacancies  which  shall  occur  in  the  standing  committees.  She  shall  have 
the  usual  powers  of  a  presiding  officer. 

g  2.  Vice-Presidents.— The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  performance  of  her  duties,  and  shall  act  in  her  absence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  elected. 

g  3.  Treasurer. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all 
moneys  of  the  Society,  and  to  deposit  and  invest  them  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  She  shall  keep  true  books  of 
account  and  give  and  take  receipts  and  vouchers  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  each  regular  meeting 


62 

of  the  Board,  or  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
She  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  Prea- 
dent  and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  shall  designate  in  writing  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  act  in  her  temporary  absence  with  power  to  sign  such 
orders.  The  Treasurer  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  prescribe.  The  books  kept  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
open  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Treasurer  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  an  annual  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

§  4.  Secretaries. — The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Union,  and  shall  give  notice 
of  all  meetings.  She  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  meetings  and  preserve  all 
records  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Union.  She  shall  enroll  the  names 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Union  and  shall  present  a  report  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Union. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  and  keep  a  file  of  all  letters  received  and  copies  of  all  letters 
written  by  her.  She  shall  present  a  report  at  each  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  an  annual  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Union. 

ARTICLE  lll.Standing  Committees, 

Section  i.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  charge  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Union  and  shall,  with  the  officers  of  the  Union, 
provide  methods  for  securing  funds  and  obtaining  donations  and  assess- 
ments. It  shall  superintend  all  disbursements  made  and  shall  audit  the 
annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

§  2.  The  Committee  on  Social  Affairs  shall  have  charge  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  Union. 
It  shall  provide  means  for  informing  and  directing  strangers  who  may 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Union,  and  extend  to  all  visitors  its  hospi> 
tality. 

§  3.  The  Committee  on  Industries  and  Employment  shall  advise 
,and  adopt  such  industrial  methods  as  shall  best  assist  women  in  their 
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chosen  vocations.  It  shall  provide  a  Bureau  of  Registration,  which 
shall  record  all  applications  for  employment  and  furnish  information  to 
those  seeking  it. 

§  4.  The  Committee  on  Domestic  Training  shall  provide,  by 
means  of  classes  or  other  methods,  such  instruction  as  shall  tend  to 
exalt  household  labor. 

§  5.  The  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture  shall 
provide,  by  means  of  illustrations,  lectures,  a  gymnasium  and  other  in- 
struction, true  and  simple  methods  by  which  the  laws  of  health  shall  be 
best  promoted.  It  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  governing  the  use  of 
the  gymnasium. 

§  6.  The  Committee  on  Philanthropy  shall  have  general 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  practical  philanthropy,  which  shall 
include  visiting  and  caring  for  the  sick,  and  rendering  such  other  service 
to  the  needy  as  may  seem  desirable. 

§  7.  The  Committee  on  Education  shall  provide  courses  of  lec- 
tures, conversation  and  classes,  and  make  such  other  provisions  as  shall 
best  promote  the  educational  interests  of  women. 

§  8.  The  Committee  on  Protection  shall  defend  the  legal  and 
social  rights  of  women,  and  shall  assist  in  measures  which  may  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  rights  of  any  woman  who  may  apply  for  its  assistance. 

§  g.  The  Committee  on  Library  shall  have  charge  of  the  library 
and  reading-room  of  the  Union  and  keep  them  free  and  open  for  use  to 
the  public,  and  shall  make  and  enforce  rules  for  their  conduct  and 
government. 

§  10.  The  Committee  on  Membership  shall  solicit  renewals,  and 
in  every  way  possible  endeavor  to  increase  the  Sustaining  and  Annual 
Membership. 

§  II.  The  Chairman  of  each  standing  committee  shall  preside  at  all 
the  meetings  of  her  committee  and  at  all  entertainments  and  lectures 
held  under  its  auspices.  In  case  of  her  inability  to  serve  she  shall 
appoint  a  substitute. 

§  12.  All  standing  committees  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  may  approve  or 
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reverse  the  action  of  any  such  committee.  Each  committee  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  such  sub-committees  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  approve. 

§  13.  All  new  measures  proposed  in  committee  meetings,  which 
shall  tend  in  any  way  to  vary  the  existing  action  of  the  departments  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  submitted  for  discussion  and  decision  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
such  measures. 

g  14.  The  deliberations  of  all  meetings  of  the  Union  shall  be  gov- 
erned  by  *'  Roberts's  Rules  of  Order." 

ARTICLE  IW.^Order  of  Business. 

The  following  order  of  business  shall  be  observed  at  every  regular 
meeting : 

1.  Call  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

4.  Report  of  Superintendent. 

5.  Reports  of  Officers. 

6.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

7.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 
S.  Unfinished  business. 

9.     New  business. 

10.  Miscellaneous  business. 

11.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  \,^Jieai  Estate. 

The  management  and  control  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Union 
shall  be  vested  in  the  President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  the  Chair- 
men  of  the  various  standing  committees,  who  will  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  preservation  thereof,  but  no  expense  shall  be  incurred  by  this 
Committee  of  Real  Estate  without  previous  sanction  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 
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ARTICLE  W.—Anuual  Election, 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  March  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  ti 
nominating  committee,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Board  and 
three  members  of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  twenty-four 
nominations  of  Directors,  to  be  voted  for  at  the  succeeding  annual 
election.  Each  member  of  the  Union  may  vote  for  twelve  Directors, 
and  the  twelve  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared 
elected  ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  Board  shall  also  appoint  five  inspectors 
of  election  to  act  at  the  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  Vll.^Amtfuiments, 

These  By-laws  shall  not  be  amended  or  altered  except  at  a  regulai 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  notice  of  such  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  the  previous  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board. 


Officers  for  1896-1897. 


President,        ... 
First  Vice-President, 
Second  Vice-President, 
Third  Vice-President,     . 
Recording  Secretary ^ 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


Mrs.  GEO.  W.  TOWNSEND. 
Mrs.  BENJ.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
Mrs.   DANIEL  DESBECKER. 
Mrs.  D.  S.  ALEXANDER. 
Mrs.  ELLIE  J.  SHEPARD. 
Mrs.  ARTHUR   \V.  AUSTIN. 
Mrs.  JENNIE  RUMRILL. 


Mrs.  Arthur  VV.  Austin. 
Dr.  Ida  C.  Bender, 
Mrs.  N.  O.  Benedict, 
Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Desbeckek, 
Mrs.  Lr(  ien  Howe, 


Directors. 

To  May  x.  1897. 

Mrs.  James  A.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  Jennie  Rumrill, 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade, 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Walker, 
Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, 
Mrs.  George  Wing. 


To  May  i,  1898. 


Mrs.  1).  S.  Alexander, 
Mrs.  G.  Hunter  Bartlett-, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Briimjman, 
Miss  Hattie  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke, 
Mrs.  Charles  S.  Dakin. 


Mrs,  Joseph  B.  Mayer, 
Mrs.  Chester  Moore, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Moore, 
Mrs.  T.  J.  O'Brien, 
Miss  Amelia  Stevenson, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Townsend. 


Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin, 
Mrs.  Lucas  Chester, 
Mrs.  Robert  Codd, 
Mrs.  James  M.  Drill, 
Mrs.  Henry' C.  Fiske, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Ken  yon. 


To  May  i,  1899. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Letchworth, 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
Mrs.  Porter  Norton, 
Mrs.  Ellie  J.  Shepard, 
Mrs.  Lily  Lord  Tifft, 
Mrs.  Ben  J.  H.  Williams. 


Standing  Committees,  1896=1897. 

Finance. 

Mrs.  W.  C»  Letchworth, Chairman 

Social  Affairs. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Kknyon, Chairman 

Employment. 

Mrs.  Robert  Codd, Chairman 

Domestic  Training. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Fiske,         Chairman 

Hygiene  and  Physical  Culture. 

Mrs.  Stephen  Walker, Chairman 

Philanthropy, 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Bridgman,  Chairman 

Education. 

Mrs.  I^ENJAMIN  H.  Williams, Chairman 

Protection. 

' — —  " ",     .      . Chairman 

Library. 

Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict, Chairman 

Membership. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Austin,         Chairman 


Special  Committees,  1896-1897. 

Literary  and  Musical  Entertainments. 

Mrs.  Walter  P.  Cooke, Chairman 

Kitchen  Garden. 

Mrs.  Louis  A.  Bull, Chairman 

Reception. 

Mrs.  James  M.  Drill, Chairman 

Civic  Club. 

Mrs.  James  B.  Parke, ...      President 

Mrs.  Frank  C.  Ferguson.  .  Vice-President 
Mrs.  Walter  Jenkins,  ...  Secretary 
Mrs.  Frederick  Piper, Treasurer 

EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

Mrs.  Georc;e  Wing, Chairman. 

Mrs.  Benja.min  H.  Williams,  Mrs.  N.  G.  Benedict. 

Girls'  Union  Circle. 

, Chairman 

Special  Entertainments. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Wade,        Chairman 

Noon  Rest. 

Mrs.  I).  S.  Alexander, Chairman 

Legacies  may  be  lost  to  the  Society  by  failure  to  use  a 
proper  form.     We  suggest  the  following 

FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 
/  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  WometCs  Educational  and 

Industrial  Union  of  Buffalo  the  sum  of 

and  hereby  authorize  my  Executors  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
person  who  shall  be  acting  as  Treasurer  of  said  Society. 


\ 


